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THE CHORAL AND FLORAL FESTIVAL AT NAPIER.

HE group reproduced on this page is of those who
T took part in the recent Cheral and Floral Fes-
tival in Napier, the fame whereof has gone from
one end of the colony to the other. The thought which
prompted the iden, the patience and persevernnce which
carried it throngh tososucressful a termination, can hardiy
be over commended. Not only was the object served in
assistinga descrving cause—a most excellentone, teaching
childrer to think of others besides themselves—but the
musical training imparted canaot fail to bear good and
valoable frnit. From our smiable contemporary, the
Hawle's Bay Herald, we extract the following graphic
account of the performance :—
¢ The sight when the curtain rose was striking in the
extreme, for there, packed tier upon tier right up to the
ceiling, sat the loveliest gronp of little girls which a
Napier audienice has ever been privileged to gaze npon.
And they were scen at their best, for abetting nature’s
charms were wort the most tasteful of white dresses,
supplemented by the prettiest of sashes, blue on the ohe
side, pink on the other, with both amalgamated in the
centre ; and when they rose, precise assoldiers, ata signal
from the baton, and voiced the opeping anthem, ull the
care and tronble and practice and drill for weeksand weeks
past were rewarded.  The last note was the sighal for
public testimony loud, prolonged, and hearty. Asthe
programme proceeded, not a falae note marred its per-
formance, the children attacking even the most dificult
passages with a confidence begottem of thorough and
systematic practice; zod when they added to accomp-
lished vocalism a display of banners and flowers waved
in rhythmical sympathy, the effect was indescribably
happy- The assistance given by the * advanced choir ™
of adaolt volices, and by the szoloists, M J. W.
Reid and AMr R. P. Mackay, contributed largely to
the general success, The most surcessful items were
the anthem ‘“Oh Festive day so Bright' (with

banner and floral display); the * Christmas Eche
Soug ™ ; " Children’s Praise™ (with bast and sopranc
solo sod bumming sctompaniment); *Hail Lovely
Spring,” by choristers and sdvanced choir; and ** Hear
the Trumpet Loadly Calling," with banoer display and
cornet accompanimient. During an interval Dean
Hovell, on behalf of Mr Tiffen, the president of the
Children's Home, who is on the sick list, thanked all
those who had contributed in any way to the nndoubted
anccess of the festival.”

Thas the local press. It is matter for regret that space
prevents oor giving the report in erfenso ;| bat one thing
muast certainly be done, and that is to chronicle the fact
that the success achieved was to a great extent duoe to
the energetic efforts of Mrs J. W. Reid and Mr W. J.
‘Bardsley, who were nntiring in their cHorta in training
the children. XMiss Townshend and Miss Hitchings also
deserve great credit. On the zs5th ult. the children
taking part were entertained by the Ladies’ Committee
at a Christmas tree, ete.

A TENDER HEART.

1 MET ati old and withered man,
With beard as white as snow ;

Adown his cheeks the tear-drops ran,
Feeble his step and slow.

5o thin his face, so starved his mien,
1 offered him a crust ;

Never such famine had I seen
As made his cheeks like dnst.

*I beg you eat a bit of this,*
I said in pleading tones.

‘ So small a piece I shall not miss,
And youn are naught but bones.’

! I cannot taste,” he said, 'of bread
That has been raised with leaven
Since they cut off Queen Mary's head

In Fifteen eighty-seven.”

‘ At least,” I urged, “an oyster take,
"Twill casily digest ;
Of this a frugal meal to make

Surely were for the best.”

* To offct oysters i in vain ;
Icannot eat them more,

Throogh grief that Ciesar should be slain
In B.C. Forty-lour.?

*0ld man,” I cried, * at least be moved
A cup of tea to taste.

Often its virtues bave beep proved
When strength has run to waste.”

* No more I comfort take,” he saith,
‘In mild, inspiring tea,

Sipce I was told Elizabeth
Died Sixtecn hundred three.’

I benved a sigh, T wiped a tear,
1 took him by the hand.

*You need some wine,’ [ arged, in fear
‘That he was quite onmanuoed.

*You do not know, alas ” moaned he,
'I canno taste of wine,

For Catherine de* Medici
Dvied Filteen eighty-nine.’

Desperate I tried one viand else.
‘There is icecream,’ I said ;

* It nourishes as well as melts,
And ¢annot harm the dead.’

* 1 cannot eat ice-cream,* he sighed,
! For in my throat it sticks

Since 1 have learnt Colambus died
In Fifteen hundred six.’

' My heart so tender is,’ he said,
* It quizers through and through
Te thipk Mobammed shonld be dead
«Six bhndred thi;!av-two.
_.-‘_'l"iien Shakespedre died Sixteen sixteen ;
& Macepas Efght BC,;
* And since these figures 1 have seen,
® What's eating now to me ?*

I left bhim then and went my way,
Weeping and moaning much,
It realiy did no good to stay,
Though he my heart did touch, - - -
But asI munch my buttered toast - .7
Or eat cold muotton stew, X
His imayge haunts me like a ghosat
Making his sad ado ! AKLO Bates.

Mz W. BampsLEy. Mes REID. Miss TownNsHEND. MR J. W. REID.

THE CHORAL AND FLORAL FESTIVAL AT NAPIER.
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THE CANTERBURY ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY'S
GARDENS,

ACCLIMATISATION IN NEW ZEALAND.

[RY THE WARRIGAL.]

HE Canterbury Acclimatisation Society's Gardens
form one of the most picturesque places about
Christchurch. They are situated on the banks of

the river Avon hetween the Domain and the South Park,
a few minules’ walk from Cathedral Square. The fish
ponds, a beautiful reach of the river, and abundance of
willows and forest trees give a sylvan air to the place
which is especially charming in sumimer, But besides
the picturesqueness of the place there is a large interest
in the acclimatisation of various fish, birds, and other

Standigh and freece phote } CARRICK,

President of the Canterbury Acclimatisation
Saciety.

things, an interest beginning to be recognised by a geod
oumber of people. Acclimatisation is a8 most important
thing in this conntry.

New Zealand is a wonderfully fertile and lovely place.
Nature was lavish in showering on the land all the at-

5. C. Fatm,

Late Secretary Christcharch Acclimatisation. One of
the drst to introduce Trout into New Zealand.

tractions that make it #0 valusble to man. It gave
grand mountains, clear, swilt rivers, great forests, grassy
pleins ; it gave s healthy and delightful climate, a fertile
soil, bat it neglected one important thing—it did not
stock the country, The clear rivers were bare of any
fish save gigantic eels, the forests held no animals larger
than & rat, and no game birds save a few parrois and
pigeons, The grassy hills and plains were lifcless nave
for the wingless weka.” The only game of any impor-

bury is very interesting. 1 guots some facts from a
pamiphlet published by Mr S. C. Parr, who is one of the
fathers of acclimatisation here, and who has done more
perhaps than anyone in introdocing trout into our rivers.

In the year 1866 the Provincial Government gave to
the Canterbury Acclimatisstion Society the piece of
groond which forms the gardens I am describing,
Ponds were made and trees planted. In 1867 the
Society sent their curator over to Tusmanis to obtain
trout ova. He was to receive /30 on acconnt of ex-
P . and £1 each for every trout he reared to be six

Stancih aad Prevce. phats  H, BRUCE,

Secretiry Christichurch Acclimatisation Society.

tance were the waterfowl—thegrey duck, spoonbill duck,
the black and brown teal, the Blue Mountain duck, and
the paradise duck, the pukaki, the bittern, the black
swan, and a few smaller birds. The Acclimatisation
Societieshavedoneagreat deal to alter this state of things.
‘We have now hares and pheasants in the open country ;

deer, wallabes, and pessums on the hills; and in our

rivera we have the gamest of game fish —the roval trout.
There is scarcely & stream in the Sooth 1sland bot what
is stocked with trout, and just through the work of Ac-
clitmatisation Societies we now possess perhaps the best

weeks old,  He raised three trout only out of the 800 re-
ceived, and they escaped, but two of them were re-
caplured. Inm 1868 more ova was obtained from Tas-
mania, and 433 tront were raised and tursed ont in the
Avon, Heathcote, Irewell, Cam, Lake Coleridge and
other places. From thatdate the Society have continned
to raise and distribute trodat, with the resnlt that the
rivers of Canterbury are now az well stocked with fish
as any angler conld desire.

The work of raising trout stifl goes oft, and most in-
teresting work it is too. In our illustration we show the
hatching honse, which is id reality » gigantic nursery.
About Jnne the Society captare large troni im the vari-
ons rivers and strip them of their ova. This ova is
placed in shallow boxes half filled with fine shingle,
over which a stream of water constantly runs, The milt
is placed with the ova, and ir about four weeks the
young fry is batched., The iry remains in the boxes for
another month, and is then put into larger boxes, which
are placed in the water races ontside, and after abount an-
other month in this confinement they are liberated in
the open races and fed on ground liver, gentles, and
other fishy food. The young fish are kept in the races
untii they are twelve months old, when they are sent
into the different rivers, or sold to private individuals.

There are ninety boxes iz the hatching house, and as
a rule 400,000 ova or eggs are placed in them, and out of
this number of eggs 250,000 to 300,000 young fry are oh-
tained. The varieties of tront deait with are American
Brook trout, Salmon tront, Loch Leven, and Burh trout,
Brown tront and Rainbow trout It used to be the cus-
tom to distribute the young fry, but it has been found
that it is much better to keep the fish ontil they are
yearlings before liberating, when they stand a much
better ch of fishing for ti lves. . -

The hatching out and distributing of tront is the most
importent of acclimatisation work cartied om by the
Socicty, but is only a part of the work soch a Society
might do if they were supported as they should be by
the poblic. The love of sport is inherent in the Anglo-
Saxon, and there is no reason why all the vast waste of
monntsin conniry in the high Southern Alps should not
be stocked with red deer and chamois. The young New
Zealander shonld look upon the work of acclimatisation
as & patoral duty. He is naturally a sportsman, and
thongh he may be too apt to weigh the pleasure of fish-

ENTRANCE TO CHRISTCHURCH ACCLIMATISATION SOUIETY'S GARDENS,

trout-fishing in the world. We cao scarcely vet appre-
ciate the value of this work. Besides giviog the finest of
sport to the people of the conptry, and adding one of the
moat delicious of fish to oor list, it increases the charm
of gur country, and attracts wealthy visitors every year.
It requires no prophet to for¢see that in tbe fature the
value of trout-fishing will increase, and it is more than
probable that, besides contiouing te attract tourists, it
will give rise to valuable industries on our estuaries and
in cur lakes.

The history of the introduction of trout into Canter-

ing by the weight of his basket, and shooting by the
number of head be kills, without considering the deeper
delighta of natural history and the finer arts of the chase,
yet when he considers how much acclimatisation has
already done to give him sport, he may begin to sec that
it is for his own interest to do more for acclimatisation,
to assist in preserving and encouragiog game.

Many young New Zealanders have estates splendidly
adapted for the rearing of game. They have rivers and
streams, and it would be easy for them Lo stock auch
waters with trout. They can get the voung fish from the
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Acclimatisation Socicties for jus per ico, or fry at jus
per 1,000, A few pounds spent in this manoer would
yield huge profits in the way of sport. Three years nfter
stocking a river should yield good fish, and the fecundity
of trout is remarkable. lut wealthy New Zealanders or
the Government or public bodies might go further
than this. There are vast extents of wild country
in the back ranges uiterly useless fur pastorsl
purposes. These places might become national
parks if stocked with red deer, chawois, grouse, Ytar-
migan, and all kinds of game. UOF course great care
would have to be exercised in selecting the right kinds
of game, but we have knowledge enough now to escape
many of the mistakes of the past.

I should like to see steps taken 1o encourage acclima.
tisation in this covntry. We can scarcely calculate the
value of trout-fshing alone to New Zealand, hut | should
say that it is worth some thousands of pounds sonually

to the nation, and as New Zealand will natorally becomne
& favourite resort for Australians and Furopean heliday -

makers, all kinds of sport will be profitable. Aparr,
however, from the commercial mspect of the case, the
thousands of young men growing up will look to the
chase of game as one of the most healthy and delight-
ful of sports, and for their pleasure everything possible
shonld be done to encourage ncclimatisation.

1 have gone away from my particular subject in the
interests of acclimatisation in general, but 1 only neeil
add mow that the Canterbury Society is progressing very
favourably. When its present secretary, Mr H. A Hruce,
took office the Society was in debt. Now it has over
4300 1o its credit, a fact largely due to Mr Bruce's energy
and business acumen. The President of the Society, Mr
A. Garrish, has long been associated with acclimatisa-
tion, and has done much to forward its interests both in
Canterbury and Otaga.

0DD TRIiCKS OF PRACTICAL JOKERS.

SuME sears ago considerable excitement prevailed in a
town in the south of Devon, as the people roshedl to the
edge of the cliffs to witness a mermaid whe was an-
nounced to be there combing ber hair on the rocks
below. Never bad the place been in such s ferment
before. People flocked to the spot every evening in
dense crowds to see the strange creature—an indistinet
object discernable some distance off in the sea. This
continved for a few days, until a sportsman announceil
his intention (0 shoot and sioff ber, possibly with a view
to starting in the showman business ; and on the ap-
pointed night the cliffs were thronged with people from
all yuarters, waiting eagerly for the supposed mermaid.
It then irauspired that m young fellow down for a holi-
day had dressed himself as a mermaid 1o deceive the
people. and for a time had extracted some fun onut of his
little joke, but, hearing that the mermaid was to bYe
shot, he wisely remaioed at home, and the wonder came
to an emwd.

In Imilia, ou the oceasion of Her Majesty's jubilec,
sportsand games were arranged at nearly all the military
statlions for the amusement of the public. At Quelia,
one of the British Infantry regiments, under the indefati-
gable exertions of one of its popular field officers, ar-
rapged to have an English fair. There were shows of
every description, jpcludivg a circns, ‘The latter was
quite a draw. A sergeant of the regiment, as showman,
was perfect in his make-up, and appeared to be quite at
home in the work, pointing with a loug whip to the
different perforers, who were parading the platform,
amd drawing attention to the placarded fact that this was
' the largest circus in the worlid A brass band could be
heard ipside, and the public were invited to enter at the
rate of two pice (one hallpenny) per head, and were talil
that the hrst five hundred persons admitted would he
presented with 'a true and faithful portrait of Her
Majesty, suitable for mounting, either on a gentlemnan’s
scarf-pin or a lady’s brooch.' These were wrapped in
tissue paper, and handed tu them: as they paid their
money. O entering the show the visitors found then-
selves in & verv narrow passage that went in a rigeay
direction around four large tents, till they arriveld at a
back door, to which a finger was pointing, accompanied
by the chillivg information, * This way out.’ On finding
it 1o be a joke, all took it in good part, and invited their
friends to see the cirens. The amusement aflorded on
watching folks' faces on making their exit was well
wortll the amount of the entrance fee. The ' present’
consiated of a one-pice piece, 50 no ote was much out of

ket.

About three years ago the following advertisement ap-
peared in 8 Liverpool paper :— Would the genllemnan
who nodded to a lady on a Cabbage Hall tram on
Thursday last kindly meet her at the entrance to the
Town Hall on Tuesday, at one o'clock ' A yellow rose
to he thesign.” Atthe time this advertisement appearel)
tea Toses were very cheap, and almiost all the * gents ' on
the Exchange adotned themselves with one.  (uite a
crowd yathered to witnesa thie greeting, and as the clock
struck the hour an unlortunate young swell appeared
wearing the yellow rose.  His appearunce was the sigual
for auch a yell from: the crowd that in terror he ran down
Water-street and along a by strert, the mob followinyg at
his heels, until he found refuge in a city office, whete he
waited nnti! his pursuers hed departed.

In a Mulland town last winter there appraved a sort
of world's fair, consisting of entertainments of sl kinds.
Amongst these was a tent outside of which a large
poster annonnced that by paying a small sum the public
might enler and behold * & representation of two of the
loveliest Isles of Greeece,” A pumber ol cmrious folk
paid their mouey abd enteredl the tent. AL the end was
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a small platform covered by a cartain, Presently the
curtain rose and a large woaden horse made its appear-
avee, while a gruff voice from behind anncunced :
‘ Ladies and gentlemen, here you observe Denl "Oss
{Delos).’ Then the wooden horse was slowly withdrawn,
amidst mingled cries of derision and amusement.
Agsin the curtain rose, and the same horae e appesred.
and the same voice solemnly exclaimed : * Ladies and
gentlemen, here vou behold Same '"Oss (Samost.’ Then
a great shout arose, and some of the hoaxed ones de-
mancded their mooey back, but when they sought an in-
terview with the perpetrator of the classical joke they
found he was not !

SUNLICHT MADE TD GRODER.

TeESLA had two big uniertakings oo hand when his
laboratory caught fire and was destroved in New York.
The more important of these, from his point of view,
was the production of light by the vibration of the at-
mosphere. According to the inventor, the light of the
mun id the result of vibrations in 94,000,000 miles of
ether, which separate us from the centre of the solar
system, of which we are a part. Tesla's idea is to pro-
duce hereon earth vibrations similar to those which canse
sunlight, abd thos give us a light as intense as that of
the san, with no danger of obstruction from the clonds.
The inventor had alreadrx done something towards ac-
cowplishing this end when the fire occurred. It is
uvoderstood that he has again taken the subject up.
To illustrate his principie it is only necessary to take
a lony bar of glass and note the brilliancy of the Light it

produces throagh vibration alone, It is s prismatic ex-
periment, in general terms, applied to electricity.
Tesla can compnie vibrations as readily as most people
coant the wealth they would like to have. He can tell
you the nutebey of vibrations prodoced by & iy in action
and draw ioteresting comperisons therefrom. For ex-
ample, this young man from Smiljam will tell you thata
certsin kind of fly peculiar to the swamps of Central
America moves bis wibgs about 25000 Guies 0 the
second.  Von may doubt the accuracy of this statement
in your own mind, but il yon hunger for details Tesla
will sit down and convince you with figures nddoced
from a scientific contemplation of the problem.

*All I have to do,” he said, recently, *is to doplicate
the hamber of vibrations required to light up the san,
and the practicability of my theory will have been de-
monstrated. it is difficalt for me to give you an idea
that you will readily grasp about this question of vibra-
tion. In ordinary life our minds do not deal with the
figures that come up in such juvestigations. [ have
come to the conclusion that the sunliyht is produced by
five hundred trillion vibrations of the atmosphere per
second. In order to manufacture the same kind of light
it will be pecessary to produce an equal mumber of
vibrations by machiners. I have succeeded up to a
certain point, bot am still at work on the task.

ONE BOX OF CLARKES B 11 PILLS is warraated to cure all
discharges Irom Lthe Urinary Organs, in either sex. Gravel. and
Fains in the Back. Guaranteed free from Mercory. So'd in
boxes, 33 6d each, 'I?' all Chemista and Patent Medicine Vandora @
Znle Proprietors. THE LaxXcoLy AXD MibpLaxw CorxTivs Drue
Co., Livcoln. England.
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Poetss by U. Bavt'es, Chrimtchurri.

AUSTRALIAXY NAYIVE COMPANION, CHRISTCHURCH ACCLIMATISATIUN SOCIRTY'S GARDEKS.

A HOME IN THE SOUTH SEAS.

{ny BuLY 5 LOUD.)

'ORE than twenty years sgo, my husband
and T were living at Tahiti, Society
Islands, My husband's business
rendered it necessary for him to make
frequent trips wmong the islands of
the Sonth Pacific and upoun one of his
voyages 1o the FPomolu® Islands
adverse winds drove his vegsel far to
the Borth-west of his course.  Sighting
& small group of islands in this nn-

- frequented part of the ocean, he
landed there snd found that wlthough covered with vege-
tation the islands appeared to he puinhabited. Upon
his fetore to Tahiti he made inguoiries abont them, but
as they were oot of the track of vessels wisiting the
largzer groups of islands, no one seemed to koow any-
thing of them. It octarred to him, however, that could
ke get a lease of the largest island which seemied to be
well covered with cocoannt trees and manulsctore copra
{dried cocoanat}, for the Enropean and Awmerican markets,
aud also raise pigs and poultry for the Tahiti market, the
resnit wonld be a pecuniary snccess with but litvle risk,
as the cxpense of living there wonld be very small. The
firat step was to get & lease of the island from Quneen
Pomare to whose realm it undonbtedly belonged ; and
very prond we felt when the important document, giving

EXCLUSIVE CONTROL OF THE ISLE OF MOEMOTU,

lisle of rest}, ws we afterwards named 3¢, with all its pro-
ducts of ten years came ioto our possession. My huos-
band then bonght fifty pigs and a hondred chickens and
commenced loading his vessel with stores, 1lools, and
building material, while I tried to thiek of and collect
everything that might be needfn’ in a place where there
was no store or neighbonr, as we did not intend leaving
the isiand, until the time came to take onr products to
market, At last we were ready to $ail, and took oor de-
parture for oor promised land accompanied by two young
natise boys who bhad been in my husband's employ for
some time, For foar days oar Jittie vessel danced over
the blue waters, and then early in the morning of the
fifih day my husband called me, for we were nearing onr
destined port.  ‘The sun bad jost risen, and in the dis-
tance the mirrored surface of the water was broken by
sheets of spray, ootlining the reef that encircled our
island, while as we came nearer, fitfol glimpses of greep
foliage and stately cocoannt palms grew visible, and
cast flocks of noisy Sea birds came hovering arcund our
vessel as if to welcome ns ta onr new home.

We sailed mronpd the island until we found a good
landing place, and then while the captain and the
natives were occupied with the ship I scrambled op the
teef, as it was low tide, and walked over to the shore.
The jagged edges of the coral that composed the reet
maide walking rather a difficult matter, and the innumer-
able hollows in the reef, which the receding tide had left
filled with water demanded constant walchfulness, as a
misstep would have involved wet feet, if nothing mors
serions.

When I finally reached the shore, the lovelicess and
fertility of the scene filled me with wonder and admira-
vion, accustomed though I was to the beauties of tropical
tandscape. Perhaps the sense of personal possession
heightened the charm, but the air certainly was remark-
ably pure and exhilarating, and the bright sunshige in-
stead of uppressing me seemed to stimulate every faculty
to nnwonted energy.

EVEN THE NATIVE BOYVS SEEMED YO THROW OFF
THEIR NATURAL INDOLENCE,
and came forward with alacrity to help remove the cargo.
and assist the captain in constrocting a temporary shel-
ter uptil be shonld find Lime to put together the irame
bnilding which we had brought with us io section-
from Tahiti, We agreed npon a site for onr fotore resi-
dence, and then, wishing to explore onr new domain, 1
left the others and strolled away to a geotle rise of
ground covered with paadasus trees. The undergrowth
was 50 lnzuriant and there were so many beautiful ferns
and vives to admire, that 1 did not leok up until I had
passed quiteover the elevation and walked some distance
bevond. A slight poise atiracted my attention and
glaacing ahesd of me, I discovered several matives, who
having seest us land were on their way to itterview us.
Although like the Tabitians, they bad straight black
hair, Isrge dark eyes, weli-shaped features and erec:
forms, their complexions were considerably darker ani!

“ For the sake of irufr-?higl sccorscy it should be stated Lha:
the correct name of 1his islapd ia Caroline 1siand. and by tha:
name it is Xnown on the mapd. It is one of the Manihikl Group
]lul: I:'iu to 1he west of and between the Pomote and Marquess:
landa,

Cnroline Island waa bronght prominenily before the scientific
waorld a few years ago as being about the only place on 1he earh
from which the totsl eclipee of tha sun waa visible on May 6th,
1323, and waa visiiml st that Lime by ool European and Ameri-
can astronomors and celeotific investigators.



the expression of their {aces more stern and savage.
They were naked with the exception of waist clotha of
tappa (native cloth of pounded bark} and the oldest ones
were elaborately tattooed. They all carried huge speara
and their sudden appeerance caused me great alarm, for
instances of cannibalism were known to have taken
place on these distant istands within recent times.

With the knowledge of this fact flashing through my
mind, mingled with the realizing sense of our remoteness
from aid, I hasteaed back to tell my hnsband that,
contrary to our suppositions, we had leased an inhabited
island, and that the consequences of our invasion might

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC,

about six fret from the ground, to show that they were
taboaed ; thai is, set apart as private property, the pots
to be gathered only by the owners, so that any other
islanders ing in their wouald know that the
fruit was claimed, snd as natives very rarely violate the
tahso, we were not likely to be distarbed farther is
taking possession of our kingdom.
Although

MY EXPFEDIYION ABOUT YTHE ISLAND wWas
SHORT

THUS CUT

by the unlocked-for appearance of the patires. sobse-

Papeeti Tahid

he most disastrous. The savages, who had followed on
closely after me, mers now within speaking distance.
My husband's intsrcourse with natives of different
islands had made bim familiar with their language, and
our native bors supplied any deficiency he had in
making himself onderstoosl. In spite of their warlike
appearance, howerer, they proved to be most friendlr,
and said that their home was on a neighhooring island.
They had come to Moemotn several days before, with the
intention of gathering cocoanuts for copra. Bot when
the captain showed them his lease of the isiand, they
conferred together aside for a few mowments, and then re-

quent explorations showed us that Moemotu was a low
coral island, about seven and a-bal{f miles long and one
and a-balf miies wide, lving morth and south. The
land was about twelse feet above the sea Tevel, and well
wooled, many of the trees being fram eighty 1o onte hun-
dred feet high. Beside the large plantation of cocoannt
trees, the famana fos berau, and pandanus irees grew
abundantly, the latter perfuming the air for miles, when
in blossom. The (ragrance of these pale yellow pundanus
flowers is s0 sweet and stroog that sailors, when many
miles away, know, even on the darkest night, that they
are approaching the Pomotn [slands by the odour-laden

Tahiti Bejles.

turning propased that they shouid remain and work for
him. There were seven of them. and three had hrought
their wives, and one a daughter also, the women being
then at ibieir houses on the other side of the island,
The captain, believing that be coutd make their services
usefnl, acceded to their proposition ; and thus, instead of
being alone, we found ourseives at the head of a colony
from the start,

That afternoon, we had the tmen tie cocoanut leaves
around the trunks of some of the trees nearest the ocean,

hreeze. There is 8lso another species of pan-laans, calted
ithe mat tree, the leaves of which are used by the
natives for making mats, and which differs lrom the
other by having neither Aowers por fruit. It is propa-
gated by means of shoots from the root or stem, The
natives use the leaves of the flowering pandawns, ten
and twelve feet long, for thatching their hounses. They
cut away the prickly edges and midriff, soak the leaves
in water until they are pliable, and then doubling them
over a long reed, sew them with the stiff midriff of the
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cocoanut leal, orfpin them with little sticks. Carefully
made, the thatch will last for 1en or twelve vears, The

pandonus is the first tree to make its appearance on these
low islands. Pushing iteclf wp among the rocks anid

sands, it covers them with verdure and grows
and moltiplies very rapidly, althongh it is imipos-
sible 1o see whence it derives its nourishment.

Rut from the time it has covered the island with its thick
foliage and fruit, which falling, enriches the ground
mixed with the broken coral, other vegelation follows :
The interior lands near the laguen are generally mosi
fertile.

The hosts of robber crabs ideriving their name from
their depredations oncocoanut trees) weresomething war
vellous. When I saw the large numbers of them sleep-
ing in the branches and hollow stumps of the trees, on
the day we landed, I feared for the success of the poultry
part of oor venture; for the plockiest hen would stand
no chance with one of these crabs, which fregquently
measure nearly three fect in length, and have claws four
or fire inches wide that are powzrful enough to break a
man’s arm. The robber crab always sleeps through the
day, and at night sterts out for its food. It prefers
cocoannts, and climbs the highest trees with great swift-
ness.  Throwing down the ripe mors. it descends, and
inserting one claw into the single eye of the cocoanmt. it
hreaks off pieces of the hard shell umil it gets at the
kernel. Sometimes after getting the claw inside the
nur, the crab ponnds it on a stone and hreaks the shell.
These crabs make excellent eating apid are easily canght
2t night when feeding, for at that time they pay bot little
attention to anrthing but tbeir food. The tail is par-
ticulariy nice, being one mass of pale green tat, which
1asies like the most delicious marrow,

With 50 many hands to help us, we were soon seltled.
Fhe natives had alreads boilt their hovses on the shores
of the lagoon : the thatched roofs of pTndacus resting on
rows of buran stakes set in the ground about two inches
apart, and arranged io ovel form. with an opening for
the door. At might a mat was hung before this opening.
The ground fler of the bouses were leveled off smooth,
and some dry grass scattered over one end where they
placed their sleeping mata.

As 5000 as we were settled, the captain and the men
attended to the collection of the sources of revenue,
while I, assisted hy the women, looked afier the affairs
of the household and planted a vegetable and Rowe
garden. The results in the garden line were most won
derful. Ereryihing seemed to grow as if by magic, and
the old fairv tale of *Jack and the Hean Stalk ' often
came to my mind us I witnessed the rapid development
of eversthing we planted. Sweel potatoes, Indian corn,
faro. and melons were ready for our table in an incre-
dibl¥ short time. But I was disappointed at the deterio-
ration of these products of the ground, when we re-
planted with seeds raised on the island. The vegetahles
were coarse and without flavour. and T found that it
would be necessary to procure fresh seed] from abroad at
every sowing time.

We obtained fresh water by digging holes in the sand,
but it was rather brackish, and although the captaio set
up the water casks from the vessel to catch rain water,
we used the water thus procured mostly for cookiny.
bathing and washing purposes: and for a beverage,
drank the water of young cocoanuts, a most delicious
substitute.

When the cocoanut is youug, the bollow kernel is of
the consistence of a soft custard, and filled with a cool
reireshing liguid that tastes like mild lemonade. When
a little older, the water is absorbed in part by the kernel
which thickens and forms an excellent article of food.
very different, however, from the hard meat of the ripe
cocoanut which zione is known to strangers to the home
of this delicious fruit. Every aninral seems fond of the
unripe nuts. Fowls eat them with avidity. and 1 have
seen dogs, cats and even horses, eat the tempting. SNow Y
suhstance with &n air of keeu relish.

Every night we would have a number of green cocoa-
uuts gathered for use the sext day. and it was wonlerful
to observe the cclerity with which one of the youny
natives would climb the tallest trees ; sometimes with a
strip of bark tied arcund his ankles, upon which he
would rest alternately with his knees, ard oitener witly.
out apy 8id, just clinging with his big toe spread out on
the roughness made by the rings of growth on the tree.
Tappipg a put, be conld tell its stage of gromth by the
sound it gave. and with a dexterons whirl would throw
it ta the groumd without breaking it.

I hegan to notice after a while that the nut gatbering
for me was all done by Otoo, a fine-looking young native
who alwsys seemed to be near at hand when the help of
a man was needed in house or garden. The attractinn 1
soon founid to be Ina, the young danghter of old Mahiti,
who was always with me. Fven aside from propioguity,
which is responsible {or the successful termtination of o
many love affairs, I disl not blame Utoo for preferring to
help us wowien instead of doing tny husband's work,
when it gave him tle opporiumily of garing into Ine's
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aughing eyes, and admiring the coquettish arrangement

of the tappa mantle, which, fasiened on one shoulder,
dropped gracefnlly down to her knees, and the bright
garland of flowers that always adorned ber proud little
head.

But she appeared to give him but little enconragement,
and although, woman-like, I should like to have seen
the romance brought to a happy conclusion, it seemed
to me that Otoo's devotion and good looks were entirely
thtown away oa his brunette lady love. In vain did be
present her with lovely shells, climb the scarlet Aibiscus
tree for its gorgeous flowers, and spend his evenings
making soares to catch the wild tropic bird for its two
long tail feathers of bload red ; which, counsidered sacred
in the olden times as offerings to the gods, and worn as
orpaments by chiefs only, are still highly prized for
their rarity mnd loveliness, although their sanctity is
gome. =
Vainly also did he attire himself in a most gorgeous,
large figured pareu (a piece of foreign calico twe yards
long and about a yard wide which was wound aronnd
the waist and hupng a little below the knees), thinking
that were he apparelled in Eoropean goods he would
appear more attractive in her sight. Ina accepted his
presents, ridiculed his dress, and treated his most serious
advances with laughing banter, unti] a most ludi¢rous
adventure, as it turned oot, bronght the little coquette
to terms.

Otoo had heen nsing a heavy hammer one day at somne
distance from the house, and while returning with it was
carelessly swinging it arcund in the air when it flew from
his hand and dropped down into the hollew stump of an
old tree. It happened that an immense robber crab was
sleeping in the stumwp. and at this rude awakening all its
ferocity was aroused. Otoothinking only of the hammer,
put his hand down into the hole to get it, when the crab
seized him with one of its claws, and thep, struggling
half out of the hollow, reached around the siowp and
seized Otoo with the other claw, thus holding him fast.
The more Otco struggled the closer the crab held him,
and fearing that it would bite his band severely, as they
often do when excited, he screamed with all his force for
assistance.

As Ina heard his piercing cries, she turned a ghastly
yellow, and giving a most heart-rending shriek, flew to
the reliefl of her imprisoned hero. My husband and two
of the men also rushed to the spot, and as the crab's
abdomen was exposed, half oot of the hollow, be pierced
it with his knife, when the crab guickly relaxed its hold
and Otoo fortunately escaped without being bitten.

Poor Otoo! When the danger was over I could not
help langhing to myself as I thought of the comical
tablean presented to our view when we first reached the
scene. The picturesque old stump over-run with trailing
vines, Otbo’s nearly naked brown body pressed closely
against it, his eves starting out of their sockets with
fright as he struggled in the awkward embrace of the
celd-blooded robber crab, formed such an incomgruous
spectacle, added to the ridicnlous means taken to end
his peril, and the sudden collapse of the crab when he
felr the centre of his being attacked that I could never
ivok back upon the event without the old dispesition to
laugl.

Ina, however, had unmistakably revealed the true
state of lier heart towards Otoo, and like 2 wise man he
followed up his advantage 5o promptly that the captain
promisedl them a wedding as soon as the copra they were
then collecting should be packed ready for shipping.

The blossom of the young palm is most striking, In

a strong, pointed sheath three feet long, is enclosed a
tall spike, covered with small white blossoms, male and
female flowers. When the sheath bursts opew, its con-
teuts present the appearance of an immense sheal of large
ripe grain, and, seen for the first tine, strikes one with
woniler and admiration.
- After the captain’s promise in regard to the wedding,
Otoo developed into a most ditigent worker, and Ina
herself was not idle. Thinking to please her, I gave her
a pretty wedding gown of white muslin, We had
reckoned, however, without Mahiti, who wounld not
consent to Ina’s heing married in anything but a garment
of mative cloth. 5o resolute was the old woman, that,
taking Ina with her, much to Otoo’s discomfart, she
embarked in a canoe, went to the island from whence
they came, and returned in trinmph with a hoatload ot
slender branches of the paper-mulberry tree.

Soaking them in water for a couple of days, the bark
and inner fibre were easily peeled from tbe branches,
and after another dax's soaking, the outside bark was
carefully scraped off with a shell, leaving the inner fbre.
This wes rolled up lengthwise and soaked for another
day, cansing the fibre to swell and toughen. It was then
put on a thick board, and beaten out with small wooden
tmallets. Fibres were constantly added, and if the cloth
became thin in places, it was doubled over and spreail
equally until it was not liable to break. When finished,
it was plinble, and looked like heavy tissue paper.
Mahili went over it very carcfitlly at the last, with a
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coating of Bread Fruit tree gum, and bleached it until it
was of & snowy whiteness.

Afahiti had alsc brought back with her from her old
home some fioe mats, new pillows stuffed with tree cotton,
and covered with soft-Ginished, lurge-figured calico,
and two quilts made of the aame gorgeous calico nsed for
pareus, lined and bound with white calico; these, with
calabashes and cooking wtensils, completed the house-
fornishing of the young couple. Otoo, with the assis-
tance of hia friends, had built & new fare (native house)
at odd moments, and everything was ready for our first
wedding on the island. Preparations had been made for
a grand feast, and then we were all to go in boats to
another island in our group, twenty miles distant, for a
picoic.

But another difficulty arose. Although the frast was
the chief part of the wedding ceremony to all the
natives, Ina refused to bave our native preacher perform
the ritual part of the service, and desired my husband to
act in that capacity. This was repughnant to my ideas
of the sanctity of the marriage rite, and I would not con-
sent to it. Happily, a compromise was effected, by the
Captain suggesting that we start early in the motning
on our picnic, and then while we were at sea, he conld
legally perform the ceremony, and npon our return from
the island in the afterboon, we could enjoy the wedding
banguet.

Everything happeved as it was planned, and Ina's
father and another mae returned to Moemotu to prepare
the dinner. Meanwhile, the rest of ns, in high spirits,
continued our trip to the stranger island. I was the first
to land, and had proceeded but a few steps before 1
stopped to plock a spray of flowers from a shrub which
was unlike any species I had seen before. Instantly,
dlahiti, who was following me, exclaimed in a serious
tone :

*Now the big wave will come, aud the sea will roar
over the reef ' I remembered then to have heard of a
bellef of the old natives, that when visiting an island
which is not their home, if & branch is broken off or
anything eaten before the whole party lands, the ocean
will rise suddenly and sweep over the reef. Both my
husband and I laughed at Mahiti for her snperstition, but,
strange to say, soon after we got ashore an immense
wave rushed over the reef and washed far up on the
land, dashing our boats against the sharp coral, and in
its ebb mnearly carried them out to sea. The captain
said it was some natural disturbance of the water, but I
could see that Mahiti's lingering belief in ber old gods
was strengthened by the coincidence, and it made her
garrulous to the extent of her relating several legends of
the old timea to me, as we two sat under the shade of a
banyan tree, resting after a long stroll about the island
and waiting for the others to jein nsin a luncheon before
starting for home.

The island which we were visiting possessed the same
general characteristica as Moemotu, but was much
smaller. The land, however, was higher, and there were
some different species of trees—the banyar, one or twa
candle-nut, and mape or chestnut trees, evidently planted
by some former visitant to the island. The captain
thought there might be some pearl oysters in the lagoon,
amd seut one of the men to dive for them. These patives
bave a curious manner of diving. Instead of entering
the water head foremost as do the people of other coun-
tries, they generally jump into the water, striking it
with their feet first, and then turning over in the water,
sirike downward or swim, He was nol very successful
in finding oysters, but did not make wany atlempts, as
we wished to return home in good season.

We returned howmne and the succeeding week was spent
in turtle hunting, fishing and other tecreations, and then
the sprouted cocoanuts for our young plantation were set
out. Otheroccupationsand improvements followed, and
day by day passed in an uneventful tenor, until a year
had clapsed from the day of our landing om the fertile
Island of Moemotu. The poultry and pigs had so in-
creased in oumber, aud the smount of gathered eopra was
s¢ large, that my husband begau to talk of a trip to
Tahiti to dispose of our accumulations.

But events were shaping themselves for an emtire
change in our lives, and the days of our sojurn beneath
tropical skies were already numbered.

' Paki! Pehi! Ahiona e pahbi” (A ship! A ship!
See the ship!) cried the natives one morning, scanning
the horizon with the deepest interest. At first I could
see merely a faint speck, but the speck changed to an
oblong, and after a while we could plainly see the mrsts
of a small schooner that was evidently bearing atraight
for Moemotu. There was a fresh wind blowing towards
the ahore, and the little vessel came biriskly on. We saw
that she was manned by three native boatmen and two
Europeans. The gentlemen landed, and wmy busband
went forward to meet them. They proved to be agents
of a large English guano firm, and were visiting different
islands in the South Pacific, in search of guano deposits.

As soon as I learncd their mission, I returned to the
house to prepare @ nice dinmer for our visitors, with a

feeling of superior wisdom st the idea of these men
visiting lovely Moemotu in search of auch an ill-smelling
thing as gonano. The gentlemen assembled iu our sit-
ting-roow, and one of them, opening & box which he
was carrying, took out an alcohol lamp. & crucille and
somie small bottles of chewmicals. Lighting the lamp
and placing it under the crucible, some of the earth was
put in mnd different liquids. It was but a few moments
before turning to the others who were watching him
with great interest, he said :

*Yes, aa I suspected, this island contains a good
qguality of guano.’

Here, then, was the secret of the verdant vegetation
and the marvellous rapidity of growth of flowers and
vegetables! While my husband and our guests were
walking around the island, I could but think how
mysterious it seemed, that while civilized countries had
been sowing and reaping their harvests year after year,
and exhausting the fertility of their soil, here amid these
lonely isles of the South Pacific. unknown to the world hut

little more than a century ago, wild birds, fish, and the
tiny coral polyps had been slowly but surely working

’ together for ages to form a life-giving compound which
should stimulate and revivify their worn-out lands.
Thus the isles of the sea are invaded by civiiised ruan,
not only for their fruits but even for the very soil that
nourishes their life-sustaining trees.

When the geotlemen returned, my hnshand told me
that so well satisfied were our visitors with the resnlt of
their investigations, that they wished to purchase our
lease, giving us & good rayalty for the possession of the
island. At first it was hard for nie to thiok of giving up
our peaceful home to which I had hecome so fondly at-
tached. But my hushand's recent illness hail caused
him to look upon our future in a different light ; and the
apprehension that he might at any time be suddenly
taken away, leaviug we 8loue on that remote island, had
cansed him many anxious heurs. An opporlunity
was pnow presented us to return to our okl home in
England and live in comparative ease, and be urged me
to agree with him in accepting 1. Resson conquered
sentiment, and I consentcd to the proposition of the
agents, requesting only that our remeval might be post-
poned for a short tize, to which they agreed.

The company wished to commence operaticus at once,
but there was room enough for all of us, and the foliow-
ing week saw thein return with a larger vessel containing
all needful apparatus, more pative lubourers and two
horses. They erected a house for thetselves, contain-
ing, beaides the necessary living rooms, & laboratery, in
which wag an array of crucibles, retorts. boliles of acids
and chemicals a brick furnace, and bags of earth from
other islands, which they had collected to test for
XUuRNOo.

Together with our ows nalive men there were twenty-
five labourers engsged in collecting and separating the
guano. Raking up the earth in large heaps, they
serectied it in the same manner as fine coal in separated
fram the coarse.  The screens were about cight feet by
three feet and covered with a fine iron petting. This
allowed the fine portion of the earth, which was the
guano, to pass through, while the coral was left in the
screens. The guano was then gacked, ready for shipping

to Hamburg, whence it woulldl be reshipped to different
parts of Enrope,

When the time of our departure drew near, Ina and
Otoo scemed almost hearthroken, and the expressions of
grief from all our native friends proved how strongly at-
tached they had become to us. We had treated them
Jjustly, sympathised with them in their different plana
and enjoyments, and the captain had slways been to
them a friend as well as an employer. We had won in
return anunselfib, disinterested affection, which prompted
them to even offer to go with us to our new home.

Vears have passed since the cocosnut palmis and
feathery spray that fringed our island bome laded from
our view on the morning that we heard the last faorana
(the uuiversal salutation for every good wish) from our
native friends.

Once since then, when visiting a picture gallery in
London, I saw a group of people surmunding a cele-
brated picture of tropical island scenery. Critics com-
mented in glowing terms upon its charms, and as I
joined the throng that viewed it with admiring eyes,
time and distance fled, The lovely tints, the slerping
waters, the motionless birds, the feathery foliage, the art
that attracts and delights were thine, oh, hauging
picture ; hut for me, the flowers exhaled their lragrance,
the birds became tuneful, the leaves trembled in the
light hreeze which softly agitated the transparent water ;
and from beneath the shadows of the trees, Ina’s laugh-
ing face peeped into mine, for the sense of life and
movement belonged to my regretfnl memories of thee,
oh lovely Isle of Moemotu,

TO THE NORTH POLE BY BALLOON.

HE plan conceived by Professor 5. A. Audree, a

I distinguished Swedish scientist and wronaut, {o

overcome the difficulties of the polar ice ULy
journeying to the north pole by balloon, is taking such
definite shape that it can oo longer be classed with
visiomary projects.

The contemplated undertaking is attracting wide at-
tention in Europe, owing not only to its boldness, buk
also to the fact that Professor Andree is a practical Lal-
loonist and scientific man of standing, who would not
entertain & wild or obviously impracticable scheme.

He is pow in Paris superintending the construction ol
the balloom. It will contain sleeping roots for three
persons, and a dark reom for photographic parposes. It

will be equipped with & set of sails, which will serve 1o
keep it under control and propel it, and 1 boat, or gon-
dola, of considerable size, will be carried.

A great number of beavy cables will be provided, so
that in case the halloon sheuld suddenly sink, it will be
relieved of weight by the contact of the lines with the
earth. It is inteuded to make the trip, starting from
Spitzbergen and crossing the pole to the shores of
Behriug Strait, next year, in June, when the stmos-
pherie conditions are most favourable to aeriul naviga.
tion.

A heavy snowstorm would prohably be disastrons to
the balloom, but in the early sumimer they are infre-
quent. It is estimated that vot more thao a week witl be
consumed ra voyage. The fact that the ice which sur-
rounds the pole and has been an insurmountable barrier
to ships will not have to be taken into consideration con-
stitutes one of the chief reasons for helieving that a
balloon expedition may succeed where those hy vessel
have been failures.
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MADAME STEIRHAUER AND HER COMGERT
COMPANY.

HE newsthat Madame Steinhauver —better known to
some #s Madame Bahnson—is going Howe to
England will create little surprise smongst her

many friends and admirers in this colony. Wherever
and whenever thia truly great artist has sung before us,
we have felt that such n voice and such a singer
would not forever content tiersell with colonial triumpbs.
We miust have all realised that sooner or later Madame
Steinhauer would long to, return Home Lo revisit those
famous musical centrea of Europe where she gained her
musical training and acored her first successes. Well,
she is going! Going, as is wise, while her voice isat
the very zenith of its strength and purity, and when
years of increasing and painstaking work have done all
that cultivation can do to the perfecting of natural gifts.
1t is now nesrly six years since this great soprano bid
farewell to Auckland to live [or a season in the Austra-
lian colopies. Few who were present on that memorable
pecasion can have forgotten the acene. The andience
wAS enormous, Nothing to compare with it has been
seen since ; certainly never hefore had the City Hallheld
such an audience. Therewere circumstances at the time
which no doubt helped to account for so great a g:‘lther-
ing, Personsl popularity had no doubt an influence in the
matter, but if the audience was partly drawn by friend-
ship and a desire to give a notable <gend-off* tom local
celebrity, the enthusiasm with which the singing of
Madame was grected was for the art, and for the art
alome. Anyone who had sung as sbe did would have
aroused equal thonders of applanse. Then Madame left
Anckland, and after an absence of some two years paid a
brief visit and gave one or two concerts, renewing and
repeating former travels. Now on her way Home

MADAME STEIRHAUER Is IO PAY AUCELAND ANOTHER
VISIT.

This anmouncement will doubtless be received with
some disappointment in the South, for nothing is said
about 8 tour to Wellington, Christchureh, and Dunedin,
where Madame Steinhauer is as great a favourite as
she is im the North. -But iz Auckiand there will
be jubilation amongst these who love the well-known
voice of this highly gifted and splendidly-trained soprano.
Madame comes this time with a company selected by
herself, and we have sufficient belief in her judgment
and her knowledge of the high standard of musical taste
in New Zealand to feel assured that it will be a worthy
one. But apart from this there are reports from Australia
which spesk with no uncertain voiceas to the merits of the
artists who accompany Madame Steinhauer. That lady,
we take it, needs no recommendation lo an Auckland,
or indeed to a New Zealand audience, Gifeed by nature
with that rarest guality of high soprano, which is as
sweet and soft on the highest as it is on the middle and
lower registers, Madame Steinhauer has been most ex-
ceptionally well trained, and by unremitting toil has
achieved a perfection of culture it would be diflicult in-
deed to excel. She is an artist in the very highest sense
of that much misused and very often shamelessly mis-
appropriated word. To hear her sing is always a
pleasure, and to many of s on some occasions soniething
better and higher arsl more lasting than a mere pleasure
—something wh.cfi makes us pause and think and affects
us aS an exquisite scene or a beautiful sunset do, making
us fer' out unworthiness of the world created for us, and
& new appreciation of its beauties.

¥oremost amongst those who come must he mentioned
Mr ], Alhert Mallinson, the pianist, Mr Mallinson,
though young in years, has had a most successful career.
He is an organist of repute, a refined pianist, and a com-
poser of most artistic music. In Leeds and Melbourne,
Tie has lately given concerts which consisted entirely of
his own cotupositions, a feat which obviously subjects
the composer’s pOWers to & severe and hazardous ordeal,
Born st Leeds, he became at an eatly age & chorister
at Ieeds Parish Church, renowned in England for its
elaborate and beautiful Cathedral services. At sixteen
years of age he was appointed private organist to the
Hon. Mrs Meynell Ingram, at the historical seat of
Temple-Newsam, and two years later, he added to this
the organistship of St. Chad's, Leeds, and it the same
year became sub-organist of the church he had sung
in as & chorister; thus holding three organist ap-
poistments at the same time. At atl early age he
exhibited powers of composition and bis works now
include quartets and trios for pianc and strings, sonates,
a dramatic ballad, songs, compositions for the pinno and
organ, anthemas and church services. He has given re-
citals in various parts of the North of England, and dur-
iug his residence in Melbourne, he gives periodical re-
citals at St. George’s, Fast 5t. Kilda, of which church
he is at present organist. His works have been reviewed
in high terms by eminent critics, and the words of a
critic writing from London, 1891, are : * He is a brilliant
organist and pianist, and a compaser of artistic music.

He has composed a cousiderable quantity of music for
the church, and his chamber music for stringed instra-
ments and the piano may be characterised as the work
of an exalted mind. His songs, too, are charming com-
positions," Mr Mallinson left England about two years
ago owing to bad health, but the Australian climate
haviog had = moat beneficial efect, he will be able to
return shortly together with his wife, Madame Stein-
hauer,

Miss Regioa Najel, & younhg lady of only nineteen
years of age, is spoken of by the great Melbourne critics
with extraordinary enthnsiasm:, One declares she is
destined for one of the world’s sibgers, Another says it
is one of the most remarkable voices heard anywhere—-
a contralto of extraordinary rare depth and fichhess,
masculine in power, and with & tremor the like of which
has never been heard in Australasia.

Mr Leigh Harris, who comes as tenor, ia spoken of
very highly, and will doubtlesa prove worthy to mccom-
pany the other artists,

Altogether the concerts should be a very decided snc-
cess, and southern cities may well envy Auckiand.

BLAND HOLT COMPANY.

WOMAN'S REVENGE,' which was staged for
the first time on Saturday, is a play of a diffetent
type to those that preceded it. Itis defined in

the bill as a comedy-drama, and until a better system of
classification is adopted the definition must, I suppose,
be allowed to pass. Its pervading tone, however, is
distinctly melodramatic, and the chord most frequently
struck beloogs to the lyre of Msclpomete rather than
that of Thalia, .

As with all melodrama, & pote of mnreality runs
through the play. The tendency to speechilying by the
hero and the villain is, of conrse, on= of the traditions of
this style of drama for which Pettitt cannot be held re-
sponsible. The improbability of much of the plot also
has an authority equally venerable, and in this connec-
tion it should not be forgotten that the factor of time,
which does so much to render the improbable not merely
probable, but frequently inevitable, is in the main beyond
the reach of the playwright, and at the best can only be
vaguely indicated by the fall of & curtain, In short,
the faunlts of ‘ A Woman's Revenge ' are the faults of
melodrama in parcticular, and of stage-land in general
On the other hand, its beanties are its own, and they are
by no means despicable. Not the least noticeable of
them is the way in whicl:_l the interest is sustained up to
the very last moment. The last act, indeed, is as good
a last act as I remember to haye witnessed in the direc-
tions of realism aud enthralling interest. The murder
scene is also capitally worked up to, and for delicate
pathos the scenes introducing the child, Mary Lonsdale,
have not often beett surpassed,

Of the acting and staging it is unnecessary to speak.
Hoth were alike admirable, but a special word of praise
should be given to the child, Brightie Smith, who took s
fine part with a spirit and naturaloess which form a
happy omen for her future as an actress. Mr Eland
Holt and his charming wife were, as usual, the life and
soul of the play in its lighter vein, and the admirably
written scene in which the newly-married couple make &
mutual discovery of poverty went with a vigour and
brightness that entirely captivated the audience.

‘ Saved trom the Sea ’ will be the next piece staged.

MDLLE., YVETTE GUILBERT may or may not be en-
gagedtobe married. Shedoesmot denythat sheis, but she
won’t say that she is mot. Why should she be * obliged
to tell people ?* She had had, she seid, qunite a number
of telegrams snd letters from enterprising journalists
asking her aa to the truth of the story of her intended
marriage with a Steck Exchange notability ; but she was
determined to reveal nothing. But she did reveal scme-
thing after all. The Daify News says that she spoke as
follows :—* I have often been told that I belong to the
public, but it really seems that in this case curiosity has
been carried rather too far. Moreover, I do not know my-
self whether I shall get married, and if I did I should not
be obliged to tell people. It is trme that for two years
past I have been on very good terms with Mr ——, who
is mot'an old man, but a young man of five-and-thirty.
Thanks to his advice I have gained /6,000 in gold.mine
speculation ; but I have £40,000 of my own whick I have
earned by my own work, and at present I am still earn-
ing £a8 s pight. On November 25th I embark for
America ; but as I have decided to ebjoy the fortune I
have made, I shall retire in two years' time and live as I
please, [Lf I should then choose to marry, has anyone a
right to object? At any rate, with the interest on
A£46,000, and receipta at the rate of 28 a night, Yvette
Guilbert, in the course of two yeats, will surely be able
to live us she pleases—either with or without a husband.

A WRITER in Oaze Courant has been tabulating
statistics about South African millionaires, Heestimates

that Messra Rhodes, Alfred Beit, J. B. Robinson, ¥, A,
English, Piet Marais, and B. I. Barnato are worth—or
rather own—4£ 39,000,000 amopg them. Mr Beit is
credited with beiog the richest with (12,006,000, and
Mr Barnato comes next with {10,000,000. The others
are set forth ms follows:—Mr Robinson 7,000,000, Mr
Rhodes (5,000,000, Mr English (3,000,000, and Mr
Murnis (2,000,000,

FACE VALUES.

* YOUNG Sceadds has married & poor girl whose face was her
oaly dowry.’ -

*1t runs in the family. His slster in the wife of & foreign
sonnt, who brooght her notbing bot his cheek.”

NODINE & (0. -
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RESUMABLY all my readers have spent a Merry
Christmas, anod bave op to the present moment

enjoyed & Happy New Year, I sincerely hope that 1896
holds a bright and prosperous future for all our race
more especially ourselves, I suppose, since there are few
of us so unselfish of sonl that our own troubles can be
easily borne, so long as we see others prosperous and
happy. That sort of feeling is confined, generally speak-
ing, tomothers, who will cheerfully enjoy all the affictions
of the world and pains of tophet to follow, if by doing so
they can contribute to the health, wealth, or enjoyment
of their progeny. Nay maore, they are usually willing to
bear uncomplainingly all the ills that flesh is heirto ifonly
they can see those they love spared such troubles. While
such mothers exist, therefore, the world willi always
afford a certain number of happy new years to a certain
number of persons. MHappiness on the part of the

individual is aiways the product of self-sacrifice,
It may be the actual produciog sacrifice is not
iovariably, indeed is seldom made by the recipient

of the happiness, but he or she must be capable
of a certain amount of self-sacrifice if the happiness
gained for them by, perhaps, heroic sacrifice in
others is to be lasting, or in any way complete.
An absolutely selfish person cannot be particularly
ot continucusly happy, though he can very effectively
destroy the happiness of those with whom he comes
in actual social contact. Indeed, the very fact that
he does destroy happiness in others is one of the
reasons that he himself cannot be perfectly happy.
For even the most selfish man—and it i8 uvsually men
who are most supremely selfish—depends for much of
his pleasure and happiness on the pleasure and happi-
ness of others. It is true, of course, that a large propor-
tion of his happiness is gained by the terrible misery of
others ; that the happiness of all of us is gained by the
sufferings of others, But for the balance—and it is a
large balance, too—happiness is necessary to its own
production, and therefore a selfish person’s selfishness
los+s him a proportion of happiness in exact rates to
his own selfishness,

‘Trts, however, is not the subject on which I set forth
to scribble. [ was hoping we might all be in for
a bright and prosperous new year. It must be ad-
mitted that at the present writing the outlook is
none too cheerful. The situation in the Transvaal
is such as to cause the gravest anxiety, and those who
know the Boers best are those whose apprebensions are
the heaviest, An ignorsnt, and, gemerally aspeaking, a
phlegmatically cruel race, they are ill-informed enough
to imagine they may again prevail against English arms,
and cruel encugh to perpetrate outrage and cruelty on
any unprotected members of the race they so cordially
disiike.

IN the East, too, the future is dark with war cloods.
Lt is, everyone feeis, time for Turkeyto go. Europe has,
with strange complacency, endured her for longer than
seenied possible, chiefly because Eogland feared that the
Russiatl advance to Coastantinople would be at-
tended with dangerous consequences to Europe in
general, bhut herself in particular. The clearing
out of the unspeakable Turk may very probably be ac-
complished with wvery little outward appearance of
trouble. If the powers agree, as they surely will,
that the Turk is to go, go he will, and without
much fuss, sicce he will kpow that fuss is
uselesa.  But that will only be the preface. The
trouble will come when the question of dividing the
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spoil crops wp.  As one writer has said it is ooe thing to
be in agreement as to the eviction of a tenant, and an-
other to settle amicably the division of the property.
War will almoat surely result, and somehow I cannot
help imegining that war will come, because the world
is ripe for war. Human beings are a fighting race, and
there has been no great war for neariy & quarter of &
century, Itis verv evident from the unrest that appears
in almost every quarter of the giobe that the time has
again arrived when we must fly at, each other’s throats,
It is & verv terrible thing, no doubt, but we are what we
are, and what we were made, and no veneerof civilisation
can cover up aur original selves for more than a certain
number of yeara.

.
AND I am inclined to agree with one writer of conrage
who has boldly stated that he thinks that ‘so far as
Ezugland is concerned that a stirring of its soul by the
lotg dead.musi¢c of the dmm weonld not be an un-
mixed evil.” As he observes, 'Give peace in our
time, oh Lord,’ is a popular prayer, but it springa
from the heart of a tradesman. There are amongst ns
even in this ¢olony many whose hearts feel what Tenny-
son trumpeted forih at a time and on a sitaation not un-
like the present :—
Though nigeard throata of Manchesier may orawl,
What England was—Shall England's sona forget ?
‘We are not cotton-spinners nil.
But some love England and her honoaor yet,
And thase in her Thermopylae rhall stand,
And bold against the world an honoured land.

‘ Too long a peace,’ says the writer, a couple of whose
lines I have already quoted, 'breeds the decay of
oational ideals, of national ambition. To what a pass it
has brought England one may show by passing notice of
the fact that at the present moment its chief hero is
Barney Barnato, the Aftrican speculator millionaire. In
times of peace a nation comes, as a well-fed citizen. 1o
think merely of ita stomach. Trade, which, after all
said and done, is merely the business of filling and refilling
our bellies—becomes glorified into the chief aim of man’s
existence. But man, we are told, was not meant to live
by bread alone. There areappetites within him that trade
—even whea it has spelt Commerce with a capital C—ia
unawle to satisiy. The fighting instinct, so far as the
body of a man is concerned, is his curse. It bribgs him
sorrow and hurt. It lays waste bis fields, it closes his
stock exchanges. It brings him starvation, and misery
and death. But it is the part of him that makes him
different from the beasts of the field. What is great,
what is eternal in nankind is fed by it. His hopes, his
ideals, his enthusiasms, gain ne strength from the soft
air of peace.”

FIYHE New Year resolutions formed with moch em-

pressement during the last weeks of the dead year
are, no doubt, already beginning to press somewhat
beavily an the shoulders of the resolvers, and week by
week they will be unostentatiously and quietly dropped,
If one or two exist when haif the year is flown there will
be much cause for congratulation, and the persom who
camn carry even onesingle good recent! y-lormed resolution
through the vear is deserving of all the admiring credit
he probably takes to himself over the same. If ‘toerr
ishuman,' and itcertainlyis, it is equally human topromise
oneself it is for the last time. Our favourite sin, pur pet
peccadillos, our most loved bit of laziness is always com-
mitted for the last time. We are forever going to start
fresh to-morrow, next week, or hext year, acocrding to our
strength of mind or infirmity of purpose. Theysay that
Hell is paved with good jutentions, but I think this is
rather’ hard talk,' as Kipling would say in his jungle book,
Good intentions are better than no intentions at all, and
however weak the effort to do better may be, however
backboneleas the attempt at keeping a resolution may
be, it is assuredly better than smotbing. A man may
certainly fall fifty times, but it is sgrely better if he falls
in trying to walk forward,

HE poet Leureate's chair having been left vacant
siuce the death of Tennyson, owing, it was said, to

the difficulty of deciding who was worthy of the position,
has been at length filled, Mr Alfred Austin being selected
for the honoor. The choice is so surprisiog and so dis-
appointing that lovera of poeay in thias colony will wait
with som+ impatience to learn how so tasteless a aelec-

tion came to be made, and on which of his past works
reats My Anstin's ciaim to be considercd a poet worthy to
fill the high position of the poet Laureate. One can
only surmise that Swinburne, William Watson, Lewis
Morris, Edwin Arnold, and perhaps othera of less mole
mnst have declined the position which has been
bestowed so unfortunately. It is a thousand pities
the office was not abolished. Swinbume and
William Watson are the only men whose appointment
conld have been justifed by their work, and to bhoth
men there were objections of other sorta. Had the post
remgained vacant till some great sibger worthy to wear
the mantle of Tennyson had arisen, the horour of the
sestowal of the Laureateship wonld have been enor-
monsly incrcased. The appointment of Mr Alfred
Anstin has certainly degraded it, and it may hence-
forward be bestowed on purely political lines with no
question of comparative merit or poetical pre-eminence.
Mr Alfred Auostin is oot & great poet; in the higheat
sense he is scarcely a poetat all.  As a maker of verses,
somewhat dull, but very correct, and in a pore style, he
is and has proved himself tolerably ezperi, but he has
never, 3o far as I am aware, touched the heart of the
people with any splendid thought, or given the world
any music of words. No; regarded from any point of
view it is a deeply regretable fact that if the office of
poet Lanreate could not have been fitled by a poet it
should have been deemed sufficient to set in the chair a
mere maker of verses.

HE successes achieved by our New Zealand lads
during the holidaysin the friendly inter-colonial
rivalry of the cricket pitch and the athletic track can
scarcely fail to afford every good and loyal New Zealander
great satisfaction. There can be nodonbt that when pro-
perly conducted these contests of skill serve a greater and
moere important purpose than appears on the surface.
They certainly promote and keep alive the fraternal spirit
which should reign between all members of the British
race. Athletics, too, cannot be too highly prized as a
moral factor, A country that can boast a bright and
strong athletic race can hoast aclean-lived and temperate
race. No doubt there have been occasions when the
honours showered upon successful athletes and suc-
cessful cricketers have passed the limits of good
sense and ‘sweet reasonableness,” and have drawn
forth a certain emonnt of satire and ridicule, bat a
trifling excess in this matter is not altogether amiss.
It is better that our young men should make heroes of
athletesthanof ‘decadents,’ and it is more wholesome that
they should worship outdoor exercises than indoor vices,
No man can live fast and drink hard and ron or jump
well, and an active interest and desire for success on the
running track or cricket ficld probably does more for the
cause of true temperance in the colony than all the
fanatical howlings of the prohibition platform orators
and bogey men.

“THO (questions an English contcmporary) are the
six richest women in the world ? They are (it
proceeds to answer itself), Senora Consino, Miss Hetty
Green, the Barohess Burdett-Coutts, Madame de Barrios
(or, mote properiy speaking, the Marquise de Roidda),
Miss Mary Garrett, of Baltimore, and Madame Woleska,
the great Russian landowner. Senora Cousino is a
South American widow reputed to be worth 440,000,000
sterling, This lady owns vast expanses of land, many
cattleranges, afleetof eight steamships, silver, copper, and
coal mines, railroads, and many houees, besides personal
property in the form of splendid jewels. She is prob-
ably the richest woman in the world. just how much
all her wealth amounts 1o no one knows, probahly oot
even Senora Cousino herse. From her coal mines
alone, it is stated, her income is £17.000 8 month.
From her silver and copper minces she receivesthe larger
sum of £20,000 net, and uses the refuse from the coal
mine to smelt the ore from the mines of silver and
copper. Then her stock farms, whereon she breeds
thoroughbred horses and cattle, and her ranches yield
about as much as all ber wining property put together.

Mriss HETTY GREMN is supposed to be worth
£10,000,000, and to be the richest woman in North
America. The Marquise de Rodaisthe wife of a Spanish
grandee. She is a Guatemalan by birth, and De Barrios,
then President of the Republic, married ber from a con-
vent at the age of fourteen, disposing of the objections
of the Mother Superior by locking that lady up. The
tyrannous dictator made a fortune out of his president-
ship, and whea he was shot dead by & patriot lying in
ambaush in the suburbe of the capital Lin widow found
herself worth £5.000,000, Miss Mary Garrett, of Balti-
more, is worth £ 2,000,000, which is in stock of the Bal-
timore and Ohio Railrosd, Madame Woleska iscredited
with wealth to the same amount. All these ladies are,
it ia said, quite capable of managing their affaire, and
equal 10 the wiles of the cleverest sharper,
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" THE MAYOR OF WELLINCTOR.

] [l GEORGE FISHER, who has been elected to

the Wellington Mayoral chair, is & well-known
personality in the Empire City, and a man of
many friends. When in Parliament, where he sat for
Wellington, be was recognised as one of the most elo-

MR, GEORGE FISHER.

quent and humoroos of the members. His fiery denun-
ciations will long be remembered in the Chamber,
which used to ring with them, He was an active poli-

tician, and his undoubted talent won for him & seat in
the Cabinet on one occasion. At the request of hia
friends, Mr Fisher has decided to stand for Wellington
at the next general election, and those who are able to
judge consider that his chances of success are very con-
siderable,

COOKING IN AN ELECTRIG DYEN.

ENGLISH electriciana deserve much credit for the practi-
cal way in which they have solved many of the problems
arising out of developments in electrical cookery. A
well-known writer on the chemistry of cookery has given
it a3 his opinion that the periect arrangement for an
ovetr would be the radiation of its heat from all sides.
This is now done in an electric oven which is having a
large sale in London. The process is said to produce a
cooked meat absolutely wholesome aund extremely
appetising. There is no combustion whatever in the
oven, and the food, heing cosked in a pure at-
miosphere, cannot possibly be tainted. The heat is
turned on at any part merely by the movement of a
switch. It is produced inside the oven, and it is
50 cooserved that, aiter the oven is once made hot,
what is required to carry on the process is little more
than sufficient to meke ap for slight leakages. The
clectric oven can be put on the kitchen dresser when
needed, and it throws practically neither heat nor smell.
Tabulated lists are provided, from which, the weight
and description of the joint being given, full instroctions
are derived as to the time and temperature of the re-
quired cooking. Roast mutton takes a temperature of
330 degrees Fahrenheit, beef 340 degrees, and veal 350
degrees; and a heat of 370 degrees is needed to give paff
pasiry its desirable tint and consistency. The compara-
tive coolness of the outside of the oven iz & siugnlar
feature. As the chef remarked at a recent dinner, * You
could sit down on the oven while you roast inside.®

CALEDORIAN SPORTS, AUCKLAXND, MISS

CALEDONIAN SPORTS PROCESSION, KARANGAHAFE ROAD, AUCELAND,

MINING NEWS AND MINING NOTES.

AN ANNOURCEMENT.

USINESS only havirg commenced—and com-
menced very tamely—yesterday, there is little to
report on mining matters in this week'sissne. At

the ten o'clock mecting there was no business done, but at
twelve Waihi-Silvertons were in demand selling at 6os gd
and 6rs 64, which before the holidays would have
been picked up for 57s. Salesof Qucen of Waihis, Talis-
mans, Kapai Vermonts, anod Waitaias sold at firmer
prices, and there were demands for Jupiters and Try
Flukes, so the market may be said to have opened fairly
in feeling, if somewhat placidly so far as transactions
were concerned.

The following is the record of business done at noon
on Tuesday, the latest before we went 1o press:—

Coloainl Hank —Sellers, 108
hnw Zealand losarance—Buyers, j79s; sellers.

N lmnal Insurance—Swllers, 192

South Hriudsh Insurunce—Sales. 54aed ; seilers,

Auckland {old) - Buyrsra, £12 5%

Auckland G s (new)- Buyurs, £5 3a td
Hikurangi Cosl—sellers, b bd

Taupiri Coal—Y¥1lers. 195 64

Kauri Timber (coutrlbuting)—-Busera, 37 rel-

ters, 4a
MINING. .
THAMKE — —
Albutrnia East—Sallers, 7d
Broxen Hill—Sellers, 1a1d

Unpabrin—Sellers, 15 3d
City of Imperedin— ellers, s 7d

disgwu —Huyers, 1s 6d ; scllere, Lo B3
Clunes—Seilers, 13 1d
Day Lrawn—Seilers, 5d
Giolden Ppint —Buyers, 1s; sellers, 13 3d
Hazeibank —=ellers,
eun—Scilers, 98 bd
auci— Buyery, b8 3d; sollecs. bs bd
ni—Sulua, 33 53d | buyers, 93
Moupaniari \Dl’lll—‘L“(‘ru 1

Urlnudu bdlln 18, llid
Viclori

sgilvre, 23 Jd

gllnrs, Lu Sd

sere, 18 1d ; seliers, 1+t
AMES -~

o1 %, 03
My rull Bu) l%uyers. 10t sellers 1n 2
Tral— Buyera. bd ; scllers, la
I - Sejlers, W
- Huyers, 275 tid ; sellers, 334 tid

[2) &l.
ke --Sueilers, 104
Mariner - Sellers, 8l
New Zealandes -deller s, bat
Ut.l.uula—'lllll!‘!. I=

Dwharoi-—oyuers, 3 9d

DUphir—Seli-rs, td

Queen of Waihi—%5ales, Ja; sellers. 55l

sianley —Sellers,

St. Patrick - Buyers, 5d ; sellers, Bd

Tolisman—Sales, 103 buyera, %3 Sib; seilers, Lig
3

Taiisman Extended—Sellers. 18 64

Teutonic - Sellers,

Yiclor—Seilers, 3a

Waitu Exiended—-Buyers, 54; sellers, il

Waihi Monumeni—Huyera, 1l !Iu|h|< s

Waihi-Siverlon—Sales, t13 &l buyers, bl3;
stlivry, 638

Waitekauri No. 2—Sellers, 10d

Waiteksuri ¥outh—=xetlers, Bd

Wailtekauri No. 1—Seliera. 23

\\nn.rh;- —Huyers, Bd; scilers. Is

I of \llmni—hel'lel‘& 10u

\\ alhi Cangoly—Sellers, 18 &l

Wooasiock ‘nited — Husiness  Jdone. 25
buyers, 24% : sellars, 278 oil
Y:‘Tug New Zouland —Buyers la: sellers. la
Buyers, &3l ; awilers, 58 &
'pprietnry -%e lere, 1s 1d
“ellers, 11d
1=
Unlih.n'[‘uknle Seliers, Is
Hauraki & ers, 1+ 3 ; sollers, 13
Hauraki

Harbour

yerw, ix; peliera, 1a3d
rra, Tl
<, 2=z mellers, 3s bd

a—=rellers, 1l
Sales. bs 0d ; burers, ~e. acllers, &y

Kapui-Vermont—Zuica 104 mil: hurers 108 &0 ;

sellers 1la ol

sellers, 13 9

Mavriinm] - Buyers, Sid: sclivrs, In

Tiy Fluka Seilers, 8s X1

W nitmin - Sales. 88 tal - buyers, s 4d: selivrs, dn
-1

Attention ia drawn to the fact thal next week a pew
it is 1o b hopesl, attractive feature in mining

aod,
A new writer

matters will be added to the Grarnic,
will contribnte a light and gossipy article under the
heading of ' On *Change.' 1l will deal in briefl unil
pithy peragraplis with the gossip anldeiogs on *Change,
nnd will give the lutest and most correet information con-
cerning mining and speculation. Irom time to time
these articles will be illustrated with photes, and the
whole will, it is expected, still further increrse thie
popularity of the GrRarTHIC.
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A MARTYR

Gircumstantial Evidence

New Zealand there was assembled ope
December moming a crowd, coutaining,
probably, a representative from every honse-
hold in the township. The greater part
moved about inside the court palings, but
a number of boys, ih terror of the local
constable, remained on the outside, where
they amused themselves by knocking green
peaches from the muonicipal peach tree. and
throwing them into the throng at the doorway of the
court. A solitary peach, high up the tree, had somehow
managed to absorb more sanlight than its fellows, and
now blushed in the full beaaty of ripeness, and towards
this object was directed such of the greea fruit as could
he spared from the excellent *rmarks’® constantly pre-
sented by the crowd. At length luck or superior skill
brought it to earth, when, much to the disgust of the
boys, it was picked op by a persop inside the fence, who
instantly set his teeth in it, and comtinuned, as though
nothing onusoal had happened, to converse quietly with
his solitary companion.

‘ Interesting case,’ he was saying.
favoor, but sumething.”

‘Yes?' queried the other, who wore the usnal clerical
black frock coat, and soft felt hat. * I should be glad to
know the points you consider to be in his favour.”

'You'll hear them, Mr Milmouse,” said the other, *if
you are 1o court when I open the defence. There’s his
previous good character, for instance, which von vour-
self are going to swear to.’

* Certainly,” respounded Mr Milmouse, earnestly, *I
shall have great pleasure in doing so, Dut the point is,
tke adverse evidence is so—er—'

‘ Conclusive,’ suggested the other cheerfully, taking a
bite from his peach.

*I should say strong—singularly strong,” said Mr Mil-
mouse, with & slight embarrassment, and Jlocking
thoughtfuliy at his compaunion, * but certsinly not—er—
conclusive—’

* Well,' interrupted the lawyer, as the other continued
to hesitate, * no doubt we shall be able to rebut a good
deal of it, and te some extent mimimise the rest. It's
awkward, though—devilish awkward—beg pardon-—that
they shounld dig up the gum in his paddock.”

‘It is an unfortunate circumsiaoce,” assented the
minister, ‘ very much so, bat it would be extremely un-
just ta convict a man of theft merely bhecaunse the stolen
property was found on his premises,”

The lawyer coughed and took amother bite at his
peach, thea, as the minister still waited, remarked,
* Just so,’ and took anmother bite.

‘ The prosecution, [ am given 1o understand,” weat on
Mr Milmouse, * will endeavour to show that Barker was
seen on several occasions in the neighbourhood of Mas-
lon's store. 1 confess I cannot see the force of evidence
of that nature, because, as a matter of fact, I myself
passed the store no less than four times on those parti-
calar days.”

The lawver tocked thoeghtfu'ly at his companion, as
though reflecting on the advisability of suggesting him-
self as counsel for the defence in the event of the
reverend gentleman being arrested and prosecuted for
the crime nnder discussion.

‘Well,” he said at length, as though discarding the
idea, * magistrates have a way of putting these things to-
gether. They don’t count for much by themselves, bat
when you get two or three in a row they begin to have
an ugly look.”

* Nothing could be mare unfair or anreasonable,’ said
the minister, warmly. *Ifa piece of evidence be worth
nothing in itsell I cannot see how a number of such
pieces can be conceived to have a value. Itisequivalent
to the statemeat that the sum of a certain number of
crphers is one—a proposition which the student of even
the most rudimentary arithmetic will £t once eject ; yet
hy such an illogical process I am to understand the
liberty of this man Barker is endaugered.’

‘Good. very good,’ said the lawyer with an inward
smile. *I'll introduce that argnment ; if it doesn't con-
vince, it may at least put the coart in a good humour—
“ The sum of a certain number of cyphers "'—'* One '"—
*What particular number ' —just 80.’

*T should like to ask yoo.” said the minister, gravely,
after a pause, during which the lawyer finished the
peach, and looked wonderingly at the stone, as though
endeavouring to recollect in what manner the frait had
come into his possession, * what are your own private
convictions with regard to this case ? Do you consider
Barker innocent or guilty *

The lawyer glanced at his companion with that air of
awakened surprise with which the experienced hospital
surgeon regards the green student who has asked him
whether the patient just operated upon will die or re-
cover, *Uh, guilty, of course.” be said easily ; *not the
slightest doubt about that, The point to consider is, can
we get him off.*

*I am grieved you should think a0’ said Mr Milmouse,
*mnot only because I am personally convinced of his in-
nocence, hut because the different light in which you
regaril him must exercise a prejudicial influence over the
effurts you put forth to secure his acquittal.”

‘Pooh, pooh !" said the lawver, * there's the chief
charm of the legal profession. Any fool ¢an get an in-
nocent mau off, hut it takes brains to perform the same
service lor the guilty. Leave it to me.’

At this point the constable came to the door of the
Courthouse, fixed his eye sternly on s npeighbouring

“Not much in our
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chimney, said * Barker I’ in lond voice, and disappeared.

* There we are,” said Mr Colter, the lawyer, * oor case,”
and he hurried off to the back of the building, while the
Rev. Mr Milmouse made his way with the rest of the
crowd through the Courthorse door.

t Our case' was in several respects a peculiar one, as
was abupdantly manifested by the evidence brought
forward by the prosecuting attorney. Briefly put it
amaounted to this : Charles Maslon, a Storckceperon one
of the outlving gumhelds, closed up his store early on a
certain Saturday, in order to attend a cricket match at a
distant township. He retorned at eleven o’clock on the
following Mounday to find that during his absence his
premises had been broken into, a8 sum of thirtysix
pounds odd shilliogs abstracted from the cash box, the
contents of five cases of re-scraped clear gum, valoed at
over forty pounds, removed from tbe gum store, and,
worst of all, the whole of i3 trading books comprising
s cash book, day-book. gunm book, and ledger, spirited
away with the rest. As was pointed out by the counsel
for the prosecution, the theft was a pecnliarly heartless
one, for not only did it involve Mr Maslon in heavy
pecnniary loss, bat it also seripusly affected the conduct
of his husiness. and embarrassed him in the collection of
npwards of £r1.500 worth of book debts, of which the
missitg volomes contained the sole record.

The evidence of three witnesses was then taken to
show that on the Satarday, and again oo the Sunday
evening, a man of the nmame of George Barker, a shoe-
maker of Pawanui, identified as the prisoner at the bar,
had been seen moving in B suspicions manver in the
vicinity of the store, Oune of these witnesses, a wharf-
man named Bagstock, deposed, moreover. that he had
come full upon Barker shortly after ten o'clock on the
Sanday night, carrving a heavy sack on his shoulders,
which might bave contained gum, and moving from the
direction of Maslon’s store towards his own section.
Though in cross-examination Mr Colter elicited from
this witness that be bad at one time been confined for
eighteen mounths in the Avondale Lunatic Asylam, and
thereupon metaphoricaily washed his hands of him and
sat down, yet the evidence of Bagstock was felt to have
a damaging effect upon the prisoner. When inaddition,
Maslon, the storekeeper. swore to unpleasant relations
existing hetween himself and Barker over a matter of
refused credit, and the constable deposed to unearthing
the gum from heneath a creek bank on Barker's sec:ion,
the casetoevervone. with the exception of Mr AMilmonse,
looked extremely black.

For the defence Mr Colter called evidence to show that
on the Saturday night Barker was in the Pawanui Hotel
up till the time of its closing at eleven o'clock, and that
he went from there directly to his workshop in the town-
shin. where he was in the habit of sleeping ; that on the
Sunday he attended evening service, was observed on the
wharf until nine o'clock, and was subsequently seen to
enter his house and light a candle, which was noticed to
be burning for fully an hoor afterwards. It was further
shown that the prisoner’s section lay at a distance of
half an hoor's walk from Pawanni, and that BMaslon’s
store was fully half a mile beyond, so that, as was con-
tended by Mr Colter, it amonnted almost to a physical

Mz COLTER WAS SEEN TO ENTER HIS HOUSE.

impossibility that the person seen by the witness Rag-
stock could huve heen the prisoner at the bar, or that
Barker could have transported unassisted upwards of half
a ton of gonwm across halfl a mile of rough country (for
it must Le remembered there was no road contbecting
Maslon’swith Barker’sa} int the short timewhichintervened
between the time the prisoner was last seen in LLe town-
ship, and s few houra after daylight when the store, on

acconnt of its exposed position, was no doabt under
almoat constzat observation by one or other of the
settlers d. The evid calied as to character,
among which was that of Mr Milmouse, showed Barker
to be a copstant church-goer, a jovial, good-natured
man, fond of a glass and a joke, but neither to a vicicns
degree—a man who, though be could not be exactly de-
scribed as hard-working, vet managed to keep going
withont extraneous assistance, and who one and all
agreed had so far been regarded as perfectly Bonest and
trosiworthy.

In giving his decision, the magistrate remarked on
the ontrageous nature of the offence, more particularly
the theft of the storekeeper's books, an act which conld
not advantage the thicf, and must canse infinite trouble
to the person who had to endure the loss, and he com-
mented on the singnlarity of the fact that, despite pro-
tonged search on the part of the police, no trace of the
books had so far been discovered. He alluded briefly to
the evidence in a spirit adverse to Barker, and concluded
by committing him to take his trial at the next sessions
of the Snopreme Court to be held in Aockland.

Fortunsately for Barker, the delay which frequently
occurs between the committal of & prisoner and bis trial
hy the higher court was obviated in this instance by the
fact that the criminal sessions commenced a week later,
and his suspense was consequently of the briefest. Un-
fortonately, however, :he_pol_ine were not idle daring the
interval, and though their discovery did not amount to
much—merely the finding of the missing gum-book
beneath Barker's workship in Pawanui—yet as far as it
went, this fresh piece of evidence was entirely against
the prisoner. N

It is unnecessary to go into particulars eof the trial,
which was almost wholly a resumé of the case in the
lower conrt. The jury, after an absence of a quarter of
aa hour, retutrtned a verdict of gnilty. The case had
come on laie in the day, and was not concluded till close
upon the hour of adjournment. Judgment was accord-
ingly deferred until the morning, the judge expressing a
hope that the prisoner would mitigate the severity of the
sentence which would otherwise be passed npon him by
disclosing the whereabonts of the remainder of the miss-
ing property.

Ir this hope, however, he was disappointed, Barker
doggedly maintaining bisentire ignorance and innocence
of the whole affair up t¢ the last. Finally, he was
sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour for a term
of four years, and was conducted in an upparently dezed
condition to the cells below the court. Here, ten
minutes later, his lawyer and the Rev. Mr Milmonse
were admitted simultaneously to see him.

* My poor fellow,’ said the latter gentleman, evidently
deeply moved, and taking Barker's hand between both
his own, 'do mnot give way. Rest assured I shall leave
no stone unturoed to secure your liberty. Take conrage
from the fact that there is ome person at least who is
confident of your innocence.*

Rarker, plainly overcome by this expression of sym-
pathy, pressed the minister’s hand, but said nothing.

' Really when you consider it,” said Colter, looking on,
* the sentence is a severe one, almost what magislrates
would call an exemplary sentence.?

* Any sentence,” said Mr Milmouse gnickly, ‘ would be
severe when 1 on An innocent man.’

The lawyer, unable to think of anything ruore opposite,
fell back on his nsual formula and remarked, " Just 50,
with a stress on the ‘s0.”

The interview concluded, the cleric and lawyer went
out together. The former shuddered at the sight of the
* Black Maria ' waiting to convey the recently-sentenced
prisoners to Monnt Eden, and moved hurriediy forward.
“This is a terrible miiscarriage of justice.” he said,
eamnestly. ‘ Can yom come from the contemplation of
that man in his honr of despair and still believe him
guilty 2*

Colter's face wore & reflective look, as though he were
wondering whether he conld, and if he could, how it was
be conld, *Well," he said at Jast, *T suppose we see so
much of crime generally that we get hardened, and my
perceptions may be to some extent blunted. As a
matter of fact I bave neveronce in a legal practice of ap-
wardsofthirty years beenconcerned in asingle case of mis-
carriage of justice of the sort you imply. My experience
is that people who come hefore the Supreme Conrt are
osnally gunilty even when they are acquitied. As for
Barker, look at the evidence: a man bas been hung
before now on less conclasive testimony. In a legal
sense it is mnplnsive. But. supposing he is innocent,
who is the guilty party? You can’t release Rarker
without putting semeone else into his shoes. Who are
you going to get? Bagstock wounld be the most likely
person, but there is not a tittle of evidence against him,
Well, I must be off Look me ap before you go,’ and
with & brief mod the lawyer hurried back to his business
while the minister went away noconvioced to the resid:
ence ¢f the brother cleric with whom he was staying,

Mr Milmouse, althoagh vnconvinced, was considerably
impressed by the lawyer's concloding observations, the
force of which it was impossible to deny. Somebody
certainly must be gnilty, and might not that somebody,
as Colter had suggested, be Bagstock, the man on whose
evidence chiefly Barker had been convicted ?

On his retura to Pawanui Mr Milmonse, in giving a
report of the trial to his wife, ailuded briefly to this sog-
gestion of the lawyer’s, und she mentioning it to one or
two friends, and they passiog it on to others, there grew
up in 1he course of time & sort of hazy idea that Bag-
stock might be goilty. Eventually, about nine or ten
months later, this impression grew to a head, and a few
residents in the township bestirred themselves so far as
to communicate the prevalent suspicion te the local
police. As, however, it turned ont on inquiry that there
was absolutely no fresh evidence forthcoming, the matter
again fell into abeyance.

Meantime Mr Milmouss had not been idle. He had
written several letters to the local representative, and
questions had on more than one occasion been asked in
the Honse. A petition, also, signed by the majorily of
the residents in Pawanui, had be:n forwarded to the
Governor praying that in cousiideration of the uncertain
nature of the evidence bhe wounid be Pleased to grant con-




Sat., Jan. 11, 1896.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAFPHIC

v, ct Barker & free pardon, Of all this, however, nothing
¢ ame.

Whea people take actiou of this sort it nsaally hap-
pens that every failare only wheta their desire to ane-
ceed. Asa body the Paawsnui settlers had started on

he campaign more than half convinced of Barker's

oy

he said, feel justified in divulging whbat passed between
them. Popular ex ation was thus kept on tip-toe,
and the atmnost excitement prevailed throughont the dis-
trict,

At length one morning Mr Milmouse, whose wisits
were now of almost daily occorrence. found the pariah

MR MILMOUSE FOUND BAGSYOCE SHIVERING IN BED.

guilt, but by the time the Governor's reply to the peti-

tion arrived thev were completely assured of his inno-
cence. This assurance, moreover, had spread to remote
places outside, so that occasional letters appeared in
some of the dailies, evern so far south as Chnstchurch,
catling for a Parliamentary inguiry into the caze of the
convict Barker.

The Pawanui settlers now formed themselves into a
committee, appointed a secretary and tressurer, and set
.to work in earnest. Maslon, the victimised storkeeper,
who, strange to say, had been ome of the first of Mr
Milmouse's converts, was elected chairman. The first
act of the new committe was to depute certain of their
members to wait on the Rev, Mr Milmouse, and lay be-
fore him the suspicions which existed in connection with
the wbarfmen Bagstock, and to solicit him to interview
that person with a view to eliciting from him a confes-
sion of his crime.

Mr Milmouse, who by this had entirelv forgotten the
lawyer's suggesiion of more than a year previcusiy, and
who was in complete ignorance of his own share in
creating the susptcion, with the existence of which be
now first became acquainted, expressed astonishment,
and promised to turn the matter over in his mind. As
a result of this turning over he paid Bagstock several
visits.

The wharlfman hy this lime led the life of a parizh.
He 5till oceasionally found work in connection with the
steamer, but this was with ever increasing difficulty, and
it became daily more s matter for wonder how the man
continued to exist. Except on the day of the steamer’s
visit he rarelw left the tumble-down shanty on the beach
in which he resided, a secinsion which was probahly in
large part due to the attentions of the local larrikins,
who werc in the habit of cannonadiog him wilh stones
and green fruit, and reguiriog h:m, from points of vant-
age, to supply them with intormation on such points as
“Who stole the gnm ' and *Where's Barker? On
those occasions when necessity drove him forth, he
shufiled along 1o his destination by back ways, and as
far as possibic avoided either looking at or speaking to
the persons with whom he came in contact. His ap-
parel became repidly more disreputable, his body
thiuner, and his face more hetclet-like.

Mr Milmouse had little to report as the result of his
first visit. Bagstock had not shsolutely repulsed him,
bhut his expression was shifty and his manner iacitnrm,
there was, concluded the reverend gentleman, but little
doubt that popular suspicion, ' with the ususl strang,
intuitive perception of the masses,’ had alighted oo the
real culprit.  Other visits followed, during one of which
Bagstock went so far as to admit that * he might have
had & hand in it." At this stage the minister censed to
report 1o his committee. Without Bagstock’s fnll con-
scut, which he hoped very shortly Lo obtain, he did not,

shivering in bed, and evidently too weak o rise. So far
the minisier had regarded the man more or less in the
light of a locked box, which it was his duly, if possible,

37
to open, He was consequently somewhat iaken aback
by the discovery that the supposed box was buman, and
like all things hnman—mortal. Bagstock, from what-
ever cause, was plainly dyipg. The minister's first act
on makiog this discovery was 1o telephene for the
country doctor, whose residence was twenty miles away,
He then set himself down to nurse the sick man. The
house, he found, was ahsolutely without anything in the
nature of food, a defect which he soon rectified by pro-
viding a basio of beef tea from his own kitchen.

“It’s no use,” said Baystock, after supping a few spoon-
fals. “I reckon it’s the conlession you're after, and I'd
better own up And have done with ir.’

' You cannot act more wisely than by making yoor
peace with God,' said Mr Milmaonse, gently., ' After-
wards you will feel easier in mind aod body.”

* Well,” said Bagstock, wearily, * I done it right enough.
I stole the moeey first, on the Saturday night, and I got
the gam out on the Hundey, Barker was hanging ahout
the place, and it come into my head to put it on him, so
I planted the stuff in his paddock. Nouw let me be.’

* You have said nothing about the books,” remarked
Mr Milmouse,

* What books ?* asked the sick man, irritably,

* Mr Masloun’s books, the store trading books.”

*Damned if 1 know,’ said Bagstock. * I suppose I
burat them or something.”

* You suppose ! Come, come, my good Yellow,” expos-
tulated the minister, passing the oath in his excitement
at thus at length getting at the truth, * he more explicit.”

*Well, I did burn them,’ said Bagstock, savagely. *1

burnt thems, I burnt them, I burnt them! There! Does
that satisfly you ?*
' Pertectly," said Mr Milnouse, soothingly. * Try and

retrain from excitement. Un poor Barker’s account we
mast have this in writing, otherwise I would not distress
Fyou.’

* Barker be Mlowed,” said Bagstock alliteratively. *To
hell with him ! I'H kave nothiny to do with it. I never
said nothing about writing."

Mr DMilmouse, however, shocked at his patient's
language, now felt it his duly to call his attention to the
state of his soml. This he did in a speech of some
severity, which only terminated on Bagstock giving his
consent to the confession beingtaken down, and express-
ing his willingness to attest it in the presence of Alr
Milmouse and the local constable.

" Fetch him in then,’ be saill weakly, his strength ap-
parently exhausted. ‘He can't do me aoy barm now.'

The constable was accordinely summoned, ard a foir
copy made of the confession. This was reard to the
dying man, who sat up and scratched his name to it with
trembling fingers. Then he lay back and refused agamm
to enter into conversation with anyone,

Az the dav wore on he grew rapidly weaker. Food
and stimulants were admioistered, tu be iostantly re-
jecterd, andl At five o'clock in the afternnon. an hour
previous to the arrival of the doctor, he hreathed his
last.

Owing to the suldenness of the affair, and the refusal
of the doctot to grant a certificate, it was deemed neces-
sary to hold an iuquest, and the settlement was perhaps
for the moment just a trifle shocked aned emnbarrassed to
learn that the man Bagstock bhad died from inanition.
However, Mr Miimouse tucked *this our brother’®
reverentiy away 1o the cemetery, and the triumphs of
Barker began.

The confession having heen forwarded to headquarters,
was in doe course attended to.a free pardon, bearing the
sign manual of the Governor of New Zealand, wasgranterd
to convict Barker. and adeputation at once left Pawanui

I FHAR THAT POOR BARKER'S MIND HAS SUFFE4KED UNDER THH HARSH TLEATMENT HH HAS KECRIVHD
OUNXDER THR NAMRE OF JUSTICE.




a8

THE

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

Sat., Jan. 11, 1896.

io receive and escort the injured man to his home.
Maslon and ¥Mr Milmouse remained behind to inangurate
a fitting welcome to the victim of circumstantial evi-
dence by the aid of a few flags, & purse of sovereigns, and
an address from his fellow townsmen in the town hell

The ceremony passed off with the utmost éclat.
Maslon, in & maniy speech, apologised humbly for_his
previous harsh suspicions, Mr Milmouse commented at
length on the fallacions and dangerous cheracter of cir-
camstantial evidence, and Barker, moved 1o tears by the
kindly feeling displayed on all sides, expressed his
thanks in a brief and broken speech. The ex-convict
was then by geoeral consent allowed to retire quietly to
his house.

One of the frst persons to visit him the followiog day
was Mr Milmouse. The reverend gentleman stayed for
a considerable time, and, on leaviog the honse, it was
noticed that his brows were contracted by a thoughtfol
frown

*1 fear," he remarked to Mrs }Milmouse, later in the
day, ‘that poor Barker's mind has suffered under the
harsh treatment he has received under the name of
justice. I greatly fear so.’

*Why, Richard ?* asked Mrs Milmouse.

' His manper,’ said her hushand, *is peculiar, very
peculiar,’

*In what way, dear ?° inquired his spouse,

* Well,” said the minister, ‘I can hardly describe it,
hut he laughs.*

* He was always a jovial man,’ said Mrs Milmounse, re-
flectively. ‘' He was always greatly given to laughter.”

¢ Just so0,’ replied Mr Milmouse, - but now he never
does anything else.*

This curious fact came also to be noticed by others,
and the impression that Barker had inm part lost his
reason gained ground locally, and eventually crept into
the papers. At last a person called Justice wrote to an
influential journal suggesting that a subscription should
be got up for the unfortunale man Barker, who through
prolonged menial suffering had become totally insane.
The editor of the paper hecked up the writer with a
warm-blooded leader, and subscriptions began te flow in
from all quarters. In the course of rather more than a
month a snm of £ 200 was forwarded to BMr Mil

AUCKLAND,

JaNuvary T.

We have had lovely weather for Lhe holidays, the
rauch-wanted rain coming on Sunday last. I have a goxd deal of
nows. Weare rather dis;t inted His Excellency the Governor
and party remsined jin Auckland forso short a Hime, leaving in the
Hinemoa for & cruise rn rotiée for Lyttelton last week., However,
we hope (0 sree Lthem back shortly.

TEXNIB,

The open tournament utnder the management of the Fden
and Epsom lawn Tenpis Club was cootinied last week in

DEAR BEE,

be invested on account of Barker in any manner that he
end the rest of the unfortunate man’s friends deemed to
be most to his advantage. Immediately on its receipt
Mr Milmouse walked across to Barker's workshop to
communicate the good oews,

At frst the ex-convict seemed thunderstruck. He
dropped the awl with which he had been working, and
sat gazing at the minister with opea month; then he
suddenly rose fram his seat, placed his hands across his
stomach, said *This will kill me,” and hroke ioto a
hurricane of laughter. He stamped, he bhowled. he
threw himself into his seat, and wriggled out of it, hold-
ing his sides. He said, ‘ Ho! Ho!" over and over again
with painful emphasis. His face became apoplectic, his
eves twinkled and started from their sockets with the
intense agouy of hizs enjoyment. ‘Great God!' he
gasped, finally, * I must tell scmeone or it will be the
ileath of me. Ho! Ho! Mr Milmouse, Ho! Ho! sir >

* What is it 7’ asked the paralyzed minister.

‘Ho! Ho! sir, to think how you've fooled 'em all
And that silly ass Bagstock going and con—Ho ! Ho!
Oh Lord'—tessing. Ho! Ho! sir. Mr Milmouse, hold
me for the love of Heaven! Damu it, sir, don't you see
they'd got the right man after a11.’

- + * * = - .

Even obtuseness is not without its compensations. It
leous a man into error, but it may preserve him from the
discovery of the fact when he is iu,

* Poor fellow, I fear it is & hopless case,' said the
wminister, subsequently, in relating the incident to his
wife,

ButMrsMilmouse looked wonderinglyacrossthe garden
te a newly-made mound in the cemetery, beneath wbich
lay the mortal remains of the man Bagstock, who had
died ol inanition, aud her face asshe looked grew still
and grey,

SaureL Criann WHITE,

CrarkrEs Woren Fauen Bugon MixTr re.— The mast search-
ing Blood Cleanser that svience and m. .t skill have brought 1o
lighl' tutfeccrs from Scrofula, Scurvy. Eczema. Bad .eg= Skin
Blood Discasss, Pimples and Sores of any kind are solicited
10 give it atrial to teat its value. Thoosands of wonderful cares
have been effected by il. Bottles 23 94 each, sold everywhere.
Reware of worthlesa imitations and substitutes.

THE engagement
is anoounced
in Auckland of

Miss McVickers, niece

of Mrs A. B Reynolds,

of Pousooby, to Mr Cameron, of

Remucra.

Tug latest Wellington eagageéwrent is that of Miss
Maude Grace to Mr ]. buncan, eidest son of Mr John
Duncau, of Uplands, Te Aro

Miss E1107T is to be mwarried to Mr Murison in Wel-
lington this monlh,

M ENTLEMEN'S VISITING CARDS.—100 best ivory
(_I Carda with copper plate for 10s, or 6) fo 7 6d.—GRAPTIIC
UMios, Shortland.strest. A uckland.

the presence of A large numhber of spectators. The matches
will concluded next Saturday. The weather was flne for
. 10 the though the heat waa trying to the piayers
On the whole the tourbament beem YeTY U L

Amoogst those on the lawn 1
Dawson, who looked well in & blue zephyr trimmed wil

white embroidery: Miss Ellot. pink stri own; and her
iss Hesketh looked chir in white, picture hat
with oetrich feathers: Miss M. Hcoaleih, while baliste gown
spotled with red and trimmed with bande of red; Lhe Missea
Gorrie. dark skirte, light blouses: Mrs C. Baker was simply
gowned in white; Mra McFarland, nil green; Miss McMillan,
pretty flesh-coloured pink finished with deep embroldery : and
her sister.a cream; Miss ville, white; and her nister. a
blue cambric: Misses Faton black: Mrs Clayton iMelbourne),
black silk skirt. cream nuoa veiling blouse ; Miss Hardie, dark
skirt. light blouse ; Miss Birs was very much admired in white:
Miss Kempthorne, green; the Misses Sloman (lwol wers
ply gowned in while with =sailor hats; Mrs Snell, white pique ;
Mi-z Snell, white eambrie with Black beil and ¢ollar: Miaa Jones
and Misn Sellers. dark skirlx lighi bloo-es: Miza Boll bune
(I:Tmbrir: Miss Hall. pale green; Mre Harrison, dark skirt, light

louse.

(]
havs noticed M |Colomle}:

THE DERRY DAY

of the Auckland Racing Clob took place on New Years Nar.
when e sttendance waa much larg. r than on Boxing Day. The
Derhy was won by Fabutist. The winner was led to the front of
the grandstand, where Lady Glasgow, in her usual graceful
manner, decorated hiz neck with the blue sash amidst 1ha cheera
of the spectators. Amougst the Qovernment Huuse [AMY were
Hia Excellency, the Countesa of Glasgow, Ladier Angusta and
Darathy Hoyle. Mia Fizher, Major Eiliot and Captain Preston.
The day was brillianty fine. teinpered by & soft balmy wind,
The stand was filled with an elegant and well-dressed crowd.
Now for Lbe gowns: ¥ Glaegow looked well 1o a stylish
black silk flowered with pale biue, the ice HAnished with
écru lace, becoming bomnet with blue: the Ladiea Augunata and
Dorothy Boyle were smtably gowned in simple bat eff-clive
blue moslins. large piciare cream Leghorn bats with white chiffon
and pink resebuda; Aliss Fisher, fawn gown, black lace hat; Mrs
Col.s Dawson (wife of President of Club), black crepoo with
ergam glik bodice, black floral hat: Mrs O'Horke, lovely white
muslin bordered with canary stripe. lilac crinkley crepe blouse
with canary epaulettes. black lace hat with flowera ; Mrs Rhodes
{Christehurch)y, black rilk skirt, fink crepe blouse, black lace hat
with flaral decorations; M Fenwick looked picinres.ue in
white mualin, large black velvet hat: Miss Wilkins, dark skirt,
whita chiffon blouse with white allif ctreamera: Miss Maud
Wilking. dark skirt, pink crepe blouse : Mrs 'horpe, black ; Miszes
Thorpe (two) were much admired in white; Mrs Tanner, black silk
flowered with spuice; Miss Tanner looked Dreuiin mode grey ;
Mrs Ridings {Dunedin). black ailk . Mra Arch. Clark, white muslin
ipotted with lilac; Mra Dmunean Clerk, blue cheok: Mrs W,
Bloumfield, while silk Aniched with chiffon, white toyus with
epunios flowera smari spuice parasol; Mrsa Lucas Bloomield,
oream flowered fllk: My G, Bloomield. cream Howered silk
fAnished with lilac ribbona ; Mise Griflitha, pale piok zepbyr; Mra
Haines, cream flowered gown; Mrs Barton Ireland. grey shim-
mearing #ilk check: Mrs Forbes {ncr Miss kes). pale green
tailor-madsa coetume; Mrs Lyons, while mualin with pescock
bead trimmings. white bal: Miss Mowbray, very hacdsome
old gold tailor-made gown fnivhed with ws of ribbona;
Mra Harry Tonks looked remarkably well in white, hat to corres-

ud ; Mra Ilennison, white muslin with flounces Anished with
ace; Misa Thompson, white muslin, and her gisier, a lilac gown
veiled in while mualin: Mrs Laing (England), white moslin ; Mrs
Lesthem. fawn cloth relieved with pink: Mrs Ralbbone, black
crepon with pink ruttie; Miss Lusk looked protty in pink : Miss
Hilda Worsp, white muslin, cream Leghorn hat with whligostrich
feathara; Mre Ansenne, preity plok cambric; Mra Makgiil, nil
green silk, chitfon hat tomatch; Mrs Martin, biack ; Misa Martin,
wrey : Mre Ching. grey costume : Mrs Thomas Mornn, shiminer-
ing mlver grey check, comelet of cream lace: Mes Alfred Nathan,
lovely French grey eitk shot with blue and pink ; Mrs Greenworay,
nil green ; Mirs Firth, lilac zephyr: Miss Eliiot. cream and her

alster glnk: Miss Muy Chambers, slate grey crinkley; Miss
Idavy. butterfly-colonred gowh; Mis: Wylde-Brown was simply
ROw D) in  white; Miss Morne. buffcoloured tailor-made
gowa: Miss Hay., white muslin gown wich bodice apotted

with black ; irs K. Hay, while batiste muslin spolted
with lilac and trimmed with lilac ribbons : Mrs McLanghlin, dark
akirt. heliotrope bionse; Misa Mclaughlin, pink zephyr: M
Bam Morrin, lilag ailk ; Miss Talshley. white muslin. with shoes,

rasol. and hat te match : Bies Rich. eream Aoished with black ;
Era Hich, black eilk : Mra Ludlow Rich, dark ekirt, ligh1 bloune ;
Mr# Scherfl black gilk trimmed with maove ; Miaa Scherilf was
much admired in white piqus: Miss Eva Scherff. fawn; Misa

Tilly. screy satin: Mra Ma~efleld, black allk skirt, lﬂnlue Rilk
blouse ; r» Rnbson, dark i apuire blouss ; iss Von
Bturmer. butiercup-coloured gown. hat to correspond ; Misa

Churton, white apotted gown: and her sister, blos cambric;
Miss Dowid, pink cambric : and her sistor, gray ; ri liobison,
aiste grey crinkley zephyr: Mre Blair. canary gown veiled im
wh muslin: Mra Jooews, black iilk : Mlss Jones, nil green : Mine
rs. pretiy buttercup crepon Hmished with black : Mrs
De.) L. m3 very much admi in A comblnation of cream
end hiack, black 1oguas finiahed with cornflowaer blue carnatioos ;
Miss FPercival, pink; 3Misa Edith Percival. cream; and her
gounger rister. pink mod white striped zephyT: Mre Deverenx,
lack : Miss Iaveranx, afl green delaina Anixhed with white lnce
Mlss M. Devereux, liiac spotted rephyr Anished with lag ribbon 1
Mra Atfred Buckland, black silk ; Miss Buckland, fawn ; and her
wister, pink cambri isx loroe, tawn gown : Mias Herries, slate
ﬂey; Misa F. “ellers, eiscirique blus finished with white;

ra (Majord Georgae. styliab black eilk with cerise trimmings;
Mrs Mircholeon. fawn gown with red plaid : Mrs Isance, heilo
trope with black lace; Miss Isasce, fawp, and her sister, old gold ;

lan,
» ETeen ; Micy WalngL, nil green ; Miss Hague Smith looked well

@ggﬁ?.

Mies Athinson [ooked remarkably well in white with hlack -
laretie and binck hat ; Mrs Cottle. black floweret gilk : Mina Btl‘:'ll"
sill looked réic in white gown, ha', and luey parasol: Mims [iar.
Envmu. white f1ock. while hat, with electriyoe timmings: Mrs

tehol. 1alie cmbroidery muodlin ; Miss Ada Iixon, ~colured
hoiland ; Miss Phillips. blue gown ; Mis Noskes lookod charming
ina good.-fiting bottercup Aowered muslin with yellow ribbons;
M A, E Gilmors, pink muslin finished with white astin : Mry
Kilgour. fawn ; Mra Clayton. of 9ydoey (are Mina Hurdie}, black
Hik finished with lace; Mr: Hanna, handsome oombination of
biack eilk and white: Mis Doonett green: Mrs Poll

T in
nil green; Mim: Wyuyard, fawp tailor-made cosinme: Mise
Keesing was very mnch admired in pale corsl pink nun's ‘;ailing,
and her lady frievd from Melbourne wora a stylish ©con-
tume; Mrs Cheeseman. I think, wors dark gown with red ;
Mrs Holgate aod Mism Sage, dark silks; Misy Winnie
Dodiey. white muslin with canary sash and ribbon trimmings ;
s Alison, cream ailk. black hal: her daughter looked
pretly in blne ; Mrs Goodall, black and white check ; Mra Fhren-

fried. lovely biack ailk cre handsomely trimmed with jet an
figured peach-coloured silk. French bonoet of pesch and brown
wilth pink mwoes rosebnds and acorns; her niece Miss Myern,
figured French niuslin. pink aitk bodice covered with lace, black
aash, gem hat with black : Mre White, black and white cheek :
Mra Hallaby. blae and white check silk trimmed with Iace. pretty
hat ; M Cohen, k salin : har danghtere, one in crepon akirt
and blue nilic hlgnse with black lace, large black hat abd feathers,
Lthe o . brown crepon with violet silk veiled with lace, hat 1o
match: Mrs Essdown. all black ; Miss Lena looked pretiy in all
white, dmunly hai; Mre Arther Turroil, hendsome white silk
heavily timmed with jet, large leghorn hat with piok and
magents reses and black and white feathers. white and silver
parasol, white glaves stitehed wilh while fthe beat dressed on the
course); Mrs nn;hb]-v:k 5ilk with jet, black bonnet with purple
i Mre Hloomiald, sen., handsome ﬂuwel'ecrbhmk

ETEEFLECIIAE DAY,

The third day of ths summer rares was ou Tharsday, and proved
asruccessinl aa any of the former. Gowns ware preity and seasan
able. and the lawn represened a very gay scene with the crowds
of vmart frocks parmding. Major Kliot and Caprain Preston
were tbhe only representalives of the Governmeni Honge pariy.
Mra {Uclonel) Dawson wore hlsck seaweed crepon. cream
flowered bodice, hat with floral decorations: M Ellict, black
rilk : Mrs {Majon Gzorge, terra luaire: Mre Rarry Tonks, lilac
2ephyr, white hat; Mrs Ridings, black: Mrs Arch. Ciark, white
mutin with lilac spotz; Mrs Ware, heliotrops delaine Abi-hed
with white embroidery : Mrs () Rorke. pale coral pink gown with
bodi e of a darker hue veiled in black nei, black lace hat; Mi-g
Btead. white wilk: Mrs Dargaville, black silk finished wilh old
gold; Miss Thomp-on, fawn, and her sister, white mu-fia; Lhe
lisren Gorrie were similurly gowned in pretiy eky blue
mustios: Miss Ware, while spolled musiin; Mizs Dunnetr,
black =ilk. with sleaves brocaded in eherry colour: Miss Percival
pink crepon, pale pick tulle hat wi h daisies ; Miss Edich Percival,
cream guwn, und her sister, pale lifac tephyr, white sailor hat :
Mrs Duoncan Clerk, cream delalne with cornffowers: Mra W
Bl fAekd. very hapd lilac plaid# with parasol to mateh ;
Mrs Locas Bloomfield, white gown iwiled in Aounces of black
lace; Mrs George Bloomileld, preity cream Aowered art munelin,
tashionable white epitor hat profnsels trimmed with rivbon and
pink roses; Mlse Griffiihe. pale blue; Mrs Haines wan
admired io cream alpsca with pink vest: Mra Lyons blark
5itk heavily beaded and fniched with lilas stk stesves
and trimmiogs, bisck tace hai: Mrs them, fawn gown
with pink vest; Mra Dothie wore a vory handsome cream
Liberty silk, hat to_correspond : Mrs Holmes, pink cambric with
white band ; Miss Tanner, 5 check; Mm Dennison, heliotrope
drill ; Mrs Dafaur, dark skirl, white Aowered muskin blonse;
Miss Horos, ﬁm’ cheek ; Mre Herries, blue tailor-made gown.
white vest; Muw Chambers, Eretu bloe frock, hat with white
ostrich feathera and bive ribbons; Misa Firth., white; Mias
Dickey, white mnalin: Mra Harry Jackson. electriqua hiue
crinkiey; Mrs Fenwick looked remarkably well in white
F:qué. canary sleeves and vest. black piciure hat: Miss Wilkins,
taile aflk veiled in white woslin, ‘whiie hat with feathers,
makipg one of the most effecLive gowns onm the lawn:
Mise aud Wikioe, tnode grey wilth pink trimmings :
My Greonway nil grecn; Mre Thomas Morrin, ve stylish
apricot coloured alpaca with ¥ shaped trimming Mrg]u.c on
bodice edged wich pilver prssementeric ; Mre Alfred Nathan was
verF much admired in black rilk with nil green ribbon triumings ;
Mra Moss-Davis, black ellk; the Misces Moas 1}avia, white
cambrics ; Kempthorne, white Liberty _silk, black
ace hat; Mrs MeoLsoghlin, black ailk ; s J. R,
White. black silk . Mrs Holgote looked pretty in black silk, red
vest . Miss Sage, fawn gown trimm with pale piok opun's
Teiling: Mrs Gordon, biack sik; M= Isanes, Ehwk ailk
finished  with white lace: Miss Isaacs, very bandapome
ﬂ’,‘“‘ of cream giik besutifolly trimined with ~gold braid ;
iaz Kva Isaace. pink gown trimmed with black velvet:
Miss Edith laaaes, pink gown veiled in cream Aowe
ntusitn ; Mse Thi btack siik; Mis Fiora Thorps was very
much admired in whits; Mrs Atkinson, black &ilk; Misz Atkin-
son, white wn Anished with black; and ber siater wors pale
ink ; Mre Blair. white ronslin spotied with lilac; Mm Ansenns,
ark akirt, white mualin blouse: Miss Davy, bright maize.
coloured delaine; Min: Wylde-Brown, il green ; 153 Hagne-
Smrith, nil green; Miss Kva Rich, cresm with black trim-
mings; Mrs Milchelson. black gilk: Miss {Barton} Ireland,
stylish combination of grey eod piok; Miss Bievenson, biue

auriped alpaca, and her “sisler, pink arri ROwn, Bnd
another givter 4 pink Haw arl muslin: Mrs v,
McDonald, bronze green crepon; Misx Sutton. blus and fawn
etriped cashmere; Mra J. 8mith, black Flik; re Thomp-

aon, black eilk: Mim Churloo, bluck gown flolched with white ;
and her sixter wore a heliotrope mueiin: Mrs Boekland, brown
ailk, black lace cape; Miss Buckland, white pigue : Misu F. Bogk-
Iand, handsome fawn gown with brown silk : Mra Sharland, blue
utriped wlpaca: Mlaz Horsjll, grey check becoming white hat;
Mise Noaies, black crepon with check sleeves: Mrs Gorria (Oue-
hunga). beown irimmed with silk; Mrs Digby Tonka, biack silk ;
Mra K. Bochanan, alate grgy tailor-made goan: Miss Bailey wan
much sdmired in white; Mirs B. Banka_ heliotrops muelin; Mrs
Coluie. brown ailk: M Maslen, fawn tnesore wilk, very nice
brown relvet hat with papaies; Mrs Cling, white sllk profusely
trimmed with lace, white togiee with Aowers; M Devereux,
black silk ; Mies M, Devareux, lllac flowered gown : Mra Hope:
Lewis, black silk finished with rose ailk veiled in black luce, b'ark
lace bonnet with To03es 1o maich. and was very much
admired ; Mias Dudiey. hetiotrope flowered muslin; Mra
Makgill, u]:ml.e pink ;. Mim wid, fewn akirt, bige
blouse & r8 Devors, 1 think, wore = cheek wlik;
Miss Esinme Eiliot looked dix/i-grer in pink and whive sirips,
biack hat with pink roses ; Miss Grierson, grey chack tailor-made
whn; Mias .lu:knqn. black mkirt, whita blouse, and her alyter,
pliotrope ; Misa Wor4p, whita frock with pink cuifle; M Kjl-
ur, grey trimmed with forget me-notblac; g!i- Laighton, grey ;
isa Lugi looked very pratly io piok; Mrs Bam Morrin, binck
milk with white rpots; Mrs Windsor, Iawn ; Mm {I)r.) Boott, grey ;
Miss Scherif, white: Miss Iiglly Scherfl. heliotrops gown, white

chiffon hat with pink roses,
Mre (Major) George m; & large afiernoon tea mt her pretty

' o Y-

residence. " Wapitl.'

The Monnt Albert people & lerge picnig to the Nibotapu
Falla also on Friday. which 1 will describe to yon is my next
WA,

lotler. Az 1 waa pol prosent, I must rely on some ous who
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A Christmas Trea of Iy, Barnardo's Homes for Childrea
-.. miveon by . lnd Hrl knlght.. ﬂercru Houwe ' Poneonbw

tha foallowiog Chrbun MAryLoe

and wai with llf- many oations, The
arounds wore preitily luminatad th Chiosse lanterss. Dr.
A.ud Mra knlzhz, with & mumbor of lady assistants. wers most as-
siduons in sitiandiog to visitors, and the children had & really
good Lime of i A nuhdllli[i.ll sum wah realised towards the de-
aorving objoct for w! the function was he!

PICNEIC TO NIROTAFT riLla,

bout ssven o'clock om Now Year's Daya wrakefnl of ladies and
Anu!m“ {numbering about thirty}left Shelly Boach Hoad for
g, vibotapo Fulle. After a delightful drive of nearly four houra,
vely spot was Ditched upom Lum partaxen of. The
plcnlckm then wanded their way through bush and fern to view
o falls. Duriog the day pbotos were taken of the 1y, and in
;u a rery mnyl{ln day was spent. Aboul wix o'clock prepara-
tions weére made to returm homa, iown was rearhed abont
ten o'clock. The r.rt{lumu istod of Mrs G, W, Owen. Mrs (Dir.)
Hpight, M Clark-Johnson, Mra Hughe}Junu. Misses Owen,
Hughes, Atkineon, F. George, Bach, Kennedy. Bulters, [ Bullers,
Leighton. Philips, Walmes y. Mesirn B, Haker, Oxen. Peacoc! .

M n. Whitelaw, Clark-Johnson, Maddox, G. leighton. F.
Leighton, Butiers, ete.
FRYLLIS BROUNE
WELLINCTON.
DuAx Bxx, JANUARY 2.

Sinca last I wrots one or two very intersating eventa
hare taken place, one being the

TENMIS CHAMPIONHSHIF TOURNAMENTS

of New Zealand, which were held on_the Thormdon Courts on
Boxing and the twa following daya With the exception of the
firet dny, which was decidediy breezy, we had lovely weather. so
that everything went off well, and the xeneral opinion is that it
was the most snccesafol meeting yeb held, both Soancially and
otharwive. The courts were in splendid order, and for the con-
wenience of the epectators a fmall platform waa erected all dawn
one #ide, and pla: all round the enclosure ‘n:rp forms and
chalra. A large marqgnee was put ap in an fwlnmg paddeck,
where strawberriea and cream, ices. tea, and all sorta of aweeta
wera ta ba had, and as the weather wasextremely warm.
be sure it was well patronised.  Now I must Lry and

who were present, lnd teall you about soma of the frocks worn, for

wore soine very dainty toilettos.

ON THE FIRET DAY

1 potced Mrs Ansom in light tweed, and very prett;
zrimmed. with magenta roees and lace: Miss Allen, pals yellow
.ﬁn frills of white lace, large black hat trimmmed
Barraud, black costume trimmed with jet:
Mra Bl.rnimltd“ anganul), whlln duck costume, cream straw hat
trimmed with white satin ribl wa ard wings: Mrs Barron,
hlwk akirt lnd botcher biue blouse. hlack fancy straw hat
rimmed with lace wings and pink roces; Miae Ba
uklrt. l-nht hlonno. and sallor hat; the Misses Harber wore {rell’.y
cream codtumes ; Mrs Beddard, white aprigged muslin wit
cock blue collar, white aailar hat: Miss Burnett. black cropon
ekirt, etyliah black and white atri milk blounse, drawn black
lace hat trimmed with oapreya and black and white ribbon : Mirs
— Burnetli, becoming iight grey gown with sp-ulzl.lza of black
and her hat waa gimilar to her siater's; Mrs Brogk, pink
blouse, black ekirt, and mailor hat; Miss Black (Christchurch),
biack kirt. cremm blouse, sxilor hat: Mirs Campeil, hla ck postume
ellghtly trimmed with «hite; ber sister wore a black skirt, helio-
rope and black ﬂﬂrﬂl hl(mse. and broad whlw mlm- hat withy
black band ; Miss Davy. saft cream . sailor hat; Miss Drana-
geld. -ln(e oogtume : Misa Elinu-. royal blue nkr.rt. and blouse,
white tie and sailor hat: Mrs Friend black costame; M
Friend, pretty hlue crepon I‘.nmmed with black satin and jet,
tallc hat with spraya of flowers: M Fualton, Mies Fitzherbert,
!'reuilght costume ; Mins N. Fairchild wore le heliotrope:
1zherbert. lll"j' skirt and jacket. pink blouse and hlack
sailor hat; Mrd Goring. Dmlty E‘k fignred muslin trimmad with
tiny flonnces of Lhe same, d velvat collar large white hat:
Mrz Gore, biack crepon trimmed with lace. jet bonnet srimmed
with vialela: Miss Gore, black skirt, !Ight b!omm. and sailar hat:
Gibsom, bnnh: pink blouse and skirt, white Lic. shoes. aod
sailor bat; Mra Grace, the hses Girace in black ekirts, blouaes,
snd sailor bats; Migs Grucnﬂeld. black akirt and short ea
white musiin blouee, black sailor hat ; M Hacon {Christchnrc)
holland &kirt and cape trimmed with white braid. small biack
hat: Miss Holmesa ala0 wore a holland costnme; Mrs Hey wood,
black crepon with brocade bodice. gren.y black and pink bonnet:;
Mias Hey wood. hellotrope blonce, black rrepon skirt, wailor hat.
her alster wore a pretly whita maoslin frock. and large black hat
with pink fowersa; Miss B. Hamerton, pretty sage 0 gn-vn
with trimmings of a darker shade, small black floral hat ; Miss
Coa Hirchiogr, white gown atrlped with blue, iace ml!ar. and
small black hat with flowers ; her cister wore a black and white
atriped akirt lnd hlouse, broad sailoc hat: Migsa Koch. holland
jaetat and gkirt, ight blouse and sailor hai her alster wore a
protiy blue and white frock ; Mrs Keonedy, AMisa Kennedy, grey
(3.4 jacket and ekirt, white blouse, and hlue and w Ile
straw hat: ber sisters ‘rona Hght blonees and navy
akirta, whits eailor Mias Kebbell botchers’ bzug
jecket and skirt. light hlom. dark siraw hat
with shot ribbon bows and cream lace wings; Mra I_.;Ishley.
black costume; Miw {Chriatchurch). black
skirt, cream flannel braided hlouse. white sailor hat with black
and red band ; Mies Leg, pretty thin white cambric gown profosely
trimmed with white lace and ingertion, white hat; Mrz Mac-
pherson. black erepon eklrt.'futly"uhnn sprigged muoslin hlguse,
and smalt black Elnrcbunt.. dark akirt,
creawm blouze, lnd. umnr hat ; Newman : Miss Nunncly,
navy skirt, pink and white stri) blnus& white sallor hat with
black band : llrs R. O'Connor. black costume, bonnet with white
flowers; M R Parker. white figured moslin gown. bonnet 1o
match ; Miss Parker; WMisa Pownall, siylish fawn jacket and
skirt, pink blousa, and Iarge hat trimmed with hlack £
and pink roses ; Mre Ross. black brocade. floral bonnet : Misn Ro.
g;euy black crepon trimmed with piok silk and black chlﬂ‘nn
lls. larga Mack pictere hat with pink roses; Miss N.
grettywhiu:xn‘nn-nd hat; Mra A, Rnaseli. stylish whltenl]kbluuwu.
k skirt, and Iarge biack hat with fong white feathera: Mra
, Misa Reea, bandsome grey and black silk gown. black hai with
ﬁnwm her siater wore & white gown. black hat with pink roscs:
Mra Simpm black figured gown, gold bonnet with light flowers ;
Misa Simr.aon blue crepon I.nmmed with black silk, large hlack
hat with xmdding.r pink ruses: Misa M. Simpson. a uretly e mh
m colonred k with ﬂ]k trummlngs, black hat wi
nd; Mra Seed. Lt grev Lweed go i..
black hat with Ilo- Rowers; MlmgM Reed, daint, pmk muslin
h hat Lo match; M and Mise waihson, the
a cool dock coabuma Mim annbull lixhtm
jacket and ekirt. eilk vem.. black hat teimmed with pink .nﬁ
white awset w T-ylor. tho Misses Vano Axch {Chriae-
church) -m irts. cream serge blousee and sailar hats;
ihe Missen H. nnd (". Williama ware light brown tallor-made
costumes, amall floral hats ; Misa Wusnn.i!m and Miss Young.

OK FRIDAY

the attendunce was not so large. Soma of those I saw were
Mrs and the Mixses Hsiywnod the Misses Hitchinga, Mra {0,
Eirk, who wore a b Cre:

ailk  blouse, mnd large black Enu- J’?u
holland jacket mnd skirt. with blouse, snd sallor hat;
hearsister wore white: Miss Friend, navy akirt and jackat, bl.ouus.
and burntstraw hat trimmed with bleck satin l.ntf -infq Mina
Pike, pale hullolmpu figared muelin, pretty whita hat with white
wings and ribbon loops ; Miss Nicholson (Auncklaod), navy blua
2kirt. Boft cream blouse. sailor bat: Mra Barnicost, white duck
B;rrnn Halen, Parker, Russell,

bonnet

Newman, Goring, Glasgow, and the Micsss Menrics, Harnet!
w llllamx. Blnl Reid, Gore, Grace, Marchant. Holmes, Hluu;
On Sammx:ll the final matchos were played. and most excit-

ing some of m wears. apecially the men's doublen, when Messms
Hnrmn md. Coluu, of hristchurch, played agaibst the
oame off victorious T wome very bril-

Ihnr. El-,- 'l‘hu fnal of the comhbined doubles also cromted
torest, Misa Gresnfisld and Mr Goldie just managed

the way,

3 ly and Mr H Parker, who b
to boat Mlss Nunnely r and gy £3

were very heavily bandicapped. who gain
d&mu in & marvellons man

ner, and were playing #plan-
Miss Nunncly and MWims Loan (Christchurch) met in

1
the E.d of \he Ladies’ Charmpionship Singiss, and the lormar ludy
snan proved bersslf to be lmlLMﬁ"_for her op; ent. who, how-
bhe geaeral opinion was that

ky Nght for it
™ trﬂ::dl.n:lep'“lgm’we:n Mr J. R. Hooper {Auckland) and Mr H.
Parker would be a vary closs mao, sa that it was rather digvp-
poiotiog when Mr Hooper showed himaoll 1o be *out of form,” and
uonable to contest against Mr chﬁ (] -pl.endh; nad v lgomue phﬁ'_
After the matches were grer tho prizes wero restnted
wile of the o(i-h-Mlhn.-midlwud
obveery and clapping.

Now FOR BOME OF THE DRESSEA.

though among such & crowa it was rather difficult to ses nmnl of
them. Howerver, I hope 1 shall be pardoned for elight mistakea,
Mra Slmpaon’a gown was of black merveillevx. with euffa to the
elhaw and jake of green silk covered with open black laoe, amall
gold bonnet with woagenta roses ; Mice :slmrinn. prelu paln pink
epolted muslin trimined with woft whi large hat
with pink apd cream roses awnd ribbon : Mism M. Simpeon,
bat: Mra Auson  wore &

woaed, pre: Miss Brandoan. plok lustre
jacket and skirt, blouse and pretty black hat trimmed with jel
and lace wings ; her slstor wore pale tawo, satlor bat: Mm Bod-
dard, stylish umohe grey cloth costuma. aniall white sailor hat:
Misa Baddard. pale blue gawn. tly covered with whils
tigured musiio and lsce. large white bat ; Mida Bodmin, very neat
Narfolk gown of brown and white chacked tweed, broad sailor
hat: Mra Barciny, black gown, lace copa and biack bonnet with
blog Rowers; Misa Hiack (Christchurch), black skirt, heligtrops
blousa with oue of tha new sguare lace ool large bluck hat
with heliotrops fiowers: Mre Harraud. black gown trimmed with
black lace over grey sllk. black hat: Mis Barraud. prer’y black
silk gawn trimmed with jet: Mre Barnicoat, s'ylish grey check
#ilk, small jet bannet with whita flowers: Miass Burpett, oest
black crepon trimmed with white satin apd jet embroidery,
Black n.ﬁ" white hat; her aister wore groy and black:
Mrs Barrom, grey ullnr mads gown. pretty jet bonbet with
pink Aowera: Misa Barron, pavy blue skirt pale blue blouse
and eailor hat: Mis - Barron, pale biue figured delaine
Inserijon: cream bat with while fAowers and
we:; Mias Haker. black rerepon skirt. pretiy pink
hlouse, and sailor hat; Miss rber. =oft rream gown, and
pretty black hat with lace winge and pink rosea; har sister wore
rey tweed: the Misres Campbell : Looper light striped
louse. black skKirt abd aiilor hat: Miw Dnnsﬂeld whita pmur
akirt and Eton jacket, pretty pink blouse snd while sailor bat;
Miww L. Davy, {ﬂack skirt, cream blouse, sailor hat: her sis!
wora & pretty white costume: the Misses Dyer: Mra Eiiott,
Mack Aigured fawn trimmed on the bodice with black lace, black
boooet with violeta: Misa Q. Elliott, light gre¥ crepon with @ hite
lawn collar and coifa adged wit
Friend, the latter wearing a pretty pink gown and biack hat;
Mrs EL Fuzherbert Miss A Fuzherbert. white duck codtume:
Miss X d alan wore white duck ; : Mixs E. Falorhild, pale
Mrs Fulton, white costume;: Mm Fitchett,

. white hat: Mrs and Miss

HTrey rxlstnms H

pink and white striped gown trimmed with 'pmk sxtinm, black
roced. and small black lr.ip!.
awn

toqua with magenta awnd ij ok
Mrs Heywood, black  sil with  slecves of
figured silk, email floral boonet; Mias H
trimmed eawn, pink toqua trimmed with white odprey an
fowera; her sister wore a pretly light muslin gown. and large
bilack hat: Mra Grace, the Mises Gracs weaniog cool white cod-
tumes; Mrs Gore, black erepon. mauve aod black honnet; Migs
Gars, pnlty white skirt and jackek, pink figured blonse, "broad
ateasr hat trimmed with red Aowera and salin ribbonss Mrs
Goring, pink muslin: Mm Glasgow. navy skirt and jacket. light
biaose, aailor hat: Miss Greenfleid. Misa Gibson. pretiy soft white
gown, large biack hat trimmed with plok fAowers and black
chiffon ruching; her Elster wore pink and white; Miss 5. Joho-
T . pretiy white flowered
musiin: Miss Euight |bydney1 black erepou akirt, and siylish
pink rilk blouse with lace collar, large black hat with nodding
ink rozes : the Mizers Koch Mrs C. Kirk, the Misgea Kennedy,
198 Llngnrd. light fawn check tweed gown, whits sailor hat;
her siater wore white: Miss Lean, Mra levin, black costurne

light
hi

trimmed with jeof. black hat with feathers: vim,
lght wmaove wa aod white saflor hat: Miss N, Mar-
chant, black pkirt, bloe zilk blouse with écru lace pollar,

fawn atraw hat with flowern: Miss Malcolm. pale heliu[mpe
musiin with fiounces nt Wblbu lace. white hat: Miss M
white dock ira Pn]mer bl.mk
crepau ¢ skirl, ﬂllk bndlw black bonuet wiith red roses:
Mra and ﬁ!ss Powles; Miss Pownall, white costume irimmed
with lara; Mrs Pynsant. grey tacket and skirt. pretty silk veat to
match. jet bonnet with magenta flowers ; Mrs and Miss Parker;
rs (. Pearron. Miss Pike, Miss Pickerin, g Mre A. Russell, pretty
black gown t'immed with white satin and black )ace, smati whma
bonnet edged with jet and trimmed with écro lace and white
roses and leses Reas, Misa J. Richardson. ?(reuy light
muslin trimmed with lace and ipsertion, lJarge black hat with
pink flowers; Mimd Stowe, black skirt, pretty white Agured
muslin blogse trinimed with lace, aailor hat; Mrw Sratford. %‘:nd
aame black gown, the badice of black silk brocaded with coro-
flowemn. black boonet with cormflowers. Mrs and Miss Swain-
ron: Misz Trimnell navy blue tailor-made jacket and skirL
hlage blouse, sallor bat; Mres C. Tanner, drab cres
mmed with shot silk to match. large
with ghol ribbon and fowers: Mrs Tolhurst, handsome
black erepon gown trimmed with #atin bands, floral bonoat @ Miss
Tolhuret. pretty light costume; the Mirses Van Asch, Miss
Witllams, sl’.yilsh light pumnnduur ailk blonse. black alirk, fmall

hat with ti Viltiams, pink blouse, black skirt and
sailor bat ; :p- E. Williams, soft white gown trimmed with lace,
ribban_belt and bow. large black bat trimmed with green and

pink: Mian P Lla Willinmr. very dainty white gown trimmed with

Upy ¢cru lace and insertion. yellow ribbon belt and streamers,

linht. atraw hat trimmed with loops of sbhot ribboo and violeks;

Mis=ea Wilford, white: Misrs \'m\wg. lght grey gown, aud

rell white at With feathers; tho Misses Halne, Hector, His
lop, Hitchings. and others

‘Mrs Rhodes, of The ‘' Grange, Wadestown. very kindly gave the
usa of her lovely grounda for

A LARGK GARIEN FETE,

which was given in aid of the Wadestown Church funds Mast
Snt.urday week. ILturned oul & beautiful hot day, and the pro-
a taken at the gatc were very copsidernable. There were
ahan severnl etalls and side shows., an well as varions
games going on, 80 that thers wan plenty Lo interest omne.
Some of the stallholders were Mesdamea Ada.ivs, Tolhurst,
Wewman. (Moot house, Loore, Parfitt, ascisted b
hurst (twnl Moarhouse, Rose, Lowe, Levin,

Torea: Mra W, Fercuson, ight brown tailor made cos-
tuma: tha Migses Tolhuret wore coot white dressed and huts : Mrs
Pyusent. handsome violet xiik gown trimmed with black lace,
#nmalt bonnet to match: Mre Wallla. soft creats gown. hat to
mateh ; Mrs and the Miasce Willinmes, the latier io white: Mrs
ng-u'im-un, Mrs Maskell. white duck jacket and skirk, biack
moire double-bressted waistooat. mod emall black bat; Miss Resc
ware cream ; her slster, light blouse. crepon skirt, and sailur hat ;
Mra and Misa Izard. the Iatter wearing a becoming blue skirt apd
blouse, wnite sailor hat ard Lie: Miss A. Grace, white skirt. and
pretty white spotted muslin hloule. Iarge while hat with white
E\ppien. Mrs Heetham, Mra Baker. Mr= McDonald, Mrs Core ;

m Hatchison, handsome black and white check silk tritimed
with black moite "‘dﬁ el, black hat with pink Aowers: Mres Par-
Hit, black costame rz Sprott, Misy Hearce, Mrs Leovin, Mms
Kabbell: Miss Kehbell i blug: Mra Walson. Mg Goring, Mra
Madley, the Mimse Menzies, Hutchison Dransfleld, Acland, and
Measrs Hutcbliop, Pearce. Willlama, Moorhouse, Raker, Gore,
Tolburat, Lowe, Minniu., McDonald, v. Mr Sprott, Dr, Adans
Rev. Mr Fiicgernld, a

LADY HECTOW'S PARTY,

On the sume aftarcoon Lady Hector gave & small garden party
1n her pretey grounds at Petone. when tohais and croquei was Lhe
nrder :f Lhe day. "

Buc! ouniher of peopla have goom away for the summar
mouths, including Mr aod” Mrs Morison and famiiy, Mr and Mru
Duncan and family, Mra H. D. Bell and tamily, M ru
Raldwin, Miss Greace, Mirs I. Cooper, Misa Hioss, Mi-

Mre L. R.eE and tunll;r. Mre Rawson and hmu.r. ‘Misd Medlar.

and Misa
Mr and Mru nhé:r“l_!lulﬁ-elt of Palmerston North, bare been

-1ﬁ|nu with M T,
Iss Enight (Syduey) s staying with Lady Prendorgast. T be-

livve she cama over to ba h—idamnid st her brother's wedding.
'hich Lake< place vory soon pow
Mri Empeon |“an¢mun iayed hare & fow days o
Ihelf wu down Soulh. Thoy werd accompanied by Miwe liosa
Av
UFHELIA.

PICTON.

Dxan Brx, DeECEMEBEE 51,
‘The firet of pur Chrlatmaa festicitles was &
GHAND wOC1AL

ﬂvsn 'h; 1he¢ Musons Lo celabrate the Instaltation of the W. M,
< Howard. The whole arfair was & great sucocsd. thanks
Lo the enerry and genernlship of the Masons' wives and daughtern,
whoae arrangemcols for the comfort uod pleasure of the xuestd
were petfect And romplele. Saveral soloisle new to & Picion
audience gave murch pleagurs to the guesis, amoog Lhem bein.
Mra McNunghton, who=e fipe voice was much appreciated, mod
Mr Gilleapie, a pew arrival from Home, who sang s Scolch song
with much feeling. Mise Allen, Misy Howaid, and glhers alsg
sang exceedingly well. Aliogether thers wa+ & good deal
of music beiween the dances. and the e‘reniuu being
very auliry. ot indefaligrbla ilancers were
glad of thoss pleasant intertudes. The supper tables
wers arraoged oo tha sluge in & most artisticd mapoer with
arches of greenery and mhite lilies, and »pread with ull the deli-
cacies of tho searon. The decorations were alro unigue, the hall
being pannelled in white, ard adorned with Maronic smblenid and
vaerbﬂ. Amoog 50 many weil dressed peopleir would hardly be
air to mention a few, and to describe ali Lhe drewes would take
ap tog mich room.  Anong the Macons Mr Trevor 100k the palm
for jewellery, though he on!y wore a small port.oa of bir belong-
inga in Lhat way. r Lrifiths also wore a handzame coilect:on.
and both gentlemen w ere objects of intereat 10 tha guzils. Ando)
Lhose present were Mr Heed, Mr and the Mimies ormic|
{three). Mr and Mry Weedon, Mrs and Mirs t 0w, rd. Mr E. Kenn
Misses Keony (two), Mr G. Keony., Mr and Mra Miles, Mr J, 6
itiddell. Mrs See'y, Min-es Lart itwo), Mr ", Cribb, Mt F, Fisk
Mr J. France, 1 d Mr« Millington, Mirs \!ilimzlon Miscen
Greensill {two). M ] Mra Morria. Mr and Mr: jodfrey, Mr
and Mrs Cregg. Misses Western ithree), Mry lnd. Misses H,
C Seymour whree), Miss Johoston, Mr Andersepn, M and Misies
Allen (two), Mr snd Mm Stowe, Dvr. and Mrs Xcotl, Misu
Scotf, Mr and Mrs Herbert Dobson. the Misres Fuller rwol,
Mr J. Greensill, Mizs B. Greencill. M and Mrs Younger, r

regory. Mr and Misse: K. Neal. Mre and Misazs Felt (two), Mr
And Mn\ Marehall, M4 Duncan. Mrs Smith, Mi=+ Biddle, Captain
Fisk, Misecs Fisk i(twol, Mr Hawker, Mr and Mrs H. Howa,
Mix Conotly (Aucklandl, Mrand Misede W ebater it=o), Mrand
Mrs MeManua. Miss Price. Mr R Frice. Mr Knano, Miss Jedries,
Mesard Jerfrics {two). Mr saod Mrs Parfitt, Mrs and Miss Gard,
Miss Thomas, Mr Harper, Mr Lewis, Mir H, Fuller. Mt D. Calnp-
bell, Mrand Mrs 1. Fisk, Miss Hay, \Iirl Thompeon, Mr and Mra
K. Cragg. Mirs Murphy, Mr apd Mrs ¥, God wy..l[r and Mrs
Young, Mrs and Mirs M. ed, Mr H. Thompeen. Mr W, Cole
tman, Mr Mechan, Mr Henderson. Mr Fuiton. Mr Tovey. Mr
Barker.ﬂr and Mrs Houghlon. Mr ard Mrs Oliver, Mr and Mrs
W ger]nn rJ. P, Camphell, Mr and Mise McMallan, Mr Law, Mr
Fool H. Thompson. Mi<aes Willisas itwo), Misa Rackles, Mr
and Mn ‘s hompeon, Miss Dalion, Mr Wikor, Mr G. Pblhpu, Mr
and Mru Philpot . Misdes Philporis {threel, Mr and Mrs .
Howard, Miaa Howard. Mrs (. Godfrey. Mr and Mpra l.lu:d
Mizaes l.'oyd llhreel Mr and Mrs Solvander. Mr I'almer, Mizs
Hastilow, Mr T. Card. Mr and Mr3 Bart ott. Misses Bartlen
tiwol. Mirs B-rnun r and Mrs Deek, Misg Peek, Mr
and Mz Oxtey, Mr Muxm: Mr Rosa. Mr Fuller. Mr Draper,
Mr Colline, Mrand Mra McNaughton, Mr Gillespie. Mr Trevor,
Mr Thompeon. Mr Browo, Mr Gnnliths. Mr 1. V. Lloyd. Mr
Hian, Mrand Mirs Cawte, Mr Taylor, Mr and Mi-a “immonda,
Miss Fredericks, Misa Jarvia, Miss Taylor. Mr snd Mrs James.
Mr James was Hoo. Sec.. and Mrs James played the dance music
and mang af the accompanimeonts in her udual able manner. 1t
wad broad daylight ere the proveedings terminated,

CHRIFTM 33 JFAY

was tather guoiel this year. Much interest was taken i the
charch decoraiions. and 1n eonsequunw ihcy were mora beauti-
ful than wsual. and on RBoxing da eat crowd of excorsionista
filted the lowan Lo ovm—ﬁuwmg 1araros " brought 1,500 from
Wellington, and the train brou ght. in ire quola frum Hienheim
and the couniry districta. Pichic pariies wore dolted afl over
the town. cricket and rounders being plased merrily in spite of
Lhe heat,

The Missca Speed gave a charming little

AFTERNUDN TEA

on Fridny. those present beiog Mrs Allen, Mrs Howard (Blon.

heim). Mrs H. Howard {Tua Marina), Miw Conolly 1Auckland),
Miss Allen apd Miss Nellie Allen. Miss Greansill, Miss M. Bey-
mour and Miss K. Sermour. Miss Marion Speed entertained her
guepls wilh musie, and Misa Netiie Speed. who has |rtely re
turned from a irip to Western Australia, had plenty to say Iu
regard 10 hor axperiences in that famous couniry.

Among Lthe

CURISTMAS VISITOKS
are Mr and Mrs Joha Cooolly (Blenheim), who are slaring at
" Hougemont " with Mr and Mrs Gard.
i h}ir and Mn-s Menteith and family sre staying with Vs McXah
m

roadw
H\lr and Mra Fitzgerald and family are elaying sl the Teiminua
otel

Captaln apd Mrs Allman and family are also here.

Mrs 1Captain) Holm s ghaperone 10 a party of sbout twenty
Weilingron Foung ladies. who are camping out at Kndeavour In-
let in Yneen Charlotie Sound,

The Waikuwa Maoris held a hf-.kn erformance on Mooday
evening ir the Picton Pubiic Hail. Elog by the applause it
muost have been a snceers.

Complimenta of the scason 1o the Gkarnn: atatf, 3

EAN.

IHaml:ly New Yoar to you, Many thank alwo for very pretty
card,

GRAPHOLOGY DR PEN PORTRAITS.

Axy reader of the NEw ZEALAND GRAPHIU can have
his or her character sketched by sending & specimen of
handwriting with signature or wom dr pleme to
MADAME MARCELLA,
'GRAFHIC" OFFICE, AUCKLAND.
The coupon appearing on the last page of cover of the

GRraPHIC and twenty-four penny stamps must accom-
pany each letter,

* ENAHORA,"—Yon have a most decided and forcihle
character. with a strong individuality and a clear and
vigorous inmtellect. You are perfectly sell-reliant and
self-contiined. Your opinions are broad and liberal,
and you are so perfectly independent that you gcneully
prefer Lo strike out a path of your own ; but at the same
time you possess prudence and [oreslght, sod a very
large share of pride mnd reserve, Vour affections are
deep mnd warm, but you sever lavish them without
receivicg & full return,  You are demonstrative to very
few, and although truthful and sincere, you never betray
your feelings, and can keep your own counsel sdmirably,
You are energetic and practical, not always sanguine,
but if a difficulty or trouble arise you look the evil
steadily in the face and meet it bravely. You possess
much power of mﬁu:nclng those around you, and a
great capacity for inspiring affection, and you ¢an iake
care of your own interests as well as the welfare of those
you love, and younever sacrifice yoursel{ unaecessarily. —
MaRcHLLA.



40

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

Sat., Jan. 11, 1898,

THE NABOB

OF SINGAPORE.

8F ST. CEORCE RAVTHEORNRE,

Auther of * Berca Sam,’ * Monsieur Bak,"
*Captain Tom." *Misa Paalioe of New
Yark,' Eze

CHAPTER IX.
A LOST YUICE.

Travozes ThokFe has changed bia mind
sboot remaining on board to dinner, and
shortly sfter Blax Lea takea his departurs
thers an eazodus—boats take thom all
ashore, a conple of carriagee ara in waiting,
and they bring up at the side door of the
Singapore Rotel.

The Majar is surprised to seo them enter
juse atwer ha has caten. He quelis that
cidiculous littla fatter in the region of his
heart with a atern hand.

Thaddeua is plainly uneasy and en tha
alart. Hia financial schemes ovidently need
hia attention. He bows sbasntly to Major
SMax ant paszes int0 the rotunda of the
hotal, where knots of men are gathered.

The soldier etops to address a few words
to Eulslie, ta amsore her that with the
cominy of mornisg he will ba at work look-
ing for & veasel that may be charkered lor
sach a basiness,

She complaina of a headache, and tittle
waondar, with 80 many thinge causing Lar
wOrry.

S0 he presently loaves her, though re-
maining about the hotel, Alva Green is to
report rome time during the eveniug, and
parhaps being a ehip captaio with him,
whose veezel may be chartered.

It is just = fittle aftor sight when the
major sees 8 Ggure he recognires making
#ignals to him [rom the landing abars. At
Erst he imsgines fuliet Balinda Hupggine
muat imean her band language for eome one
elee, and turna his head expecting to ree
Pbineas there; bat when ha loake up again,
she becomes even more demonatrativs,
waking out to frame & word with her lipa
—¢that ward is Enlalie. Suarely that is
enough.

In mnother minote he ia beeide the maid,
who givea him a rather ecornfol glance, an
if eha cannot comprehend how some men
will be ra dull of comprehension.

+ Miag Eulalie withes you to come to the
private parlar. She hss received some
singular news that she wizhes to conault
yoa about at once.”

In & few moments they ace at the door of
tha privats parior.

The maid makes a majestic wave of the
hand and thus invitas him to anter.

As he does 9o, Major Max ix surprized wo
fiad that Mist Thorpeis nat alons. Qvaerin
one cornar pits Phineas, bolt upright, with
his arma folded and hix head thrown back
—it i hia idesl attitado of *on guard,’ and
the ohject opon which his eyea are fixed is
another man.

* Hlgas my sanul " ia the mental comment
of the major, as he eyas this worrhy keenly,
* what hava we hare ? another old zailor, aa
Ilive. Now what's in tho wind? Iaita
game to draw monay out of Euvialie® Has
the story gane aroond that she i3 ready ta
pay a good price to any teiserable res tramp
whe can hateh ap & rtiering yarn, with tha
tg=t Tom Thorpa ta Bgure init?

Thaa thinking, he turna to the ycung
girl. She has been wecping for her eyes
are rod, That makea Major Max angry,
and ha darts a scowl st the ancient marinar,
whao rita there blinking like » 8trange owl,
with tawny locka and boashy whidkers,
fingering his canvaa hat nervously, yet
holding  his gmund Eulalia harriedly
whispers to the major, who answers some-
thing reassuring. Then he abruptly tdrns
to the eailor.

‘1 Your nawme, you say, is Ben Bolt **

*Yes, sir,” raplies tha grizzled old sale,
toaching his forelock by wavy of a salace.

“You have told Misse Thorpe a strange
story, Will you ropeat it brielly to e ¥

*Cartain, sir. 1 shipped last fail on the
ahip Irene, bound for Honz Kong from
Liverpoal. \We passed this FPort o' Sinya-
pore, &a” all was wall. Beyond we strack
the trade winds aud kept on our course for

Chinesa parts.

* Thon camo a cl\.nzaf-e could sca the
water tarnin’ biack, san’ thers was signa of
s typhoon. ['ve been an able reaman five.
an'-twenity year, Major Les, but I nevaer
aoed such & storm ws wwept down om the
poor [rone that day. Nothin' could live in
i

* WWhan the #nd came and the good ship
wus wrecked, 1 hung to a hatch, and pary
a man but poor Ben Bolt reached shore, I
reckoned I might ar well a been drowned,
‘causa | wae picked up hall desd, by
some yaller-(acod BMalays us sesemsd to ba
pirates.

*They carried me o their village, snd [
lockad for every day to ba my lut. The
tima c.me for a sacrifica: tha btre was
bailz, bor I soan found I was resarved for
the next jubiles. The victios was Wy be s
chap they had held for ysars, & Yankoe
that seemad 10 a-been & power amoog
but who run awsy, which action, 1 take ir,
»ir, caused ‘sm to put him to death.

* Alore he met bis [ate we had many &
tatk. He pat ma vp to Jots of Lhiogs that
might sarve ma well in case the chanoe
caws for poor Hen Bolt o skip.

* I learned that his bame it was Thorpe—
Thomes Thorps, of Virgicis. He aaid he
bad a child named Eulalis and & brother
Thaddeus. It ro ba iortooe allowed me to
get away from the Malays, i was to try
and find one o' these parties, 10 commani-
cate his sad fare. Poot Tum ! L've dropped
many a sxd Laar to your reéepectiol memory,’
and thia odd old ehap, honast mariner of
the Uhiness soan, digs a dirty knockle 10t
one eye as if to add force to his lamant—
then luoks up yuickly, sa be hastily adds :

‘It soems 10 ba on this "erm poor chap's
mind that his darter, hia beloved Eulalia,
bein’ pozscesed of means, might taks =
notian to ssarch for her loog-lost dad and it
"n’d give him: much comfort in hie last honrs
to know like as that ehs wooldo't bae fittin’
out hexpentive heapeditiona to find him, as
had gone on his lcog last croise.”

"Ah! indeed," says tha mesj
roddenly granted a wonderfnl
bhe however, dares not men ;3 ‘how
strangely fortonsts yoor meeting jost in
time to praveat such a waste of good
Awmerican coin. Wall, you eacaped,’

* How'd you know that ¥

“Ic would be hard for you ta be here
anlers you did, don't yoa eee ¥

“Ha, ha! that's a fact, eir.  Yeor, o low
days arter poor Thorpe's death, [ found my
chance und rirk my lifa to escaps. At one
time I believed I'd ;7o under, bat good luck
followed, and [ got aboard a frisndly junk,
finally reaching Hong Kong, whams I
+hipped for this part,*

‘How did you happeo to know Mim
Thorpe was hera ¥

*That'e s singular part of it_
her face.”

*(th, yoa did 1

*Thar'sa a wondertal rerembiance stw
her and her poor pa.’

*Sa they ray.”

‘And whe. I seed her to-day, I was struck
by it. I made inquiries, and that’s why F'm
here, 10 carry ous the promise [ made poor
Thorpe.’

*Your atory in & eingular one, and yet
you know it might be a caso of mistaken
identiry. Now, for instance, was this
Thorpa you eaw & emall man, or very tall ¥

The old sailor looks uneary—he conchs
and turns his hat sround faster tham be-
tore.

‘H'm —ye sea, I'm oot sarcin. My
memory’a vetting to be rather unraliable.’

I kmowed

Then a livht flashes befors ber, and she
remambery how, whew strogpling for bar
lifs aod jest abost sinkiay for iha lask
time in the treacheroms waters of Singapore
bhe saw & form eimaving thadusky
an arrow comiong to her reacus,
and once again thore soands in bar sars the
rear of the lico's voice :

* ¥Where is she—tbhs woman—yon coward?™

All this comes botors her macial visive,
No wonder she ia puxzied, for was 1t not the
dashing Nabob who had vaved her? Could
it be possible that Major Max, purbing vp
with the boat, senk this shout acrose the
watprs ¥

Major Max turns arcond.

“Jusk as I esuppoeod fram the start, he
Ia & frand of the firmt water, Miss Eulalie.
You look alarmad —there is no need of
waorry. Forges that this occurred .’

* Rat what oould bis object have been ¥

" Let us beleve a ahrewd gams to open
yonur puores,” saye Aajor Max, bot in sceret
he knowa [plt well thore ia something back
of it—the persistoncs with which the sailor
dwaells upon tha fact that now rhe need not
fit np & reliel oxhibikion awskens & stroog
suspicicn in his breast,

* ff | could prove that this wae his work,”
he mutters, "1 wonld be tempted ta wash
my hande of the young dog.

But for once be makes & mistake.

CHAPTER X.

"THR BUTCHMAX DIED WITHOGT S XING,'
Ko matter what Enlalis may thisk, or even
waspect, aha keepa it %o hersell. She has
conceived a strong liking for Lhis same
Mejor Alax, Of coorse, it ia moch the
same feeliog ashe would exp:rience towards
hor father, uor any amiable pervon of the
same age.

* Huve you a cald, meajor,” she meke, de-
maurely, yeot with some wolicitation im her

Not at all. HMay [ asx why yon in-

nire ¥

* Your voice sonnded so very hoarse—it
almost frightened me when yon thuadered
s0 at him.’

He laoghe, and does not eeo the pitfall
sha haz covared it over so artfolly.

*1 beg yoor pardon, Miss Eolalie
Whenever 1 am sxcited, I forget mysalf,
and roar like a buoll in the ring at Reville
or Aladrid. Years ago it was the saume,
aod in Lthe army the boyr naed to nickname
we Lion Max, oo sccount of my beaaritul
roar,’ and he lacghs as though 1t is a good
joke.

*And woll named, major, I declara Do
tell me—I am vory caricos, you sca—wern
you terribly excited the othor night when
my wretched Manosl apset me in Singa-
pove Harboar

The laagh stops shorta—over ths face of
the eoldier flashea a suddon lock of slsrm,
lnr be realisos that Eulslie has sskad a

*But earely you woumid r bar—
think_’

“'Pears Lo me he micht ba a man of
wnediom-—ygea, call it medium beight ; but’
as Major Max smilos, "as he wan & settin’
down each time I seem him, it might be
ponsible be was aither big or littia

At thia the soldier's paticnce loses ite
bounds, abd ha turos uwpoun tha szailor
savagely.

“You eipect something from Misa Thorpe
on acecount of bringing her this newe, of
courae ¥

=Wail, I kinder thought, seein’ as how I
might 2ave her much worriment, and & few
dollars in not fittin’ & hexpedition to rescua
har poor dad, that ehe mightn's foal on.
grateful’

* She doesn't—she believea yoo to be an
honest man doing his duty—she wonld load
you with Favours and Gl your pockets with
eilver ; bat, anfortunately tor you, I recog-
nisé you. You come oot irom Honyr Kong,
but from Liverpal Yoo ware on the esme
ateamer a¢ myveslf—the Emprees of Indis,
I had quite & chat with you there, and youn
told me the true story of Hen Bolt. Who-
ever emplayed ¥ou &0 carey out thia acheme
mot ha'd of the wrong man, ‘Thoss
whickera wounld betray you aeovwhers,
Now, nac a word in defence. yoo wretch,
or 1 shall be atrongly rempted ta forgot
mysell, and kick yau out of this privats
parloor. Do you know you have laid yonr-
solf open to a charge of niling and
blackmail? Thesa British people are very
rovera on that. Take yoarssif out af here,
bogas Ben Bolt—hie away ta the party whe
emploged yon to do rthis miserabis work,
and report no progress. I{ yoo are ever
seen around thess quarters again, you'll
feel something woree than the rope's end.’

The shaggv esiler saye not a word ; he ia
in & tremour for fear the mejor may change
hi= mind and have him hauled up.  So, still
fingering his canvan hat, he slidea to tha
door,makes an awk d little nod, intended
for a bow, to Eulalie, takes s last look at
the aturdy Irame of the Virginfan, and, as
Major Max stepa hastily towards him,
vanishogs from view,

As for Eulalia, she is looking st Major
Max in a pozzied way, while 1o harsell she
is thioking :

*Where have 1 heard that lion-like roar
before ¥’

-ous gusation.
tI—that ia—why, to be sure I was,” he
blurta oot, unable to meet her eyes, and
muttering to bimassli: *Confound Nak
M-vne, to ot me intc such a picile as

oo shouted cut—my hearing was very
acute, [or you poo everything is mapgnitted
when one is drowning, and I waa then—
youo shouted at the boatman, * Where ia she
—the women —you cownrd? Am I ack
tight, Major Max ¥

Ho does not deny it—poor fellow; it
looks ma thoough be will soon ba betwesn
twao fires

‘1 bolieve I aid shoat romething like
that,”

* It conlda’s havs been Mr Mayne, for hin
wvoice is m 1enor— he mings divinely : and,
beaides, at the {ime bia mouth muat have
been hall filled with aalt ter,”

*Of course—why, certainly. My voice in
very poweriu!, smd no doubt it sconded
vary close to yoo. An you say, whep ong is
drowniog, the perceptive facultios are very
acote " .

* Pardou me for being inguisitive, bat is
Mr Mayne & vory brave men ¥

Ir strikes Major Max se rather a gaeer
onestion, and he imaprines the illustrions
great mogul of Singapora hae begn vaonting
his own proness.

* Well, I beliova be haz slwayas been abis
to look out for himesll. He is an athlets,
you kanow.?

The mrjor is clad to be sble to tal) s=omsa-
thing good of the boy, and with considerable
usto, he narratea the receot adventore
Nabob Nat had, the caoss of the sffair, and
bow his strong right armw clearsd » path to
victory.

*As a rals, T detast ruch occnrren:
they scem too much liks atrest brawls,

remarks, and thea adde: * Buot In shis
instance, it doss seem as thoogh Mr Mayas
ecomid not hava escaped s ccnflict. 1 wager
I'll give the Lord Aleck my opiniom of him
Plainly, if aver ws meat sgain. I'm giad o
koow Nai—I mean kir Msyoe—is ac brave,
thoagh ] shouold not have questionad it aiter
his daad of the other might."

* What an impudent Irisnd our bold Fen
Bolt was,' she resumes, aftor & pauss’

* Yor, his ntory wss made up W gais
mooey. What be faile to got as this sod
%ﬂ. may be rure he securos st Lhe other.

uk the simpla [act of my barving moticed
him on board the Empress of ladin, on the
way to 5Si jpore, put m d. on hiv
succese. He was & runk failare. Dapend
on ik, Misn Enialie, ws csa lollow Alva
Greon’s lead.”

*How much we awe to yoor judgment,
major. Y\ hen we fiod poor dear papa, as I
am almost firmly conviaced we shull, how
he will bissa you for o jaithiully watching
over his anly child—withoat you [ hardiy
koow what I could bave done, uocls is eo
aceptical ; you eoe."

*Dh, others would do the essme—Nat
Aayne, for in«tance—and stand by you."

* Porhapa »o, but L bave imapined he waa
not particolarly impressed with my plans,
and even songht to diccourage ma”

* Which shows how onwise Nabk can be.
1 most open his #yea to the troth, sud Iam
sore yon will Gnd him devoted,” be hastena
o say.

*No doobet,” dryly, thoogh her eyss
twinklo with hamour, * he has alwaya bean
that, [ imagine—quite a lady’'a man
1 have found Lim & very fascinating gentls.
ma3, 1 confesn, Asheraye, in -Jukc, thers
is only one Nubob of Singapore.”

* Nat has many admirable qualitisa, Hs
has in & measurn been gpoiled, and needs
some one o manage him, zome gne for
whon he cared wery much, and who would
aronse the beiter side of his character, sad
mako hir think of othera before himself.'

At this ehe Inagha heartily,

* Yoo look st me,’ she esays, *ae Lhongh
you would invite me 16 begin hin ¢docation,
No, | thapk you, Majnr Mz, I have more
important matters to attend to ; this sacred
miezion wusk enygaye mo=t of my attention,
and I am afraiit the laothario of Singapors
woold fare badiy st my banda, Jf'—pow
speaking serionaly—- eircomatancea ehoald
sver conetpire W canse me to asinme Lthe
otfica of instructress and menlor Lo that
slerant younp Yirginian, depend npon it. 1
would ot fail in my duty,”

*l belisve ir, Mirs Enlalie." he saye,
smiliog, “and it woold be a gloricus thing
for any man to be tolored by one 8o bright,
a0 charwing. There, it ien'z often I come
to complimenta, but yon nnderstand | meap
what E way.’

* Your are not ceally his uncle ¥

“Ah1 ke has baen telling you. Well,
thers is pothiny that I am mshamed of in
the matter. YWhen a very young map, I
lovad a girl who becams eneaged to me.
While 1 was at the front, & rival who pos-
eoosod what I lacked —good looks and a
foriune—stole ber from me. Iendraroured
t3 take my owan conge philosopbically,
shough [ confesn | wae dreadfully cut ap
about L

* And you never married ?"

*I nevar did,” emiling sadly.

‘It was & shame—that she shoald treat
an honcorable masn who trusted her, sa

‘Sba wos Nat's mother —and sho is
dead.

* Major, forgive me,” -

*1 wae at her eide when she parsed away.
Long rince 1 had forgiven her. She had
besn & widow meny yemrs, and ss fortone
had smiled on me, I might have sought,
perhape woo her; butthe old love bad died
out of my heart, killed by har derertion.”

*You have » poor opinion of womaukind ;
parhape you are bitter ayainsr 1hem—a
women bater,” she says, watching bim
closely.

* Heaven forbid, my dear girl —some day
you will know becter than that - I mean
whep you have n chanca to andaratand ma
I have remained ringl. simply becaars I
have—well, never found the woman 1
wanted, o who wanted ma’

* That's too bad, for [ am enre you would
bhave made u good hueband, major.

Would have. Yes, ho thiuks, some
tifteen or twenty vears ago: bot naw it s
too Iste, or if given w chanrce, he wust be
relegated to some widow or old id.

‘ Parhaps, #0; and thon, agsin, 1 might
have made a jealove cld tyrant [ moet
rort contsnt in my firm belief that a higher
powsr chapea my destiny. I try to do my
part, and leave the re:t to fate. Buot, my
doar Mirm Eulalie, with your parmission,
Il chunge the sobject 0 one loss per-
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eonal snd upos which I may fosl more at
easa. Lot us talk over oor conlamplated
reicue sxpadition. It is to be & rast andar-
tskiog, wod will require careful manags-
a ordor to insure sucossa.’

blushes beaatilnlly st his vorde ;
par ahe hua been too bold im thua md-
drossing bim, bat he secms 3o like an old
friend —why, aver since & chi'd swhe has
heard poor papa talk of Major Maz, and
has conceived uot only a great liking, bot
tho deepest reapoct for the bearer of that
nams ; sll of which goes to bridge over the
chasa usaslly supposed io eoxist bevweon
pec e racently made acquaeinted.

They quickly become intsrasted in the
now sohinct, and Max Lea caun delve into
this with the greatoat freedom.

Her headsche, of which she had com-
Mained in the sarlier part of the srening,
baa totally vanished, and Eulalio is nover
brighter nr more witty than when she
saggeate ideas, or answers his guestiona
with ready repartee.

And ananwousnced, thers bursta apon
them the storm that has been o loog im-
pending. N i

Eulalis’s maid, Belinda Huggine, apena
the door snd roshes in, her face the
whitest, ber syoe the largest, and both
hands raised to indicate slarm.

*Law, Miss Ealalie, yon'd batter go
down snd get your uncle ap stairs, Ha's
raging around ltke a buil in a china-ehop,
hooting for that uogly litsle Jew. The
whole hotal is wild—I never saw anch s
sight. And Mr Thaddeon look aa if he had
come oot of Hedlam, he does.’

Both Alajor dMax snd the goung girl
spring to their feot, sod Ealalis utters a
ery.

!l: has happened —just what I feared.’

! What can it mean ?’ declarss the major.

* Uncle’s brain bes given way under the
terrible etrain. I told bim this awifal
cotfee businaes would apeet bim, bot he
was detarminad to risk sverythiag in it
Now he's gooa crazy, the poor man.
most go dows snd get him to come to
the peace snd quiat of thees rooms. What
will [ do without & protector ¥ she eays,
deapairingly.

Major Max in a gallant man; he has it
on the tip of his tongus to offer hia services
as a protector, when he lorboaza, suddenly
rememberiag that hes has promised
solemoly that sho shall be Nat Mayoe's, it
be can win her.

*I will go down with youn,” he mays,
goistly, and to bimseif he mntters: I
troat old Thaddeas has mot involved her
fortnne in his gigantic enterprize, for I am
detormined to cacry ont thia expedition
she has euggested, even if | have to expend
my awn little pile in it.”

‘Coont me io, major,” says a figure,
rising from the other sad of the long private
parloor ; it is Phineas, who has been on
guard all the while—Phineas. who haa eat
theore like & rpbinx ail the while, canoticed.,
Max Lee [eels a little confusicn, bat thie is
oo kime to show it

Bv Euolalies ride he marches oot of the
room and down the broad stairs, whi'e in
the rear comes bald Phinear, endeavouriog
to ealm the excited balinds, a tark that
requiras eundry equeezea and similer re-
assariog actions.

As soon a2 thoy come in sight of the
yathersd mass in the rotunde and lokby
belaw, they can oatily ses that some unosnal
excitement awnys the merchauta of Singa-

re.

Major Max declares it makes him think
of the Chirago “on change '—men are in
knota, appareatly discossing some very
important subject—a buzz of intenss ex-
citement pervades the atmoephere.

Where is Thaddeas Thorpe, the man wha
has ataked him all in the gizsntic scheme ta
corner coffes, the manipulator of suter-
prizes, who found America too small to am-
brace his ideas, and must neads take the
world for a feld 7

Ah t here he is juat below, enrroonded by
quite a circle of merchants, speculators,
and gthers. Up to this hoor they have
looked upon the American with awe and
reverence, for he represented millions uwn-
told, and he wan about to pash throngh the
botdeat echeme aver heard of in Siogapore,
whereby the combination he represented
Was to clear an immenee fortune’

The wave of the wizard’s wand has

b d all thia—Fr he drops in
a slomp to dirmal failure. There is no
more pitiful sight than the erstwhile proad
millioaaira, with grand jdess and a con-
rwempe for the amsli thiogs of life, saddenly,
mayrically, as it were, redoced from
opuleace to poverty, with his castles in
Spain tombling in ruios about his wolocky
Sare,

Thore are nons so poor as to do him -
verance now ; many opeuly lmugh, for tha
schemers bave bought mueh stock and
coftea at & price far above the marl
in order to get the bulk in their ha
ovon if the affair falle throagh it willba &
good thing for the merchaats of Singaporse.

An for Thaddeua, bhis coclness ol mannsr
has vanithed,“und he shawe intenss excite-
ment ; his hair {s awry, locking as though
it had not ssen & comb for & week ; and ss
ba turne from groop to group, answering
tbe gquestions that pour lo upon bhim, be

has @ habit of rawniag his Engers throagh

the mass, sach time incressing his tragic

lookw.

j ay throogh the
close behind,

mansgzey {0 reach the oporator. He lsys &

baad on his arm_

* Mr Thorps, here is Enlalic. She thinke
you bad betier zet w littla goist spetaira
What has happened ¥ is hia salutation,

The other torns apon him, smiliog
Erimly.

‘ Happened—my dear major —happenad ?
Only alitue trick of fortuns, We restad
our cars on a singls atrend, and auw the
Jaw rends me & mocsage that all is lost—
that tha bubble has burst, for that Duich-
man has died without siguing.”

ARGONAUTS OF THE SOUTH SEA.
CHAPTER XL

THXE GAME THADULDECS BRICGHT FROM
CHICAGOD.

A3 Thaddens Thorpe for the tirat tima

opsoly confesses the trath thers are ex-
P i of d 4 him ; the nows
from mouth o mouth. Up to this
time it has only beon a strong romomr,
accentaated by the dirtracied appearsnce
of i\be groat manipulsior of cotfes, bus
mow ho has himaelf cocfirmed it.
sjuor Max ia deeply purzied.

He han caoght a paculiar swinkle io the
shrewd grey ayse of Thaddeos It flashes
acsoss his mi that thare is something on-
natural in chis busioess. A man »0 cool as
he has always been heretofore, should not
show much azcitement awslers bie whole
aearvons system bae given way, and he
cannot wes thas thir ia the casw with
Thorpe.

Can he be playiog a game?

Eulalis, losking around, ssea that her
uncle has nos a friend pro-ens beeides
Major Max. Facea cither rcowl opon him
or are msrked with exultation over his
downfall

*Comes with me, socle,” she says.
He looks down mpon her, snd gently
atrokes ber hair —sven io this hoar of in-
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tenme sicitament i} seama be has some e
gard for his brother’s child.

* Don't worry over we, my dear—I'il pul
through yet. Thay will socu be bore, and
wo'll arranges matts Iv'e & groat blow,
enough o pwam. ¥ oo of us ol course, it
trawe ; but when divided among throe, we'll
stagyer pot from wader. It ian'c the firat
time, my dear, I've had my hoad swim from
too moch eofss. The e they come now —
weo'll soon get oo our feet U we pull to-
gether,’

Ha conceals his nervonsnoss 0 some ex-
tent.

Thers is na ase trying to get bim away
now, and Major Mex has only time tu tur
snd ptisr some reassaring wonda in the oar
of the youne girl.

When he surveys the Lwo men who ad-
wance in their direction, ha feels heart
eink like loa®. A crowd lollows—s ecrowd
turicus o know what wiil happen, for
avents of auch magnitode have certsinly
been rare occurrences in Singapors,

There are Lord Aleck snd Ban el Moshid
juat im front of them, both wearing long
Jacer, and looking as though they have losc
their Inst friend,

* What is thie, gentlemen, you send me?
Yoo guaranieed to get tha Dutchman’s
tignature, snd now yoo teli me you bave
Lailed.”

They ebrug their ahoalders in coocert,
thess shrawd men who have started in to
do up ihe Yaokee investor. Ob, they
have their little game aown to a fine point.

*It ia an cubrags, & swbame, that ze
doctaire coold not give him mirength
onough to speak, to hold ze pen. Begar,
be dia in my armas, and zo great game is
lowt.”

*Tarrible ' groans milord, putting ona
glum face that would make & monkey
woeD. " Every dollar invested ia gone © It
means & loss of at least thres millionn.”

The by+tanders lock st one anuther;
Singapore and Jave will be much belter off
thun svar before, if this is true.

*Which equa!ly divided, mewns a million
apisce. Lst us cheer op, wentlemen. That
will not break any oneof us, We played s
bold hand—the fates wars sgsinet ue.
Porhapa we may yer win,' says Thaddaun,
with an assumption of cheerfulness, a»
though relieved at bearing the worsk, sna
this gaine him a ls® frisnds among thoao
who look on, becanse men admire grit.

- It is imposeible—with the Dutchman
Kone, our laat chance for cuntrolling the
output is vone. Ve must throw up the
hat,” says Lord Alsck.

*1am dizposed not to vield ro readily,
bat to fight it coton thia line if i1 takes all
summer,’” declares Thaddear, with bull dog
pertinacity that would have well beeooe
the Englishman ; but he does not show a
sign of it.

*Mou dien ! zen yoo will have one very
wood chance to continoe zs Lght, my tear
friend. We have had snough—wse pocket
our los-gs—wa withdraw and leave zs tisld
to you.' say the remarkable Jew.

Major Max holde his breath; he ro-
membere that ha warned Thaddeuns of this ;
the hoor has come, the two conepirators
are abooc to get fronm under by wesne of
some clever manipulation, so that their
Ioasen will be eomparatively rmall, and
allow the brunt of 1he disaster to fall npon
Thaddeuns,

‘The American [ooks cagerly at his part-
nere,

* WWhen we have settled our aceonnte, I
will see what can be done.*

The Jew looks Lo hi arl companion.

*1 regrat o tell you, Thorpe, that
through & mistake—u foolieh wistabe—Lhin
businean falls mere heavily on you than yeo
imagine.”

*What do yon mean,’ demands Thaddeus,
Quiet!y.

‘Yoo romember you bought tha bulk
o! options—what wae it in all*—roms-
thing iiks twenty nix hundred thoueand,
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They were givea b0 the lawyer, Barnes, to
arrangs. Uafortunately, bs was so aver-
come by the immensity of hia fes shat he
imbibed $00 much champagne, and
noglected the job, which wan never done.”

*Well, you ars wmorally boond to
shoulder one-third of the burden,’ saye
Thaddens,

The Jaw smiles.

‘Sach & moral obligation cannot bind my
¢inscieace, my dear Thorpo, when it in a
quastion of millions. Itwas diamond cuot
diamond —we know you longed for a chance
ta go it along—ris will not swamp yoo even
if ze grand obligatiun cannot ba met. We
both with vou succses—and withdraw.®

Thaa thay oxpm their hand. The Amert
can spp to ba b bug h he
doas not seem to know it

* Hold on, gentlemen, it's a poor rale that
won't work both ways. What il the deal
had carried—"

*Ah ] zen we should have trusted to ze
magnanituity of gour heart to share with
ue. What our loares are outside of rat
block, we chearfully shoulder, but we draw
28 line &t zat."

*[ call upon the gentiemen present to
hear that,' aays Thaddeus, locking around,
and & number nod their heads athrmatively.

*On ! athousand witneeses may hoar ua
declare that we repudists that agreement,
and I beliove that is not & rceap of writing
that witl bind us to take two-thirde of thab
atock, etye the Briton, coolly.

*I offer them 10 you for the last time-"

*Uselesn! Vo wash cur haads of them
ontirely, my dear sir.’

* You all hear that, my friend+ ”

* Yee, yoo,” answers Major Max, keenly
alive ko what 18 coming, and still ready to
pin hia faith upon the shrawdness of the
American,

*Wa hear ! declares a voice from the
crowd, and the Nabob of Singapore pushes
forward, just in time ko witness the crisis.

* Threw times they heve refueed to carry
out our salemn ayreement. TWhen dizaster
{ails thay iutend to let me stand tha bront
of itt It ia very kind of them, indeed : but,
gentlemen, allaw e to ray [ scoept’

* A thoosand thanke, Thorpe,’ and milord
bows with mock politeness.

* Not only accept, but am obliged to you
fur wllhdrnwing whan oaor glglntlc antar-

prise_ie on the ave of aoccess,’ smiling
kHaadly.

*Success I’ echoss Lord Alsck, turning

"Begnr. he is loalng heos mind,” muotters
the Jow, while the |lsteners gather round,
holding their breath with intenss expect-

ana .
‘{-nticipnud soma sach smart move as
thie whon [ found the lawyer drunk, asd
the work lying wntouched on his desk. I
was your businesa to bave it completed.
So I scented a rat. [ have playsd to
checkmate youw, my [riends — my dear
frisnde "

‘Chechmate?
dead 1

* Possibly so, bot he signed away all he
had for emeh befors his arm was paralyzed.”

Ben ol Meahid and the Eoglishman atark
back io dire dismay:

* Impoeseabls I' gasps the Jew, for the
tirst time In his life beaten st his own
‘amﬂ.

* You ghal! hear—the mgn whe bought of
him is presynt — you know him, Me
Mayne, will you enbstantiste what [ say ¥

tZa Nabob of Bingapore ¥ mutters ths
Teraelite, wha at last roents a rcheme that
he cannot beat—a Waterloo Lhat threatens
disastar,

Lord Aleck scowls as he sess the dandi-
fied athlote agsinst whom he pirted his
murcolar powers in vsin, and who ured
him ap ro badly that his laft optic ie stiil
in moornirg as & consequenca.

*What Mr Thorpe asserts is troe I
purchassrd the encire holdings of Apognet
Grooten Kemper, and the trana er was
legally witnesasd. At the time, I dida't
quite understand the true inwardness of
the deal, bat [ can see now. Wa are tha
peaple.  (entleman, s thaosand thanks for
doubling my fortune. 1 shall ever be
gratotul.’

Many pressnt aré not financially in-
tarented, and others have already wade
mo vut of the big affair, so they are inm
condition to apprec the situation.
Mort men applascid & bold countermove,
and the wonderful tact of the Amarican
piomatey of schemes in checkmating his
traacheroos partners has arouesd thom to a
pitch when they must give vent to their
{ealings, and henca it is oot surpriving that
han ane voice ia heard exclaiming :
uvod lor Uncle Sam 1 — the Yankse
againas the world every kisa '

Buat the l-utchman ses

Plainly thwrs are a fow Amariosss in
Bingapore.

An tor the man who has boen with the
Count de Lesseps nt Suex and Panama, be-
aides in various other gigastic snterprises,
he stands Lthere the pictore of despair; she
langh bas inded from his calealas-
ing face, wund in ita place sppesars am
agonlsing expression waa a pet
schame of his, and ad leasd a eoof million
waitsd to fall into his pockst, if succese
came ; but he prepared too thoroughly for
retreat and over juomped tbe mark.

*My toar Thorpe, you have besn »
biight manipaistor—1 felt =ure wa eould
trust to you. m proud Lo call you my
partnes,’ he says.

* Bak the paitnership has bean dissolved.
I call upon thess gentlemsn to withess the
fact that of yoor own frea will you broke
and left me, aa you bolieved, flonndering
np to my neck in the mire?

*That is 8o, doclarsa ons.

*Quits right,’ says snother.

* A Roland for an Oliver,' from a shird,

The fickle ¢rowd that eretwhila frowned
upon and eneersd st Thaddeus Thorpe is
now ready toride with him. Boccsss always
han frignds, bat the ppor dog, Advaraity. re-
ceives only kicks. They sdmire the bold
#tratagem by which Thorpa hes canght hia
follow schemers in their pwn trap, and nre
ready to applaod him now,

* But Lhat was only a joke, you kpow.
Lord Aleck and myself wore bound to stacd
our share of za losr.  You cannct msan to
drop os outb

Liaten to him whine, this crawling viper,
thix merciless Parisiao banker, whe.ee gold
ia his ged.  He never atopped at the
eacrifice of thousands of lives npon the greas
canale, in order to fll hiv purse, and yat
with & million at atake he can got down on
his knees snd beg.

*You dropped vourrelves oont—I1 had
notbhiog to do with it All I have done has
been to protect myrell, Gentlamen, I wish
you good svening. Mr Mayne, accompany
mo to my rooms, and we will figurs oot
what share of che deal is yours. Oh, major,
comne with us; and yon, my child, what are
vou doing down in this woll'a don ' ar il
jost noticiog the presence of Eulalie, hatless
and apparently deeply excited.

*Why, uncle, 1 came down to geb ynu—l
thought you had loac everything and waa in

danper of lstting your wite go tac,” respoads
the younyg girl, a2 she walk« beside him.

Lord Aleck and the Jaw their way
to the bar-rooms of the botel; [hey have
receivad the grandsst drmlbing of their
Jiver, abd wmepd artificial strepyekh in order
to ksap up.  Aa yet, thay are partially
stanned, aod hardly realise the whole extens
of che disaster.

Tha little party gathers im the private
parlour, and Thaddeas, proud of his recent
wictory, is sasily parsusded to tell the story
of how he susgectad his partners of crogked
work, and the trap he laid Lo emenare them,
into which thay tumbled peil-mall, Jike n
cocple of amatsurs, instead of the accom.
plished Oonociers they were supposed ko

be.

His lint laad, nnd Thadil arowa
werry ; he orders champagne, clgara, the
bast the honse affords, Hans he not won ithe
most stupendoons fortuns ever staked apon
& singte card, and enchred two wonderful
echemers st Lthair own game?

CHAPTER XIL
THE FACK IN TRE MAJOR'S LOCKET.
*How is it, wajor, you do not seom to like
champagne ¥ acks Mire Thorpe, whon the
woldier joios her, leaviog the Nabob sod
Thaddeus deep in ligures.

*Ah, Miss Enlalie, I drank whan ayoung
mam, but just after the war an sxpersincs
came uader my observation that forever
cared me. I had a dear friend —let me call
him Bob. Evervons loved him; he waa
vory cloea ts your father and mysalf, and
I would have aimost given my lite for
bim.

“It was the old story—why wesry yon
with the details, The appetite made him
& nlava ; he loet money, bealth and Eriends,
Keform be conld not ; 1 know bim to make
a dozen eflorbs, desperais coee. At Taat,
eren the lady he was ko marry pave him
up. This atterly disheartensd him, Ina
fit of delirinm tromens ha blew his braina
out. I helped to bary him, poor boy, and
over his grave swore s deathless war prainst
the sccureed snemy that slew him. I have
never falterad—right and jeft I atriks him,
wherever | find h'm. No gusrier—uoncon-
ditional surrendsr,”

Bhe tooka st him in admiration.

*1 have mgver btan interssted in the
temperance cause before, but a fow stories

Mr. John L. Milton

(or Surpeom

5., [ahxﬂa.r}am.’_fnu: Sbiw L ovaden

“ From time to titee T Fave
tried very many different soaps
and after five-and-twenty years
careful observation in many
thousznds of cases, both in
hospital and pn\ate practice,
have no hesitation in statinyg
that nope have answered so
well or proved so beneficial to
the skin as PEARS S0AP.
Time and more extended trals
have only served to ratify this
opinion which [ first expressed
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this admirable preparation.”
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of the oldest inhabitant ; and
PEARS' SOAP is an article
of the nicest and most careful
manufacture., and one of the
mast refreshing and agreeable
of balms for the skin.”

The Queen

,‘ .‘, Siene:
WI;’S

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE

Prince -« Wales.




Sat., Jan. 1r, 18g6.

THE NEW ZEALAND GraPHIC.

43

Vove, major.

+Thea I shall andeavoar $o relate them
from Jime o sime | hare soen mnnslol‘

i i fropa this une caves. In
:;G“m‘p’:n‘:: I am really & Bohemian—I
swoka, paint s lissls, am fond of travel and
strange sights—I bave soen much of the
world, am fond of huating snd Hshing, and
can make myrell 8 joliy companion, only I

like that would make me a convert, [ be-

draw tha lina at the bottle—1 hate it!’
*You o climbed mountaine, of course
_gll travallorado thas. I h met saveral

wha could boast of having ascended ta
peaks never befoto trodden by the foot of
man.'

Heo langhe,

+] don't know that I can boast of that,
but at times [ have feliowed Whymper and
Tyndall. With U tor, I reached the
Waisshorn of the Alpe.

*Do you wear ocdinary clothes when
attempting such perilons asceuis, or iv it
necossary Lo equip one's sell agaidst the
woathor 7

He doea not t that her question is
anything more than & deaire for iaforma-
tion.

*[ naver could come down to tha light
marching methods of Prufessar Tyndall,
who sscended the terrible Monte Hos in
shirt elegveos, without sven s poide, sand
with a2 ham sandwich and a littie pot of
tea [ o2 vied an ox‘ra cost of
heavy mal and mitts. On several
accasions [ believe this precantion saved
my life.!

* Yoo must let me ses that wonderial
CcOMt =otne time, major.’

* Blera her innocent heart,' thinka he ;
1 ljttle does she eorpect that this sawme
shagry coat once sarved to keap her lrom
freezing. 1'd like to tsll bsr, bat that pro-
miga to Nat bare the way." .

*\WWhat was that siph for, major? she
aske.

* I beg pardon—perhaps I am a littie )

sloopy. You know when men get Lo my
age they are not sble tostand an much as
youog thapr—like Nat, for instance.

*Why dues he persist in always thrusting
bis age forward * [ don't think he looks old,
and an to & isan with Mr Mayne,
wall, [ have my opnion abous that.”

Alood she saye:

*If yoo wisth to retirs, don's lek ms keep
you hare, major.”

Ealali can ba sarcastic, lika moat of ber
sux, when ehe thinks rhe has oceasion.

*Thanks—with yoor permirsion I wiil, 1
doubt not the youngrter i an entertsic-
ing mood to-might, and 1 would nod in-
wude,”

Ha bows, and is sbout to leave her,
when sha says, hastily -

*1 bave given yon no ocoasion o think
that T prefer Mr Mayne's society 1o youre,
Major Lea. I estaem you for the past ; you
wore my [ather's friend—you have pro-
mised Lo be mina.”

“Yoe, yex—alwayn, and to the end.’

* esidos, Major Maz, I have my sas-
picions that I am indshted to you lor
somothing else —that I even owe my life to
youor bravery.’

‘How — why — whera?
torning white.

“Two million marks!
Aayna.

*(Go on conatiog,’ calls out the sxnitant
Thaddens, and neither of them has oyes for
anything but the figures that are mounting
ap to & sum that i simply prodigious.

Major Max is alarmed, for his flrat
thought in that he has been lound out with
regard to the little affair in Singapore
Harboar.

Her words quickly uadeceive him.

*You conleried beiog on Mont Blanc three
years ayo—you knew certain facts that no
one had mentioned at the time. That
aroured my sonpicione. I have been think.
ing. and at last bave srrived at the con-
clasion, that it was yon who carried me
dowan that frozen moantain eide.”

He hange hia head, sbashed,

*0Ob, Major Max, why dia you not lst
me know? Waa i as a girl so frightfol an
abject that you did nat cere to remember
ma agsin ¥

ha stammars,

Eureks ¥ cries

NERVOUS

DEBILITY

Resulting from Impoverished Blood,
Cured by the Use of

AYER'S

SARSAPARILLA.

Rend the following remarksble testimony of Mrs. M. A. Helleur, of
Bussex 8t,, North Adelaide, 8o. Australia, whose portrait is given above:
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weakness of the system, being so hadly affected that I feared even to go
from one room to AnaUer, on mccount of the strange ohjeets that appeared

o it before me.

My doctor, after treating me for :
any benefit, at last recommended me to try Ayer’s Sarsaparitla.

some time, without
I tonk

his advice, and am pleased to say that the effect was really wonderfil
Vigour waa restored to my system, my nerves were strengtlened, iy spirits

brightened, amd 1 was enabled to return to my usual occupations.

I might

sayv that several of my friends and relatives have used Aver’s Sarsaparilia

with like beneficial results.

I believe it to be the best health.restorer

that has ever been offered to the suffering masses.”

AYER'S Sarsaparilla

With Highest Awards at the World’s Great Expositions.

AYER'S PILLS, for Biliousness and Indigestion

He groans—how ber wordseut ! He I
put upon his deience, and, onable to srand
the reproach conveyed in her voice, without
s word ba opens the locket of his watch-
chain and disclosss the face ecatained
thersin—bar faoe.

Thea she smiles—she no longer ean
baliave that ho hbas dielikad her, when,
during sll thess years, he has carried shis
remembrance of their singular meating.

+Forgive me, Major Msx. Now [ know
you can explain fwr hasty depariure om
thas occarion. am curions—ik is only
naiural, 1 wanted to thank yoa so muach.”

* I have not verbaily confersed,” he saya
slowly, whersat she lsughs and points to
the locket dangling st his watch chaip.
¢ The [act of your poeegaring that in evidenca
enough. Then, [ am sure, [ bava another
cloa.*

She deliborately opons her dainty pockel
book and takes out s large, peculisriy made
button. Major M cans ik

* That loocks familiar. ture encugh,” be
AYS.

* Yoa will find ona miseing from that
identical shaggy coat or pe-jecket which you
carry along onsuch occanions for emargencies
il you still possess it. Itound it on
the Aoor the neat day, and madame asid it
must have falten from the coat you wrapped
aroend me, the preciona cosk to which |
owed my life. Ah, major, it is gueer 1hat
you should have carried the girl of your old
comrade, Tom Thorpe, out of the jaws of
death thatday.’

Ho heara the Nabob lasghing cheerily,
and somshow a guilty 2pasm ehoota through
bis heart. He has pladged himeslf to aid
and nbat Lbe puit of Nat Mayne, and yet is
would appear from thse wey in which thing,
are now going that he is puehing his own
care. It makes himrehob his testh towether
how can be give herio that gay young doga
who bae bed good lack all his life antil khe ;
like » epoiled child—who sven now rejoices
in the doubling of hia fortune through an
investment blindly made ¥

And yot how can be break his promise *
He is in doty boond to remember Nat—to
let bim have the first chance. Thew, if he
faila to win thie g'orious pirl, parhaps--
Hesven alone knows the thrill of hope that
word givan Major Max, for it containe great
possibilities for

‘Soms o her time | may explain to you
why I loft 36 euddenly. It was & purely
business matter. Just mow { want you o
asrure me that I hed nothing to do with
this disclosura —that yon Ipand me out
goursalt.’

*\Why, major, what & strange thing. One
wonid think you had solemnly pledged
youreelf never to reveal yons identity to
ma—never to let ma know it was you who
raved me on thet memorable oecasion.’

What can he say *

The situation ie embrassing,

* Misa Enlalio, that in jusk what [ have
done—sagainst my will, and under & mis-
underatanding : but. once said, I had to
stick to my word. I can confeas no mors
at present. To motrow we may repors
progress in sgcuring a vassel, ]I will say
good night.”

The others are sctimating the sam total
of their gains, and mre deeply interesied ;
MO B0 OGE ee0s Aajor Max gallantly raise
Eolalie'a hand, toneh it to his moustached
lipa, and then hurry from tha room, leaviog
her lost in parplexity.

He meane o do the right thing, but
homan natore is 1w weak, ro carily awayed
by the amotions that swesp acroes the ronl.

The girl cannot ander-tand him. She
doce not dream that hin promiss has been
made to one Nat Mayn-. Troe she can
discover in the lesty words cttered by
Major Max that hs is inclined to be jsalous
of the dashing Kabob.

This i one peint that gives her light, for
RO AN Or woman can show jealousy unlesa
they care considerably fur the object of it

Then, aerin, the fact of his keeping her
loxt pictore in his locket apsaks volumes.

The day has clored with & grand victory
far the Nabob, and yet it in exceedingly
problematical whether, aftar , he has
made 38 much progrees as the @an who han
promized 1o stapd aride and let him win a
wife'

CHAPTER XIIL

‘I WOrLD SHX WERE TO BE A <OLDIER'S
WIFE, ToO V'

Tur soldier again pamsen downatairs and
finde the crowd in nv way lesrenad. Ex.
citemeunt is at fevor heat. This wonderfu)
dealing lo the stapls product of Javais
something with which thease merchants
enca. Distant onffea-
rs have st times cornsred Lhe beana
eld tha price up in their respeclive
localities, bur this hans iy been for a
short time, as large quant would soon
be shipywed to such & high market.

Now for a whole searon the world must
voy tributa to the shrewd business ability
of 1the parties who got np this desl.

Major Max s locking for a man in the
crowd, and presently he Gnda him.

It Is Alwea Green. v

The now mate of the Talirman hss some
(ny in tow—gq soafaring man, beyond w

doubs, for be introdoces him s eptain
\Wabb of tha ship Iria,

They withdraw to & tormsr, where in
psace » coneuitation can be had, and then
monay is made te play ao impnrtant part in
the gama,

Mujor Max deponds considerably opon
the knawledge of Alva Green, though he is
far from being a greeshorn in naatical
mattare, having once sailed before cthe
mast, and always bean an samaleor yachts-
man. .

A price in rot for tha owe of tha ohip and
Créw,

Major Max agrses in writing to furnish
supp iss and arms and many other things.

1 his done, Lhe agresment is comp’ated.

1t will take some days to carry oot their
Artangements ; but monsy worke wonders

. when propsrly applied, and right here in

Singapors can be procured everyihing Ihey
pead.

When thia bosineas ja completed, Major
Max thinks he deserves some rest.

The merchanta atili linzer and talk over
the ritoation; s rich Chioaman,
Lthers and alongsida a
Dutch grower of spizes. The main busi-
neas of Lhin conntry is to snpply 1he world

. with coffea, toa, and the varicus spices that

ars in daily conrumption, and the planta-
tiona of Java, Somatra and kindred
favoured apots wra devoted almoat exclu
aively to there things, though tropical
fruita are mleo reisad.

On the [ollowing day proparalions begin;

ONTSERRAT| A dslicieas
Lime Frult Julet | Boy The- famoas
SAUCE, Moniseirat  used

in i prodoclion.
Agenty: Chrysiall & Ca, Christchurch,

tlwards
s
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sod are puthed forward wilh the vim thas
hat slwaye charncterissd the soldier.

To his surprias he hinds an able and en-
thosisatic assistans in Mayas. Sarely a
Ehange has come aver the lattar.  Perhaps
ba hay hoard trom Eulalis—besn givem to
undecstand that the man who wins bher
smiles mosh ewter bowrt and eonl into the
sacred entarpriss thac hills ber lite at pre-
[ 1

Major Max has folly intended taking the
young fellow to task abont the misorable
trick ho beliaves Nat was geilty of ia sond-
ing that frand of a grizz!ed sailor wo Eunlalia,
i order Lo gain his poant and prevent her
starting out upon what bs belioved was
quizotic search.

When he scos the change of heart thad
hss come upon tha Nabob, he concledon re
hold his peace—not that he believes Nas
cares a rap whather the young girl ever
finde her miming parent or nor. buc for
*ome purposs of his owa it enits the Na-
bob"s mood to appear very devoted to the
causa,

Heis s creaturo of whim-=. this same Nat,
and, il he takes a notion, can do an e
tonishing amount of work. It is a great
pity he does not take the'e whime oftenar.
If he had beam & poor man he might have
aczomglished something that would da him
credit, bot a bandsome young chap witk
ploaty of means has amail chance to develop
any latent genius that may furk in hin
brain,

When svening deawa her veil over the
strange city of the eqoator, Major Max
lee!s that be han made great progrese.

The ship nas been reliaved of alt cargo,
and ia already beine placed upon the ways
in order that she muay be orverhsnled,
thoogh in sptendrd condition, her copper
eheathing being almost pew.

Inzida, painters and carpenters ars ms
bary sa u hive of bees. How liberal in-
ducements in the money line will make men
jump! The work progresses at a rate
that ielictis chort of mavical.

Major Max hat done something elee.
There wili arire 2 necersity for landing or
exploring certain creekn. The modern
naphtha laanch is pecatiarlr fitted for this,
and, tinding one lor sale, he bas purchared
ir.

Ha calls apan Epislie afitar dinner, and
makea his report in rather & ceremonioca
manner, Perhapa this is cacrad by hie
finding the Nabob comfortably imstabed
when he srrives, ringing doets with tha
Virginia girl, and their voices blend ex-
eeedingly well, althongh to the major the
combination is not the sweelest harmony
he han ever keard.

When hs has tinished hin report, he
pleads an angagement. Fulalis frowna,

“l expected yon woald epend the even-
ing with us, Majar 3ax,’ ahe asys, with the
air of a little priacess ; and onder this new
order of things he awalene to the fact that
this other matter can juet as well keep
antil thea morning.

Eulnli¢ does not go back to the piano,
and Mayne, afier waiting zotil patience
réases to be a rirtoe, joins them, saying
with a ehort langh -

* Pardon me il [ intrude. bat 1 fancy you
are talking aboot the projected Chinese
tnvasion, and ma [ am interested deeply o
now —pertape | may be allowed to join
you."

*How har ha done to-day, major,’
waka, with a emile.

* Amarzingly well [ never knew it wae
in him. Why, figuratively rpeaking, he
hias taken his coat off and worked iike a
Trojan.’

Nat looks very proud.

*What did [ vell yoa? yoor wirhes cou!d
make me do more wonderfol thinge than
thar,’ he whispers, but of courae the scldier
haare,

*Ah, M¢ Mayna, [ have some hopes of
Who knowe to what hemzht you
imb with a proper incentive,” she

she

-]
o

pliea,

Eulnlin colours ; ehe doss not seem to
like rach bold hinta ; flattery gives her no
plessura

S0 she pays no attenlion to what Nat
rays, but aska ferther questions concerning
the work thatis 10 ba done, how long it
will take, nod rha many things it is neces-
eary she shouid koow in order 10 keep trsc
of ailmirs.

Then Thaddea= comes in.

He had been informed of the praojected
mission. A tirss he fatly refered %0 have
anything o do with such & ridiculoas
matrer, bat has by degress ~ome arouad.

S0 soccesfal has baen bis reid bpoa the
realm of coflee that he has gradaally fallea
int & good oatured condition. and as a
consequence looks at wmany things in a
different light. He even becomes interested
in the work Major Max has done, bat doos
notcommil himwelf tkoray ha will accompany
them.

LMy leira of the Talisman will ba cak in
a weok, and her owne expected here
Ha has p'snned 3 craira with rome trisndes,
sa | caa’t hirs her any lunger. [ declare
after all ['ve = rood notion .

‘Do come, ancle—thiak of the plessurs
if we Bnd dear papa.’

* And the exqubsite delighte
it wa fuil into the hande of Lhose u-e-lly
piratos,” says the manipulator of schemer,
shrugging his ahouiders.

* That in something we wmean 0 propare
againat, |i stardy men, moders arms, and
sll the appliances of defones known W
Yanies ingencity connot win the duy. then
I'm mistakea,” declarca Lhe enthaosiesic
Nabob, Helagks at Ealatie aad receives o
smils of approbation, which cawres Major
Lae to matiar to himsel{ gloomily :

* Ha's on the right truck now. Everyihing
musk clm the way for the roysl Mabob's

le faith in its

well, though I confess to li
succow ; and I don't doubt you will be
ready to do some pretty lirely wark if for-
ifune bringe about & mesting with the

pirates.  \What [ do sericaely ohjeei to i
the presence cf = Iady on

* f ara detarmined ta go—-nutlung could
keep ma back ; 30, uncle, deeiet. | bog of
you,' cries Eulalie, almort hystorically?

*Think of the danger—the ship may be
attscked and at lenst moch fighting will ba
done—sighta eocountered to make your
hesrt mick—blood will be shed, waunds
aiven ; yes, aven death may come.”

Etin all ateloas,

Jhe draws her Ggare op like a roldier on
parade, her little hands are clinched, and
wpon her face appsars & ook of re=olution
soarkiing from her bright oyes that makes
Major Max hold bis breath with admiras-
Tiom.

*Ah, Uncle Thad, yoa forget that Tam
the danghter of & saldier—to ravemy father
I wounld riek wll this  dozen times over. [
ehall go, even if death itrolf faces ma*

*Yer, cha i* & brava raldior's duaghter,”
aays Major Max, and then, in & low tone,
ho adds: * I would to Heaven the were to
ba a soldier’s wife, too."

Eater on in the eveniog he and Theddeas
enpage in & gaoie of chesa while the young
folka rerame 1he duets. In the midet of
the game Thaddeus rubs hir chin and
chockles,

*Yoao think my miod is on that coffes
desl, major; but for onte you Are Wrong.
I'm emiling jurt now at—Ben Bolt,” he
ARFN

* Ben Bolt! Good Heaven ! do you khow
that rascally old rea dog with the frince of
yetllow beard? 1 am surprized. 1 thought
—ocan it ba poseible. Thaddese Thorpe—’

*That I hired him—it is rroe. Don't
Inok ro indignant, my deac major. I knew
Eulalie—knew that no remos-trénce on my
part wonld turn her from “this axpedition
that [ deem guixotie, and [ rerolred to re-
rort to etratepy, even if I puve her a ead
shock. T'm eorry now I did ic, since ic
tarned out =0 unlucky. Promire me to
keep the rocret, my dear major.”

Thisa Max doss, of course. Secretly he
in pleared to know the Nabob ie at least bok
guilty of thin miserable of bueinees,
and he can aran face the inevitable with
womathing mors of catisfaction, since
Mayne's botter gqualities are coming to the
front.

iTo be Continued.}

WONDERFUL
Blood - Purifying Effect

—or—
Ayer's Sarsaparllla.

My. Charles = = well .1
Bailway meluye at Eaiapol,
New Zemlaad, writes:

“ About ten years apgoe, while enpaged i
shinnting. my (L caueht between the rails,
amt my ley was fractured below the hoee.
1t healad o 11me, hut 1 have been troubled
ever since with swollea veins. amd have been
obligel, at Tunes. to wear a bandage. About

2 Year ago it became mouch werse, and I
fearcd T sh: e ohlized n give up my
work., A [rie mtvised me 10 Iry Ayer's
Rariaparils ilid «p. and afier taking four
Turiles The swelling Jisappeared. and 1 bave
nol beeu troubled with R sioce.”

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

Has cured others, will cure you.

TEA DUTY

REDUCED.

THE EMPIRE TEA COY. beg w0
annconce hhe following alterations im the

prices of their

SUPERIOR BLENDED TEAS

DRAGON, improved quality . 3
HoCDAH, reduced price .. .. 30
KAXGEA VALLEY ... - 28
ELEPHANT - - .- 26
CrESCENT -- - . 24
BUFFALO - ... 2f2
EMPIRE, in fead .. - -

MIEADO, in lead _.. ... /10

CrvYLON, in lead tred and goid 1abel) 1/10

EMPIRE TEA

COMPANY,

W. & C. TURNBULL & CO,,

TROTRIETURS,

WELLINGTON.

READ THIS!

A FRESH “HALL"™ MAREK.

'\ R HALL CAIXE, muthor of * The
] Dectnater.* - The Bomdsman.” ~The
Manxm-n ot whz- speaking ea “Cru-
zizm * recently, saiil:

“ WHAEX A THIX® that is ADYERT SED CEEATLY
I8 GOOD T 6E3. AXD GOKS PERMANESTLY:
when IT I3 BAD it ONLY GORS FOR & WHILE: the
FCHBLIC FINDe IT OUT."—Sea - ldier, " Seplem-
ber, 1394

SURATURA TEA

Has besn sdrertised for the the past TWO
TEsRa. Ik GOEs, aad is goimg permanesily-
‘That

THE PUBLIC APPRECIATE IT
I» evidencred by the [act that the

Sales of Suraiura Tea are In-
creasing Every Month.

The foilawing is I'nﬂhvr lestioony of

ITS EXQUISITE QUALITY,
IT8 WOXDREKFUL ECOMNOMY,
ITS DELICATE FLAVOUR:

“Tea Kioak.
= Pamama-sireek, Wailingion,

Having wsed SURATUCRA D TEA for the
u-u nine menths, we hpve plessurs in statlog
who have v isited oo Kimk
1heir —ti-lulm- of the tea
T 1y cost s 2s bd par

nre the d-.zy w-s lowered ws now
TAy za ¥4 ; snd we have 80 henilniion in saying

more
.p. nfum.l by car orn It i+ wanderfally
and awl

¥

n.m.nn
= Mipaxs HUxxEs k PICKERTN0™

J. T.

STOCK AND BHARE BRUKEE,
INSURANCE ECILDINGS,
of A

A BMITAGE,

ACCKLAED,

THE WORLD RUNS AWAY FROM 3.

THE other day we bad a talk with & man
who knew ma lictle of the worid around bim
as a bady. Yes he was a man of natumnily
fine inteiligence.  Ho had juss been reliaved
irom prisod. Ten yoars ago he was incar-
cerated mnder a life sentence.  Reeently,
however, circamstances had arisen which
proved has 1 and be obrained hbia
freedome.  Bar nothing seemed aa before.
He bad been stationary while the world
moved on. Many of his old friends were
dead, and all were changed. A big sbice of
his earcer was load, and worse than loar.
Conld he erer make it ap? Ko, pever,
Bwides, alihough he had commitied no
offenee, the mera fary that he had been
convicted of one woald alwsys piacs bim at
& disadvantage

Differeas e+ ivis in al outwand eonditions
long ilipess produces reanlts which ™
sembled shose of enforced aolitude.  When
ooafined to cur homes by dicease we urs
virtaaliy ood of sthe world. Frienda may,
and do, pity wa; but they do not lis down
by our =ide and suffer with ws. Ab ! no.
They go their own ways nad leave ues alone.
1a the midst of company we are atill alona
Erjoyment, food, sleep, fresh air, move-
ment, work, etc. —ithose are for fAem, nod
for w2 Alss! for the poor prisoner whoss
jailor is vome relentiess disense. Who
ahall open she iron doors and set Avm free*

‘1 never had any resd or pleasure.” Ho
writes a man whoens letter we hare just
fivished reading. *In the esrly pers of
1588,” he mays, * = strange leeling eame over
me. 1 felé boary, drowsy, langnid, and
tired. Bomething ap to be wrong
with me, and 1 ecnldn't aceonnt forit. I
bad a fonl tante in the mouth, my appetite
failed, and what 1 did eat lay on me like &
stone. Soon I beecame afrais! to eas, ma the
ack waz always followed by pain and
distresa. Sometimes I had a rensation of
eboking in the throat as if I ecuid not
swallow. I was swollen, too, arcand the
body, aad got about with difficalty owing
0 inerensing weakneas

< At the pit of my atomach was » hongry,
crwving sensation, zs though 1 needed rap-
pors from food ; yet the ustle I ook did
not sbate this feeling. My sleep was
broken, srd | awoke in the morning noye-
freahed. For fowr years I eontinued ‘in
this wretehed siate befors I found 1elief,”

This letter in rigned by Mr Charles H.
Bwith, of 19, New Uity Road, Glasgow
and dated February 15th, 1893,

Before we hear how he wan st last de-
iivered from the alavery of illness, lev as
Tlisten to the worda of a Iady on the same
theme : M Mary Ann Rasling, of Station
Rosd, Misterton, near Gaingsborougb. 1o
a brief note dated January 3rd, 1893, M
Rueling says ehe sofered in & siilnr way
or over fijterm yecars.  Her hands and feet
were cold and clammy, and she was pale
and bloodless. She had pain in the lefc
side and palpitation, and her breathiog
was short and hotried No medicices
arvailed to help her nntil two years ago.
* At thas time,” she saye, *oar minister,
the late Rer. Mr Wataon, told me of
Mother Seigel's Carative Syrup, and nrged
wme to make a trial of ix, I did so, and
presently felt great relief. It wa= not long
before the bad symptoms all leit me, and [
ﬂulﬂ, got strong. I keep in good

th, and hare pleasnre in making known
to cthern the remedy which did so much for
we.”

Mr Smith was eompletely ¢nred by the
same remady, and says had ke koown of ib
nooer he wonld bave been saved years of

misery.

Tie real ailment in both these cases was
indigestion and dfspepsil, with ite natoral
consrquences. hroughone the cirilised
world its course is marked by a hondred
forms of pain and soffering. Men and
WOmen A win Lo pieces by il as vessels
are by the rocks on which they are driven
by tempeste. S0 comprehensive and all-
embracing i is that we may almost say
that there ia no other diseasne. 5 rignifien
life trapsformed into death, hread tnroed
into poisor. Watch for its eariiert vigne—
eapecially the feelmg of wearines, lanynor,
and fatigne, which anncunse i sapproatch.
Provention js better than care.

Bat. by the nw of Blothar Seigel’s Cars-
tive Syrup, cure in Always pol.-hle- and
poGr 1 in she of
illocos are daily delivered us lhu snd of
;ho good German onms lmgu nptn kbe

oor. . .

.

Nobody can help noticing the short-
:rmmgl of the man who is always bebind
time.
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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

———.

ESPITE ali the hats I have
given you, I have yet other
varietiea to chrowicle. The
one sketched is a lovely com-
bination of white rice straw,
white dove, pink roses, white
ribbon band, and small pink
flowers shaded to white, white
weil spotted with black. The
taje of fashion, it would seem,
haa only three heroes—chine
silk, alpsca, and grass lawn.

After all, it is a goodly number, and it is terribly difh-

cult for any woman to make op her mind which she

really desires. The only safe way of making a choice is
to select a gown of each, rather an ¢xpensive programme
in these extravagant days.

WHITE RICE STRAW HAT.

Never were there so wany and so great a variety of
blonses as one sees just how In the streets, the park, at
the races, theatres, and garden parties, withont mention-
ing other social fanctions that crop up by the hondreds.
For a public thoroughfare, noless the wearer be blessed
with a carriage, sincere approval can hardly be given to
over-swart corsages, sach as, for instance, white satin or
tulle ones, that are realiy more fitted forexclusive indoor
ot ¢evening wear. In the house, Madernoiselle's sartorial
fancy may, however, szfely run riot as regards her blonses,
and the more fantastical and complicated they are the
more certain are they of being successful. Let her revel
in the delights of seqning, spangles, rich shot silks.
lusciously toned velvets and soft creamy lawns and laces,
Here is a perfect bloose designed on norvel lines, and in

THE CORSELET BLOUSE.

such a style as to soggest & corselet worn separately,
although in reaiity this new confection is planned alt in
one, thus simplifying the tedions process of dressing—a
daily worry when my lady has oo maid ag ber beck and
call, The pleated chemisette and artistically set siceves
—enormous to the elbow—are in a soft Freach surah
woven with orapge and ¢reamy pink silks that, thas in-
termixed, shoat forth the most wonderful glace effects.
Dark cornBower blue yelveteen, embroidered with copper
sequios, forms the closely-Atting corselet, the round
collar and the front piece that, looking rather like a
man’s tie in shape, joins the two and adds an air of com-
piction. One more word in praise of the make of this
corselet blouse. i fastens deftly and invisibly down the
front, thos saving the wearer from the inconvenience of
a bodice that closes at the back or at the side.
..‘ ..I -..
Im Fig, 3, an up to-date bathing dress of the latest
g:u:rn is illustrated, which, besides looking well, will
foand comfortable, and most easy to put on and off,
the latter being a highly important feature as all bathers
well know. Navy scrge is the material which continnes

to bold its own against all new comers for this parpose,
and composes the costnme im gquestion, The kpickers
and jacket are separate. The jacket is made with cape

NMODEL FOR A BATHIXG DRESS.

sleeves just over the shoulders, s broad square collar,
and the front fastened by “fly * buttons and holes; the
badice and skirt portion beipg gathered ixfo a waisthand,
as making less complication than fastening a separate
band gver after putting jacket on, an arrangement which
also compels the whole to keep in order. The whole is
trimmed with broad white braid, and the hair is pro-
tected by a tasteful oil-skin cap.
I-l -'I ...

Strangely emongh one does not see half the number of
cottons worn as some few years ago. And yet the
materials destined for the crisp and starched washing
dress, over which lady novelists stupidly rave (forgetting
the poor hervine has to pay a heavy laundress's bifl: are
becoming more and thore templing every season. Themne
are faintly tinted batiste crepons, powdered with dots or
hazy sprigs of flowers, honeycombed coctons, and last,
but not least, a novel rmaterial of washable guality, in
the making of which silk and flax are interwoven.
This new fabric bids fair to become mather popular as
the season advances. It makes up iuto the daintiest of
garden-party totlettes. Sowme of the very best people,
who zhjure the craze for bloe and indalge in solt nonde-
cided shades, still favour mauve in all its vaned tones :
white-pink i3 voted first rate form. A little gown that
attracted immense admiration at a * Drawing Room ® tea
was made of heliotrope poplin-cloth. a material that
lends itzelf to sopremely delightful folds and draperies.
The skirt, which stood out behind in a trio of immense
pleats, securely stifened, was rather out of the ordinary
tun of severely simple japes. In front were three hand-
some jet-bead pendants, headed by black tulle rosettes.
The full baby-bodice bagged over a plain belt of black
satin. The same sheeny materiai formed at the back—a

A CHARMING MATVE GOWN,

quaint little rounded cape that developed into a mioder-
ate-sized Medici collar, and a fingering of ribbon en-
closed the sweetest thing in cream mull maoslin plas-
trons, With sowe more tolle and jet about the shoul-
ders, this frock distinguished itsclf as being somcthing
that nobody bot a thorough gentlewoman wouold think
of wearing. Perbaps it may be interesting to know 1hat
the girl who donned this particolar toilette completed
the charming effect of her gown by carrying a black
satin parasol lined with billowy flounces 6f cream lace.
Sunshardes designed on these lines mre de mode, for we
are beginbing to understand that the face reqoires some-

thing rather soft in the way of & shelter from the tars o
the sun.
- - -
e s ..

At a good meny of the fashionable fuections women
have been wearing the new shot silk capes alreadr so
popular across the channel. Hardly reaching below the
elbows, these essentially smart mantles are composed of
a series of folt marrow frills daiotily pinked out. A
mather dowdy black gown is quite redeemed by one of
these charming confections.

- 9 -.. . s "

My last sketch is & pretty evening frock. It has a low
round bodice, aud wide skirt in shrimp pink satin, en-
hancerd with & torsade of sstin ribbon, spacesd] with

YOUNG LADY'S EVENING DRESS.

Tosette bows. Large windmill bow and collarette to
matchk. A band of spangled net frames the square
opening of the bodice, meanwhile forming a heading to
the vpanlettes in ivory Venetian lace.

HELoiss

Te Aro Housa
Wei Lmgro?

THE EMPORIUM OF FASHION

All the newest and most atiractive oovelties for the
season, imported direct from

LONDON AND PARIS
are now being shown in infinite variety. The display of
SUMMER MILLINERY

completely eclipses anvthing of the kind cver seen in
Xew Zealaml beiore.  Many of the Hats and Bunnets are
unigue specimens of Parisian taste, and for beauty and
novelty of design are quite nneyuoaiied. :

CAPES AND BLOUSES

the two most Fashionable Garments in the Mantle
Department, are shown io noorivalied varietr.  The
newest strles in BLOUSES are marked at remarkab!iv
Low Rates, a fact which should folly sustain their grest
popuiarity for snmmer wear, -

NEW DRESS FABRIGCS

have heen opened ont in mans new shades and exceed-
ingly attractive materals. The Dressmaking Depart-
ment is still vader the direction of

MADAME DE VERNEY,

which is a sufficient guarantee that the work turned ool
will be thoroughily stylish and high class.

PATTERNS

of any materinl, and full information in repls to
customers’ enquiries will be sent Post FREE ta anv
address, ’

JAMES  SMITH,

TE ARO HOUSE, WELLINGTON.
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QUERIES.

Any querizs, dowmestic or olherwise, will be inseried fres of
clarge. Correspondenis repiying lo r'('a;u are regquested lo
geve the dale of Lhe question :ﬂﬁ: wmd enough io anawer,
and address tAeir reply to * The 'y Editor, NEW ZEALAND
GEAPHIC, Auckiand,” aad on the top left-Aond corner of the

envelope, ' Answer' or “ Query,” az the cass may bde. The
RULKS for corr enis ure few and simple, readers
of the Nxw ZEALAND GRAPHIC are requesied (o comply

with thern.

Querica and Answers o Querics are always inserted op
soon ar possible afler they are received, though owing to

pressure on tAiz column, i may be a week or two before they

appear. —ED.
RuLes

No. 1.—All communicafions must be wriilen on one ride
of the paper only.

No. LA letters (not left by Aand ) must be prepaid, or
[ will receive no attention.

No. 3 — The editor cansol undrrinke to reply except
through the columns of this paper.

RECIPES.

¥or CoLp MeAT.—To cach large Spanish onion—cut
in slices, and placed in cold vinegar—add two large tea-
spoonfuls of brown sugar, nearly half a teaspoonful of
cayenne, itir well in a jug, add silapice, pepper and
ginger to taste, and cover. Ready in a fortoight.

BEFF OLIVES WiTH ToMATOES. -Ingredients :—Some
thin sliced steak, two ounces of breaderumbs, two table-
spoonfuls of tomato pulp, pepper and salt, an egg, some
brown gravy. Make a stuffing of the breaderumbs and
tomnato pulp, Season and coucrete this with the egg.
Distribote the stofing over the slices of steak, roll up
and tie around with twine. Put ioto a sancepau, cover
well with brown gravy, and ¢ook gently for one anda
half or two honra. Bake some tomatoes whole ; arrange
the olives on the centre of a dish, put the tomatoes
argund them, pour over the gravy and serve.

AN AFPPETISING SAUCH.—Here is a most appetising
sauce to serve with chops, mutton, lamb, veal, or pork
chops or cutlets :—Caot four onions up very small and fry
thewu it a saucepan with two oonces of lard or butter, or
for the matter of that, fry them in the gravy after the
chops are done and taken out; add, stirring all the
time, half a teaspoonful of flour and a little salt ; when
the onions are tender, stir in half a pint of stock, or
soup, of water in which some bovril has been mixed ;
let the whole boil up together; take off the saucepan
from the fire and add a good spoonful of made mustard,
stirring it well up together, then pour over the chops
and serve. [ feel sure you will enjoy chops with this
sauce, and with new potatoes as a vegetable.

Two GooD REciPES.—The weather we have been
struggling through for so many trying weeks—which has
brought little good or profit to any but doctors and
plumbers, is not likely, it seems, to improve much this
month, whose traditional lamb-like exit will be keenly
wished for. At present the family withou? a wholesale
supply of coughs and colds is yet to be discovered ; and
as an additional good remedy is mever {o he despised,
two really good, though very simple ones, will not be in-
appropriate this week. 7The first is that of a very
eminent physician for cold in the hesd, which, if taken
at once, is invariably successfal —and congists of the joice
of ane lemon, five or six lmmnps of sugar, and one tea-
spoonful of sal volatile—(or brandy may be substituted),
in a tumbler filled up with boiling water, and drunk as
hot aspossible. The second, for rubbing cbest or throat,
is an embrocation of equal parts of turpentine, white
vinegar, and sweet oil, with the white of one egg to save
huarting the skin.

A SMART KETTLE-HOLDER.

KETTLE-HOLDERS are, I think, the first things we essay
to manufacture it our early days, and fearfolly and
wonderfully they are made for the most part! But there
is 1o reason why they should be so ngly. Some friends
of mine have giver me an exceilent patiern, which is
reproduced in my sketch. [t is simply made from the
outline of a good-sized vine-leaf. The material is thick
Mollton flannel, grey in the inside, and clive green on

ety
| Fetad
hertie' @

L AT

the outside, Several layers of the grey are cut to make
it Lhick enough ; then, together with the green outsides.
they sre basted together, and the edggu are button-holed
in Jarge stitches, aud the veins run with silk. A loop of
silk cord takes the place of the stem, and is very wseful
to heng it vp hy. A more idealised form il_ ope made of
velveteen for & tespot, the handles of which are some-
times disagreesbly bot.

WORK COLUMN.

SILK CROCHET.

A1y, the old patierns of crochtted Iace are coming to the
fore, and very pretty they are when worked in gold
cream ailk, quite handsome enongh to pnt on any kind
of gown. he following are two receipts for making
what nsed to be called the ‘old pine-apple’ pattern
which is perbiaps more effective than any other design.
No 1. he foundation or straight-edge is made first of
15 chain, turno, make a treble shell, 5 chain, another
shell, 1 treble, torn, 3 chain, shell in shell, 5 chaip, shell
in shell, tarm, 3 chain, shell in shell, 5 chain, shell in
shell, 1 treble. Continune thia foundation to the
length of lace you want to make, mllowing 19 shefls
for each complete scollop. The term *shell* forms an
abbreviation, modif * writ
large' it meauns 3 treble,
2 chain, 3 treble, all in
the same stitch of the
foundation chain. The
thread mneed mnot be
broken, but some very
good workers prefer to
break it, and start fresh

for the pines. Make 3
chain, treble shell, 4
chain, shell, 4 chain,

shell, turn, 3 chain, shell,
4 chain, g doable treble,
4 cbkain, shell, turno, 3
chain, shell, 1 single
crochet, 3 chain, repeat
6 times, 4 chain, shell.
Decrease the pumber af
holes in working across
each time till the figure is
completed. DMake an-
other figure like the first
on the right hand of the
first. Each time you go
across on the second figure. make a row on the conaect-
ing fan. The fan is first a she!l: thisis filled with 7
double crochet, this in turnm with 1 treble, 3 chain, in
each satitch of the preceding row, turn, ! eech
hole with six single crochet. When the end of
the scollop is reached, make one row of double guipnre
stitch, which brings the worker down again to the foon-
dation or straight-edge, ready to begin on another scol-
lop. No. 2 desigh. In this lace the pines are made
first, and the scollop and straight-edge puton to com-
plete the pattern. The pines or figures are made like
those in No. 1, making the second figure from the right
of the first, and the third from the right of the preced-

PRETTYV

DESIGN
CROCHET.

FOR

ing one. The scollop edge has two rows of double
guipure stitches. Thke straight-edge is made of 3 chain,
I treble. Make an exira row over the first of the pre-

ceding rows to make the edge straight. Fill the holes

of this extra row with 5 single crochet.

HER CAKE

YoUrNG housekeepers will perhaps appreciate the feel-
ings of DIrs Dorothy.

‘To come in!’ said Philip to his friend, as they ap-
proached the house. ‘I left Dorothy making an angel
cake, and the dear girl will be proad to show it."

The friend could not refuse such an appeal, and the
two men entered the kitchen. Mrs Dorothy stood at a
table, and the men stepped op behind her.

‘ Is that what you call an angel cake ?* asked the huos-
band, surprised at the appsarance of the loaf.

Mrs Dorothy was slmost ready 1o weep, bt she smiled
instead.

*1 think it's a fallen angel cake," she said,

UNNECESSARY.
Mrs HExpERsON has a8 family of pine children, and
the skeleton in her house is in the shape of a stocking-
basket which i3 never empty.

‘With this spectre before her eyes she said playfully, in
response to a question froin her maid-of-all-work as to
what she supposed wonld be the duties required in the
next world

' Well, for one thing, I am guite sure we shan't haveto
darn stockings after ten o’clock st night, Bridget.’

‘Shure an’ that’s thrue for you, ma’am,’ replied the
sympathetic Bridget, * for all the pictures of angels that
iver [ saw was barefutted.”

REASONABLE ADYANMCE,

TMSACRERMENTS between authors and publishers are
not confned to any one couniry. OUmnc of the latest
cases is reported from Germany.

Aunthor: * But why de you charge me more for print-
ing this time than usnal ?

Fublisher: ‘Why, sir, you see the compositors were
constantly falling asleep over your novel.®

1 deciare now,’ said an enthusiastic worshipper, as he
came out of church, * that was a finished sermon.’ * Yes,'
responded Lis more cold-blooded companion, ‘but I
thought for a while that it never wonld be.’

He: *“ Do youn think, Bliss Hattie, with the poets that
au honest man is the ucblest work of God?’ She
{thoughtlessly) : * 1 don't know., 1 never saw one."

A lady wishes to know the best way of marking table
linen. Blackbercy pie i1 our choice, although a baby
with a gravy dish is highly esteemed by many.

TU DAKKEN GREY HAIR

Loskyer's Salphar Hair Restorer, quickoas, safam, bash)
restorss he oatural eclour. Loekyar's, tha ras English
Halr Rastorer. Large bottles, 1a 5, sverywhers, - {ADTY.)

Sceptic: *‘ Did you ever know two doctors to agree ?*
Medical stodent (afier reflection): *Yees; onee.’
Sceptic: ' What was it ?" Medical stndent: * At = post
mortem "

There ia but little in life to live for. The world iz a
hollow mockery, foll of tronbles, trials, and bad piano-
players,

A bachelor having advertised for & wife to share his
lot, waa asked what the size of hia Jot was.

Mrs A. : *Do you play the organ, Mr Smith ?* Smith:
* Yes, if the handle is not broken.’

ENOW “FRUIT SALT.'—Io pimplss and blotchas on tha face,
aallowness of the skin. and depresmion of spirite, it iz nwost nsefol
for not the lesst of itsa recommendatioos is ile ressmblance to
fruit ln the natursl way fs ¥hich it relisves the syswem of effote
or poisonous matter, which. if retained. poirons the blood ; and its
wdvantages over fruit are (hat it can_be slways at hand whan ro-
quired. Ita parstion has been truly siyled one of the Irlllmghu
of modern chomistry. In hot or foreign climatea 1t ia invaloahle.
[t allayw nervous excitement, and restores the pervouna sysiem to
its proper lon by 3 In the narsery it 15 be

Sold by all Chamists and Siorea 2

ABHBURN HALL, NEAR DUMNEDIN.

For the care and traatment of persons mentally affecied. The
baildings n;l:rtcinlly conetructed in extensive grounds com-
mandiog n view. Thers are genaral and wate Rilting-
‘hie Kntablish-

roomsa, witk geparats Bedrooms for each inmate.

menk providea spacialised accommodation for thoss for whom the
adraniages of home comforts and association with smail numbers
are degired. A carriage kopt for the nse of inmates, A visdung
Phyriclan and & Chaplain.

MPORT YOUR BULES DIRECT,

We, PETER VAN VELSEN AND SONS, Bolbgrowera,
Haarlem, Holland, beg to Intimate that Nlustrated Catalogues can
be had on application, post free, from our agents,

MESSRS A. MILLAR AND CO,

Aunckland.

KEATING'S POWDER.
EATING'S POWDER.
EATING'S POWDER.
KEATINGS BOWERER
KEATING'S POWBER:

‘Thiz powder. 50 colebrated, s atterly norivallod In

destroying BUGS, , and

FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES,
| Imsects (whilst perfectly harmless to mHl anima
e}, Al woollens and fure ghoold be wall aprinkled
with the Powder before placi i
2, s o s Koy 0 ok e
] ¥ ' Keatd .
other Powder eﬂ’ectlllt ngs Powder ‘

BUGS
FLEAS,

MOTH 3
BEETLES,
MOSQUINOES:

Unrivalled 1o dmtﬁln FLEAS, BUGS, COCK-
RUACHES, BEETL! JO‘THS in FURS. and every
other s-{uciu of jnpect. Sportamen will And this in-
¥yaluable for deetroging fless in tha doge, as also
Iadiea fur their pet doge.

The PUBLIC ars CATUTIONED that avery pack.
oM AL ERA T Sithows saoe s aetichs

NG : without 1l

offered is a fraud. Sold in Tins only. e may wrtde

KILLS

KEATING'S WORM TABLETS:
KEATING'S WORM TABLETS
KEATINGS Wonh TARLETS:
KEATING'S WORM TABLETS'

A PURELY VEGETABLE SWRETMEAT, both in ap 3
anoce and tasts, furnishing & moat. agreeabls mothod of adm it Ler-
oertain medy_}ur I?;TE‘STL\'AL or THREAIy

actly e and mild preparsticn, and is
sdapted for Children, Bsld ir Tins, by all Druul:u

Prapristor, THOMAS KEATING, London.

We make a Speeially - - -

Of Finely Engraved
CARDS, CRESTS, . . .
MONOGRAMS and
WEDDING INVITATIONS

N, BRETT, Braphkic Offics, Shortiand Street, Avckiand,
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CHILDOREN'S CORRESPONDENGE GOLUMN.

Any boy ov girl wha likey 2o become a courin con do s,
and writs letiers to *Cousin KATR, eare of the Lady
Editor, GRAPHIC Office, Auclland.’

Wrile on one ride of the paper only.

Al purely corveapondence ietters with envelope ends turned
in are carried through the Post office aa follows :—Nok
exceeding 4os, yd; wof exceeding doz, 1d; for every addi-
lu‘ana.!% or fractional part lim 4. Tt ir well for
correspondence to be marked * Commercial papers only *

COoT FUND.

Per Cousin Amy (Dunedin) : F. E. Acott, 23 ; a friend,
23 6d ; ditto, 2s ; ditto,2s; J.A.P., 23 6d; A. Hay, 2564 ;
M.ZO., 23 6d; FAH,5s; AAQ,15; G.N.O, 35=
L1 58,

Per Cousin Gwen : E. R, Thomson, 1s; 3. C. Thom-
son, 15; James Thomson, 1s; W. Thomson, 1s8; J.
Thomson, 64 ; Jack Thomson, 1s; Gwen Thomson, 48 6d
=T,

Crrried forward, £3 os 3d.

Consin Lily :—1 hear there is13s from you and a letter,
but having money in it the letter was left safely in town
on New Year's Eve, and not hrought out to me in camg,
s0 I must reserve my thanks and answer till next week,
as [ cannot now receive it in time.—CousiN KATE.

Total, £4 158 3.

I HAVE sotne veéry pretty Christmas cards to acknow-

ledge, which I do with very many thanks and best
wishes to you all. It is so good of you, dear cousins,
to remember me like that. The pretty cards are from
Cousin Elsie, Cousin Phaebe, Cousin Lilla, Cousin Ilma.
I wiil apswer " B.O.H.,"s” letter from Eitham when 1 get
to town again.—CODOSIN KATE,

DeAR CousiN KATE.—I have an old scrap-book for
the first child that occupies the cot. We are having
holidays now. We broke up on the i8th, I hope it will
be a fine day for Christmas. If it keeps like to-day it
will be lovely. I am sending the answer to Cousin Ida’s
31d puzzle. We went for a lovely picnic on the breaking-
up day to Kohimarama, I thiok I can fill the collect-
ing card for the cot. Wishing you and all the cousins a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year — COUSIN
GWEN.

P.5.—This is the last letter I will write to vou until I
come up from Waiheke after the Christmas holidays.

(Thank you for the cot card, which I have safely re-
ceived, and which I will put in the paper next week.
Ten shillings is very good indeed. [hope you will enjoy
your holiday. We had heavy rain last night —a thunder-
storin—and one of our tents leaked badly. The tide is
coming up very close, It lockz as if we should be
washed out of camp. Happy New Year.—CouUsin
KATE.]

Dear Cousiw KATE —I received my ' cot’ card, and
I have collected £ $s, which I hope you will be pleased
with, I have had a sore knee. I fell down and hurt it.
We broke np last Wednesday. I did not get a prize, as
I only went to this school at the beginning of this term.
We go to Brighton to-morrow for two months. Flease
excuse my letter being so short. I am just going 1o a
party. With love from CousIx AMY.

P.S.—I am sending money by this mail.

[Thank you very much indeed for your excellent col-
lection for the Cot Fund, You are the first Southern
one to come in, and you must have worked very hard.
I will put in your card names next week. [ am so sorry
about your knee, and hope yomr visit will put you all
right very soon. Agsin thanking you I send best wishes,
—Cousin KaTe.]

DEsAR Cousin Eare.—I wish you A Very Happy
Christmas and New Year, in which all the other cousins
are included. Thank you very much for that collecting
card you sent me. I have already received some money
for it, Fitzgerald's Circna came here the other day, and
Iwent toace it. Did you go to see the Flower Show held
in Auckland * I saw some very good pictures of it in
the GRAPHIC. A very good Flower Show was held here
last month, but if the Auckland one was as good as its

ictarea represent, I am afraid it beats Hawera's
Eown to e ground. I =sm going to make a
suggestion to yom, Cousin Kste: Don't you think
it would be nice for moy of the cousina to write a
long story for the Children's Page, and to IE‘!_.d it to
you, either in chapters ot the whole story, for printing a
littls bit at a time, Of course there would be no need to

have rules, or any particular thing to write abont. would
there ? On Wedpesday, the 18th, there was a concert
held at the St. Joseph's Convent School by the pupils,
of which I am one. here was a fairty Jarge aitendance,
and the programme was very long, and we had a play at
the end of it. Lately in Hawera we have been having
stch nasty fogs, They would start at about 11 o’clock
snd continue far into the night. I am sorry to say that
I have nothing mere to write to you about, so I will say
good-bye for the present.—From CousiN ILMA.

{Thank yon for your pretty card and good wishes. T
saw Fitzgerald's Circus, and thought it good. The
Flower Show, or rather Floral Fite, was lovely,
though it was sa wet I did mot go. It was soch a pitv
the rain spoiled it. I munst see about your suggestion of
a story. I wonder if it could be written in parts ?—
CoUsIN KATK.}

Drar CouvsiN KATE —This year we are camping on
the beach. Asitis full moon we expect to be washed
out. To-day, as it is New Vear's Day, I went fora walk
along the beach. I saw what I thonght to be two dead
sticks, hut on getting near them I foond them to be
vegetable eaterpillars, On going to my tent just now L
heard a hoise made by a wasp in the tent. I founda
wasp's nest with two or three dozen spiders. The wasp
uses the spiders to feed the little ones. Yesterday I
found = piece of greenstone about two inches long.
Have you any idea what it would be worth? What
magazines do vou get, Cousin Kate? 1 get the Boys’ Own
Paper, the Prize, and Sunshine. —COU51IX JACK.

P.8.—Would you please send me a collecting card ?

{Yon were very lucky to find those vegetable cater-
pillars. If your greenstone ornament is in good preser-
vation you might get two shillings for it. I will send
you a collecting card with pleasure, and wish you luck
with it., Remember, Rome was not built in a day, and
colleetiog needs patience and perseverance, and a strong
emount of courage and heope. [ trust you were mnot
washed out, but will soon be dry emough to write to me
again.—Cousin KATE.]

TWO DAYS' "CYCLE RIDE THROUCH CHESHIRE.

[conTINUED. |

AT last we found an old inp modernised which had
written upon a board ' Accommodation for cyclists,” so
we went ir and ordered something to eat. We did not
stay very long, as it was getting rather late, and we had
a good many miles between us and home, so at twenty
mitates past six we left the old city, which has for
buundreds of years plaved so prominent a part in Eng-
land's bistory. The very soil around its watls has been
enriched by the blood of its enemies. A straight road to
Rirkenhead lay before us, for we returned a mnch
nearer way than we came, Some tiles on, oo
our right atands the ancient Castle of Newall,
which formerly belonged to the Andeleys, and
now belongs to Viscount Combermere. A wile or so
further on is the village of Sanghall, This village was
the residence of MMrs Mary Davies. This strange and
wotiderful woman had a pair of horns growing upon her
head., There was 2lso another curions old woman who
lived in a place called Hedgerow, near Rainow, not
*Rainbhow.’ Her name was Margaret Broadhurst, she
lived to the great age of 140. Our next and last place
before we got to Birkenhead was Tranmere. From
Tranmerte Hall sprang the family ot Holme, of which
were the three celebrated Randles Holme, whose manu-
scriptr have contributed so largely to fornish ouor great
repository of literary coriosities, the British Musenm.
England has need to be prond of the sons of Cheshire.
Not only have they so nobly lought for England's canae,
when they distinguished themselves on Flodden Field
and the Field of Waterloo, but they have distingnished
thetrselves in literature, to say nothiog of medicine and
inventions. We have to thank John Lambe, Richard
Martin, Lawrence Earnshaw, and Charles I,amb for our
silk and cotton spinning machines,which were the means
of England's prosperity, and vou sons of Cheshire who
are in New Zealand—Ikncw for & faet there are some—
will bear me out that Cheshire, past and present, has
done its duty.

After we left Tranmere we made for Birkeohead, took
boat to Liverpool, and then home, where we arrived at
nine o’clock, having travelled one hundred and thirty
miles through Cheshire in two days, and much bave I
enjoyed my visit to some of the grand old towns and
homes of England,

‘The atately homes of England,
How benatitul they stand *

Amid their tall ancestral Lroce
F'er all the pleasant land |

The decr acroan Lheir greensward boand,
Through shade and sunny gleans.

And the swwn glidea past lﬁm with the sound
Of soma rejoiclog stream,

Tha fair homes of Fogland !
Long, long in hut and hall

Muy hearts of native proof b reared
Ta guard sach ballowed wall;

And smn for ever be the groves,
And bright the low'ry sod,

W hars first the child's gtad spirit loves
Its country and Its God.,

Felicia Hemans here describea so beautifully the
statcly bomes of the rich, and the free, fair homes of the

poor. If my Uncle Harry, Aunt Kate, and Cousin Edie
shonld read what I have written, I am sare it will briny
to them pleasant recollections of the time they spent in
Cheshire, and now, my dear Cousin Kate, 1 hooe | have
not tired you with my long account of the ride 1 had
throngh Cheshire.

NewELL L. NicHuLsON.

[THE END.]

PUZZILE COLUMN.

Answer to Cousin Ida’s third puzzle: * Wet.'—CousiN
Auv,

THE ‘lm:ltﬂi LEARNINC.

NOTHING is more astonishing to barbarous of primitive
people than the use of fignres. diagrams and mathemati-
cal formule by engineers and architects. Thereappears,
we will say, among the ple of some mountain region
of Northern Mexico a civil engineer. He makessurveys
and drawings and computations. Then he goes away,
leaving his drawings and calculations with others. Men
with picks and shovels go to work in his track construct-
ing a railway. Tunnels are cut through mountains from
opposite sides, and meet, inck for inch. in the centre.
Great embankments are laid, and to make them there ia
just enough earth brought. The surface of the grade
follows an even line as far as the eye cao reach—a
wonderful thing to these nntravelled natives.

All the while the men who build the railway consatt
the drawings and calculations of the civil engineer.
Everything is doge according to them.  Is it any wonder
that the simple lookers-on regard this wonder{ul paper,
which opens the moutitains aud spans the vallevs, aa a
bit of sorcery, a magician’s touchstone ?

An African Prince, visiting Paris during the great ex-
hibition, sees the Eiffel Tower, a thousand feet high,
stenderly buiit of iron in such a way that every foot of
the material conttibutes to the strength of the structure
or to the architect's scheme of decoration. Nothing is
superfiuous. When the Alrican Prince returns to his
people, he can only give them this account of the
matier :

‘These white men are wonderful magicians. Nomne of
our fetish men can do such things as we have seen.
They have there a school of necromancy where men are
taughtto make lines and figures in such a way that great
palaces of iron are boitt.

‘It is thus thar a white man of Paris bas built a tower
which seems to picrce the clouds, and which at night is
lighted with fires of many colours. And all that, es it
was told to us, by means of lines, und rules of uumbers
and fgures.

‘ But when the white mea scught to explein these
lines and desigus, we understood nothing of what they
told us. No doubt they meant that we shounld not
understand their secret. For if we koew their magic,
their power would be lost.?

Bux the ' magic” of the civilisation of the white men
is no secret. It is simply the magic of patient research
and indastriousapplication. Noris its possession limited
io those who are able to go to college.

Every student in the public schools may treasure up
scientific knowledge which will be of the utmost practi-
cal value to him when he goes out into the world, Here
is ano iflustration :—

Not lobg ago, in a public school, there was a boy who
took a decided interest in natural philosophy. He said
he was going to be a plumber, and he wauted to under-
stand the facts that lay at the bottom of his future
occupation.

His father was a poor wotking msn, and could Dot
afford to send the boy to college.  But he permitted him
to finish the course at the high school. The hoy uever
ceased to pay particular attention to natural phiiosophy.

After he left school, he went to work for a plumber,
When he had been to work about a year, there arose a
#reat deal of trouble about certain valves that belovged
to an important and costly apparatus which had been
supplied to wany ple. No one could make these
valves work after they had been in use a short time.

As there was agreat deal oi value at stake one practical
plumber after another was employed, but quite vainly,
1o remedy the defect.

Beantime, the high school lad had gone to work on
his own account to experiment with the valves. le re-
called some facts, which he had learned in his natural
philosophy at school, about a peculiar cormoding effect
of water upou certain metals; and he was alile through
this knowledge, to find the exact spot in the costly ap-
paratus where the fault lay.

‘The discovery proved so valuableto the manufacturers
ofthe apparatus that the boy was taken into their employ,
From this Deginning he rose to a leading and profitable
position. He attributes his success to the excellent
groundiog in the ' magic ’ of natural science which he re-
ceived at school.

*Well,' said Sir Frog to his neighbour, Synire Turtle,
‘lite may be slow, as you say, and times hard, but I
never have any trouble Loraise my bread,”

‘I wish I could say as much,' replied Squire Turtle,
sadly. ' DI’ray tell me how you do it >

“Why, with hops. of course, respouded Sir Frog, ss
with a spring be bounded ever hiscompanion™s heald and
secured a blue-bottle Ay on the wing.

It was all 8o sudden that Squire Turtle jerked his head
in, terriied for a moment, and when presently he
ventured to look oot again, Sir Frog was out of siglit,

*What did he mean, I wonder »' said Sguire Turtle,
wcralchiog his head against his tortoise-shell collar, * by
'' raising his bread with bops " 1 wonder if there s
joke in it. Yes, now I begin to see—ha, ha, ha**

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.

A Sulpholins Lotion, 1% drires away pimplise, blosehas,
mug ’ rednees, sl] disfignrements. Bulpholine de-

valogs & lovely skin, 18 betsles. Mads in Loadon-{ADVE.)
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A TAKTNG MAN.

HE taken the infant aa it crows
In bappy gnileless glea ;
He takea your horse, your dog, your house,
As coolly as may be.
Withont a shadow of remorse
He taken his nelghbour's wife,
And pacifies the man himeelf
By takiog him from life.

He takes the apoone—not silver ones,
But noodlea on the pier,

Who spend their time in kisses when
‘They thiok there's no one near,

He takex the sirens in the aurf,
The birds upon the wing,

In short this most rapacious man
Takes every balty thing.

He bida yoo stand and never stir,
Aud frowns on you the while,
And then expecta your face to wear
An edifying smile.

For answer to his rnde requests
He never takes a ' No,’

Yet when ha gels a pegative
Relenting leta you go.

Should anybody bend on him
A dark snd frowniog look,
Ha simply tskes the frowner's face,
And then he takes his hook.
You'll find him all aboat the globe
From Lapiand to Japan,
The Amatenr Photographer—
A very takiog man.

DENIAL.
¢ VILLAIK I' she hissed. * Deep-dyed villain '
The tattoed wnan looked hart.  * Indeed, ma'sm,’ said he,
*[ hesten to assure you that it is only skin deep.”

A FEW SERIOUS THOUCHTS.

IT in & weli-knowan fact thav oil and water will not mix. If
this were poly traa of milk and water, how happy we would
be.

A masician never knows how wuch his efforts are nat ap-
reciated until the people in the next house complain to the

sndlord.

There is Do easier way io the world for one to losa & good
pame than to havae it engraved on the handle of an umbrella

A dlipper used jodicionsly will often make a dull child
smart.

A photographer has & way of taking things that would
not be toleratéd in Aoy other line of baosinesa.

A dentist may ba a jolig good feilow, but be has n way
af looking down i the menth that is contradictory.

1 MARY, fetch my overcoat out of the hall, and bring me an
easy chair into the ﬁlrd:n. I've just spotted my mother-in
law coming op to the houss, and when she riogs you ean
tell her ['m ont. I don's mind spending my even{ng with
Mans, bot [ bar my wife's.”

A GDOD REASON.

SuHE (astoniehed): "Why, doctor! what made yoo more?
You had such a largs practice, and—'

Daoctor (disconsolately interrupting): *Yes:
all died.’

bos—they

SAME THINC, DON'T YOU KNOW.

HE (on a tour in Switzerland): *It's too bad they haven's
robbers through these monntaln paseer, to make the trip
excitiog.”

She (who has been there before): *Oh, thers ars plenty
uL]thzm. bat they all keep hotels. It's munch more profie-
able.’

BEPRAVED.

THE kettle hegan to sing.

The pot waa left alone with his thoughta
‘[ may be black '— .

He slyly winked his lid—

* Bat my life soots me.’

A COMING WONDER.

* WILL the new woman wash dishes ¥
*No. Asaocon as she has time she will invent dishes that
won't need waabing.”

GONFIDENGE MISPLACED.

* Now, doctor, tell me, without fear, what you think is the
matrer with my husband ¥
¢ Well, I'm rather pezzied—does yoor huaband drink ¥
*Drink! Why, no doctor. 1'm sore he doesn'v drink,
becanse he'a always so thirsty in the morning.-

CO0D FOR PAPA.

LITTLE WILLIE : * I was going fishing on Sonday, bub my
papa wooldn's let me.’

Minister : * That's the right kind of pape to bave, INd
he tell yoa the resson why? ..

Willia: * Yes, sir. He said thers waen't encngh balt for
two,’ .

SEEING A MILLIONAIRE.

I was standing in front of the office of & well known New
York millionaire when & man wearing very seedy clothes
stopped to mek me the exact location of the aforesald cifice.

“Yon don't expect to sea him personaily *' 1 aaked, sizing
the fellow op for a desd beat.

* Of courss, I do,’ be replied with great confidence.

¢ Then yon mast bave very important bosinzsa 1

* My business is to strike bim for 25.°

- ¢ Then you won't get to see him.’ :

*Want[! Youn just hang aronnd here for ten miontes
and I'll ba down mnd report.’

He walized into the buildiog and entered the slevator, nnd
I lounged sroond end waited. He was gone sboat ten
minutes, and the look on hie face was a mixtore of tricmph
and sarrow as he got out of the elevator.

*Well, did you see him ' 1 asked.

* Cert,” be replied. .

* How did yon manage it v

*Sent him in word that I owed him £10 on an old me-
tount, and was admitted to his nugust preseocs inside of
five micutes. Then I explained thas I had resorted to
ptn!fzy and proffered my reqoest.’

L] u.'

* He rang & bell and had two men eondoet me to the door
and give me the boot. I told you I'd ges to wee bim, and T
did, dido'e I ¥ -

1 Yea, but it did you oo good.”

*No, not in thia case, bat the idaa is original with me,
and now that I koow how it worke I'm all U. K. Excuse
me, my friend, bat I'm in & hurry. I'm going to eall on
Ruossell Saga, George Gould, Vanderbils and Aastor thia
afterncon, aod have to be moving along. Ten dollars—old
scoonnt—private ioterviaw—Ta-tat'

Sat., Jan. 11, 18¢6.

IN 1805,

New GiEL: * Mamma, 1 wish you could sew,’

New Woman : * Why, shild ¥

New Girl ;: * Because I've torn my bieyele knickerbockers,
and papa’s boay ironing.”

HyusBaND: * Why are yon aiways looking into She glass-
medam? I declarg—’

Wife ; “Bir, I look into the glass to improve my appear-
ance ; those you look into degrade yoors ¥

AND WILL DD IT ACAIN.

SHE (regretfully): * And now they tell us kissing muab go.’
He (joylully): " Then hes goes |

PERYERSE.

* I SEE your hnshand in trying to read withont glasses.
* Yen, he will parsist in making a spectacle of himsal.*

QUITE 80.

VAN CLovE: * Old Scak apparently believer in harmony in
all things.”
B' Jore: ‘Yen, even his bathing snit is sight.”

SLIM.

¥FirsT C¥cLsT : * No, thanks, I won’t bave apother; if I
take niore than one plass it always geta in wy legs.’

Becond Cyclist : * Weil, 1 shouldn't have thought they'd
have held as much as that." :

THE REASON,

BiLpAD : * What makes you bate Van Sharp so?
Heoppeck : * He was once engaged to marry my wife, and
didn’t do it

A MODERN INSTANCE. >,

roxmy: *Does your big siater ever go throogh your
pockets looking for sigarettes ¥
Jimmy : “No, she don't smoke the same kind a» me."

NATURALLY,

M=gs Dk Boxaik: ‘Tt strikes me, Algernon, that yonor
manners grow more Artifieial every day.’

Mr De Bonair : * Well, yon onght to be tbankfal for that.
There’'s baby, for instance, whosa manners arn perfectly
natoral, and, heaven knows, they're atrocions I'

WHAT HE WAS GOOD FOR.

* WHAT dat mule good foh ¥
* He ain’t good fob moeh,” was the relnctant reply.
" Kig he pull er kyaht ¥
* Not for.’
* What's he for Y
-* Well, T paess he ain't good far mnch ‘cep’ tradin’,
jes keepin” 'im fob 'er swappin' mule,’

i ]

CGUESSED IT FIRST TIME.

Gussiz: *Abh! my dear Marie, say the word that will make
me the bappisat of mortals.’
.Woealthy heiroas : * Money I
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