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BLAND HOLT'S AUCKLAND SEASON.

- TSAVED FROM THE SEaA.

S the end of the Bland Holt season in Anckland
has drawn npearer, and his departnre for Well-
ington and the South hecomes more imminent,

the public have displayed their enthusiasm for melodrama
more and more markedly. It is perfectly astonishing
wheresll the monevcomes from. The houses during the
season have always been ot the best, bat daring the past
few days there has not been a scat to be bad for love or
money after a quarter to eight, and the old hands at
the Opera House declare thet soch buosioess has
never been dome in  Auckland before either by
Bland Holt himself or by the Comic Opers Company.
¢Saved from the Sea,” which was played for the
conclading fonr nights of last week, proved immensely
to the pablic taste. It certainly affords the scenic
artists and mechanists admirabie chances for the

display of their art. The explosive scene and the
subsequent fableavr are as good, if not better, than
auyihing of the kind given before in Auckland and
were applanded with the utmost enthusiasm every
evening. The fun and jollity of the picnic scene,
apd the fine opportonities afforded Mr Holt and
his ever charming wife for comedy. were also
much appreciated, And also since the poblic loves
to have its flesh creep on occasion, the negome
scene in Barchester Gaol, where the hero is led towards
the scaffold pinioned, and with the foneral processicm,
hangman snd parson complete, proves very popular, and
is probably one of the strongest A? aws of the melodrama,

5 not object to murder scenes. Why should I to this
mlmu: representation of an execution? After all the
wotan's reason—I object decause I object—is the only
one I can advance.

‘THE FATAL CARD?

On Monday evening, before the largest audience of
the season, save that of Boxing Night, ' The Fatal Card’
was produced for the first thme in Auckland. This fine
play—for it is a play and not a melodrama—is mainly
the work of Mr Haddon Chambers, the brilliant young
Australian playwright, who in the last few years has
givero the stage some of the most powerful dramas and
plays of his time. In ‘The Fatal Card' Mr Haddon
Chambers and his coliaberateur have reached a very
high point of dramatic art. They have written
a play as full of moving incidents and sensations
as the heart of the most devoted wormshipper of old-
fashioned meladrama conld desire.  But these in-
cidents, these sitnations. these stage pictures are not, so
to speak, stuck on to each other with a thin paste of in-
ferior dialogne, but spring naturally from the grim ahd
stirring story which unfolds itself—a story which for
strength, truth, and power I have never seen equalled in
any production of the sort. 1 am sure no ofence witl be
taken by Mr Bland Holtif I say, as the easiest way of ex-
pressing what I mean, that *The Fatal Card' is one of
those plays which would seem to fall mote natorally into
the repertoire of Brough and Boacicault than his own. Itis
essentially not a meledrama, but a drama, and indeed but
for the comic relief it might easily be styled a tragedy.
Rarely have I seen a play which excited me so keenly
and moved me so deeply. From the rise of the curtain
on the drinking saloon 'out West® to its fall on the
cottage devastated by the terrible explosion which takes
place before our eyes, the interest is enthralling ; the
mind as well as the eve is requisitioned. While the de-
mands made on one's love of beautiful things is at least
equal 1o any of the spectacular and scenic wonders Mr
Holt has presented, the intellectual enjoyment provided
is of so entirely different an order, and of so much higher
a quality, that ‘ The Fatal Card® stands apart from ali
other productions of the season.

In the main the acting was well worthy of the play.
Mr A, Norman's Marrable claims, I think, first atten
tion. The partis a fine one, and the character complex
—one of those very Luman mixtures of strength, sm,
and lovcableness which Mr Chamb first introduced us
to im * Captain Swift."” Mr Norman's impersonation was
altogether worthy of the part, and when [ have said this
I dor’t know that I ¢an praise more highly. Ilncom-
parably the most interesting figure in a play where every
one is interesting to a greater or less extent, Mr Nor-
man as Marrable carried the audience's sympathies
through the entire drama. His was in every way a fing
impersonation, & piece of work of which any actor
might be justly prond, and for wkich Mr Norman
may be well satisfied. »r Baker is a fine actor, and
has been the central figure of the season, de-
servedly reaping the greatest share of poblic applanse
for a brilliant series of masterly impersonations. In
‘ The Fatal Card’ he has au exceedingly fine part, and
on the whole he makes a great desl of it, bat here and
there Mr Baker seemed to me to fail to conveythe depth
of character there is in young Marrable. In the quarrel
scene with his father be scarcely, so it seemed to me,
changed sufficiently at the mention of his mother. The
deepest note of emotiom was struck, but Mr Baker
scarcely fully succeeded io bringiog out the fullest and
deepest tone. The Jim Dixon of AMr E. C. Corlesse was
a very finished and admirable bit of acting, and must be

* singled gnt for special mention.  The other male parts,
and they are manoy, were all well filled.

Miss Ross, a5 Margaret Marrable, made an impression
ot playgoers that is not likely to be efaced. It was &
charming and extremely fine impersonation. The
Mlercedes of dMiss Watson was nnconviocing to me. Her
accent was overdone, and moreover, it was not the
Mexicap-Spanish accent, Miss Ansied transformed w
good high comedy part into burlesque, As for the Holta
themselves, they have never done Anything better,
They played into each other's hands in the most admir-
able maoner. The play was from every point of view a
ver;l.lble treat, and the public evidently apprecisted itas
such,
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ail scoonots, ery delightfol cruise in the

¥isited Tauranaa and Coromandel. receiving in each place & most
loyal snd cordial welcoma. The Ladies Augusia acd Dorothy
Boyle, proparly equipped im oilskina. descended & mine and en-
Joyed the little adveniurs.

Auckland.

I do not know when they mturn to

A LARGK MOCST ALBERT PARTY
woek., numbering sbout Afry.

triana.  Tha weather left pothiog Lo be desired, Lhe sun sbone
Brixbhtly bat not flercely. and & chnrmmnlr cool hreeze hlawr
ntly throughout theday. The roads were ‘in perfect eondition.
q‘na party left Mount Albert aboul eight orlock, and arrived AL
their destination st eleven oclock. Mra Mcleod's collaga, a llttle
farther up the ranges than the Xihotapu, whoce ho-pitaliry la well
koown. orees were iod in her yard. etc. On these premises now
large sawmills are erected, which also prave attraclive to risitors.
Luncheon was pariaken of nnder two large kauri trees. which
sfforded ampla shade. The party then mads their way to the
Falls, & distance through the bush of out two miles Such a
glorious walk! Tha first fail ia very pretty. bui the gecond is
ndar, being of & greater height. To resch tho bottom of Lheaa
Fotin ropes ware adfusted to trees to descend by for the track is
perpandioular. and o many touriats have gone down hers that
moet of the branchea and shrubi hare been worn away. The
whola party did not atlemipt this About haif = dozeo
Inzy ooes ryemained and eat at the top watehiog tha
reet.. who afforded them a great dea! of amusement Alte:
laitering about in (he bueh gathering ferna, etc., ti)! I.Ima
for taa, the party made & move for the rendezvons, and mrTiv:

abont five o'clock, famished and ready to do full justice to the

witernoon meal. then they wandsred ad [ih through the sawmills,
workmen's cottages, etr. while some were so adventuresome as
to pant about oo & loghln the dam. At seven a starr was made
fm- Mount Aibert. Ishall nat deseriba the gowns. though some
of the girls were amarily frocked in their beat. aod as ane of two
of those while crn-!slng the alippery atepping stooes of Lhe

atrears, which we have to cross Lwo or threa timea in
kgmg to the Falla, alipped in to the water up to
eir walsta, it will be kinder not to mention their namea

Amoogat those present were Mr and Mrs Wright. tha Rev. F,
Larkine, Mizs Lerking, Misses Selleraitwo). Mr and Mian Haazard,
Mr kqnain,zlon. Mrs Chambers-Taylor and two daughters, Misa
While. Miswes {Cecil] Taylor {twol. Mre Kerr-Taylor snd
daughters. Mrand Mra Bodd, Mr V. Kerr-Taylor {who was the
Jehu of one of the brakes). Me<ara ‘Dawson (two'. Miss Maier,
Miga Bessis Jones, Mrs suod Miss Tanber, Misea Wright, Dawnon
(two), M Wilks and her three danghters, Mr F. Haltley. Mr
(‘Neil. Mre Motion, Mr . Motion, Measrs Willis, Wright, Colson.
and Mr Sloman iwho missed the brake and walked out the whole
way from town, appearing 0On the sceas tired and hot just a8 the

'ty had finished their luncheon, and of course was made the

ero of the day). .

The children of Mount Albert had their picnic this week at
Titiranga Beach. & precty place covered with Christmas trees in
full bloom end = shelly ch. The day waa nat o3 pleasant as
the senior's pienic, being rather cold and wlody, but netvertheless
the little ones mroaged Lo enjoy themselves with hathing, flshing,
etc. A large brake from town was hired to convey the Fonngsters
with their chaperones, while others drove out their own car-
Tiages,

THE VACHTING PICNIC

this year was bleased with most satisfactory weather. and wasa
successtnl and enjoyable affair. About forty-five yachta made
their waydoring Saturdara!r_emonn to the readr-pons, Takapuns
Resach, whithar the * Eagle ' bad plresd y conveyed & large onmber
of visitors. Tea was hberalls provided by the Yachiing Club.
and eatables wera carried by the members anod fricads. Hucters
band adoed its music to the ripple of the wavea, and a capital
water tonrcament. freworks. elc. alded. Urutl, in passing m
plessant time, At npine o'cloe a made for
Auckland, and shortly after en a'clock r.he visltnte a¥rived in
town, tired but content. Amongst the many prescnt, I noticed
Miss MacCormick. in a hlack costumes; ra& Windaor, whits
muelin blonse, dark skirt ; Misg Isaacs, pavy and white yachLing

costome; Mrs Haines, pink blouse. grey skirt. sailor har i
Mra Masefield, cardinal velled with black lace, large hlack hat
with feathern; Miss Dunnett, stylish brown costome, hat 1o match

relieved with white: Miss H. Worsp, dark skirt, pink blpuse,
eailor hat; Misa Percival. »hite: Miss K. Perciva!, nary and
white sailor costume ; s W. Bloomfleld. Bt¥lish cream dress ;
Mre dhariand, fawn Lwend. Black hat wilh pale green ribbou :
Misa Otway, fawn akirt, pretty blue blouse; Miss A. Wrlde-
Brown. white with he]iotmg’e sah; Misa V. Dacre looked prett
in tiavy akirt, pink blonse: Miss Bul] white pique, white hat wit.
ccrise bow; her sidter ware A dark akiri, pink blouss; Mres
Hughes-Jones, white musiin bloase, black skirl. sailor hat; Mias
Lenn Qwen, blue at rll;ed gown,gem hat; Miss Buctera, dark akirr,
bluehlouse: Missl.. Hutters. preliy pale blueblouse, dark gem hat;
isa Gordon, hlack. pink blouse; Missg K. Hughea. grey ekln.,
white blogse: M G. Whitelaw, black akirt, pml bloure; Wira
Moy Selicrs,holiand coatume ; Mrv Hodeon, heliotrope blouse dark
skirt : Miss Dudley, rream blouse, red lie, eailor hat with red
band: Misa Kenneds. rpotted pongee: Misa F. Hart, stripeil
muslin, Ming l.eizhlol blnck skirt. becoming heliotrope blouse:
Miss L. Leighton electric blue: Miss (. Bell. pink blonse. dark
pa hat: Miss Wilson, grey cape And ekirL, pink dlouse,

A very intereating
rOLO MATCH

s played at Potter's Paddock on Satunlay betweea Remuera
s City. Messry Hanna Whewell, Tonks. and Gordon re-
ma-t,a‘l Hemuera, captained by Mr H. Tonks, aud tha City by
f) A_C. Porchas, Sharman, and Mesara Purchas and Colegrave,
cnpu:ned by Dr. Purchar, The weather was fine, and
large numher of players, a3 well as opectators. wended their
way to palo. The gantlemen belny & great deal Lb the majority.
Mre O'Horke provided the aliernoon tea, which she umafull:'
presided over. The decoration of the table was rhic, consisting af
red geraniuma and green ferns. Naw forthegowna: Mra ()’ Rorke
la m rechcr-he gown nf brown seaweed crepon with allver thread,
the bodice of which was pink and green vhot eilic tinished wil.h
iace, brown slaeves also finished with lace, brawn silk
trimmed with shaded silk to match, green velvel bow ; Mrs l(‘al I
Dawron looked well in a neat fitling nii green cnsrumu- Miun
Eliiot. datk akirt. suu)ed. rmk blguse; wad her friend. & pink
Biriped gown: Mres akglll, terre qklrt_ bright pink blnuse &
Mra legrove, dark skirt. ceeam China blouse ; Mizses Kere.
Taylor wera aimilarly goword [n white. Bata to match; Misa
dmith, pretty white sparted muslin, cream hat with ribbone ; : and
her uttle rister pale blue giogham; Misa Clairs 8mith, tldin
habit; Mm H onka dark skirt. lilec blouse. sailor hat wil
loa colours; Mrs Haboa, dark ekirr, spotted blouss; Misrs
uth Jackeon, black crepon, c¢roam  eallor 'hnl. and her
sliter. grey check, white hat with wipgs; Vm. Erey
tailor-made gown; Mi-a Ware, grey askirt, nhno blousa ;
arry Jacksen, dark ekirt, electriqaue bloure: Mra
IChrintehutch), light brown tailor-made wn: Mea
Worsp. black silk, black lace bonpet: Miux Wilkins, brown
holland, pink veat: Miss M. Wilkins, while piguc, red neckLis ;
Misa Courtayne, neat fitlng modo grey, whita hat:; Miss Minitt,
dark sgkirt. light blouse: Allas Churton, black crepon skirt, pink
blauss with black spots. fashiopabla black sailor hat with
Miss Hanks, pavy: Miss Edith Banke, dark
blouca Lrimmed with black  velvel:; Misa
black nkirt, canary biense. enllar hat: and her
aister, pretty white °ﬂplqua wilh cape to match, white Leghorn
picture hat” trimm with white oalrich fesatbern and tulle:
and another sistar wan on harseback : Mbu Dowd waa alro
gowoed 1o habit wilh gmk btlouwa: Mra Greanway. white phyue
with black hat, ta, mnd glaves: Mrs Markham. brawn
holinnd : Mim Thor\a. creamn bollaod, blask lace hat with lowers ;

Misa M, Purchaa, white akirt. heliotrops blouse ;: Mrs C. Purchaa,
silrer grey cashmere: Mins More, dark skirt. cream ilk blouss,
Bat with canery <caloured pimmings : Miss Whistier. dark akirt,
whils blouae pro!'ugl]i rimmed with canary ribbons; Mian Hilds

Tannis OOraaAmenta ave ng ke an epidemic just now.
nlmost erery lawn being spoilt for ordinary mad steady play by
these exriting rontesta, They are far too nunerous to mention,
eapecially a9 the scores apear so quickly in the daily p.“?a

A very ploansst little 1eonis party was held on Satunday nmr—
noon st Mr Hrett's pretly residence, Lake Takapuna, Thegrw
wan in azcellent ar, but the atteniion of the pllyeni 'u
spmewhnt diverted by & capital game of golf which was going on
atthe same tima just abovs the tonnis court, and A&t imminent
sk to 1he windows of Lhe house,

WRAT RND ROWING CLUR'E "AT HOME,

There was a Iarge gethering on the gromods of Mr Holmes,
Ring Terrace. Ponsonby. oo Satumiay last. when the trophien
presented by Mr T. Peacock, patron of the Club. wers prescnted,
The grounda were preitily decorated with fesatoons of fags,
Aflterncon tes was served in a large marquea. the members of the
Club and their lady friandd being niodt asaiduols io their attend-
ABCS UpOn the guestA The Tarious rowing races wers watched
with interest. Impey's band played & numbar of munical
mlncl.i.nns during the sftarnocn. Among thoss present were:—

Hanna. io & dark skirt. electric biue blouse, geni hat;
LR Hugheﬁ light grey gawn, bonnet ¢n xmife . Mrs Holmes, l'-wn
eropan. frill of smimon pink vilk over the huge pleeves: Mr D
Tele, cream crepnanelts with ullk stripe blouee, dark skirt, aailar
bat; Mi<a Rita Tole lopked well in white pique: Mrs {Dr.)
Rnizhr. black crepon costume with heliotrope hiouse, binck chip
pictirs hat with full frill of black chiffom to forta fdm, pale pink
and her two little llluahlﬂi in cream Indisa  ailk
trimmed with torchon lace, leghorn
Misxs Pencock. black werge akirt, white bipuse. Yankes hat:
Miss M. Peacock. cream, black lace hat and pink poppien:
Mrs Rees, electri glque white vest, beconmiog litile black bonnet
with ])-lc pink roses ; Mre Nelf, famn, stylich while hat with
whiLe feathern: Mise Harrison, black ; her nicce, Miss M. Raynes,
pals pink with black velvet yoke: Mrs Clark-Johpson, halland
eostume . Misa Oldham, lemon-caloured blouse. dark akirt. goiden
brawn hat with feathers to match : Mise Biadea, pale pink blouae,
hoiland skirt, white hat; Mrs E. Mahony looked dainty in biack
surah, white rhic hat; Mrs Kobertcon, black : Misa Bach, pure
white muslin. shot atraw toque trimiued with white ; Mixs E.
Oxley. becomiog atripe muslin, white Panams hat
N. kdmiston, electric; her gister in green:

inbac  brown, burnt straw  hat  trimmed

Mrs Coe, black crepon, black piolure hat trimried with chiffon aod
rozea; Mra Cowan. white and blark kpoited blouse, black skizl.
chir hat: Mrs Draffln. stytich check codlume. while biouse, biack
velvet toque ; Miw Edmiston, white, white toque with silver grey
WE pies; ‘Miss Clara Edmision, o'd resa «hot with old ross ahot
will bodice large fawn chip hat trimmed with apricot ribbon mnd
Mi.nA L'puan, likht blouae, dark skirt: Miss (iraham,

g filvar grers owflake rough material. white hat with
large bows of 'blncx ﬂbbon' Mise Grahsam. white haliatone
muslin, white hal W fHowered mu<hin, white chip hat
with chitfon ; Mra I!wnrﬁo green; Mra Mouzer, green with
cream lace ; Mrs Jones, black, belictrope bodice, etc.

PHYLL1® BROUNE

Dxar Bxz, JANUARY 10.
Like the rest of the colony. we have had bad weather.
and were therefore quite prepared ta enjoy an

AFTERNOON TEA

indoors, given last Wednesday by Mrs James (‘nrﬂ“ &L her resi-
dence, * Nevads.” It was in honour af her sidter, :. Fraser,
of Palmerston North., who is AL present siaying with he: The
table was most artistically arranged with vased of nasturtium and
graszs, The drawing room Ilpoked excoedingly peetiy. the whaole
of tha room being decoraied with cream liliea. o3€ preasnl
were Mrs J. Cargill. m n neat wlite spotted print xhirt, black
crepon ARIcL: Mrs Mrs Turtonm, styliah black crepon
trimmed with black mlk. dmnl.j‘ little jat honnet: Mra Mceliowan,
biack serge jacket and skirt, beliotrope print biouse, amall white
sailor hat; Mrg '-ulth charmieg bleck crepon, lnrg-e biack hat
trimmod with black lace and pink roses; Mra (galon, neat-
fittibg fawn Vicune cloth, biack chip hat with vellow roses and
chiffon; Miss C._Fruaer, dark navy hlue print with white spots
lavi |shl;r irimmed with crean insertion iace ; Mins Hattray. black
serge Jacket and skiet, whita ehirr, black hat trimmed with
bunchea of heliotrape and vialets; Miss F. Hattray, black cos
tuma: Miss Kenyon, neat biack serge trimmed with tibbon
and jet, small black straw toque; Miss Webeter, tailor made
fawn covert coaliog jarker and skirt. piok print blonse apotr
with hiack. dainty yellow Loque with bunches of roses and ahot
ribbon ; Misa 5. Webater, mouse-roloured tailor-niade jacket and
ckirt. bius b’.ﬂlﬂed hlﬂ\lit‘. Rmall black chip hat wirh green silk
ribooa ; Miss Hodgkins, neat black serge jacket and akirt, white
whirt, black hat; Mizs Williams, black costuine: IMiss Cargill,
black :erge costume, black sailor hat. Many athers were also
presan

On Wednesday Mm Henry Willlams also gave & small
fAT BOMRES

The tea, cakes, etc.. were most delleions.  Delactable mapherries
and eream wera kal: soing during the afternoon. The guesta
were 1o have amusel themvelves playing croquet, but awing to
the weather all attampts at plaging were put an ¢od to. Those
whom I remember present wera Mra Williame, the Misses Pearce
tAncklandy, Graham, 3. Grabam, Heary (Wellingtact, K, tlenry
{\Wellington). Ratiray. [. Ratiray, Reynolda, V. Regnolde, Turtom,
Batcheior and others

On Thursday Mre MacGowan (Hoelyn) gave a

SMALL LUNUHFDN PARTY

for Misa Gertie Neill, who is to be married oarly in Februaey,
Thn table looked very g being decurnted with sweel peas.
prasent wera the ssus Ratiray, I. Hattray. \\1llmmu
}Iorhgkima G Neil. K Nei
1 hi: same day the Mlsvs \\. l.lanma {Andersan's Bayj had their
uaum

‘AT HOME,

The day was brelght. bul very windy, Naverthelesr 8 goodly
number turnod up. o was aerved o the drawing room.  Home
af those | recaliect were Mezdames Willians. Grierson Cutles,
Gib~on, Turton, Aridgenian, Nelll, the Misses Willimina, Thomaon.
(Christchurch) Graham, Heary (Wellinglon), K. Henry. Pearce
{Auckiand), Cutten. 1tattray. A. Hatiray, Greanwood, A. (ireen-
woekl. Fuller t Wellington), Milla lteynotd f Hoyno!ds, \Webstar,
3. Webster, Prosser, I. Prosser. Nelll, K. Neill, elc., elc.

Our Christmas holidays were simply perfect, and I am sure
evaryobe mMust have emuim their outing very much, ax theee ix
no doubt about it that if the wealher s good, it helps & great dosl
Lo the enjoyment of picnica, te. The weather was not =0 xood at
Niw Yeartime, but it was ot too bad Lo Ero\ cnt pleasure tripa,

On Saturday (28th) the Bi-hop aod Mm Nevill, gava

A LARGE "aT HuoNEg'

for the Sistere who have Iatelr arfved from the Kllhowrne
Siaterhood. London. The Rishopand Mre Nevill cecaived their
westa in the hall the Iatter being gowned in black rrepon
avishly trimimed with jiri oy white |laracap. The roome and
hall were most 1adtefaliy decorated with Aowers and pol plants,
Croquet was Kept going nll Lhe afternnon. Thoswe pressnt were
Canon acd Mrs Hobinwon, Mes Walcor, Mre Davey. Mo Farquhiar,
In m hapdrame nilk crapon. preliy lace closk han .-onu-lr trimmed
with jet, dalnty hlack honnel: Mrs Griersun. black crepon
with band+ of biack satin rihbon, wtylish famn straw bonner: M
Managn. handotiie navy blue corded wilk edged with jat, iy
black velvet hat with white ostrich feather<: Mea Driver: M~
. Hullarworth, dmnl{I pale blue print bionse aod Rlkirk, whot
atraw hat trimmed wil 1rile blue lowern : Mrw Wehater, hand-
some black rorded #ilk mantle edged with jet. [rilof |ace round
neck, pretly irt bonnet wih bunches of purplea fowern: Mr
Jonea. charmiog hiack erepan trimimed with black chiffen and
Jet. black straw bounst wilh white vicieta; Mre Batchelor, oAl




