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wondar they do not take him at his word
und wive him & vulley.

K woumide grow fainter ae the balloon
: 06 Rtmao«pliere and maunts upward,
Herides, they yut Lha benelit oi the strong
soulh wearer'y brecze that lullows in Lhe
wnke nf the alorm. *

This i a0 vio'ent that Captain Tom con-
ecludes to seek & milder sphare, and allows

® balloon to continue rining.

Wlien the inatrument indicates & heirht
ol two miles they tind themselvea in a
wentle wind that seema to bear Lhem 1w tha
direction desired. Salishied, they Host u..

Sounds from below have long aince cearurd
to roach fheir ears, and wll that can be
hoard ia 1he vibration of some card attached
10 the batloon. A strange sensation it ie
truly, this floating above the world, but
Capinin Tom ygrows accustamed to a novelcy
very soan, and to see him menage the air-
ehip ane wou'd readily believe him to be an
exjerienced icronaunt,

The atmosphers ia ¢'ear below them, nr.d
they can #pa clurlers of lights now and then
that indicate the preeemce of pome tawn.
They do not Reem to rara much for dleep,
at leant hours paee by while they rdrilt, ana
neither hue a8 you exprerssd u rlesire for
slumber.

The soldier ia studyiog the rituation,
walching the nir corrents, and noting how
bin nhip i carried along, MHeis ovarjoyed
when, by the aid of thy stare, ha makes out
that they ara heading almosy directly for
the Giermian capital, Truly, il is better o
ba barn Jucky then rich,

His thoughta naturally roam alesd—he
wonders whera Linda and her charge may
be.  Will he la'low Lthem Lo Berlin? W hut
a atrange freak of fortune that hae thrown
thys chanee in hiz way, and yet, after all,
how natarally it all comes nbout

Finally he feala Lia lida web hauvy, and
leaving Mickey in charge, with poeitive in-
struciions te arouse him ghow'd anylhing
out of the comman run transpire, he settiea
down for a few hours’ naps, The ballon Las
hardly a mation—cnch esry travelling Cap-
tain Totn has mever experienced on land or
gea, and he :peculates upon the good line
eaming, when all travollera mny =ail by air
ships. Thus he falls 98'eeyp.

At the proper tims Mickey arou<es him
ntidd gots & bit of & nap himself before dawn
comen,

Tho ticet Lhing that greecs their eyes upon
louking down ab the earth is a river—it i«
rathor tortuaus in i1 courss, and presents
o remarkably picturesque appearsnce, oven
whoni eeen with snow upon the ground

* 'I'ba historie thine,’ remarks Tom, who
Lag in timee pasy Boated fur scorcs of miles
upon the boiom of this same river, from
Srracburg to Cologne,

Wirh ite palaces, cusiles, picture- que inus,
monaster.es, and cottages embowered in
slirubbery, the Rline has uo equal in the
warld tor scenery, Ita memory Liaunts the
traveller wherever he romwns, arnd however
weaty he may be with picture galleries,
churches, andeuch righte, the thought of the
atoried Rhine always comon to him like an
invpliing breath of nir,

They dritt acroee,

It is indead o eirange journey to take,
from Purie to Herlin by balicon, and
expocially vo in wor times, when railroad
truvel iu slmost impoerible except one ia
srmerd with potent jasees from the powers
Lhat bu,

Their stow dritiing, that has only earried
thiem a hundred miles in ten boure, becomeas
s thing of the paet, for with thaiising of tle
xuh they seern 1o reach u corrent of air that
drives them on with the speed of au ex-
prars train,

Huw exhilarating it all is. The panoramna
rp:ead oub below thewm like s grent mnp is
eonstnntly changing.

Alter craseing the Rbine they see a fow
tawne nud villages,  The' comes a denve
foren', durk and forbidding. Captain
Tow thinke of the fablod Hartz Mouantaine
and the B agk Foreet, nlout whicheo many
Germun legends have veen woven,

1t i+ sbout an hour befure nooo when
Mickey culls his attemtion 1o the sun
glicting upon the wuler ol ancther river.
This inust be the Weser, They muke tire
prugress, and Captain'es Tom’s heart beats
hizl with haps. He hae slways made it n
point te eucceed in everything he under-
tukes, and begina lo have high hopes of
anving the gizl he loves, At the reme time
he frank'y admite that much credit muat
be due the Favuuring winds that bave
walted them on their way, Aboub bwo
o'clock they fiud themeelver nearer the
earth than Lefore. TlLia doee not come from
oy dropping of the balloon, which eteadily
#ails on.

lv is becauso the umturs of the gpround
has changed, and they are now really aticve
tho famous Hartz Mountsine, Captain
Tom hae ons lear—eome lionter Iney put s
bulet through the prreat silk bag abovo,
anil omce Lthe gas tinds even a minute out-
iat, it will rueh toe-cipe, with the result
that a fearful aplit followa, end then—wall,
they will gu inte eternity with light ing
apeed.

Huo damier toko na rivk in 1hia thing, =0
nut goes a faw more sund buge, and the
balloon rires.  They know the Eibe River
lies uat more than thirty or forty miles
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hoyond, and hence kesp on the outlook for
this broad atream, beyond which is Beelin,

It in almost derk when Lhey tea the river
far below them., Eagerly Tom looks ko the
north, and uttars s cry of astiefuction,

*Do you see those lights, Mickey ¥ ha
avka,

' A city it is, sure.’

* Madweburg on the Elbe, 0ld fellow,
we've come from Farisalmost as straight as
the crow flise.’

* And whin do we r'sch Barlin ¥

*A few hours more. Let me sludy my
map 1 don't want to make eny mistaka,'

Darknens 1alls, snd finds them specding
on with their wonderfal atesd just as fresh
ae at the start.

Not a word ia rpoken now,

(Japtain Tom stande snd walches—he has
allowed a emall portion of gae to ercape,
and they haive de=cended until they aranow
not more 1than balf a mile above tho earih,
which liee there wrapped in mystericus
darkness.

Thus far fortone hae indeed been kind,
snd cven the winda have bee. tempered to
their necessity. ln o sudden starm the
inenperienced meronaut might have dono
the wrong thing, and by a einwle mistake
have sent him=elf and companion to a croal
death Thank Heaven, such an emrrgency
ham not risen, and they wre now rmoariog
the end of the strangest journey on record,
without an accident to mar its pucreas,

The American isindeed gratelul for the
great favour shown. It givesn him cauce
for hope that iths futnre mmay ulio be
favoured with enccess.

‘They draw near a city—lights gl'eam
brightly ahead, and Tom gravely an.
nonneas

¢ All out for Potadam '

*8ny, do we change cara here? culle
Mickey.

‘Keap yoor eeafs for Berlin,  All
absard 1

They rush over Patadam, and on again
into the darkneas beyond.

CHAPTER, XX,
PODR FRAN
"Be the hely smoke, thers goes a train,
[t's & rvace botween us, 80 it ia ! eriea
Mickey, calling the attention of his com
ranion te & line of lights ofl to the left
that eeems to be maving in the same direc-
tion as themeelvee!

‘[ wander,' saye Tom, jokingly, ' whether
that's the lightning exprees from I'aria.
It would be quite & joke if we beat it in.’

Muny a truth is spoken in jest, and Cap-.
tiin Tom little euspects that the iran
whuse lightr he so careleealy watches beara
u b:ing very precious to him in one of the
nutnefuus compartmente—the very pirl for
whore sake he i1 even now risking his own
life in an invasion of hoatile territory. Such
are the freake of fate. B

* Look yonder,” calle out the aeronmut.,

"I eve more lights Bore, it's a great
city thas liea Leyond,' seys Mickey, in some
pxcitement.

*Lhat i
Berlin.

our destination, my boy—
Ali hande 1eady to makea land-

ing.

Cuptain Tom knowe what danger lies be-
fure him, nwil he giver plain directions ae
to whnt khall be dene. 'I'he sand-buga are
held in readinere to po overboard, nleo the
graj pling-fron.  Then he pulls the cord, ne
wirected by the professor's wife.

Down poes the balloon with m rash—a
hiseing nuise tells that the gas ie esceping,
and Captain Tom, feeling that their dercent
is rapid enough, ullows the valve to close.
Then he grueps a sandbyg in one hund and
the grapnel in the other, atraining his aves
to see what sort of region they are about to
drop upan.

When he pgives the waord, Mickey relivvea
the balloan of much weighr, eo that the
dlownward tuzh becomes a gentle sstiling.
Then our wusa the anchor, and speedily
tukea hold.

ln le s than five minutea Lthey are upon
the ground. Caytain Tom hua decided
ayion hia courss. A lamp cannot be hidden
nnder & bushel, nnd if the balioon remaine
hers, inflated, all Berlin will know by ma
ing that etranige voyagers are in their
milat,

Hec under-tands u trick or two, and with-
oat deluy allowe &ll the gas to escape from
the great bap, which, when collapsed,
a'most fitsin the bisketor car. I thia ean
be cecreted now, all will be well, and the
evidence of their arrival will not be ap-
parent.

Towm leaves Mickey with the balloon, and
starta wpon w tour of inveatigation., He
tinds near by somae ntraw stacke, and one of
there promisen an asylum for the air-ehip,
At present hir sple idea Is to hids it, tor he
doss not dreatn he will ever rgain anil the
azuro skies as an ronaut.

Hack again to Mickey he hostens, and be-
tween them, by hard work, thay mansge to
vet the balloon to the straw vinck.

tlere an hour is apeni in ryetematically
secreling their Faithlu! wir-ship, during
which time they nro snnayed by w little cur
that perriste in standing afar off and bark.

ing.
Linth fesl Lhe effoct of thelr long fast, snd

something to sat muar be obtained before
they can proceed to businars A light
shinea from a cabin near by, and thither
the two daring invadees maxe their way._

*Loeave it all with me," says Captain
Tom.

His object is to avoid doing anything
that will bring them to tha attention of tha
police. \When upon the \We«tern prairies
of bis own native eountry, Tom has more
than ance fought fira with fire.  He batioves
in 1he remedy, To effectunily prevant thia
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