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CAPTAIN TOM.

A NKOVEL,
8T ST. GEORGE RATRRURNE.
Auphor of " Doector Jaek,’ ' Doctor Jack'a
1) ife," ore,

CHAFPTER L

THE SARLLS FRLL IN

LATIN,
AT exactly ons o'clock on tha morning nt
the ninth of Janoary, 1571, & great shell
hutied from the Prassise stroaghold ac
Chatilon drope upoa the roni of a house in
the Qasrtier Latin in doomed Paris. A
moarsfal, roshing soand is instantly
tottowed by & ripping and rearing, ura
20ccoeded by a momled exploson, then
coxee a dreadiol rilence.

la a cornar of the apper room & man
fally dreazed has been eloeping wa & eor,
Tha tremeadoas shock mrouse2 him ; be
fiing+ back the corers and sits ap, looking
around with & cooiness that is amaring.

Darkna-s avarywhere save above, whers
A rugzed hole in the roo! marks the route
saien by the iron introder. Theman gives
a whrstle 10 indicate his aurprize.

* A close shave, by Jove! That .
meant for wme. Confound tiicee Prossian
wunners, 10 break my rest in thie way.
Ugh? that i a rvoid wiod coming 1o
i1hrough the new entrance.  Ix is imposaibtle
o zleep longer. Perbajs | may tind some-
thinz to interest me oatside.’

L-stening. strange sounds come to hia
ears. The French farta snswer 1he Prosaian
guoa  Monr Valerien is atflame, and the
wbander of artillery males Lhe rery sarth
wembia. Berider therw is hoard the weird
ahriek ot paseing sheils, their sawial burat-
ing, with perbapa the faling of inonomer-
ab.o bricka or stonex

Adtonishing wa it may seem, this man
take: & mateh and Jighta a eandle with »
hand that never so muech ms trem'lea.
Zurely ba woat be made of ice, or hava
nerves of stesl, to show so litile emotiog
Jaring aach a toamalke
hielliog che Hime as moch ae possible
irom the carrent of air tbat ru-hes in
through the rent in tne roof. he sarveys
tha dez0iate saceoe. The maiters hang
dowpnward, plaster ligs broadeust over the
door, which in torn is torn and wrecked
whers the iron sphere pazsed downward,

A Goe dast Glid the air; the bovte woold
parhaps fall caly lur the suppart giveo on
gither shde. A it ir. the balidiog iy
ruined.

While the cool inwate of rhe ubper floar
thus zurveys the wreck of his quattere, the
light iali2 wpoa bis owon face and fhgure
{2 reveals » vall, woll-knit form, and an
American Toantenance, more retsckable
on accoant of its Grinnesxs than because of
a0y claims ro manly beauty, althoagh Cap-
rain Tom Pilgrim bas never been accounted
» homely mao.

Saiicoed chat hia den is no looeer habit-
able r this remore!sse vizitor (mm the
Prussian gune at Coatillon hes plouzbed »
passaze through it, the Awerican dons mn
suler coat, togeiber with & toit hat, aod
pickiog op a few little wrticles, such as n
revolier, ete., walks roward the estair.
case,

He remembera ior the Grst time that
there  ara otbers  below, aod wonders
whether the irom monster haa done more
than bring damagze apon the propecty.

Qu the ztairs he wmeetr Monsieur Blane,
hiz host, & small bor volable Freochman,
who deoouuces 1he Fruseiana for rui
bim. and expresses gratitude that "munziear
le captaina * ia safe.allin one breath.

Everywhers in seon wreck und ruoin, for
the sheli reema to bave dropped as perpen-
ditalar.y a4 though ecomibg From 1he
cigude.

Ever tha door is out of plamb, and ooly

by & mazcalar effort doee the Awerican tear
it open.
_ He pastes out upon the streeta. The
Quartier Latin iv receiviog an undus pro-
partion af the amemy’s pr.j-cti‘es, and on
thia nighet in particu.ar the cirizens araiaily
arnused to & realisaticn uf 1leir perilous
sitgation.

LCatil recently the Parisisns have langhed
al the siegze— they eaw oo litcle o: ite horrors
a8 the batibos have been fouvht st s distatice
—and the otlicial reporte published each
d-v; predicted w Frusrian retreat immedi-
aely,

Now the bombardment was tezun, and
*_:oula-. bridees, and chorches Jie in ruine
Scarvation e

HOW THE QUARTIIER

not  tha only fate that
threatens Toereiss terribie death Hotter
ing in the sir, accompanying sach hurtling

bomb.  The humocar of the populsce has
changed, snd ucinal fear is tesn opos many
a lace,

Tha strests wre wot crowded, bub bers
and there staod rquads of men sad womesn,
discassing Lhe last terrible of tha
tiege, barrying this way and that to mote

tie devastation cansel by & barsting chell—
Perhaps [0 00 .lect relses At Libe sarre 1me,
for thoir fear hat mot subirely overcums
their ewpiclity.

Lighte are seem ; tor che gresk city is not
¥ot redockd 1o darkness Fites barm in
threa dirlines quartocs, but w betber canred
by bareting bombe or through (be careipas-
-'ju: of piliaging vandals, it is ithpowsabie ta
tal

Uaptain' Tom eaoniers along, taking in
the strangs rirhta to be mat with on this
might of the hotiest bombariment yeot o3-
rorienced, and heeping a watchlal eye for
friemds, of wnom he bhae & mumber in the
boleaguarad city

Several eabs rattle slong ths paved
streats. Each bears the rignihicant red
tross, and, oo Joabt, conlains a wounded
man from the front—an otficer ol rank,

twthaps— whoss pairion snt tles him to &
baud in the Nechear Hospital oo the Kus de
Serres, thous b (rom the 1eckisse manser in
hich the she [a tameend it wild probably
b sxler 10 have kopt the wosnded lesders
in liw forie oatsida the ity

Here and sthers are nuos hasnesing o
give their as-istance 1o the wounded, each
under the protection of the red cros

The scone i lall of axcitement. He s
& fouss ia ruirns, just bevond a vhel teare
guping hoe in tha streer, esnding the
debris ali arcand ia confoson, and kil ing
ens who chance to bs naar,
strect that debouehes upon
a bog evard a company o mobiles march
amid the cheers of the Farisian crawd, which
ia nothing if not demonar e.

The giare of a bonlire lighta up the
acene, And g inta apon the po.dsbed ehisae.
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pote carried mpon the shou'ders of the
soidiers from the provingces, All aroued are
ences thal tiee his come home ta
« Lhoughiiess Fo snd yar ber citrzens,
veins they are, neser Jdream bur
a hifevus mightmare, and m me

A trap—when the army of reecue
¥e eomioyg, but mever arrives,
teaches the rcene

Thes sauntering along, the American
fade that he has reached rhe Houievard
des Cepucines Nsw) by tnwers the hotel
wenersl'y sooghr, after the louvre, by
firvigners, and known as the Hotel de la
Paix.

Ever in this quarter Paris is slarmed.
Tre Fiuseian gun- seem cacab e of i eaching
evety jpoime in 1he city, and st sny hoar
the deluge of iron may bo bharled upon this
#ection.  Indeed, oue thell hars already
shattered = hoare Dot & stone’v throw irom
the caravansary.

Laprain Tom ha: had an cbject in head-
ing tor the bemevard, e louks into each
{ace he meets, as thoogh onder the beiief
that here he wiill mnd the one he ke
Sometimes it is a well dreseed citiran, aguin
& man ol the Lourgecise stamp, weaning a
blouse and Tsfuese hat, or perha= &
military individusal, steotting slone with
tra importance that oo.y a French petty
otticer can assume.

Whi'e thurenaged he reaches the hatell
and & hand gpredses his arm, whiie a soice
Ay

*\What does this wean, Captain Tom.
* You declared you ®wera bound In aleep the
night thiouy' in epite of the blooxy racher,
and yat nere | Ond you co Lhe buulersrd,”

‘Tne =} saker i, | ke himself, a foreigzner.
but bis toice aud lancaape be-psak the
Briton. O .herabesideathe during American
have allowed themaslvyea to be shut upin
Paris, from mikives of curicer'v, lore of
advanture, or something eiva that may be
deveioped later on.

Capiain Tom laughe. It i» & cheery
sound, &nd has son him many a friead in
time past.

‘I give you my word, Lord Erie, 1 slept
&9 »0und at a doltar a2 lony as the attair
was confined to sczeeching and emashing
bout im the Latin Quartier, but when a
beastiy shell dropped into my rocm, aad
jeft me exposed to the weather, 1 drew the
lina at that, and eonc.uded that thers
might be tome gueer things L0 be seen on
the sireste.  Something—1 cwn't exp'an
woat—drew we to your hotel. Perhape it
was beravss I saw our friend, Colonet
dolas, ceing carried in an ambu ance to the
hozpital, or 1t mas have been Just & notion
om my part.’

* Pardon me, oy frie
¥'ew, even the hand cf fate.’

*1 am far irom being a futalisr, Lord
Eric,' returned the Aoerican, ag the same
tirue giving his companion a queer glance,
for he hardiy %aew how to take h.m as
times ; milard i2 w pecu iar eombination—a
puzzis to those mhu know him.

*Liitea! At this very moment I have
itsued from the hotei bere with my mind rec
upon seeing you. Behold ! the trat person
nrainat whom | runis Captiin icm. What
do you call that but iste ¥

* It ia a queer coincidence, vertain'y—I
nimit that; bat what bas o.curred te make
an n'ervigw with me sa essentinl® Has
anything happened rince | paries with yoa
at nioe at the Lhamps Eiyreee Y

The Eog ishman twiste hin nech sroond
&s if to maka sore thut there i+ nu ons near
1o #py upeno their morements.  Then he
1akes nod ol hiz companion’s elecre ana
drame biin into a niche formed by the hotel
wall.

Lt not only screens them from the obserra-
ticn of paevers-by, but serves to kesp od
the chiliy Jaounry might wind that sweeps
duwn the eiegant bou.essrd,

There i+ eometuiog myaterivas in the
sery action af the Briion, and ad-
venturoue Captain Tum mntacij ate- s reve
lativn that will aruuse his siugwri-b blood.
The wan has zeen 0 much of Lizin his
time that ordinkry eveni= tu nal move him.

Having !ully sa'1=fied himsel! mithregsrd
to Ltheir securnity, miund s esks abd even
lis vuica revrow o ba tull of deep mystery,
#0 lowr and strained isits 1one.

*What | have to leli vou concernc
certain lndy iriend of yuurs. Pachape you
Ca0 LIVE a yuer? a* to her neme.”

*Lat me see.  [# it the feir Alaatian,
Linda?¥

*Hit it rhe Aret shat !
hear: muat be, rep
any tou «00n ks Warn Yuo

‘Bahi! 1 havy passed
baitecy of brignrer eyes tian hess.  Lonida

s beauriful. It wmueen e ta piay 1ha
wallunt vt g4 1n s minle, thoueh [ aw mure
al hame 1n the wowds, ve an the deck of wy
:ainty lutie yneht, than in the pres¢ice of
ladies ; but as to warning e ot tnedanger,
my goxd tren |—'

*Wait! You du not understand, me.
caplain, [t 1« no: dan er fiom her eye=. of
which | marn yuu. I he peril comes brem
another quaiter, but in conuiclion with the

it war more

Showa where vour
hase not cowe

uns#cathe.l the

fasr Alsatian.’
Captain Tum pu''s &t his eiger whi'e haw
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companion thus rjeske.  He ecems to be

W g the wirds,



