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OW civilised and polite the world is becoming!

Far away even in the Cook Islands, where aace

upon a Lime the natives used to dine, not with, bat on
each other,they do things quitein the Kuropean fashion.
The other day, 1 am informed, they sent a Jettet of condo-
leoce to Her Majesty Queen Victoria and the Prnincess Bes-
trice expretsing sympathy with them in the bereavement
they bad saffered throogh the death of Prince Henry of
Batienberg. Just(ancy the change that hascome over our
little world when Pacific [slanders, who not s very long
ago hardly knew of the existence of Great Britain, have
now advanced a0 far as to send * their sincerest condol-
ences." The inhahitants of these groops consider them-
selves bound 10 observe all forms of conrtly etiquette—
nobieise cblige, and they wonld feel it derogatory to their
own dignity to ignore a roral birth, death, or marriage
in any other part of the world. The Kiug of Raratonga
must keep in touch with his royal consins, Was it not
he who. on the threatened outhreak of a Earopean war,
allayedd the fears of the Powers by declaring that he had
resolved to maintain a strictiy nentral attitude, and to
favour the pretensions of neither one party nor the other?

IAVE often been amused at the nomber of persons
who, when they come across a description of & rob-
Irery, 2 swindle, a murder, or evenl a suicide, in which
the colprit bears the same name as themselves, feel it in-
cuminbent on them to write to the papers and assore the
public that they are mot the parties referred to. Of
conrse the inference is manifest. Unless s man con-
sidered bimself open to the suspicion of guilt he would
hardly take the trouble to draw public attention to his
innocence. Occasionally the newspaper paragraphist,
in his haste, makes matters worse, as he did in a small
town in Awstralia the other day. *We have been re-
quested,” said this joornal, * to state that John Smith,
who was charged at the Supreme Conrt oo Monday
last with embezzlement, is not John Smith, of Mooses,
who follows a like occupation.” If all the Jobn Smitls
in the district had been so fearful of their repatation as
\kis one, the newspaper would have been hardly equal
to the demands on its space.

WHEY one coopsiders the confusions and misconcep-
tions that may result to a man from the mere commaon-
ness of bis uame, it is easy to understard that it is Dot
always [oolisk vanity that leads to changing it
in whole or in part. It is seldom that a man
cares 10 discard his patronymic; he evinces a clinging
respect for it even when it has been dragged in the
gutter.  Yon will notice that criminals, when they are
forced for business purposes lo take an alias, very often
choose something of the same sound as their original
pame. hey do not, somehow, like to destroy every
vestige of theirancestry. Theindividoal who, either from
vanity, or to aveid inconvenience, alters his surname, is
usuzlly conteot with a slight and not a radical change.
1f he is Smith, he becomes Smithe, or Smyth, or
Swyvihe. Ouo the stage where it is popnlarly, thoogh
erroneonsly, supposed no ome goes by his or Ler real
name, partial changes in names are very comtmon. This
is especially the case in the tower ranks. For instance
there was a ceftain young wan named Frank Dillon who
used Lo be conductor on a street car, and Frank Dillon
he was 10 all who koew him. But he discovered that he
possessed a talent for acrobatic song and dance, and
now he figures on the bills as * Mr Franklyn Dyllyn."

A FEW months ago Edith Conners made her trinmph-
ant dsbwt in A lady's wood-sawing contest at one of the
dime muscows in the States. Later ou she discovered
that her histrionic genins was better adapted to tights.
50 now the gifted maiden is carrying & shieid aod spear
and is known to fame as * Miss Edyth Conyers,” Others
im the cast are Haryet Nelsyo, Mr Wylls Fyscher,
Kathryn Krlby, Mr Myrtyn Gylbyrt, Gwynn Gyflord
aud Ulyve Rhyboes,

U.\'[NTE.\'TIOL\'AL jokes are frequently the most

amusing, bat there is 8 grim saggestivenessabouat
<oue which recently came ander wmy notice that provokes
a passing comument. A gentlemea weil-known in one of
our principal cities, but whose name, for obvions reasons,
1 will withhold, recently died. As far as could be judged
from his external tnaooer and usual way of life and con-
duct, he was an average sort of man—oue with quite ag
good a chance of going to the * Happy Laod ' in the
herealtzr as anyooe in the town, Yet, passing down a
side-street a day or so ago, I saw the following legend
in a sbop window :—' To Let.—Apply to Mr {the
Dawe of the deceased), a little below.” The implied
descent into lower regions is = little rough on Mr
and oo Lis {riends. As & rule, we act up to the good
old motto—" D¢ morfuis, nil aisi sonxm,"' aud unless the
theosophisits bave betrayed secrets, there seems no need
to depart from it in this case.

HE position of an Acclimatisation Society in this
coloay is mot sltogether an enviable one. It is
calied upon to please a dozen different sections of the
commnuoity, and generally does not succeed in pleasing
one. Its work is masinly experimental to begin with,
and it is consequently liable to make mistakes now and
again, Bat the poblic bas 0o sysmpathy with it on that
score, and not only blames the members in office for all
their errors of omission aod commission, but saddles
them with the shortcomings of their predecessors. The
introduction of the sparrow, for instance, is always cast
op against the present pesonac! of the Societies, as if
they bad harbonred that bold and prolific bird merely
to injure the farmer, who is often heard boriing shot and
curses st the pheasant, whose acclimatisation in the
colony is considered by some sportsmen to be the only
good thing the Socicty has ever accomplished.

AT this moment the Anckland Acclimatisation Society
is having a warm seasou of itl. A whoie host of sports-
men are up in arms because the Society. on the plea of
the scarcity of game, has issned a wkase deferring the
opening of the shooting scason for native gawe till May
instead of allowing it to open in Easter, as wsval. I
pever knew there were so many people interested in
shooting till now that the decision of the Society has
drawn them from cover, They are assailing the poor
members on all hands, and for the last fortuight one
conld not take np & paper without finding some anony-
mous ‘ sport’ takiog a pot shot at the Society from be-
hind the cortespondence columm. The great griev-
ance of these XNimrods is that they will not
be abie to get any shooting durlog the Easter
holidays, aod as killing ducks has been their favourite
wmethod of celebrating the blessed season, they will be
deprived of a great deal of pleasnre by the Society's
action, and probably may be reduced to goiog to church
pour patser le tewmps. For the most part the com-
plainants appear to be men of little leisure who can only
get a chaoce of a holiday at Easter. and some of them
declare that game isvery plentiful this year, and that the
postponing of the shooting season is only a base contriv-
ance of the leisured sportsmen to get better bags for them-
sefves. I confess I cannot ascertzin which side is in the
right. The truth wonld seem to be that in some districts
there arelots of game, and in others that the reverse is the
case. I should think that the Society has a better op-
portnoity of judging what is the wisest geceral course to
pursde than the occasional traveller who may
chabce to come across some good fights of ducks, or the
city tradesman whe has no knowledge of the matter
whatever, As to the charge ibat the members of the
Society are making the change ior selfish ends, I can
bhardly think they woundd be gmilty of soch nngener-
ons and ansportsmantike conduoct.

HE sequel to the Little Barrier eviction case was
very amnsing., It seems that Tenetahi, driven
from the halis of his fathers, has refused to acquiesce in
the justness of the proceedings, has abstained from lift-
ing the purchase money du¢ to him, and has declared
himself ‘agin the Government.” He has no intention to
remain a wanderer on the face of the earth, but is deter-
mined to return to his old home, which in his eyes is
evidently ‘ the first flower of the earth and first gem of
the sea.' According to one account he or his friendshave
since their eviction madeseveral attempts to land on the
beloved spot, but were repnised by the guard. Eventu-
ally, however, they succeeded in their invasion, and
were not removed il a police force irom Auckland had
gone down to the island and forcibly brovght them to
town, Tenetahi and his friends have been charged with
trespassing ou the island, and as T write their case is
under comsideration. Probabiy by the time this is in
print the matter will have been settled, bat, however it
is arranged, I cannot see how the Government are to pre-
vent Tenetahi visiting the place s a8 Maori tourisy, in
which capacity his solicitor inferred he went. Ou the
other hand there is nothing to prevent the Aucklaod
police arresting tourists if they take it into their heads,
5S¢ between arresting Anstralian toorists and Manri
toarists the force is likely to have its hands pretty full.

HE enterprising spirituslist who Gnds the spook
buosiness played out amoog the whites should try

his skill among the Maoris, who in the North bave lately
developed a grestinterest in ghostly manifestations., Far
away in the Hokisnga they are bavitg unightly sewes
in their big swAards, where they sit in darkness awaiting
the advent of the spirits. The latter come sure enough
agd revesl their presence by a kind of whistling, Who
the Mrs Mellio is in this cas2, or who does the whistling
bas yet to be found ont, but the Maoris have 5o little of
European scepticisin where ghosts are concerned that
the man who is running the show ruos little chance of
exposure. I daresay be will go on raking in the
dollars or their equivalents in kumeras and pipis till
he grows sleek sod fat. The poor clergymen in

the district seem qnite nnable to shake the faith
of the natives in these * manifestations * by aoy amount
of reasoning, and [ don't wonder. Moses had 1o
wake an extra big serpent out of his walking stick
that could swallow all the serpent-walking sticks of
the wizards before he could make Pharach belicve in
him. What the clergymen in the North really require
is a little training in Jegerdemain in sddition to theo-
logy. A few peally-performed tricks in which * the quick -
ness of the hand deceives the eye,’ or still betier, a ¢lever
fepresentation of FProfeasor Pepper's optieal illusion,
would do more in this case than all the sermons in
creation.

HE observance of St. Patrick’s Day in this colony
is & retarkable phenonomen, for New Zealand
does pot profess to be an Irish or & Roman Catholie
coantry Jndeed, statistics show that the Romanists are
not the most namerous of our religionus holies, and, as
eversone knows, the Loglish nation—of which we are
part—is professedly Protestant. How comes it, then,
that 5t. George’s Day and St. And-ew's Day are slurred
over, whilst strangers sould imagine, from tbe bonoor
paid to his memory, that St. Patrick was the patron
saint of New Zemland. A good many of our schools,
private and public, gave the children a boliday on that
day—a most nnnecessary proceeding secing that Easter
is so close at hand, with its usaalrest from lessons for pupits
and teachers.  Asit is the accepted belief in this colony,
and indeed throughout Anstralasia, that evers possible
cxcuse for a holiday mnst be seized upon, we shail, in
common iostice to the bepeficient spirits which watch
over England apd Scotland, find now that 5t. George
and S5t. Andrew are also accorded their due, and that
English and Scotch children are being tauvght to duly
reverence their patron saists. There is just as much
teason for the cbservance of these two Jays as there is
of the 17th March, and, as far 8s I know, 5t. George and
5t. Andrew are fully as eotitled to respect as is St
Patrick. Tuodeed, had 1 to choose amongst these three
gentlemen. I should certainly take St George.

A ROBBER-PROOF TRAIN.

A ROBBER PROOF irain of mail cars has lately been placed
on one of the United States railway lines. It is not
srmour ¢lad or mounted with turret guns, vet it is strong
enough 16 stand a hesavy strain, and there are no places
on it where a train robber can find a footing.

This postal train is a curions sort of an afair, Most
trains iook like a procession of turites.  This bas the ap-
pearance of a big centipede. There are no platforms,
and there is so littie space bstween the cars that the
joints of the big centipede do not show except when the
iraic goes around a carve, Un & straight track it looks
like one loay car,

In the stories of train robbzaries the outlaws usually
leap on the platform of the postal cars and shoot the
clerks throuyh the glass in the doors. luo this new car
this performance could not be carried through. There
are o plstforms, and ouly one end door, which sselidly
barricaded, There is a small trap door of solid wood at
the other end, but that is bardly big enough lor a man
to crawi through. There are two doors on each side for
the delivery and receipt of mail.

The car is built of beary and s0lidly joined timbers,
and bullets could bardly penetrate it. Toe sides and top
are stropgly braced. If there were a swmash up om the
road this car could be in the worst of it and perbaps not
sufer moch.

The ends are strengthened by heary timbers and iron
braces, which protect the carriages from being telescoped.
When there is an accidenl on the railroad the postal
cars, which are in froat, have to bear the Lrunt of the
smash-up. They are demolished first, and the lives of
wmany postal clerks are lost.  These new cars ensure 1he
clerks, to & large extent, against the daugers of robibers
and accidents.

COMFORT BESIDES STRENGTH.

The cars are comfortably furnished. They are Jight,
well.ventilated, and are miore comfortable than many a
post-office in goverument buildiogs Each car carries
thtee tanks for gas, under a presssre of thirty -six atmos-
pheres. The Light is furn;shed trom twelve chandeliers,
and the travelliog post-office is as jight as dav even at
midaight.

The gepera] election is slready casting its shadow
before. Mr C. E. Bulten, M. H.R.,, is going
to address the electors of Auckland on Friday evening,
the 27th.

(Of all the fashionabie fads of to day that accentuation
of domestic grief which shows itself in a biack shirt,
black collar and cuffs, aud white studs, white cufl
buttons, an-l white necktie, is about the most ruhiculous.
Fashionable Loodou (says a muweiropolitan jourmalist:
will soon be promeosdiog Ficcadilly with miniature
cotling for fewellety and artificial tears painted on the
cheeks. It is doubtful whetber such people coulit really
shed any other kind but grouioe hand. paioted tears.
When women puttheirtollliugchibiren indeep mourning
and rode in the park with their poodies dressed in crape.
it secweed that this sort of thing could go no further
Now that mcen have taken to black shirls aoil sable
hanikerchiefs, however, the oous of tomfoolery is re-
woved [rom the shoulders ot wamenkiunl,



