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eavaras whers tha bonea ot she victime are
piled high, antil ona standa syhast at the
waltitude of relica, and comes to tha can-
cluvion that Paris has mare dead ta the
AQUATS REFE cthan ary other city axtant, not
aven excepling Rome.

Ia thie way they gein the corner of the
telangle : feom this point their course
changes, and in making for tha main
satrance they keep going farther oway from
the hills.

«Halt ¥ saxclaime Captain Tom, and an
the atranga pracession brings up he places
hia ear cloee sainat the wall of rock.
ange kouade are borna to him—tha
pick-pick-pick of determined woters in the
bowela of the earch, Have same of the old
ecanvicte who wera oace upon a time wong
to labour in thase quarries returned to the
scens of their life work ?

He knows that these soundas proceed from
the German enyginpers, who have already
bored A woy under the city walla, In two
days, he remembarz, the plov mudt calmi-
nate, bot it may be sgoner; no time ia to
be tort.

They move o, A4 length the entrance
is guined, which to them must be sn exit:
Here thay ind a strong guard, and ques:
tions aro asked, but Cuptain Tom answers
them al. The officer bega them to proceed
to headquarters, and escorted by several
poldiers they leave the darknesa of Lhe cata.
ecombs behind, and in the early dawn of
that January day onee more walk the
streats of beleagusred Pacia,

CHAPTER IX.
A LITTLE AFFATR UNDER THE WALLS OF FARIS.
GENERAL TrocHD, in ¢ommond of the de-
lence of Parig, can seldom be found at the
touse where be has wade hie headquartera
during the earlier part of the siege, having
of late betaken himself to the forts on Mont

Valeriun, Perhaps hs has s deep reason
for this. The etory of repulee hae becoma
so old Yy this time that dounbtless

even the patience ol a Parisinn mob must
ba worn threadbare. Once the peopls of
the faubourgs chesred Troehu when-
ever ho apneared, for in theic eyes he waa
the hero who was to teach the impuident
vandala how not to take #aris, Now,
monthe of this burinees, with scanty food
that grows lesa day by day, sod = con-
sciousnors that parsiality is shown to the
tich in the diatribotion—rheee thinga pat
the people into an ogly atate of miad,

I'aris is getting in MKt condition for the
horrors of the {lommune.

At auy hour it may rais¢ its hydrs hesd,
and the frst object of ita hatred will be
the chiof of the army.

Uonbtless Trochu knows thie, and being
a wise a8 wo!l an a brave man, ha feels
»afer at this desperate period among his
Franc-tireura in the forts than vpon the
boulevards,

Qo thia occarion, howevar, they are for-
tunate in lnding the peneral at headquar-
ters, where Iva haa come to sscure certain
papers.

The great man looks waariad, but greets
Gaptain Tom with warmth ; he has great
respoct lor the American who provee his
{riendship for France at the peril of his
life,

An gudience i» grantet, and the Lory, 20
fer ae it relate~ to martera in which General
Trochu can have an interest, i4 =0an told.

. A fierce light showa upon the governor's
ace,

Itit ia impoeeible to dislodye the deter-
winad enemy who has rettlad down acound
the gay capital, he can at lensc tind some
satisfuction in dealing him an oceazional
zevere blow. A success once in & while
will keep up the spirits of the people, and
maka them have confidencs in him.

For months the daily talk has been of an
srmy from the provinces that would come
up in the rear of ihe German forcer, give
thew s dreadful blow, and raise the seige,
but eince the bombardwent bepan this
hope has dwindled away to 2 mere nothing.

The General thanke Captain Tom in the
extravagant style that ia so natarnl to a
Frenchman, and reveals enocugh of hie
hastily formed plan® to give him no ides as
to what hs means to dn. .

Then the two culprita sre taken to
prizon, from which they will come out
latar und see a tile of eoldiars sccompany.
ing them to the Bois de Buulogne, or some-
where oureicla the city gates—a faw hrief
ordere, a double rofl of wusketi y, and Paria
will be rid of two men who have long been
secrot foes.

Captain Tom seeks rest.

The bombardment ahout coasen with the
t_'roming at morning, but in the evening the
iron epherea will avain berin to fall spon
the half of the beleaguered city nesrer
Chatillon, to be kept ap with groat regu-
larity all nizht lony.

At & certain hour Captain Tom swakes
and cefreshen himeslf with cold water, of
which, thank Heaven, there greedy Ger-
mans hava oot yet been able to cut off the
supply.

Then he proceeds to s restaursnt near by,
and partokes of a frugal meal, Few per-
=ons can aftord to patronise such placen now
sod wmany of the eating houses have closed,
but along the Champs Elysses there aro &

namber that still ksep lopen and make &
brave show with & scanty Iarder and slender
patronage.

When he bas satisfled the inosr man
as thorgughly as can be dons in & qity
which  haa been consuming  itesll
for the lusé few months, Captain
Tom  hails & fGacre. Fow of these
are to be soen ap  the strecte; the
reason ja very plein. since horees ars in
demsnd for food. Funerals, even of she

rich, are limited to one vehicle.

Thaa ha picks up Mickey McCray at a
cartain place, and together they week the
mouth of the catacomba,

All is guiet hore, but ever and anen, &
company of Franc-tirsurs, or one, perhapa,
belonging to the National Guard, passes
down the atep.

Having the pass-word, our two {riends
find no dilliculty in entering, snd when
thoy reach = certain point witoess the

202222 2%%%
When the pie was opencd

The bivds began to sing
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proparations that have beon made Lo re-
pules this shrewd geme on the part of the
Uiermans.

Trochu in not pereonally present, but he
has bis repracsntative io & emart young
otticer. Soldiers nre masesd in wailing and
sager to pounce npon the luckless engineers
who have done such wonderiul work.

Ths utmost sileace is imposed. Thay
can hear the throbbing blows that indicste
the neur approach of the enemy. At any
ti now it may be sxpocted that the
H an snginsers will break through the
wall and enter the euvern.

An order pasees along.  All lights are
put cut, and the French soldiers wait Jike
restlean hoonds held in the leash while the
gamo is near.

1t is not for long. The indomitable
power of perseverance that has carried the
Gormane thus far in their tunnaelling opera-
tions briogs about the tinal acb in the
drama,

There is & sodden burat of light and &
rattling souand, a3 of fragments of slone
falling. Then Jow axclamations of delight
in the deep voicea of Germans are heard.

Not & man swong the French soldiers
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