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NEW ZEALAND AS A PARENT,

THE [NDUSTRIAL SCHOOL SVSTHM AND BURNHAM
SCHOOL, CHRISTCHEURCH.

AW ZEALAND shows something of its civilization
l \-l by the care and consideration it extends to the
children of the state. It many old and pro-
lessedly civilized countries more atiention is paid to
levying taxes and trainiug soldiers thas to the claims of
parentless boys and girls. New Zealand recognises that
young human life is of vast importance, and she takes
care of it accordingly.

By virtue of an Act of Parliament the Government of
New Zealand can obtain complete control and act in
every way as the natural parent of ‘any child found
wandering about or frequettting any street, thoroughfare,
or any puoblic place, or sleeping in the open air, not
having any house or settled abode ; anychild residing in
any brothel, or dwelling with any prostitute, habitual
drunkard, or person commitied of vagrancy.” Itisander
this Act that the Government becomes the parent,
It feeds snd clotbes the children, gives then lodg-
ings, educates them, trains them, or sees that they
are trained. and all this isdone nnder what iscalled * The
Industrial School Systemr.”

There are four industrial schools muintained by the
Government. One of the largest and most important of
the four is Burnham. This institotion is siteated about
18 miles south of Christchurch on the great Canterbury
Plain. The schools and houses are surrovnded by a farm
of 1,000 acres, which is worked by the boys nnder skilled
management. Besides the farm there is a big vegetable
garden and a well-kept orchard, so the boys #re able not
only to get a good training in agricultore, horticulture,
and gardening but they are able to supply most of the
food stuff required by themselves and their sister school-
fellows. .

When I visited Barnham a few weeks ago dMr T. Pale-
thorpe, the director of the institution, informed me that
therewere 574childrenon the books—352boysand 222girls.
There were in the school itself 84 bors and 35 girls; ont
at service, 123 boys and 65 girls; boarded out onder

icence, 89 boys and 77 girls ; with friends noder licence,
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46 boya and 36 girls. There were 10 missing or
absconded, and 14, chielly girls, who‘were under charge

of such institutions as St. Mary's and Mount Magdala,

where strict religions training was considered necessary
for their welfare,

The figures I bave given require explanstion. The
Burnham School is really the centre of a system with Mr
Palethorpe as its legal head. I stated that there were
66 children boarded out This wecans that these
children, instead of being kept at the school, are placed
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with foster parents. Most of them are guite young, some
being infants. The foster parents are paid from 6s to 8s
per week for the maintainence of their charges, and in
some cases, where children require special care, even 10s
per week is paid, and every child on entering its foster
home is supplied with u stock of clothing by the school
authorities. These boarded-out children, if of sufficient
pge, must attend the State School, and local visitors are
appuinted to see that this is dome, aud alseo to see that
the children are properly fed and clothed. These visitors
sapply the authorities
with a mounthly report
on the children in their
district, so that their
condition is well kuown
at the school.

The 188 mentioned as
heing at service have
been placed in siluations,
the girls as domestic ser-
vants, the boys on farms
or in workshops. This
class ave the young pecple
whbo bave gone througha
course of traiming and
educatico at the school,
and who bave proved
themselves trusiworthy.
Their employers bind
themselves to  provide
sufficient meat, clothes,
lodging., and al} other
necessaries. and geper-
ally te pay a fixed waye.
The wages, according to
law, belong to the State,
which has acted as their
legal parent, but as a
matier of fact they are
generally paid to the
worker, and he or she
is supposed to remit anv
savings to the master ol
the school, whe banks
the 1money to their
credit. I saw the ac-
count sheel of the money
received by the direcier
from those out at service,
and knowiny the usual
extravagance ol colonial
youth, § was surprised to
find that some Huruiam
. A boys aud girls bad sums
wow - A to 1beir credit at the
b P.O. Saviogs Bapk vary-
iog frows 1% sod 720
to £qu aod ¢'su.  Thiw
money accumulatesatin.
terest umtil ils owner
reaches the ege of 21,



