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CAPTAIN TOM.

A NOVEL

BY ST. GERORGE RATHBURXNE.

Author of *Dlactar Juck,” * Docrar Jack's
Wile," ere,

UCHAPTER V1. (Continned),
T irl suddenty atarte and lietane,

‘I hear voicea—thay come ! Au reroir,
Monsieur Tom, snd remember I may ha
near when least you expect it. You will
roe strange things. The good Father above
protect you and save paor, unhappy
France I’

She ie gone us auddenly as she apposred ;
these warda have been breathed into the
ears of the American rathar than epoken,
and he in Jeft thera alone.

Not for lang : already haa he caught the
sounds that trightensd away his zood angel
and it is avident that the epeakers approach,
so hia once more lies in his chair an thourh
berelt of his vanees, his head resting on his
laft Ahoulder,

They entar the room. A man's voice
paunds among the others, and its full, rich
tones nrouse & warm feeling in the heart of
the American.

It i« Mickey MeCray.

‘Fhe latter is a man of considerable
education, and a3 amart ne he ie wirty, He
has louked up to Captain Tom aa hia
raviour, and would lay down hia lifa if need
be tor the American. Like his employer.,
Mickeg i3 a rolling stoene, a soldier of
fortune, ready to tlont with the wind, but
when ance set in his way, impassible to
move.

The manner »of their meeting wag
singular, and mway be brielly mentioned.
Strange things occur in Parie every day,
and none msy weonder Lhal an impulsive
Ivigshman like Mickey MceCray ueually found
himself in & ascrape with sach rovolying
twenty-four hours, .

Montha before. when the eicge was ouly
tulked about a~ & mere poesibility, Captain
Tom found himeselt one of a crowd ol
thousands gressing arvund the Tour de Nt
Jdacques in the Rue de Rivoli, and puring
upward. From mouth to mouth word went
that m c1a2y man had gone to the top of Lhe
tower to leap oil as the result of a foolish
at. The excitabla French lemperament
showed itaelf, aud there wae as great a
commution iu the neighbourhoud aa though
the ghoet of Bonaparie had appeared,

Then a man was agen on topol the tewer,
It was from this place history tells ua the
signat for the massucre of the Hoguenots
was given nearly three hupdred yenrs
befors. ‘Thie figure advanced to the edgs
above and then seemed apualled at the sea
of faces below. A thowsand tongues
sghouted gut to him, arma were waved o
kaep him from hi: mad purposa. Then
raveral gendarmes mada their appearance
on tha hign tower of St. Jacauee, and the
madman was io cuatody.

Caprain Tum, urged by curiosity, fought
u Wway in Lo «ee the prisoner, as be surpec.ed
he wue u fureivner, un Iriehman, aod whoa
Lo howrd Mickey Mclray's story he was
teipted tu fanph, on'y that the puor fellow
looked &u downeoast in the bands of the
alticera.

It was only B waeger. A companion had
made & bet that he cuuld huve Lwo thous.
und parsons gatherad wrannd the wower in
the time it took Mickey Lu mount the stairs,
giving five seconds o a etep. He had
circuluted this staitling repart, and won
the wuper, but alraid of the tury of the
crowd, he had fled, leaving the vietim of
Lis practical joke in Lhe tails.

Captain Tom took to the Irichman on
wight.

He vecognised a kindred spirit, and
lollowing to the police headguarters
had  intercaded for the nuw alurmed
Mickey. By sume eocrot powear
\hg American got him ol with only
& warhing never to attempt such a
Isat aguin, for the anthorties seemed
aeterminad to balieve that his wager wae
really 10 make o jump from the Tour de St.
Jacqued, trusting to the good luck that
hovers over fools and [rishmen tu rave hie
life.

From that hour Mickey McUray had Leen
tha dovated t d of the American. There
i» nathing un tiie sun he would not
attempt if Captain Tom exprewved a wish.

Why he is in the servire of the fuir Alea-
tian, the wpy of ¥Vau Moltke, the reader can
sluubt eus guess with lictte troobie. It haa
nat been done without & deep purpoee, and
the Amarican now peems in a fair way to
resp tha full benetit of hie etrutevy.

Threa persons onter the apartment,
They ure Linde, the lrirhman, and & nua,
Awtho Uerman spy hax o groat un influsuce
over the Lmly Superior, the lny sikters and
nunn are resdy to chey her alightust re-
1jueet ; . .

* You res,” saya the Fair Alsatian, *it is &s
1 tuld you. Heappenrs to be dead, but in
truth he only elecpe.’
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Mickey takes np one of the American’s
arms and leta it drop : it falla heavily.

* Hagarra, it's pracious littie life shere ia
in hix body. [t 1 could gabber French like
» parrot {"d be after giving yo my opinion
of thiy business, badluck —murder.'dancing
like a dorviah in & Constuntinoples mosgue.

*What sils you ¥ demar da Linda, ayeing
the man euspiciovsly, ar though she fears
that may have tuken leave of hia
s*snses

*Sure it's my baliel a rat bit me toe, or
else 1 stepped on a darned tack,’ roare Me-
Ceay, sll the while perfectly aware of the
fact that ic har been the foor of Captain
Tom that hss ¢0 ruddanly descunded upon
his owa with & grinding emphasiz,

The effect is pained. Sropped in the
middle of hia tirade, Mickey doas not again
attempt to frege his mind, and the dieclo.

surs of his own relations with the Amerd-
can is for the LUime beoing &1 loast randered
obscura,

The nun has not & word to say ; perhaps
she is Bnder & vow of eseenal silence, and
though ready tu hear and do whatever
thore in & position te order may commend,
she must paver agaia alluw her voice to be
heonrd.

She is as large and strong an Mickey
himesl{, and i~ appurently used to lifting
burdena, which would expisin why Linda
has brought her to this place. Ab s word
Irom the Alsatian, whoss «tay in Parie is
limited to 24 hours, unleas rhe wishes o
die, these two raice up the seemingly
senseless form of Captain Tom.

Linda teads the way, light in hand, her
sombre garments ceuring her to look like
vome sbrango priestesa. The lamp-light
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falle upon bor handsome face, and & close
obearver wonld notice the varicos smotiocas
that play by torns there Eviaently sha
has deeper intereats in this geme than sny ~
one suspecta.

Even as they wond their way slong there
comvos & crach that mukes the solid walls
quiver, & shgll has struck the convent, its
tower of grey atone has bean harled downa
wrock, bot the voices from the eloisier in:
riead of censing in deadly fear appear to
grow londer.

Linds [lubois smilea grimly. Thors
ehelts cannot fall koo often or work deadly
dentraction upon fair Parie too rapidly to
suit her humour. She hates ithe city, hates
all in it, but one, and he is pow ssemingly
helplesa and in her power.

Under the orders of the imperions woman,
Mickey and the nun depesit their burden
on the stonee. Then they raise n Incge fag
in the cornar of the celiar, which act reveals
o Hight of steep stepa.

1o gaing down Mickey carriea the burden

alone, and is not surprised to have »
whirpar wafted in at hin ar ;
*Suy  little,. but bpolice everything.

Above all, stand by te sid me.’

He pressoa the arm of Captain Tom to
prove that ha anderstands, then with the
help of the nun the American is carried
alung a corvidor eot in the rocks, ontil
Lindu finslly gives che word, and be is laid
down.

\Vatching his chance, Capiain Tom taken
a glimpso above. What he sees is well
celcuiated to meke a leas vanturesome mon
shiver. The walla of the cavern are covered
wich thovaunds of skulls and bones from
the arme and legs of human beinge. An
inscription is over all. He read- even with
that one giance what many travellers havo
agen..—* Tembenu de ln Revolution."

CHAPTER VIL

THE CONSPIRACY OF THE CATACOMBR
TREY have broughs him to the Catacombs
of Paris, in whose great ecaverns it is
calculated the bones of some three
million human baings have sccomulated,
AL periode like the Revolution deatha oc-
curred with such alarming Irequency, a
thoveand or two a day, that evem the
churchyards were full, and some wire
wtate-man concsived the iden of emptying
thkem ond removing the burial groonds ouk-
aide the city. Soths bones of the hondrede
of thousands were collscted and carried on
funeral core amid religicus ceremonies to
the great caverns which had once boen
mtone gquarries, but were henceforth to
become the Varisian catacombs, :

Thesze wnderlie about a tenth of the city,
and in some places houses have been known
to sink into the caverns. At all times they
are esteemed gloomy places, and have been
the refuwe ¢f mere than one desperate
gunz of thiever, whoee ulliinate destiny
muet be the ¢alleys at Toufon.

Captain Tom recognises the place. Be
hus been in Lhe Tombe of the Revolution
bofore, It does not epurprise him very
much ta learn that the secret cubal of
loreign +pies have iheir rendezvous here :
really, a more fitting place conld hardly be
selected, .

There iz pne muin entrance to tha cata-
combs, with rome 80 odd eteps, but & score
of Lwo winor entrances afford ingreas. At
timgs these have, for various rearons, been
closed up by the police authorities, and
thus far during the siegze the people have
bean kept out of the caverne.

Bhould the Prussian shelia continue o iall
as thov have been doing this night in the
Latin Quurtier the distracted populsce will
domand that the catacomps be opened, in
order that they may reek refuge thers from
the storm of iron hail rattling about them.

When they have deposited Ceptain Tom
;xpon the cold rock they etand there listen-
LY-

Sounda from above are but faintly heard
in this underg#round place—even the heavy
diacharyes of cannon & few miles away se m
to ba but a vibrativn of the earth, very
delicate.

They are oot slone in this city of the
doad. Another light fleshes into view,
perione kdvance towarda themn, Linda
holds the lsmp, and eaperly she makes
signale,

They sro returned. The fair Alsatian
breathes a sigh of relief, and then, as if
meized by & eingular impaolss, she bends
down mnd looks in the face of the man
lying there. Uaptain Town's nerver are
wrought up to a high pitch by the excitiog
ovents that have alrendy occurred, and
thoss impending, buk he has proved himeelf
8 gool customer, and does not Binch upder
her ¢loss obeervation, sven with the lamp
held near his eyen,

Men advance, and the American hears
the deep guattursl German, It would be
fatal bo a person to mpesk it upon the
boulevards or in the penrsions and cafea
chantants of Paris at thiv time, when overy-
thing Germmn is hated so bitterly. becpuse
the guns of Von Moltke are knocking mb
vhe gates of the proud capital.

They come up, and although Captain
Tom known the risk he takes he cannot re-
slet parvly opening his cyes and peeping st



