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Te strika whila the lron Is hot la his
motte.
* Meanlears, look at yonder eraven beast )

He has assailed the charsctar of this young
girl.  Ha is u cowan d nn Frenchman,
Lat me tali you my betist. [i he ataken

atidl remiched perhajps avidenca would ba
found thut wouald prove him u 7py.’

Hardiy are the words out of Caprain
Tom's lips than wikh & roar the Amuzons
hurl themralves apen the giant. He Hehts
like & demrn, and st one Lime thrantens Lo
ascape, but olhars come to the asuiatance of
h wmies, and duwn the atrsst they
captura him, halding his arme whils the
search is made.

Ers fiva recouda more have gone a rhont
is hoard. Hawia ara raiced alotr, bearing
papurs that have been takien from the per-
wan of Frane.is—papers that coniain wy stig
m rks, p/ana of the fortticetions, wd
figurea e-umnnng the number of Lroopa in
Parin.

*Hang lim !' in the cry.

A rope appears ag il by magie, and the
noose is elipped nver the man's neek  Thenm
with jest aud vhout they deag their intendeou
vicsim In the diraction of the newtest lamp

po(.nptmn T:m makss nao aflort to ssve Lho
man. Indved. sfter haring learnad Lhac
this wreteh hed inenlted the blind wiel, amd
soughs to make her the vickim of the mob's
fury, he aven feeln m anvege rutiefaction in
the thouwht that joittce in AbOLL (O over:
take Lho leilow.

Junt at r1his motnent cccurs samsthing
mot down on the progratnime.

A shell, cast from & Kiupp pun on the
haighin of Chatiilon, drops inte Lhe street
not forty feet beyond Lha satging crowd.
There ia a blinding Bua-h, a terriic, ar
plosion, criea of hereor and alares.

The buntire =till burns.

vaptain Tom bas been knocked down by
wha concuskion, thoupgh trom Lha way in
which hin head mches be ar Eieb imegines
that a pisce of the skell hoa brained him

He etruegles to his feet.

Such a sizht as that which confronts him,
Lt is enough to tll one wich hoiror. That
patticalsr Pruseian ehall has done mars
damaye than soy yot sont Inso the doomed
city.

I{nl! a dozan of Lhe Amazena lie npon the
strest maimed of Killed ; others crawi away,
or, rising to ther test, hasten to the shelier
of doorways, si though lesring s repesitios
of the diraeter.

D.wn tha street n fiying figure catches
the attentien of the Awmarican. [v s the
ginnt Francois, Satan lovks alter hie own,
wnd this enpine o! destruction, sent trom
the earsbworks of bis friends, had paesed
by, leaving the Gearman apy anscathed,

*We may mest again,’ mavters Tom,

Theo he suddenly remembere 1he blind
girl.  He fenrs that she way havs been in-
jured by the tersible explosion, and turas
va find that ahe is no longer at his side. He
jooke sround in bewilderment, not able to
tell where sha tmay have gone. It ia too
much to believe that atke could have passed
oot of sight dowa the strest in this shore
pece of time.

He oves the houres near him auspicicusty,
wt though aader the impresaion that ope of
sbam wmay hava given her ingresa.

Then, marking the locality in his mind,
be leavor the scene ol the explosion. Al
ready jeapla are Hocking to the spot from
evary quurter. Justau buzzards scent carrion
nfar oll, av there vultures of the great city
fivck 1o lesst their eves oo the sight of
blead.

Captain Tom haz been pzrealtly agitated
by the recant events. As ho walks alone
ha mutlers 1o himwil, and certaio words
lot tall i & vuice mbove = whisper give an
indication to his thuughts.

*JEie she irany ob fay
that Beure, was Myra's ; but blind,  Great
henvens ! what does that mean?! Isibiaa
dresm?! Awm I awske?! Perhaps the con
tinusl roar ol the groat puns bas ansettiod
my reaeon. Nonseise. Things are per-
fectly cleur before my eyes. Eithar Lhak
eirl was Myra, wnow [ met so strangely a
Hime, or slve one whu rtrangely resembles
her. \Whar could bring her here? 1t was
under the ehadow of the obe'iek an the
Monte Pincio that I iast eaw Myra, nnd she
wan hot blind then, for the b jzht eyes
walu sacl havne with the battsred element
I cuil iny heart, Thers is m my:tecy hare,
snd [ eannot salve it now, but [ will ¢oma
again to thia place and look for the girl [

Surely that voice,

waved from the mot's med fury, Just now
[ huve yomething deeper to play.'
Hu cemses to commane aloud. [l his

shyuphits are siill on the aubject there i oy
oatward manifeatation of the fact

Thun he tinally fimis himaelf in frond of 2
convent., The grey walls rise before him
cold and piti sss.  He looks up the street
and down to see whether the *shadow’ i
im might; the dnrk form that lor days and
nighta hae followed him wherever be may
hava gone

Nothing can be msesn of s wsuapicioue
nature.  Perhaps the pursuid has beeo
Kiven wp.

He facen the convent. The door ln near
by, and ascending the lew steps he pulls
the Lall,

VParis no longer kuows silamce. Har
citizenoe slesp with the distant growling of

tha Prostiana siege pons, the hearier deton-
ations of Mont Valorien, and the bursting
of ahells amany the hoa=ea, ss their lullaby.

‘The ovil days have com heon * childrea
ary tor bread, and the no bread In
Irrael.' Famine thrastems ta ba & worse
[ow than the foreigw fos encampsd sboub
heor wally,

In thin qorter an occaslonal whell dropa,
and alresdy the convent has be n buily
used, By some wsccident its grey walln
lhave bueen picked out by the German
gunnere milen away as & good objeck at
which to eight their gnne in 1he day tims.

In mnawer to his Tine & black-rabed By
eamen ta the litile wickes in the door, ax-
thaupes a lew worde with the American,
and 1hen opans the hesvy lLion barrier, in-
¢iling him to antar.

He ban been hera bsfare, and the way ia
Inmiliar ¢ 0 he passes on Lo & small patlosr
rr recopiion-roum, where the gss burnhe
aw.

Hare he awsits the coming of ons for
whom he has inquired Lt is wstrange hour
t0 make s call, but of Iata Pari« has knnwn
na uight since tha terrible bombsrdmenb
began.

While he site thers Caplain Tom allowa
hia thoughts to ranze backward. Ha linda
hia curiosity regarding the young girl very
kean.

What could bring & blind girl pot npon
the streats at such am hour? Harl wshell
demolished her home* How caunid ehe run
to him wnd beseech his nesistanca if blind ?
How did shs know he wam an Amsrican
evan before he had uttered s pingle word ¥

Thess ars pertinsnt questione.

They worry Captuin Yom immenasly.

With an impatient geature ha turna away
trom the contemplation of such mysterien,
and glampen arooncl at the walls. ‘Then he
picke up & book lying on she kable, snd
idly turna the pagea

Ttisenalbum. Faces intereat him deeply
and he looks from pave to page A the
wory !ant he finds him-elf gazing upon Lhe
picturs of m younhg girl. Back af her eun
be reen dimly the walls of the tamous ruin,
vhe Caliseum

The man holds his breath, He has mads
a diecovery that appals him. Under the
figure is written the name * Myra,' It ia
the pirl whom he left in Rome, who has
wluded his eoarch a0 long, snd whoes
couaterpart be bas rescued om this very
night.

Why shrald tha pictare of the pure and
artiess Myra be toond in Lhe album of this
plotsing Germuan spy, Linda Uubois?

CHAPTER 1V,

' WINE (5 A MOCKER! TAHE CARE, CAPTAIN
Tou,'

‘FuE rostle of & woman's drapery ascuses
Captain Tom [rom the reveria into which
he hue uncunacioualy fallen while guzing at
the aweet face in the album,

He looks up. In the narrow door-way
etanda & woman, 3he wears the dress of &
nun, but it is & mockery, for her cheska
are afluine with tha rorer i health, such ae
can never be #ean on the face of & eister
who denies herself the plessures of the
world, nnd faatas in the solitude of her cell,

The veil wiil hide thesa tell-tale cheeks
should sbe chaose to go abroad upon the
ntreeta, and oven Lhe lower classes, the
caraidle, reapect the dress of a ssier and
the red cross she carriee when upon mn
ecranl of merey iv war times.

Captain Tom is ot surprised at anything
this remasrkacle woman might do, but he
pretends (¢ ahow ustonishment.

*I'he dress becomes you, Mna'm'eelle
Linila, but why a=sume it? Do the rules
of the convent require such eacrifiges from
each gneet? ha aske, necapting her white,
ahupe'y hand,

She laughs merrily,

*Daar me, no, monsiewr,
caprice on my part. | am curious to eee
bow 118 ziece gusr on. | would travel the
streetn pnomolasted, and in this garb | 3m
nble 1o go und come where | please, Must
of the puns are out npow luoking after 1he
wounded, of whom ihe hoepitele are [ull,
Thay threaten Lo turn the churches into
hospitala, andl Notre Lacie as wall e this
gonvent may echo with the ¢riesm of the
wounded, The Lady Superior is an oid
friend of mine, aod would do much to aesist
me, knowing that I mean to write & bouk
on the siege of Puris.’

She in seated near him now, and he con-
tinues ko purvey her cloraly,

*Ma m'ssile, pardon mo, bot you ure a
remarkable woman, the moat gilted lady [
aver met. This wonderful book, when it
appears, for whose reading ie it inteaded —
the French who are shut up i Paris, or the
{ievinans who surenund her walls ¥

Thne fair Linda takes no offense, but
nmiles snd rhakes the truant veil back from
her fage,

*Wait and eos, monsicur. You mav ba
surprieed to find your ideas permeating my
book, for | honsst y confess that much of
wny knowledge of militery technigue waa
xained through you.'

Cuptain Tom winces. At tha same time
he swiles inwardiy, it such » thing cen be,
for he bas bean gromsly inaocurate io all

1t i mere

thinga pertaining to tha defence of Farla
when sngaged in convarsation with the tair
Linda

*You are a compiste mysiery to we,
ma'm'vells.  Think how strunyely we have
mat.  Furer, montha apo, long befors ths
v ege begun, L had vhe plos-are of stopping
your ruuawey horsa ot the Boulevard
Montmartre, Our seqosintance began
there,

‘Later on we mat by chance at the
Louvre, in the Muees Eygvptian, whers 1
tind you deeply engroesud with tha relica
Irom the pytsmide, anu especially some
earioua little muta s fald Locontain lave
pawders, strange poisons, and the like, used
in Lhe times of the nneiant Pharauba,

* A third time we tosa sight of each other,
and again our mesting in brought wbogt by
fute in & eingular way, \Walking with my
on i, General ]a Urclz, in the Faubonrg
Sr., Honore, wo ste & etring of gaptured
Uhlane being broucht into tha rity,  The
lortunes ot war have thrown them inta tha
handas of the French, and sll atang the
atreatn they are the subjecrs of curiosity
and insult.

*1 sev a lady in a carringa draw near,
Bealold is you, ma'm’saite, Oue of the
T'hlane, an ofticur, n eplendid epecimen of
manhoed, altempta to bresk from the
ranka: he shakes his lists at you ; he eris-
oub that you are a traitoress, and dererve
dea‘h ; thab you have deserted your lover
wnd the native country of your mother's
people to seek the dalighta of Paris,

¢l pee you shrinkiuyg b.ck, sppalled. I
realiea that Lhis cfficerSbms onea been your
lover. Hv is dravged back ioto line, and
the proeeseion moves on.  Later, infuenced
by more than mere cutiocaity, I endeavour
to Gnod him in order to hear mure about
¥ou in wham 1 am sn deeply intereaied, bur
he has airsady been axchanged. Nome
hiddan power hian sek (he wheelas in motion
for him.

*1 ses you oitan after thia. Ye ride and
walk togsther. You take me inte vour
contidence with regand to your book.
When last we parted you told me this was
to be your (uture address, and Lllat 1 ecoulil
=6@ you at uny hour, 1 nave come.

While the captsin speaks the fair
Alsatian hus repstded him zlossly.  She s
playing a deep and dengerous pame, and
thin mwan has entered it in & way ¢he hat
nos zaiculuted upon when arranging her
plans,

Ab tirar he han been, as rhe believas, her
dope: her dupe now ghe loves as only vne
of  her country can, The rtalwury and
brave Armerican has become a hero in her
eyes. All ather games must play s minor
part o the one in which ehe would maske
him her elave,

3 1@ thinke 2he haa captured him with her
charma of face and bpute. 'U'hat like other
men balora—the Uhian ol +, for instance
—ahe can hammer his heart to suib her
humour.

This proves what a poor judge ehe ie.
Perhaps she may be able to read her own
wex bellet

*1t is = strange hoar, Unplnin Tom., Teli
nie why you have eought me? ehe eays, in
her round, velvely vulce. 0 like the soft
purring of a cat,

He hard.y dares to tail her all, bul may
gay encugh to appeses her curiceity, Quick
wib is needed, ro Lhat zurpicicn may not be
aroused.

* Listen, ma'm’eelle, and let me lell vou
somejling that may interost you. \Wehave
seen much of each orher during this rimv of
viege, and you will pardon me if I suy 1
huave tahen unurual 1ntereat in yuu—and
your book '

‘I'he woman in the nun's dress taps her
foot on the fivor nervously. und shrugs her
shapely shuulders as ehe listens. This
ratergnce to her book sounds like rarcasm
It inay be poraible that Man-ieur Tom dues
not have 0o much cuntidence in the produc.
tion ot the volume as he hae given her Lo
beliove,

* Proceed,’ vhe says, lightly.

¢ Under such circumetances, you rewmem-
ber, | obrained fur you m steady mad fuith
ful body eervant, one Mickey dcCray, wha
has, 1 underatand, seived vou fuithlully wll
this while.’

¢ Dovuted Mickey. Ha is"a diamond in
the rough,’ she murmaors.

* Nur has my liendebip ended there, my
demr Ma'mn'selle Linda. 1 have comne here
at this atrange huar 16 prove thaf, thoueh

my tieart beata not in sympathy with the
caure you love, [ atill regard you highly.
Iln & word, ma'm'selle, I am here to aave
you.'

The woman showa smation. Her ayea
'icter like atars, and evan in this moment
of aupreme trisl her thoughte ara wmore for
the man than connected with her own
danger,

*To save me I' rhe repeste, in her valvaty
voica, *How good of you, Cuptsin Tom,
No doubt you risk much in coming. What
dangur threatens me now? Haa the count
decided to raid my fortress, the convent,
and carry ma ofl, or does my military ad-
mirgr, the weneral, intend to fivht a dusl
with you because of my poor Airtations

* Neither, ma'm’selte. The warnlng I
bring you concerns yooreelf alone. You
wust leave Parle.

8ha laughs im a strangs way.

*Whal you eay is absurd, Captain Tom,
Lauva Paris, indeed! Why shonid I go;
how can I puss through the lines

* Yon witl have no difficulty ap to seven
to-morrow night, when the gates are closed,
provided yon show this passport frem
Troche, I you remain alter that hour it
in—death

* Leath '

*{ have raid it, selle. The governor,
wha gare ma this pase, H iraist on the
full penaity ot the law il you wre [oand
within the wull« after tha gates close.'

Sho wwakens to s full sense of the danger
menacing her. All Lhnughtl of lova ars
put aside The woman gives way to the
patriot.

* Monaieur le Captain, you can toll ms
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Inent Lowell Tradesman.

“My dasghier had for a loug time been
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“THE SICK MAN™

SPEAKS.

THE SULTAN OF TURKEY nbjecte
to the presence of m Hritiaw fiset in the
Boachorous, because be is afraid that
THR EMPIRE TRA COMPANY'S
BLENDED TEaAS

would, ih the event of arn occupatiom by the
FPowaers, easily oust the nativnsl baverage—

cafles.

Althengh the EVIPIRE TEA COMPANY
may mot accupy Turkey just yor, neverihelass
I'hmr blends gecnoy the altention of all levers
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EMPIRE (in lead) " w 2=
MIKADO (in load) . - 110
CEYLON (in lend}

{red sud gold label) ,, " 110

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY,

W. & G. TURNBULL & CO,,
ProesxikToRS,
WELLINGQTON.



