
BLAND HOLT'S AUCKLAND SEASON.

•saved from the sea.’

AS the end of the Bland Holt season in Auckland

has drawn nearer, and his departure for Well-

ington and the South becomes more imminent,

the public have displayed their enthusiasm for melodrama

more and more markedly. It is perfectly astonishing
whereall the monev comes from. The houses during the

season have always been of the best, but during the past

few days there has not been a seat to be had for love or

money after a quarter to eight, and the old hands at

the Opera House declare that such business has

never been done in Auckland before either by

Bland Holt himself or by the Comic Opera Company.
‘ Saved from the Sea,’ which was played for the

concluding four nights of last week, proved immensely
to the public taste. It certainly affords the scenic
artists and mechanists admirable chances for the

display of their art. The explosive scene and the

subsequent tableaux are as good, if not better, than

anything of the kind given before in Auckland, and
were applauded with the utmost enthusiasm every
evening. The fun and jollity of the picnic scene,
and the fine opportunities afforded Mr Holt and
his ever charming wife for comedy, were also

much appreciated. And also since the public loves
to have its flesh creep on occasion, the gruesome
scene in Barchester Gaol, where the hero is led towards

the scaffold pinioned, and with the funeral procession,
hangman and parson complete, proves very popular, and

is probably one of the strongest draws of the melodrama.
I do not object to murder scenes. Why should I to this

mimic representation of an execution ? After all the

woman's reason—l object because I object—is the only
one I can advance.

•the fatal card.’

On Monday evening, before the largest audience of
the season, save that of Boxing Night, * The Fatal Card ’
was produced for the first time in Auckland. This fine

play—for it is a play and not a melodrama —is mainly
the work of Mr Haddon Chambers, the brilliant young
Australian playwright, who in the last few years has

given the stage some of the most powerful dramas and
plays of his time. In ‘ The Fatal Card ’ Mr Haddon
Chambers and his collaberateur have reached a very

high point of dramatic art. They have written

a play as full of moving incidents and sensations

as the heart of the most devoted worshipper of old-
fashioned melodrama could desire. But these in-
cidents, these situations, these stage pictures are not, so

to speak, stuck on to each other with a thin paste of in-

ferior dialogue, but spring naturally from the grim and

stirring story which unfolds itself—a story which for

strength, truth, and power I have never seen equalled in

any production of the sort. lam sure no offence will be

taken by Mr Bland Holtif I say, as the easiest way of ex-

pressing what I mean, that * The Fatal Card ’ is one of
those plays which would seem tofall more naturally into

the repertoire of Brough and Boucicault thanhisown. It is

essentially nota melodrama, but a drama, and indeed but

for the comic relief it might easily be styled a tragedy.
Rarely have I seen a play which excited me so keenly
and moved me so deeply. From the rise of the curtain

on the drinking saloon ‘ out West ’ to its fall on the

cottage devastated by the terrible explosion which takes

place before our eyes, the interest is enthralling ; the

mind as well as the eye is requisitioned. While the de-
mands made on one’s love of beautiful things is at least

equa' to any of the spectacular and scenic wonders Mr
Holt has presented, the intellectual enjoyment provided
is of so entirely different an order, and of so much higher
a quality, that ‘ The Fatal Card ’ stands apart from all

other productions of the season.

In the main the acting was well worthy of theplay.
Mr A. Norman’s Marrable claims, I think, first atten

tion. The part is a fine one, and the character complex
—one of those very human mixtures of strength, sin,
and loveableness which Mr Chambers first introduced us

to in ‘ Captain Swift.’ Mr Norman’s impersonation was

altogether worthy of the part, and when I have said this

I don’t know that I can praise more highly. Incom-

parably the most interesting figure in a play where every
one is interesting to a greater or less extent, Mr Nor-

man as Marrable carried the audience’s sympathies
through the entire drama. His was in every way a fine
impersonation, a piece of work of which any actor

might be justly proud, and for which Mr Norman
may be well satisfied. Mr Baker is a fine actor, and

has been the central figure of the season, de-

servedly reaping the greatest share of public applause
for a brilliant series of masterly impersonations. In

• The Fatal Card ’ he has an exceedingly fine part, and

on the whole he makes a great deal of it, but here and

there MrBaker seemed to me to fail to convey the depth
of character there is in young Marrable. In the quarrel
scene with his father he scarcely, so it seemed to me,

changed sufficiently at the mention of his mother. The

deepest note of emotion was struck, but Mr Baker

scarcely fully succeeded in bringing out the fullest and

deepest tone. The Jim Dixon of Mr E. C. Corlesse was

a very finished and admirable bit of acting, and must be

singled out for special mention. The other male parts,
and they are many, were all well filled.

Miss Ross, as Margaret Marrable, made an impression
on playgoers that is not likely to be effaced. It was a

Channing and extremely fine impersonation. The

Mercedes of Miss Watson was unconvincing tome. Her
accent was overdone, and moreover, it was not the
Mexican-Spanish accent. Miss Ansted transformed a

good high comedy part into burlesque. As for the Holts

themselves, they have never done anything better.

They played into each other’s hands in the most admir-
able manner. The play was from every point of view a

veritable treat, and the public evidently appreciated it as

such.

Society Gossip.
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, January 13.

His Excellency the Governor and party arebavin?,

by all accounts,a very delightful cruise in the Hinemoa.* They
visited Tauranaa and Coromandel, receiving in each place a most

loyal and cordial welcome. The Ladies Augusta and Dorothy
Boyle, properly equipped in oilskins, descended a mine, and en-

joyed the little adventure. I do not know when they return to

Auckland.

A LARGE MOUNT ALBERT PARTY

to Nihotapu Falls came off last week, numbering about fifty.
There were two brakes packed with living freight, besides eques-

trians. The weather left nothing to be desired, the sun shone

brightly but not fiercely, and a charmingly cool breeze blew
gently throughout the day. The roads were in perfect condition.
The party left Mount Albert about eight o’clock, and arrived at

their destination at eleven oclock. Mrs McLeod’s cottage. a little
farther up the ranges than the Nihotapu. whose hospitality is well

known. Horses were tiedin heryard. etc. On these premises now

large sawmillsare erected, which also prove attractiveto visitors.
Luncheon was partaken of under two large kauri trees, which
afforded ample shade. The party then made their way to the
Falls, a distance through the bush of out two miles. Such a

glorious walk I The first fall is very pretty, but the second is
grander, being of agreater height. Toreach the bottom of these
falls ropes were adjusted to trees todescend by for the track is

perpendicular, and so many tourists have gone down here that
most of the branches and shrubs have been worn away. The
whole party did not attempt this. About half a dozen
lazy ones remained and sat at the top watching the

rest, who afforded them a great deal of amusement. After

loitering about in the bush gathering ferns, etc., till time

for tea. the party made a move for the rendezvous, and arrived

about five o’clock, famished and ready to do full justice to the

afternoon meal, thenthey wandered ad lib through the sawmills,
workmen’s cottages, etc., while some were so adventuresome as
topunt about on a log in the dam. At seven a start was made
for Mount Albert. I shall not describe the gowns, though some
of the girls were smartly frocked in their best, and as one or two

of those while crossing the slippery stepping stones of the

stream, which we have to cross two or three times in
going to the Falls, slipped in to the water up to

their waists, it will be kinder not to mention their names.

Amongst those present were Mr and Mrs Wright, the Rev. F.
Larkina. Miss Larkins. Misses Sellers (two). Mr and Miss Haszard,
Mr Kensington. Mrs Chambers-Taylor and two daughters. Miss
White. Misses (Cecil) Taylor (two). Mrs Kerr-Taylor and

daughters, Mr and Mrs Budd. Mr V. Kerr-Taylor (who was the

Jehu of one of the brakes). Messrs Dawson (two'. Miss Maier.
Miss Bessie Jones, Mrs and Miss Tanner. Misses Wright. Dawson
(two). Mrs Wilks and her three daughters. Mr F. Battiey. Mr
O’Neil, Mrs Motion. Mr C. Motion.Messrs Willis.Wright, Colson,
andMr Sloman (who missed the brake and walked out the whole
way from town, appearing on the scene tired and hot just as the

party had finished their luncheon, and of course w*as made the
hero of the day).

The children of Mount Albert had their picnic this week at

TitirangaBeach, a pretty place covered with Christmas trees in

full bloom and a shelly beach. The day was not as pleasant as
the seniors picnic, being rather cold and windy, but nevertheless
the little ones managedto enjoy themselves with bathing, fishing,
etc. Alarge brake from town was hired toconvey the youngsters
with their chaperones, while others drove out their own car-

riages.

THE YACHTING PICNIC

this year wasblessed with most satisfactory weather, and was a
successful and enjoyable affair. About forty-five yachts made

their way during Saturday afternoon tothe rendezvous, Takapuna
Beach, whither the ‘ Eagle' had already conveyed a large number
of visitors. Tea was liberally provided by the Yachting Club,
and eatables were carried by the members and friends. Hunter’s
band adc ed its music to the ripple of the waves, and a capital
water tournament, fireworks, etc., aided greatly in passing a

pleasant time. At nine o’clock a start was made for
Auckland, ano shortly after ten o’clock the visitors arrived in

town, tired, but content. Amongst the many present, I noticed

Miss MacCormick. in a black costume; Mrs Windsor, white

muslinblouse, dark skirt; Miss Isaacs, navy and white yachting

costume; Mrs Haines, pink blouse, grey skirt, sailor hat ;
Mrs Masefield, cardinal veiled with black lace, large black hat

with feathers; Miss Dunnett. stylish brown costume, hat tomatch

relieved with white: Miss H. Worsp, dark skirt, pink blouse,
sailor hat; Miss Percival, white; Miss E. Percival, navy and

white sailor costume; Mrs W. Bloomfield, stylish cream dress:
Mrs Sharland. fawn tweed, black hat with pale green ribbon .
Miss Otway, fawn skirt, pretty blue blouse; Miss A. Wylde-
Brown, white with heliotropesash ; Miss V. Dacre looked pretty
in navy skirt, pink blouse; Miss Bull, white pique, white hat with
cerise bow; her sister wore a dark skirt, pink blouse; Mrs

Hughes-Jones, white muslinblouse, black skirt, sailor hat; Miss
Lena Owen, blue striped gown, gem hat: Miss Butters, dark skirt,
blueblouse; MissL. Butters, prettypale blueblouse, dark gem hat;
Miss Gordon, black, pink blouse; Miss E. Hughes, grey skirt,
white blouse: Miss G. Whitelaw, black skirt, pink blouse; Miss

May Sellers.hollandcostume: Mrs Hudson, heliotrope blouse dark
skirt: Miss Dudley, cream blouse, red tie. sailor hat with red
band: Miss Kennedy, spotted pongee: Miss F. Hart, striped
muslin; Miss Leighton, black skirt, becoming heliotrope blouse:
Miss L. Leighton electric blue; Miss G. Bell, pink blouse, dark
skirt, Yankee hat: Miss Wilson, grey capeand skirt, pink blouse,
etc.

A very interesting
POLO MATCH

was played at Potter's Paddock on Saturday between Remuera
and the City. Messrs Hanna Whewell, Tonks. and Gordon re-

presented Remuera. captained by Mr H. Tonks, and the City by
Drs A. C. Purchas. Sharman, and Messrs Purchas and Colegrove,
captained by Dr. Purchas. The weather was fine, and a
large number of players, as ■well as spectators, wended their
way topolo. The gentlemenbeing a great deal in the majority.
Mrs O’Rorke provided the afternoon tea, which she gracefully
presided over. The decoration ofthe tablewas chic, consisting of
red geraniums and green ferns. Now for the gowns : Mrs O’Rorke

in arecherche gown of brown seaweed crepon with silver thread,
the bodice of which was pink and green shot silk finished with
lace, brown sleeves also finished with lace, brown silk toque
trimmed with shaded silk to match, green velvet bow ; Mrs (Col >
Dawson looked well in a neat fitting nil green costume: Miss
Elliot, dark skirt, striped pink blouse: and her friend, a pink
striped gown; Mrs Makgill, terre skirt, bright pink blouse ;
Mrs Colegrove, dark skirt, cream China blouse; Misses Kerr-
Taylor were similarly gowned in white, hats to match; Miss
Smith, pretty white spotted muslin, cream hatwith ribbons : and
her little lister pale blue gingham; Miss Claire Smith, riding
habit; Mrs H. Tonks. dark skirt, lilac blouse, sailor hat with

polo colours: Mrs Hanna, dark skirt, spotted blouse: Miss
Ruth Jackson, black crepon, cream sailor hat: and her

sister, grey check, white hat with wings; Mrs Ware, grey

tailor-made gown; Mi-s Ware, grey skirt, w*hite blouse;
Mrs Harry Jackson, dark skirt, elcctrique blouse ; Mrs
Rhodes (Christchurch), light brown tailor-made gown ; Mrs
Worsp. black silk, black lace bonnet: Miss Wilkins, brown
holland. pink vest; Mia* M. Wilkins, white pique, red necktie :
Miss Courtayne. neat fitting mode grey, white hat; Miss Minitt,
dark skirt, light blouse: Miss Churton. black crepon ekirt, pink
blouse with black spots fashionable black sailor hat with

pink flowers; Miss Brinks, navy; Miss Edith Banks, dark
skirt. blue blouse trimmed w*ith black velvet; Miss
Hesketh, black skirt, canary blouse, sailor hat: and her
sister, pretty white pique with cape to match, white leghorn
picture hat trimmed with white oatrich feathers and tulle;
and another sister was on horseback ; Miss Dowd was also

gowned in habit with pink blouse: Mrs Greenway, white pique
with black hat. band, boots, and gloves: Mrs Markham, brown

holland; Miss Thorpe, cream holland,black lace hat with flowers ;

Miss M. Purchas. white skirt, heliotrope blouse ; Mrs C. Purchas.
silver grey cashmere; Miss Morse, dark skirt, cream silk blouse,
hat with canary-colonred trimmings : Miss Whistler, dirk skirt,
white olouse profusely trimmed with canaryribbons; Miss Hilda
Bloomfield, cream Liberty silk marked with red and blue

crescents, white bebe hat; and a few others whose names 1 did
not know*.

Tennis tournaments are raging like an epidemic just now.
almost every lawn being spout for ordinary' and steady play by
these exciting contests. They are far too numerousto mention,
especially as the scores appearso quickly in the daily papers.

Avery pleasant little tennisparty was held on Saturday after-
noon at Mr Brett s pretty residence. Takapuna. The grass
was in excellent order, bur the attention of the players was
somewhat diverted by a capital game of golf which was goingon
at the same time just above the tennis court, and at imminent
risk to the windows of the house.

WEST END ROWING CLUB’S ‘AT HOME.’

There was a large gathering on the grounds of Mr Holmes,
Ring Terrace. Ponsonby, on Saturday last, when the trophies
presented by Mr T. Peacock, patron of the Club, were presented.
The grounds were prettily decorated with festoons of flags.
Afternoon tea was served in a large marquee,the members of the
Club and their lady friendsbeing most assiduousin their attend
anceupon the guests. The various rowing races were watched
with interest. Impey’s band played a number of musical
selections during the afternoon. Among those present were: —

Mrs 8. Hanna, in adark skirt, electric blue blouse, gem hat; Mrs
8. Hughes, light grey gown,bonnet en suite-, Mrs Holmes, fawn
crepon. frill of salmon pink silk over the huge sleeves: Mrs D.
Tole. cream creponelte with silk stripe blouse, dark skirt, sailor

hat; Miss Rita Tole looked well in white pique; Mrs (Dr.)
Knight, black crepon costume with heliotrope blouse, black chip
picture hat with full frill of black chiffon toform rim, pale pink
roses: and her two little daughters in cream Indian silk

frocks trimmed with torchon lace, large Leghorn hats:
Miss Peacock, black

serge skirt, white blouse, Yankee hat:
Miss M. Peacock, cream, black lace hat and pink poppies;
Mrs Rees, electric pique, white vest, becoming little black bonnet
with pale pink wild roses : Mrs Self. fawn, stylish white hat with
white feathers ; Miss Harrison, black : herniece. Miss M. Raynes.
pale pink with black velvet yoke; Mrs Clark-Johnson, holland
costume : Miss Oldham, lemon coloured blouse, dark skirt, golden
brown hat with feathers to match : Miss Blades, pale pink blouse,
holland skirt, white hat; Mrs K. Mahony looked dainty in black

surah, white chit- hat; Mrs Robertson, black; Miss Bach, pure
white muslin, shot straw toque trimmed with white; Miss E.
Oxley, becoming stripe muslin, white Panama hit; Miss

N. Edmiston, electric; her sister in green: Miss B. Gittos.
tabac brown, burnt straw hat trimmed with brown;
Mrs Coe. black crepon. blackpicture hattrimmed with chiffon and

roses; Mrs Cowan, white and black spotted blouse, black skirt.
chic hat; Mrs Dratfin. stylish check costume, white blouse, black
velvet toque : Miss Edmiston, white, white toque with silver grey
poppies; Miss Clara Edmiston, o d rose shot with old rose shot
silk bodice, large fawn chip hat trimmed with apricot ribbon and

aigrette; Miss Upton, light blouse, dark skirt; Miss Graham,

becoming silver grey snowflake rough material, white hat with
large bows of black ribbon : Miss B. Graham, white hailstone
muslin, white hat; Mrs Watt, flowered muslin, white chip hat

with chiffon ; Mrs If werson. green; Mrs Mouzer. green with
creamlace ; Mrs Jones, black, heliotrope bodice, etc.

Phyllis Broune

DUNEDIN.

Dear Bee, January 10.

Like the rest of the colony, we have had bad weather,
and were therefore quite prepared to enjoy an

AFTERNOON TEA

indoors, given last. Wednesday by Mrs James Cargill at her resi-
dence, ’ Nevada.' It was in honourof her sister. Miss C. Fraser,
of Palmerston North, who is at present staying with her. The
table was mast artistically arranged with vases of nasturtium and
grass. The drawing room looked exceedingly pretty, the whole
of the room being decorated with cream lilies. Those present
were Mrs J. Cargill, in a neat white spotted print shirt, black
crepon skirt; Mrs Gibson. Mrs Turton, stylish black crepon
trimmed with black silk, dainty little jet bonnet; Mrs McGowan,
black sergejacket and skirt, heliotrope print blouse, small white
sailor hat: Mrs Stilling, charming black crepon,large black hat

trimmed with black lace and pink roses: Mrs Ogston. neat

fitting fawn Vicuna cloth, black chip hat with yellow roses and
chiffon; Miss C. Fraser, dark navy blue print with white spots
lavishly trimmed with cream insertion lace ; Miss Rattray, black
serge jacket and skirt, white shirr, black hat trimmed with
bunches of heliotrope and violets; Miss F. Rattray, black co<

tume: Miss Kenyon, neat black serge trimmed with ribbon
and jet, small black straw toque: Miss Webster, tailormade
fawn covert coating jacket and skirt, pink print blouse spotted
with black, dainty yellow’ toque with bunches of roses and shot

ribbon; Miss S. Webster, mouse-coloured tailor-made jacket and
skirt, blue striped blouse, small black chip hat with green silk
ribbons; Miss Hodgkins, neat black sergejacket and skirt, white

shirr, black hat; Miss Williams, black costume: Miss Cargill,
black serge costume, black sailor hat. Many others were also

present.
On Wednesday Mrs Henry Williamsalso gave a small

‘at home.’

The tea, cakes, etc., were most delicious. Delectable raspberriesand cream were kept going during the afternoon. The guests
were to have amused themselves playing croquet, but owing to
the weatherall attempts at playing were put an end to. Those
whom I remember present were Mrs Williams, the Misses Pearce
(Auckland). Graham, 8. Graham, Henry (Wellington'. K. Henry
(Wellington), Rattray. I. Rattray, Reynolds. V. Reynolds. Turton,
Batchelor and others

On Thursday Mrs MacGowan (Roslyn) gave a

SMALL LUNCHEON PARTY

for Miss Gertie Neill, who is to be married early in February,
The table looked very gay. being decorated with sweet peas.
Those present were the Misses Rattray, I. Rattray. Williams.
Hodgkins. G Neill. K Neill, etc.

'I he same day the Misses Williams (Anderson’s Bay) had their
usual

‘AT HOME.’

The day was bright, but very windy. Nevertheless a goodlynumber turnedup. Tea was served in the drawing room. Some
of those I recollect were Mesdames Williams. Grierson Cutten.
Gibbon. Turton. Bridgeman. Neill, the Misses Williams. Thomson.
(Christchurch) Graham. Henry (Wellington). K. Henry. Pearce
(Auckland). Cutten. Rutray. A. Rattray. Greenwood. A. Green-
wood. Fuller! Wellington). Mills. Reynolds. M. Reynolds. Webster.

S. Webster, Prosser. I. Prosser. Neill, K. Neill, etc., etc.

Our Christmas holidays were simply perfect, and I am sure
everyone must have enjoyed their outing very much, as there is

no doubt about it, that if the weatheris good.it helps agreat deal
tothe enjoyment of picnics, etc. 'I he weather was not so good at
N< w Year time, but it wasnot too bad toprevent pleasure trips.

On Saturday (28th) the Bishop and Mrs Nevill. gave

A LARGE ‘AT HOME’

for the Sisters, who have lately arrived from the Kilboarne
Sisterhood. London. The Bishop and Mrs Nevill received their
guests in the hall, the latter being gowned in black crepon
lavishly trimmed with jet,tiny white lace cap. The rooms and

hall were most tastefully decorated with flowers and pot plants.
Croquet was kept going all the afternoon. Those present were
Canonand Mrs Robinson. Mrs Walcot. Mrs Davey. Airs Farquhar,
in a handsome silk crepon. pretty lace cloak handsomely trimmed
with jet. dainty black bonnet; Mrs Grierson, black crepon
with bands of black satin ribbon, stylish fawn straw bonnet : Mrs
Manson, handsome navy blue corded silk edged with jet, stylish
black velvet hat with white ostrich feathers; Mrs Driver; Mrs
C. Butterworth, dainty pale blue print blouse and skirt, shot
straw hat trimmed with pale blue flowers : Mrs Webster. hand-
some black corded silk mantle edged with jet. frill of lace round
neck, pretty jet bonnet with bunches of purples flowers; Mrs
Jones, charming black crepon trimmed with black chiffon and
jet. black straw bonnet with white violets; Mrs Batchelor, royal
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