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ment positions, it is evident they have every faith in the
big future before gur winiog industry.  As & matter of
fact, Herr Wichmann has engaged both these gentlemen
for & ternr of yeara. Mr H. A. Gordon, ¥.G.S., who
gives up the position of Chief Mining Inspector, has been
in the Government service for twenty-four years. He is
now to be the chiefl representative of the Anglo.Con-
tinental Syndicate in the colony, not only as mining
expert, but also in fidancial mattera. The head office of
the Syndicate will be in Anckland which shows that the
main operations will be on the goldfields at this end of
the colony. At the same time, such agencies will be
atarted in the South, On Saturday Mr Gordon tele-
graphed his resignstion to the Hon. Mr Cadman,
Minister of Minea, aad immediately received a reply ex-
pressing the regret of the Minister at losing his ser-
vices. Mr Park, F.G.S., the well known director
of the Thames School of Mines, has also accepted
at appointment with the Syndicate, so that the
Government will lose the services of two most valu-
able officers. At the same time it is just as well that
thoroughly reliable gentlemen should have been secured
by Herr Wichmano, It is not, however, proposed to
prevent the services of these gentlemen being obtained
to report wpon mining properties, because Herr Wich-
man states that this can be done by artangement with
the office, provided, of course, that the demand npon
their titne is not so great as to interfere with the busi-
ness of the syndicate.
_for at least another month to fix things np before he
leaves for London, When asked as to his impression
regarding the future prospects of the New Zealand gold-
fields, Herr Wichmann answered ‘' Yon can very easily
get at our jmpressions by our action.’ .

MINING PICTURES.

Owr illustrations this week represent various scenes in-
cidental to quartz mining in the Karaugahake district,
No. 1 is & view of the level put in at the Karangahake
wine, with & couple of miners pushing a troliv of stuff
to the tip. No, 7 is also a view from the same mine,
one miner -working at the face, while the other
is eugaged wheeling out the dirt. No. 4 is also
a view from the Karangahake mine with a miner
breaking down the face to load the trolly. No.
3 shows the men tsking a spell to enjoy a comfort-
able smoke, and is really a nice sampte of the rough bush
country in which the hardy gold miner has to bunt for
payable reefs. Amnother picturesque view is No 5, in
which is shown the smithy of the South British mine.
At present itis only a wharé, but as the mine is devel-
oped it will no doubt be replaced by a substantial
wooden building. No, 2z shows the mouth of the No. z
level now being put in for the same cotwpany, and the
miner is just emerging with a wheelbarrow full of dirt.
No, 6 shows a mine manager engaged writing bis weekly

report of the work done io the mine, a troublesome task -

unless he is ahle to anmounce the discovery of a run of
gold. No. § shows the mouth of the level put in at the
Christchurch Company's mine, the Mariner, where a lot
of dead work has been done which should lead to the
ultimate discovery of a payable lode.

A general idea of the Karangahake settlement may be
gathered by a glance at No. 4, which shows the suspen-
sion bridge over the Ohinemuri River, and in the dis-
tance the houses of the miners and other buildings. At
the rate English capital is coming into Karangahake this
scene should svon be a thing of the past when the present
modest shanties are replaced by more pretentions
structures. No. 1 picture shows the battery of the
Woodstock mine at Karangahake—a very complete
one—and when the additional stampers now in course
of erection get to work, this Company should largely in-
crease its output of bulilion. Some idea of the work
done may be gathered from the tramways and water race
that are sttached tothe battery. No. z is a fine view of
the tramway throogh the Waitawheta Gorge. The
ponderous mass of overhanging rock shows bhow the
tram track had to be blasted cut of the face of the cliff
abutiing on the river. No 5 is a view of a winze, where
the bauling is done on the primitive principle of a wind-
laisand bucket, and No. 6 shows a solitary miner resting
ou his shovel while he indulges in a few whiffs from his
pipe. The most picturesque scene of all is undonbtedly
WNo. 3, which shows the dam constructed by the Talisman
Compsany in the Waitawhieta Gorge for the purpose of
securing ample water supply for the new battery, which
is just about to commence the reduction of ore. Here
also a tramway has had to be blasted out of the face of
the cliff,

THE average cost of a man’s medical education is
4500, That of a woman's—from Mrs Garret Anderson’s
interesting article in the British Medical Journal— {1000,
This fact, with the necessity of absclutely robust health
for five years" arduous study, ia not likely to swell the
tanahers of lady medicos.

Herr Wichmann will stay here -

LAWNS & LINKS.

—_—

Il croquet tournament still goes on gaily in the
I Empire City. Wellington has the decided vic-
tory, but each pair being eager to play of their
allotted three games, it is being carried through its
whole eighteen divisions. On Saturday a large party
collected on Mrs fitzherbert’a large double lawn to
watch several of the final rounds, and perhaps
by virtue of the confidence inspired by so friendly
an audience, the Hutt came off victorious in
each game. However, that does not affect the final
issue, which leaves Wellington victorious and justly
triumphant. The various pairs of the winning team
now play off agaitst each other, and I hear the * pair’
generally expected to carry off the prize are Mr and Mrs
Charles Johoston.

The excitement over the Dunedin to Christchurch
cycling record isstil) high, 22 hoursand 13 minntesbeing
the best yet accomplished, and I suppose this will scon
be broken too !

Polo enthusiasm in Christchurch has dwindled dowe
with the departure of the team {Messrs R, H, and A K.
G. Rhodes, Beanchamp, Lean, and Alister Clarke (for
Wellington on Sunday by the ¢ Penguin,’ with about
twenty ponies I should say ! I hear they draw Hawke's
Bay for their first opponents, and am awaiting with no
little interest the results.

‘SORRY | DON'T DANCE.'

THE dancizg season will be here very soon now, and
hostesses will be deplering the number of eligible young
men who do not or will not dance. There is no hiding
it : dancing is on the decline among men, or at least
among those men mothers wonld choose for hushands.
It is a hard saying, but none the less true,-that skill in
dancing varies (says a writer in The World) in a direct
ratio with the social status of the modern man. Seventy
or eighty years ago it was far otherwise, in the palmy
days of Almanack's, where Lord Palmerston had the re-
putation of being a most expert performer, and was one
of the first of those who danced the waliz at that historic
and exclusive resort. The exploits of Lord Yarmouth,
who has achieved some notoriety as a skirt-dancer at
the Antipodes, can hardly be taken as a serious
modern instance of the successful cultivation of
the art by a male amateur. The tyranny of the
waltz—a striking instance of a geod thing overdone—
has of late years been slightly shaken by the introduction
of kitchen iancers and the barn dance, but in the in-
terests of grace and good mapners it is by no means
certain whether the remedy is not worse than the
disease. Lady Ancaster’s lament in the pages of the
Badwinton book, on the deterioration of ballroom
manners, is only too well founded. The very style of
dancing is calculated to encourage Bounderdom in the
titeral and metaphorical semse of the word. And yet
there are ail the materials, so to speak, for a revival of
the bygone graces of minuwet, gavotte, pavane, and many
another characteristic measure. ~The girls of to-day are
both stronger and more active than their mothers, and
the great development in the art of figure-skating among
both sexes furnishes conclusive evidence of their latent
capabilities in the cogunate realm of dancing.

S0ME years ago an Americau journat printed a most
interesting article which calied attention to the fact
that babies were not being born in that part of New
York where wealth abounds. It showed graphically
that the rich people were shuoning the duties of father-
hood and motberhood, and that the decrease of hirth-
rate, which bas been said to be the first sign of a
nation’s decadence, might be laid at the very doors of
the people who are most able to provide for children.
A statistician has been examining the vital statistics
of Loudou fer 1892, and he says that they reveal
a condition in the English metropolis even maore
startiing than that discovered in New York. In
twelve years the number of births to the 1000 of
population has decreased 4°4. Nothing more striking
thapo this, he remarks, has been learned in many years
in support of the theory that as the world grows
older 1t also grows more selfish. A  glaoce at
the map arcompanying the report shows that the
sitnation in London is like that in New York in
the fact that the decrease can be traced to the
more prospercus of the city’s population. Do not
these statistics mean, he asks, that wonten aod men are
becoming more seifish and are less willing than they
once were to assume the pains and responsibilities
of motherhood and the cares and worries of father-
hood ? This theory alone seems to Gnd ample sup-
port in fact. The decrease in births may be traced
directly to those who are prosperous. These people
have tasted the sweets of the superlative luzury which
have come with the end of the century, and which are
growing with every year. Ease may become a tnatter of
habit, just as whisky may. KEase is disturbed by the ar-
rival of a child and its subsequent demands upon time
aud labour, and it is tmore violently disturbed by the
added expeose of providing for three iustead of two,
unless there happens to be a proportionate incresse of
income. It is not an extravagant statement that the
cause of the shutting out of these little ones is selfishness
pure and simple, and it is chiefly apparent among the
very tich,

Surirty Gossip.

AUCKLAND.

Dzar Brr, MarcH 23

The Vice Regal family aitended IHvine Sorvice on
Hunday morning at 31 Paul’a Church, and 1 the svening at SL.
Mary's pro-cathedral
The Countesa of Glasgow, who 1a always most energctie, was
busy last weck-—amonget other things—In sending off by the
*Frisco mail her report of the New Zsaland Branch of the Motham®*
Union, of which rhe ia Prasident.
1 told you laat week briefly of some of the Sguadron
teativitier which came off too iata for detailed deacription.
His Worehip the Mayor'a

PICNIC TO NIMHOTAPL

was an pxcellent affalr., Two large breakn met s number of the
invited guvsts at the wharf at nine o'clock, and proceeded Lo
Government House, where tha Vice-tegal and Admirally people
joined them. Hia Excellency the Governor, Admiral L‘Eprinn A

ridgs and staffs. with as many of the officera from the men o
wAr a8 could be apared from the onerous sk of getling ready for
departura on the morrow, proceeded Lo the Waikomiti ranges.
The d was excessively hot, end Lhe dusl rather trying. but a
bresze kep! Lhe spirita of the nar!i)' up. and once the falls were
rearched, the delicions air and lovely scenery fully repaid the toil
of the journey. whilat excetlent nppetites were brought to bear on
Mr Capning's tempting loncheon. The parity returned o iowa in
titne to dine and dress for Lady Glasgow's dance,

THE CRICKET MATCH

claverly planned by Major Elliot was a most interesting affair,
the Major's Leam winnlng by sevénteen rios and Hyve wickets 1o
apare, the reores being 137 and 120 respectively. A good many
people withessed the}?nme. and nearly all the Governuent Houre
arty were prerent—His Excellency the Governor, the Countess of
asgow, the Ladies Augusta. Alice, and llorothy Bogle, Hon,
Allan Borle, Hie Exeellency Rear-Admiral Bridge, the captaine
and varioud other ofticers of Lthe warships, Delicious afternoon
tea, etc., was provided by Lady Gl ow and scrved in the
pavilion. .Of course the delightful mwusie rendered by the
*Orlando's’ band was greatly enjoyed. Lady Glasgow, who wore
a seafoam green gown. with cream silk blonse veiled with exqui
gite point lace, fawn Leghorn hat with upstanding bows of coral
pink ribbon, black winge and lace, looked exceedingiy well ; Lad.
Augusta and Lady Alice Boyle wore becoming pali‘{)ink quipes
frocks, white hats with beelenler crowns trimn with pink
ribhan; Lady Dorothy Boyle, pink and white striped blouse,
twine-colourcd skiet, white cfije hat. 1 alse notced Mrs Goring
in black and white check gown, black booaet finished with
poiot lace; Mrs Holland, black rilk. black lace cape wilh
vandykes of jet, bonnet trimmed with abol green ribbon bows ;
Miss Holland, pink. square cotlar trimimed with white lace, large
jcture hat: Misa Fusie Holland, sleciric frock, white hat; Mm
Iaines. siylish eresin alpaoa, cream satin sguare collar. caral
pink ottoman silk blouse, brown hat with shaded rosea; ancther
Foung lady wore & fawn gown with brocaded slesoves. moss green
velvai, hat with bunches of ahaded poppies; Mims Devereux, pretiy
pale pink gown. Yankee hat ; Misa M. Devoreux, pale blua blousy
navy skirt, brown hat; Mrs Cotter, amartnavy and tan gown, black
hat : MrsG. Bloomfield,atylish chias silk.Jarge Leghorn bat trimmed
with black; Mre Guiherldge. atone grey with full ruche round
iuke of yellow veiled with blaok, black chip hat: Mrs Hope.
ewis, lemon gown. bedice with black, becoming black velvet
toque: Mra T, Morrin, apricot alpaca, bodice teimmed with black
x:ln!i’on edged with passementerie, black chiffon hat ; Mrs Kgerion,
white, black hat: Mrs Lyong, shot tweed gewn fnished with
moss-green ribbon, golden brown toque irimmed with shot groen
ribbon; Miss Hesketh, cornflower blue, square collar of lace,
large picture white chiffon hat: Miss Colter looked pretry in
lemnon : Miss - Cotter. im pale green frock ; Mrs Dacre, black, black
and white bonpet; Miss Wilkins. white ambroidared gown ; M
Irelapd. mourning ; Miss Ireland pearl grey, bodice veiled with
0t lace, hat rn swife; Miss Kttie Ireland, white apotted muslin,
efeater hat : Misa Percival, while; etc.. ete.

A moat auceessinl dance was given by the Countess of Glasgow
last Tuesday aveniog, the 17th of March, being called an

“AT IIGME' AT GOVERNMENT I[OUSE,

for whigh 150 invilations were iesued. It wae a brilllant affair.
All the trees surrounding the houre were hung with Chinese
lanterns. Rather a singular controfenins took place as the guesls
began toarrive at the door. ‘The house was in total darkness,
and the carriages were ordered to amland alill. The would-be
¥isitors were very much afraid somathing dreudtul bad ocvurred,
and there would be mo anticipated dance, but sopn were vory
much relieved to find that the gas had refused to burn. and ihe
guesta liad ooly 10 wait until candles and lamps were furnished,
Some of these were kindly lent by the manager of the Northern
Club, which, of course, gave B much pleasanter and snbdued
light. The evening was excessively warm, so that to give aa niuch
cool air ae possible the windows of the ballroom were takon oul.
There was a large numiber of oflcers of the flest present, many of
whom had ntbenr.l.eri Lthe Meyor's large picnic to Niholipu Kallg
during the day. ‘Fhe dance music wans supplied by Imspey's band,
Light refreshments were laid out 1 one of the apartments
adjoining the ball-roon. where elaret cup, tes. 1ccd cotfoe
fnuite a movelty for Auckland) snd cakes were served, bot
later on_io ihe evening the dinink-Toom wes thrown
open, and & substantial champagne supper wae displayed.
where all the dejicacies of the season were arranged. and o
very attractive meny presented for our favoorable consiieration.
AUngea wera provided in the corridors and side roouns and ouf-
side an the verandah. The search lights from the four men-o'war
sbips in harbour were threwn upon Government House, and Fou
can well imaging the brilliancy of the scene. Many exclaimed.
' What a lovely moonlight night ! The \llroom amf the variowma
aitting roome were mulgfu]l{ decoraled with flags and greepery,

ormer was exceptiopally beantilutly decorated, a party of

The
saflors from H.M. ' Orlando’ having arlistically mdorned the walls
with branchea of fern, palm, and fags. Moat prominent stood
out from the walls two beantiful Aoral devicor, on one side being
a crown with V.R., and en the other a large anchor in compliment
to the efiicera of the Hent. Thess devices were prescnted
and execuled by Mrs Webster, fruiteror. Queen-streel. spd
ware magnideent apecimens of the foral ariists’ handiwork.
The gcane In the ballroom was very beautliful, pR the numorous
officers were in uniform, and each lady had douned her very
handeomest frock, Moalof the gowns were new for the occasion,
In the Vice-regal set of lancers 1 noliced His Exeelloncy and
Hon. Mra Deversux : His Kxcellency the Admiral and Countesm of
tilasgow, Captaln Graham amd Mre Alfred Nathan, Caplain
Hrouwve and Mrs Goring. Hon. Mr Deveroux and Mr: P, Ihgoan,
Colonel Gorlog end Mr Kilgour, Licutenant Hibberl umf M
Morrin, Lienlenant Duff and I.ady Angusta Boyle. There were
three debitranles —Misdod 5. IInker, Devercux, und Holland. T'he
floor wans in excellent condition, Dancing waa kept up with
great spirit unti! an wvarly hour in the morning, nm;I everbody
went away well pleasred.  Tho gentlemien and ladiem were abont
equ{\l in nembers, owing to tho large number of naval men pre-
Aent,
THE DREASER,

The Countess of (ilasgow was very handxomely dressed in &
rich brocaded groy silk with streamora of ilne cream lars in frony
reachiog to the foot of the skirt, tho cdus of Lhe budice being pro-
Inrely trimmed with the samna interiningled with ribbons snd
fastened with hand«ome diamoend ormaments, diamond Linrra In
her hair: Lady Augnsta Hoyie (whesn fool 8 not suticlently wel)
10 allow ber to indulge in round dances) was gewned like bher
rluter, Liady Alice, mnd bath lnokod very wall in dome blne satin,
folded bodicos of creamn lace, and wprays of pink rosss on
the left shoulder: lLady Dorothy lookud owi.rringl:r wall in
8 dainty bub almple white whower muslln frock  trimimed
with Jace and rihl ™ Sluarl Mentealh, stylish hiack
Hilk dress relisvesl with whito satin klecves and black Jace
voiling: Mims Plunket. blark skirt of silk, pink ovening blonke ;
Mrs {Joring, ntriking gown of navy silk with white Horal design,



