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£ 30,002 worth of church property, has only [f35.000
deht oo the whole. [t has big fire insurance and
life assurance fund at its disposal, and these funds
yearly add much wealth to the Connexion. Its
uiinisters &re now much better paid than formerly, and
the 1854 Basia of U'nion would have secured them for
ever if wisely adh.red to. It is yet to be hoped that the
remaining difficulties may be overcome, and as separa-
tion from Australia may be soon granted to the New
Zealand Chnrch, {resh overtores may be made and ac-
cepted by all concerned.

liotme Mission work in the church—from the various
repores submitted —is progressing favourably.  5till the
wunual doaations to this fund do not come in so fast g
the cause demands. Much more wight'be doge. The
Fareign DMlissionary spirit has greatly revived in the
colony. Tt wus a matter for regret that the Advecate,
the Connexional paper, was not thriving as well as could
Le wished, I1s articles are vigorously written, but
religious journals in the colony seem to die after a tew
years of publication. The cause of decay is dificult to
detect.

The Conference as s whole was a great success. The
visitors were delighted with Auckland, its lovely
scenery, and fine weather, Many of the Migisters and
laymen brought their wives with them, and many re-
newed ol friendships formed in Auckland many years
ago,

THE CHRISTCHURCH REGATTA.

Tii¥ annual carnival of the Christchurch Regaita
Club took place this year on the Estuary at
Suwmner, and was one of the most successful the
Club basever bad, The weather wasdelightful, the events
interesting, and the public were there in force. Our
photographic artist has succeeded in securing sorme fine

‘shots' of the gathering.

A PATENT FOR BLOOMERS.

HEREAFTER, in the United States at least, the new
woman will bave to pay a royalty on her bloomers.
Letters patent covering tbat up-to-date female wearing
appurel have just been granted to Thomas Royee, an
enterprising citizen of Brooklyn. The application for
this putent was filed by Royce $ome time ago, when the
bloouter crave was at its height. He did not claim to be
the ociginator of this form of feminine trousettes, but
based his right to letters patent o tbe ground that he
was the inveutor of some of the nost essential features
of the accepted style of bloomers. He also claimed to
be the original applicant for a patent right on the article
named.

The delay in granting letters patent io Royce was due
to a long-drawun-gut and tather humorous discussion
amony the Patent Office exawipers as to whethber female
trousers. comnmonly known as bloomers, were patent.
able. The interesting point in counection with the
granting of this patent was the official decision and re-
cognition of the word ‘ bloowers,’ it being beld that the
term was of novel American origination, without regard
to the apparel of females of the 0ld World or ascient
times.

A MONTANA CRITIC ON ° GLEQPATRA.'

THE play of ' Cleopatra®” was written by a man named
Shakespeare, s0 he claims, but Ig. Dounelly says that
Shakespeareis s liar, Shakespeare is dead aud Dotinelly
can make his bluff stick. Cleopatra lived in Hgypt,
Africa, We give her full post oftice address te keep nur
wfvntemporaries from saying that we are claiming her
#r our own—the Gallatin valley being called the Hgypt
of Aniesica. Uleopatra was a gav girl. The bull yrain
was the only mesns in communication with the gutside
world in her day, anrd she dido't bave to give alternocon
teas to keep in the swim. Bloomers were nota fad. In
fact, very little clothes of any kind were necessary.
There being no danger of early frost, the folks there

{id not bave to tie up their feet in gunny sacks and

shovel 8 path 1o lhe wachine when they thrashed their

barley crop. As we have before remarked, Cleopatra
wus a trifle gay, She net Aptony at a dance given in
thie sehoolhouse snd she straightway marle 8 inash on
hun, Antony had one wile to his eredit, but as she was
back emst at & place called Rowme he got a little gay him-
sell.  Thipgs were coming his way like a three-time
winner. Ee took Cleopatru to all the dances, candy
pulls and school entertalnments in the neighhourhood,
aud none of the home bovs were in it for a minute, He
told Cleopatra that his people back io the States were
great,

“*Why,' said he, one day, 'y people back in Miz-

ZOUTY are wav up,’

' Are they ' said Cleo.

‘Well, [ should swile,’ said Auntony, lowering his
vuice until it was music to her ear. ' l'urt nigh pearly
every yol daro oae of "em bave got a gold fitlin' in her
teetl.'

Antony's wife in the States died about this time and
he had to go home. While ke was back there visiting
around and telling sturies about the hig crops they raised
biy irrigatioo ob the Nile, he married anather girl just to
please a brother of hers whom Antony used to bhe
chummy with, but who was uow workiog his farm on
shiares with the railroad aud ao esstern lpap company,
His patne was Cesar ab the time, but it is prolslly

Dennis sow, for they introduced the cash aystem iuv all
the stores at that place.

Antony didn't have the nerve to bring his wife hack
with him. So he gave her & song and dance about mot
havipg his house chinked up, and promiscd to send her
a second class ticket over the Burlington in the spring.

UNCLE SAM: ‘Ireckon I'll take off these war trappings and get in

trade again.'—Frekiye.

TURKEY Ha% MADE AN ALLTANCH

(Frowmn the Chicago Times-Herald.)

PRESIDENT KREUGER OF
REPLUBLIC.

THR

(Urom a carteots published in a Seuih Africay l'aper.)

PRESIDENT KRUGER !

CEK.

WITH RUSSlA.

TRANSVAAL

*Neither of you geese laid that golden

It was ours before you came, acd ours it shall remain.’

Caesar got opto- Antemy through a local paper, which
gave several colamos of its space to young contributors
in order to make thiogs lively in the neighbourhood.
This contributor happened to be jealous of Antony, and
he got even through the paper. Cwesar came out on =
cut rate ticket purchased at Kansas City, and Antony,
who was & member of the militia
company, dropped onto this and a
rusty United States mvntg sabre,
dying & sure but slow death,

Before he did this Cleopatra
made what she thought was a foxy
play, by sending word to Antony
that she had committed suicide,
She thought this would cause him
to rush to her side with a stomach
pump. ButAntonydidn'trush. He

. pulled out his sabre, and, makinga

- ygrand stand play, fell on lit. Not
baving any clothes on and being a
heayy man, the sabre suceeeded in
cuiting a large-sized pash into his
vital system. He died a lingering
death to the tune of ‘The Band
Played On.' Cleopatra, hearing
of this, gets a tarantula, which
strings her, and then she gracefully
floats out of existence.

Autony is buried at the expense
of the county. The commitiee ot
one bupd .kick at this, for it is
a tax-paying time, but congratu-
late themselves that it is cheaper
than a murder trial and an acquit-
tal. This is the sad story of Clea-
patra and Antony, leaving out
some of the dry details, wherein
red Jights and several other thipngs,
excepting clothes, figured,
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A certain steamship company in
New York, in consequence of the
demand for free passes and cheap
rates from ‘ininisterial-looking’
men, has had the following Bibli-
cal guotations printed :(—

Thou shalt not pass.—Nombars xx., 18

The wicked shall no more pass, —
Nehuam i.. 15, ;

None shall ever pass.—Mark xxxiv,,

Thaugh they roar. Fet can they not
paga.—Jeremiah x.,

Suffer mot 2 man to pass.—Judges iii,,

28
R Sf be paid hia fare apd went.—Isaiah
1o

Applicants for free trips are shown
these selections, and as g result
either give up begging or 'pay
the fure and go’

AN EXTREME MEASURE,
Sofiy '

hand grenade over his head.’

JoAN BULL—'Well, I'll be hlowed !’

‘What was the trouble between you and young Mr.

*Why he said his brain was on fire, and I Lroke a



