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CHAPTER XIV.
A FauRk TURNEP DOWN.

A vew dagaglide by, The work progresses
rapidly ill it tukoa a cer amount of
Lime to accamplish such s vast amount of
business, and st the end of the third day
they mrs not yet ready, though the Iris
avain flosts epon the bosom of Singapora
Harbour.

Mujor Max has taken cp his auarters on
baard, so that he can personally superintend
the various preparations. As the recognised
leader ol the expedi:iocn, muoch depsnds
opan bia judement. He personslly hires
the craw, und a3 there ia a premium oflared
to the right sort of men, he has a chance ot
secaring = full complement of atardy Jack
Tars befors sailing 1ime comes. Blost of
them ara Enylisn eailvre, and the epice of
danger in tha enyagoment eerves me an
added inducement to such brave lade.

Tha soldier haa aimostentirely abandoned
the field in favour of Nat, and it ia certainly
rhe Nubob's own fault if he doea not im-
prove these polden howre. The diviue
epark ie glowing in hia heart, and at leat
ha ia desply and madly in love; a0 he tells
Max very often,

It in pot very plea=ant nmews ta Major
Max, of courre, but he has experienced
many etraoge things doring the courie of
hia eventlul life, and can smile calmly
whila ‘listening to the handsome Yyouny
Naboh goiug ioto rhapaodies over his lady
tove.

When Max makes no remark, he flies into
a lLittle rage, and demands imperiocusly
whether the msjur has sny objection to the
match—if be does not think Eulalie good
enoogh for him. Thia so tickles the eoldier
that he burste into s roar of langhter, and
in m ¢cyoical voice pays :

* I have been in doubt about it, but have
hopet rhe will, after a while, attain the high
pinnacle that the wife or sweetheart ol =
royal Nabab ahould reach.  Seriously epeal
ing, vou conceited young aApello, 1 think
Eutalie ten timea toee good for you in your
natoral atate  If I were zare this eudden
reformation would not soon peter oot, and
tha last etape bo warse than the firat, I
might feel justitied in beliaving sl wonld
be well.’

Then ha gives Nat such a lecturs an the
gey yoong dag mever received before —
ahowa him his faulta and Eulalie’s virtues
and fna'ly winda up by saying ®

*If yoo ave lucky enough to win her, it
will be a2 hundred times more than yau
deserve. See that you are olways gentle
and troe with her. s may noi find her
fathar, bat, pleasa Geod, [ am bound to look
after her happiness, for the love 1 bore Tom
Thorpe.”

Nat Alayne looked fGxedly at the other &
minute, ns chough a sfudden idea ware
forcing itesif through his bruin. Men oo
whom lortosa ever rmiles are not ge-
customed to proleng reffection, and it comes
hard upon them whan circometances tiirew
them npon their own rescurces.

*"H'm!" he says, but thereia a world of
eignificance in the expraszion,

Major Max bolde hi» gronnd—he is a
soldier by profession snd not us.d to Hight
in the faca of daanger; bub he hea turaed
very white.

They are slope in the cabin of tha ship,
and it is evening, The carpenters and
paintere have gona home, the captain ix
axhere, and the men moatly on deck, frater-
pising in the dog watch,

*Lncla Maz, I am »satounded.’
Mayne.

* 4t what, pray ?’

*Yoa have revealed yoaor secret.’

" My mecret ¥ calml

*You lave Ealalis Thorpe yourself.”

Some men would have perjured them.
solves indignantly denying the trath of thia
accusation, but Major Max sayes nothing —
he knowy it in ro; he can no longer conceal
the fact fromm himself, mnd even Nat's syes
have dircoverad it.

The Nabob w . but heara no denial.
He aven sllows bimself to shaw mnyer, just
aa thaogh he has the right to monaopolise
the love-making of the world He has
staod the lecture of the majsr meakly, nnd
grinned whi¢ hir pet s were being
paraded before his eyes; it ie his toro now
1o chide—yer, to taont.

* 1 st amazed to think a man of your age
would allow himssll to be cuchanted by n
pair of dark syes belonging to a girl only »
few years beyond the short drees perlod.
\Yby, bissa yoaur poor beart, she ian’c near

rays

¥,

balf your age, sir, and coald well look up
to you s her fathe

Major Max proserves his tempar.

* Ah, my dear boy, tha divine spark of
love dosa not thiok of age It bas slways
boen so. Yoo will at thirty-Gve or forty be
just as apt ta ‘g0 into rhiapsocdies over &
charminyg baltet-dancer of sicteon. Bome
pecpla think men get more foolsh is love
makters the older thay grow ; but I can
say, without any conceit, that 1 have never
cagred n woman to shed & tear. You accuss
me of loving Eu'alia Woell, what of it *
She is & charming girl —she comes oearer
wy ideal of & tras woman than any ome I
hava yet met.  Yea, I love the girl with all
my heart and soal If I were fortunate
snough to win her, 1 wounld ba the happieat
man on earth.’

Hao says this solemnly, bot Mayne shows
intenre ezcitemeat.

*Coofound it all,’ he eayw, * will you step
in between and roin the one trua love
episode of my life* She belooge to ma
Why, [ met ber [ourtesn months sgo in
Faria, [ told you alf abeut it that night.
The fact of cur coming together again
proves the existence of m fate binding our
hearts together.  Everyrhing combines to
make her mine, enthasiastically, as he
snatches oat har victore wnd kiases it again
and again.

The wajor frownn at thie

*1 preeumos the fact of yoor having
flicred with ber at a Parizian hospital &
yoar ago, and accidently weeting her axain
ocut here, doea give you a precmption ¢'aim ;
but what should I say, I who have thought
ol her sweat face or thres long yours? See!
hera it is in the locket on my watch chain.
Twice bave these arms strained her to my
heart end soatched her [rom the eager
gra=p of a crusl death. "Would it not be
natural for me to asy Heaven meant her for
me; and, were [ twenty years yonnger, and
as homely as a rcars crow, & dozen Naboba,
were thuwy cowbinations of Adonis mnd
Lothair, couid not force me to yield one
iota of my claim.”

*Twice, you sav ! echosa Nat, aghuat at
the tiger he has sroured.

* Ay, twice ; for Eulalia Thorpe was no
aother than the girl 1 bore dowo the moun-
tain ride of Moot Blane, the eirl whose
pictored face hae haunted me sver sioce”

*Then am I urdone. T coald hold my
own against one rescae, for in regard to
that yon promiesd secrecy: bot two—
never. Heaven help me, I've loak just
when | thought [ had won.'

The Nabob ia a sorry-looking individaal
in his deapair—ecch a contrast to the high.
stepping dandy umally reon opon the
streats, the cheserved of all, the admiration
of women, the euvy of men. Ho is pimply
gruehed.

* Wait I' rays Major Max, slowly, snd the
distracted Nat, coasing to ron hia Gogem
throogh his yollow hair, raisos his bloe eyes
to the face of his companion.

He soddenly remembera somethiog.

*Your promiers ' iy what he muotters,
breathloasly.

*Yes, my promisg. It war given off
hand and under & blind mirunderstaniing,
I nover dresmed when I said I would ad-
vance your interéets before my own, thag
Eulalie waa the child of the Alps.”

* Stilk, you did promise,”

" And I shall keep it '

* Heaven blees you, Uncle Mar,’

*TUoder one condition, You ehall have
the st chance to win her. I will stand
naide, apgreeing 0 do nothing to sway her
mind nna way or the other, Yoo shall
have, 1 eay, n cartsin time, weekn il you
will, or month&  IF at the end of that
lime you have won her heart, and she con-
mgnta to be yoor wife, [ ehall go onin my
way just as though nothing had sver hap-
pened. If, on the other hand, you .
than it must be you who chall step aride
nnd lat me try my fate,  la thin just, Nut
Maynp ¥

The other has torned red mod white
alternataly.

He knows he w deuling with a man of
honour—Major Max haa done for him more
than any other person on earth woald.

At the same time, he anderstanda that
Max Leeis dead in earnuet—that he haa
not besn aroused like 1his since the time he
was in lovae with Nat’'s mother, and waa
outgeneraled becaves of a treachercus
handsome friend and a woman's fickle
heart.

He muet clinch matters— put the soldier
in a bole, w0 to ppeak, and tie his hande.

All this is coneiderei-—iv only lakes s
short time to mentally view the incidenta
of the paat,

"Idon’s know why I shonld hesitats to
toll you—I have improved each shining
hour, It has been qoick work, I'll admit,
but many a fort s captorpd by asssult an
well a2 by along siere, Well, [ have won.*

Major Max atarts viglently,

‘Do you mean that you have already
asked her to be your wifs ¥

' Ghe's woing to redeem me, Oht I'l
make s parsgon of a bhosbsnd yet, il thers
tsn be sach sn anctaly on sarth. 1 naver
dreamed | shoald ever coms tois.  Why,
fortuna has been 0 preodigal with her
favours thas hitherto I have been reckoned
& bBeart ampaber, nod I say it withoutr mean-

- girl ;

jmg @ bosst. But 4t lnst I have mat my
Sedan—] have been obliged ko oapitulate
It's a deaced sericns businem toe fellow like

The soldier sticks to his point and s mot
ta be amerved from his coarse.

‘Have you told ber you lova her ™ he
continues, hoarsely.

* Yoo, returns Nat, doggedly.

" And arked ber to be your wife ™

*lgid"'

*Tell me her anvwer,'

*She wax a little coy, bat [ am a diple-
mat in love matters, and 1 inally made ber
coanless sha retornad the adection, and
wounld in course of tima make ms happy for
life.’

Heo stretchos the truth a littis, to cover
the case, this youog geotlsmas whom for-
tune loves to honour, and who trembles in
bis sleyant patent loathers, lest che plain
man he hae ca led *aged’ distaoce him i
the race ior & young girl's heart. Enlalis
has weked for time to search her hearr,
while she gives h'm mome sacooragement.
He “anticipates the market.”

With him the old motio, "ali's fair in
lova or war,’ has always beld good. Like
all men of hie ciass, the handsoms Nabob is
soltish. Ha has naver known the exquirite
pisasure of giving up his own comfort o
abotber, and io thiz matter he doss not give
& thought as to what is ko become of Maejor
Max, for his whole time ia takes op with
bolhe: about the future coudition of pas
Nat Mayue.

And the major belisves him.

ie dose not givo way o any emotion, for
he in a man who hea learoed Lo conirgl bia
feelings.

Quietly opening his locket charm, with
the point o! a penknifs ha takea agt the
small bit of card-board containing Eusalie’s
face, ond, walking over, toseea it through
tha cpen buoll’a eye. The Nabob walchas
him curicasly.

* Far be it from me to carry arcund the
likoneas of another man's promisad w fe,
‘Tnat page cthall be turned dowo. Lek an
talk of another subject, my dear boy.’ he
eays, resclutely ; and Nabob Nat escretly
admires tha man whoss life bis tather
wrecked, bot whore nobility of soul even
adversity coald not diminish.

*Therer one good thing abont the melan.
choly days of automn,' eaid Sneersby.
S What is that ¥ * When s man gots s plain,
ordinary cold be can't go aboat callisg it
** hay fever." "

* What ia the greateet difficolty yon en-
counter in & journey to the arctie regions ¥
asked the inguititive man. “ Getting back
home,” war the prowmpt reply of the pro-
fassional explarer.

*Are you married ¥ said the manager to
& mun who was looking for & sitnation.
* No, eir.’ *Then I can't employ you. We
tind that married men knaw betler how ta
obey than bacheiors.’

CHAPTER XV.

THE QUEEN OF THE MALACCA STEAITS
AFIEE thia the major markns oat & line for
himaelf, and walks slong it with soldierly
precizion, He continually locka wpon
Evulalie aa loat to him, While courteous
in his manner. bhe at the eame time ia
formal. In a word, he endeavours to be
geotle and kind while maniteating s sort of
paternal interest in the wirl,

Perhaps ehe wonderz at hian action, but
ber mind s full of the great work upon
which they msre about to atart, and the
chaoge ir hia manner is not erough in
itssll to excite inguiry,

The Nahob waits on her amidoovsly.
She never oxpreassa & wiah but that he is
ulf to execote it It would only be oatursl
that this hormage on the part of a hand-
some wan must be ulesting to almost any
but Kalslis is s sencible vooop
woman, and too much of this sort of thing
sets her to thinking.

Thers is alwaye sn naopleasant ides con-
oected with devotion from ap Adonis—one
in often tempted Lo extimates how many
other giris thers wers in ths past lor
whom he had shows the same undying
affection.

It takes sway from the satisfaction of the
rictory. Aflter all, yoor eensible girl of to-
day ia u jealons crestare, and wonld rather
know she ia the first and laat and ooly love
of & man’a heark, than to dizcover hererall to
be only one of a dozen to whom he has sworn
otornal fealty.

The preparstions go on, and the Irie is
rapidiy reaching & point when she will be
ready to sail.  Nothing that will tend to
their comfort or farther the cbject of their
businoss has been neglected, and it looks aa

thoagh the major has carrisd pmtb matiers
with his nssal thoroughnsss.

Meani:me, unkmown to owr friesds,
other complications are ariving which may
csure them brouble. Lord Aleck and sha
Jeawr hare endeavonred o argus tha matier
—to make Tharddeus unbend and kot bim in
aa thay agroed ; but the American is mot
that kind ol a man. They were roady to
roin him in order to rave themrelves, and
it is not ln his satore tog wp & million or
%0 [n ordor to gratily two such goecrupatous
plungers,

When they find him ivexarable, they
torn their minds is ssother direction and
begin to plan revenge.

Thaddeue hus 0 arranged his buricesa
that he can se0 hia way cloar, and hence
dacides to accompany the pilgrima on their
TOYREE.

Perhupe, nitor sll, he has love i his heart
for his winsome niece, and can think of har
bappinees wntil vome other gigantic scheme
intrudes iteel! vpoa bis mivd for conaidera-
tion,

Such an enlerpriss cannot be hept &
aecrey, and all Sinpmpore ia interested in
the voyageof the Irie. Everywhers Eulalia
8 an object of inlerest—people eiara at hor
in the street—at the hotel, until it becomes
pecfectly embarrasming, Whether this
comes lrom the t that her inteoded
uodertaking is known, or becanse she {s the
niece and heirews of the American prince of
finance who so recently reooped in & million
or two, ik never andesstood.

They come to what probably will be their

lase wight ot Singapore  Major Max
han received aeeurances from the caplain
and Aiva Green thak the ship will be ready
ta eail by the following afternoon.
_ Asthers in no telling when thay may an-
joy molid land aguin, our friends do oot go
aboard ; they will spend thia, Lheir Laab
night at Singapore, ashors,

Major Mux is eatiefiod., A rcore of little
things bave besn dons that will add to
Eautalie's comfort aboard the ship, and the
Engliah csptain declares no sailing veazsl
wover leit Singapote looking half 8o fine.

They expect tospend theic last uight in
the strange city of Singapors at ths great
wooden caravansary = fow blocks from the
oew harbour kpown as Tangong Pagar,
where steamera draw in to load with coal,
and some of them to diecharge and rscsive
freight.

In most foreign parts of the far East, the
traneportation atgeamers anchor io Lhe
Btresm or harbour, and ooly assume chatge
n’f‘_lhel.r Ppassengers whila they are oo the
ship.

They muet come aboard and leave in
their own way, and at their own ex pense,

Hence, an arriving steamor is at once
beset by & regiment of Chincse, Malayere,
avd other oative boalmen, clamouring lor
patronage, mnd, in point of noise, together
with & stiflnese of price that can oaly be
tupported by etrict orgaocieation, they
equal any band of piratical hackmen Naw
York or Niagara ever knew. Ordinerily a
Spanish dollar ir neceesary 1o enable one to
gat ashora with & small amaant of inggage.

Thoe hotel doee not equal a Farivian
caravansary, but ths rooms are largs aod
comfortable, and the service very fair,

Lhinese are everywhers; in S gapare
they seom o slmost monapolics business,

At the tabls they wait oo yoo, cook your
meale, teTve you as guides around the
city ; you enter a bank and tind all the
otficisla Chinaman ; in trade yoa ba
with them, [t in astonishing, and thows
hat we have really escapsd 1o at last
awakeoning to the evil of Chinese immigra.
tion. Nao nation can compete with the
Colestiale ; let tham get a foothold and
they wre bound eventually to monopolize
things.

The eingu'ar vehicle in  genersl usa
amuses our friends.  This equipage, as in
lodia. i« known a2 & garri, and is drawn by
one diminative horae. Sometimen the
driver has & esat, und agsin he is compelled
to trot alongride his strapgze steed.

Probably it i Phinens who has the beet
time at Siogapore; whben Balinda has an
hoor off, tha two can be reon wandering
aboat the city in search of strange sights,
okl tind planty of thera. Anon they
take @ in u garri, and pot on =8 much
styla s thaoph they were mombers of some
roval fami'y.

The maoric on the Esplacade, in front of
the waseum, has boen a pleasant feataurs of
their stay in the so-called *city of lione.®
0Of all the Enropeans in Singapors tha
Briti-h predominate. though the Germana
are not far behind ; and after them come
the {talisns, French, and = fow scattering
others. Of Americans there are virtualiy
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