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_.the Botanical Society in London.’
Of the succesa it achieved, it is scarcely necessary to

FEW weeks ago the Auck-
fand Ladies* Benevolent
Society were called up to
facean unpleasant and un-
fortunate fact. The winter,
then tardily taking  its
departure, had been one
of the longest and wettest
ever knowt it the colony,
and the Society had its

hands more than usually full, so that atthe time we have

mentioned it found itself at the end of its financial
tether. The question was how to raise fands? At last
an inspiration—really it was little lvss—came to one of
the most promivent members. 'Let us,’ she urged,
‘have a Floral Féte such as they have at Nice and at
So it was decided,

speak. Nothing to compare with it has everbeen knowil
‘in Auckland,

The momentous day dawned all too perfectly. 1t was
a matchless morning, and high hopes must have been

" entertnined of a perfect day. But, alas ! before nine the

sky became overcast, and the prospects of a bright sun-
shiny aftertioon became sorrowfully remote. However,
the rain held off, and the clouds floated high, so that every-
one hoped for the best, and decorations were proceeded

_ with apace, Long before noott the road which led to
‘the show ground was busy with flower-bedecked vehicles

laden with huge bundles and baskets of flowers and
greenery, the evident desire being to put the finishing
touches to the exhibits on the ground, and thus lessen
the dapger or damage in transit.

Mishaps, of course, there were. There was, for in-
atance, a tandem which never turned up. The leader be-
came obstreperous,and the wheeler being annoyed in turn,
backed the heavily beflowered vehicle into the hedge. A
hot and dusty young man struggled and did his best to
set things right, and a lady stood afar off sud scolded.
It was useless, She might as well have been nice
and sympathised. The trap was not got out of the hedge
till the dowers were completely ruined, and it returned
sorrowfully to town.

As one o'clock drew near the ground rapidly filled,
and the sight-seers begau to amrive by hundreds and
thousands. The burgesses of Auckland and their wives,
their sisters, their cousing, and their aunts, not to men-
tion the children, seemed determined for once to take
the advice of Horace and to cry—

Hence sordid care. hence ldle sorrow.
Deatih comes apace, 1o day—to-morrow |

Then mingle mirth with melancholy,
Wisdom at times le found in folly !

and to set out and enjoy themselves for this day at least,
whatever worries and troubles there might be in the
future.

Amongst the exhibitors all was now in the old phrase
‘bustle and confusion.’ Dainty little fower-decked
maidenscarecred hereandthere with tiny bouquets elabor-
sting designs, and putting final touches to the decorations
of their carts ; the decorated dogagrowled and attempted
to fight whenever a chauce offered ; and agsrianded pig
kept up sn intermittent aquesling which drowtied the
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impassioned
pleadings of the
judges that the
go-cart exhibi-
tors wonldrange
themselves  in
procession  for
the judging.
And now, while
this important
duty was being
transacted,
some of us found
it well to take
a general view
‘around. Fears
were once en-
fertained that
the public wonld
not rise to the
occasion, that
exhibitors would not know what was reguired of them.
Surely no one on the ground on Saturday afterncon was
fnot more than satisfied, was not absclutely astonished at
the completeness with which the idea of the floral féle
had been grasped, and the splendour with which it was
carried out. There can never be again any need to go to
European papers for illustrations of the tvpe of decora-
tions required. The taste, the originelity, the construc-
tive skill displayed in Auckland was a surprise snd de-
light to all. It surprizsed and delighted none more than
those whohave seen the greatfloral fites atNice and Paris.
Potter's Paddock has indeed seen many fine sights, bat
certainly never one more novel or more beautiful than
this. The grandstand wasdensely packed. Not an inch
of stending or sitting room was left, The majority of
those there were ladies, and so bright and varied were
the colours of the dresses that the stand from a distance
presented the spectacle of a huge bauk of brilliant flowers,
an impression which added considerably to the foul en-
semble of the gay scene.

*On the green enamelled award *

were gathering every description of gaily-decked vehicles,
some falling into their places to await the word of the
stewards, and to be ready to promenade before the
jndges ; others, less conscieutious, driving about and ad-
miring each otber’'s vehicles. What a splendid sight it
was! Dog-carts, drays, buggies, tandems, tax.caris,
waggonettes, all beautified and decorated out of know-
ledge to be seen on every side. Herrick might well have
been there to sing, as he did for the hock cart,

¢ Come forth, fair dame and ace the cart

Dressed up with all tho country’s arl.’
It was, indeed, iwpossible to koow which way to 1ook.
Oue's eye was distracted by the profusion, and each car
scemed lovelier than the Jast. What an incredible ex-
penditure of time and patience tbese exquisite resulia
wust have entailed, For in a matter of this sort there is
no effect produced without m infinitude of care.

" If little tabour, little are our gains,
Man'a fortunes are according to his pains,'
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at one moment one was captured as some smart pony
trap snamelled with flowera .
“Prosent thelr shapes, while fantasy discloaes
Milllons of liliaa mixod with rosea,”
These swinging by at a smart trot, one's atiention was
turned from them to some huge brake
* Full of freeh vardure and unnumbared flowers.”
from whose garlanded and silken Lowers looked out
the laughing faces and bright eyes of the heauties of
an age gone hy—an age of powder and patches revivified
on this occasion for out delectation. Anon a troupe of
eyclists swept around us, the noiseless safeties gaily
hedizened with Aowers, and many of the riders in fancy
or comic costume, Oue had rigged up his tnachine as a
yecht with remarkably good effect, and ancther had
almost covered his machine with exquisite white tiger
lilies. This gentleman, we noticed, by the way, caught
the judge's eye later on, and received, as he well de-
served to do, the first prize,

* Colours go and colours come.’ N

Frenzied press mep rushed wildly about, vainly attempt-
ing to glean information as to entries and prizes ;
stewards with their red cross badges galloped excitedly
hither and thither, endeavouring, with little success, to
make the traps, huggies, and carriages fall into their
proper positions. And let it here be said that, though
the organising power of the committee was perhaps none
of the best, it was the irresponsibility of the exhibitors
which cansed much of the confusion.

'notograph fiends there were by the score. The
GRAPHIC specials ran alterpately hither and thither in
the altogether hopeless task of endeavouring to secure
shots at the vehicles of first prize winners. The crowd
always desired to be in the picture, and though perfectly
good-natured and kindly, they flatly refused to listen
to the continued plaint of the unfortunate photo
fiends, ‘Stand back there, please,’ ‘Do, plesse, atand
back there, ladies and geutlemen.' Nevertheless, by in-
finity of patience these gentlemen did get some very suc-
cessful pictures, as is amiply proved by the reproduction
therefrom on this and other of these pages.

But enough of generalities. It was high time to push
our way to the grandstand and attempt to see something
of what the judges were doing, This proved impossible,
but a space was secured lower down.

THE GO-CARTS

had passed, and very beautiful they were—masses of
flowers most delicately arranged with lovely childish
faces to set them off. The task of judging must have
heen very severe, Mrs Cheeseman’s boat, exquisitely
emhowered in flowers, was very original, but even more
beantiful was Miss Purchas’ cart—a delicious harmony
in yellow. Mrs L. Bloomfield's Japanese jiniksha was well
worthy of the place it gained, All in this ¢lass were in-
deed excellent. Beautiful carts were shown by Mrs
Stone, Miss Goldie, Miss Whitney (with cart drawn by
dog), Miss Clark, Miss Jessie Webster, Miss Doris Tews-
ley, Mrs T. Wood, Mrs Kernott, the Misses Haslett,
Nelson and Tibbs, Miss Merven Rattray, Master Bubba
King, Master Gortie, Master Benford, Mrs Archie Clarke,
Mr Mackay, Miss Crofts, Mrs Ehrman, Mrs Burton,
The .
PERAMEBULATORS WITH HABIES
were naturally the object of absorbing interest on the
part of the fair sex. A lovely arrangement in maiden-
hair and white, with a beautiful child enscounsed, took
first prize in Mrs Duncan Clarke's name, the second fall-
ing to Mrs Ward. Other exhibitors were Mrs Thompson
aud Mrs Elliat,
THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL CART,

Following this came one of the prettiest of the day’s
exhibits—a hand-cart exquisitely decorated and drawn
by some twenty girls clad in white fancy dresses and
picture hats. Imside this cart sat representatives of
spring, summer, autuman, and wioter. Loud and long
was the applavse which greeted this exhibit, of which a
pictute is given. Amongst the

ORIGINAL CONVEVANCESN,
=oitie of which paradel about this time, was a Maori catoe
exhibited by Mrs Coonthe Baker.drawn by children dressed
in Maori costume. Seated in the canoe was the gravest
aml most dignified of very juvenile rargitiray, This was
one of the most origioal, and certainly one of the best
worked-out ideas of its class, and well worthy of the first
prize, The May Queen and her retinue--the cart covered
with roses drawn by about thirty children—was ex-
tremely pretty, and & very good idea, and evoked lound
applause {rom the stand. Awuother very preity notion
was that of plrs Ivan Clarke—a tiny yacht oo whbeela
with children drawing it dressed to represent marguerite
dnisies, which was the chiief feature in the decorations.
A picture of this exhibit is given amongst our il-
lustrations, Tt gained the second prize in its cless,
A amall whaleboat was mounted on & decorated
trolly. and inside the boat was a crew of boys in
the Club  uniform. The manifest endeavour of

MISS E, BRETT'S PANSY COSTHER CART— Ist prize.

MES HAINES' COSTER CART-—and prize.
p

Phaton specialiy taken fer N.Z. Grashie. MISS FLO REACH'S COSTER CART—3rd prize.
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL-—4TH FORM EXHIBIT,

MRS IVAN CLARKES . ORIGINAL CONVEYANCE —2nd prize.

THE PONSONBY
Pheten spacially taksn for N 2. Sraphia,

IBTH CENTURY STAGR COACH.
18t.prize.

the Club was to send an exhibit which should keep
them well before the public, wnd for this the
West End Rowing Club must be warmly commended.
“Their efforts were crowned with success, a special prize
being awarded them, What were St, George's and
Auckland about that they did not have their *cruiser’
there ' Mrs Calder entered & bath chair; the Band of
Hope Union, a life-boat ; Master Cruickshank, a dog and
cart ; Mra Davis, an invalid chair; WMisses Mary aml
Phyllis Davis, dog and cart; Mr Benford, a palanguin ;
Miss Gorrie, a boat ; and Mra Kilgour, the May (ueen
and retinue, of which something has been said elsewhere,
1t is impossible to give even a briel description of these
exhibits, All deserved praise, and all were worthy of
prizes had there been prizes forall, Dogs and cartd were
en eviderce, and won counsiderable applause, besides
creating endless amusement,
CHILDREN'S PONIRS

were not judged till later in the afternoon, but may well
be discussed and dismissed here, The boys' class was
enormous, and had to be divided into juniors and
senjors, The first honours fell to Master §. M. Lewis,
whose saddle cloth of green and marigold was wost
artistic. Master M. Pierce came second, and Master Leo
Walsh third. In the juniors Master Dignan, with pink
and white saddle cloth, was first, Master Ransom second,
and Master Gorrie third., All these were excellent.
Amongst the girls Miss Hileen Gallagher, in blue and
white, daisies and cornflowers, carried off firstprize, Miss
Speight, of Parnel), being thedecoratorand desigoer, Bliss
Bloomfield’s wasunguestionably one of the prettiest there.
The child herself, ber pony, and the flower decorations
were all in barmony, and certainly she and her steed
divided with the first and second prize-winners the ad-
miration of the crowd. Miss E. Tylden scored second
honours in this class, and well deserved them. Other
entries in this c¢lass were:—Masters James Dickey,
A. 5. Rose, Walter 8. Mill, Templeton Reid, Sellars,
Charlie Herrold, D. Gorrie, J. Gorrie, F. Brown,
T. Hull, M. Pierce, Thos. M. Lewis, Edwin Bamford,
Jack Bucklend, Rosser, Nelson Morrin, Allen Tighe,
George Tighe, F, Martin, Mras McArthur, Misses Hilda
Morrin, Logan, Goring, Whistler, 1da Percival, H. Rae,
A. Watking, Skelton, Brookfield and G. W. Owen,

Before passing to the larger vehicles let the place of
honour it so richly merited be given to

THE MAYOR'S CARRIAGE,
As a specimen of the larger type of exhibits, and take it
for mll in all, it was a credit to the Mayor and to the
city. It was without doubt oune of the most eflective,
most decorative vehicles on the ground, and the turn-out
would have dome credit to any city in the werld.
Drawn by four splendidly caparisoned horses, the Mayor's
landaun was an admirably designed and excellently
carried-out scheme in red and white, The arrangement
of the flowers was altogether remarkably artistic, and
the result beyond criticism. No photo can do justice to
this, or in fact to any of the exhibits, since colour played
so important a part in them, but our picture gives some
ides of the beauty of the design and the completeness of
the arrangement,
TWO-HORSE VEHICLES.

There were not many entries in this class, but as-
suredly that which took first prize was one of the most
interesting on the ground. Miss Horne had arranged
ber carriage as if it were owned by some ladies of a Cairo
harem, It was greatly admired. luside the carriage
sat the ladies of the harem, and in attendance was the
Sais or runner, The ladies’ costnmes were those familiar
to visitors to Hgypt—Ublack shawls with white muslin
veils over the face. The Sais wore a bhuge white turban
amd yellow tassel, and the carriage was nicely decorated
in three shades of yellow. Mrs Cowan's conveyance was
decorated very uicely, the arrangement being o the
form ol & basket of flowers. She gained secoud prive,
and Mrs Kerr-Tavlor's waggonette was third.

Approaching the description of the

BRAKHS AND DRAGS

ope may well falter. The difficulties of the position were
felt by the judzes, Here was a set of exhibits of
altogether wnusual snd unlooked-for merit,  They
decided to diville the class into two—one for drags, the
other for wagygonettes. Miss Thorpe and

THE LADIES OF REMURRA
took first prize in the drag division, and no description
in black and white catt do justice to the high character
of the taste displayed. The dray was simply covered in
white, the horses being relicved with 1ouches of red.
From within the silken mnd heflowsred bowers peered
the pretty faces of & bevy of laughing datnsels becom-
ingly befrocked in white, with just & relieving touch of
red and nalural flowers in their picture hats. UOver
their heads flutiered a banner with the proud device,
*Remuera,’ in goll letters. To have placed V'onsouby
secomd to this—besutiful as it was—was, of course, ont
of the question, aud the jodges tock the course alluded
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THE CARRIAGE OF HIS WORSHIF THE MAYOR OF AUCKELAND (MR J. J. HOLLAND).

Photes sseiatly teten for N3 raghin. MRS GHORGE R. BLOOMFIELD'S DOG CAMT—Ist prize,
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PARNELL DRAG — 2nd prize., BREMUERA DRAGC— Ist prize.

Pastoa spacialiy emhen fae N.Z. Rraphiv. GENERAL VIEW OF THE GRAND ATAND,




734 THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC. Sat., Dec. 14, 1895

PONSONBY WAGGONETTE— I8¢ prize. DR KING'S COACH — extra prize.

Photos specially taken for N I Graphic. MISS THORPE'S WAGUGONKTTH — 18t prize.
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THE MAY QUEEN AND ROSE QUEEN PROCESSION.

Photas spucially faken for N.2. Graphle. MRY COOMBE BAKER'S MAORI CANOE — Ist prize.
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to sbove and gave Ponsonhy first prize in another class.
It was hoped this would satisfy all, but it did not quite
meet the case either. The verdict of the judges was
scarcely that of the vast majority of the publie.
Miss Devore and the FPonsowby drag shovld un.
yuestionably have been voted the first place for all.
Tt was in almost every particular greatly superior
to either Remuera or Parnell, though bhoth of
those drags wete exceedingly pretty. But the Pon-
sonbyites had struck out by far the most original idea,
and earried it out with far more completeness than
shown in e¢ither of the otber two. Here was repre-
sented an o0ld time coach. There were postillions
in red; there was a bewigged and beflowered coachee,
and inside there were lady passengers in powder
and patches and the costume of the times. The whole

ppp——ygr————

affair was indeed most complete. Unlimited care had
been spent in thinking out the idea, and the result waa
satiafactory in the highest degree. The public regarded
it as the most original exhibit of the day, and whereyer
it moved it attracted a crowd. ‘The drag appears in
more than one of our photos, and some idea of its novelty
and general eflectiveness may be gained therefrom.
Bliss Devore and her friends must be most warmly con-
gratulated. Their achievement was a notable one. The
drag was driven by a gentleman with the historic name
of john Gilpin. Messrs Basil Calder and John Brig-
ham were the smart postillions, and the gay little
groom or footman was Master Charlie Stokes. The
waggon was lent by Mr J. J. Craig. Parnell, a
symphony in ¢rimson and white with crimson fags,
came in for a very considerable share of admiration and

applanse, and was a distinct credit to Misa Mowbray and
the ladies whe accompanied ker, Dr, King, in the only
real coach on the ground, made & fine show. It should
be mentioned that Mica Thorpe took a second prize in
the class created for the Ponsonby drag. It was some-
what overheavily decorated, but neverthelesa looked
handsome and effective.

COSTER CARTS.

Before the buggies came on, and their number was
legion, we took the opportunity to examine closely the
coster carts, which had already been judged, but which
we had been unable to see by reason of the crowd. One
of these mnst be pronounced a perfect picture. It was
decorated entirely with pansies, and one ached to think
of the trouble that iis preparation must have entailed.

T, T Y
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PREPARING FOR THE SHOW,
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MR R. THOMAS' DOG CART—3rd prize,

MR35 WINSTONE'S GIG-—~2nd prize,

Fhstos smecinity takuw for N.Z. Oraphis, MIS8 ETTIZ IKELAND'S GIG,
.

But it was worth it, If the labour had been twice as
great it would have been worth it, for this was
of tue smaller fry the most perfect of all exhibits,
the perfection, indeed, of what artistic decorations
should be, It aroused an immense amount of enthusiasm
a8 it went by, and one heard on all sides unqualified ap-
proval of the exquisite taste displayed. No description
of its form meed be given, ns 8 photo appears here-
with, and certainly as one looked on that superb mass
of colouring one felt that words wonld also fail to do it
justice. The sight of all these pansgies reminded one of
Herrick's pretty fancy of how pansies or heartsease, as
be calls them, came to exist. He says:

Frolic virgine nnee there wora,
Nverloving. liviog hera ;

Reing here. their ends denied,

Han for aweelheartr mad and died.
Love in vity of their tears

And their loss in blooming yeam,

For their réstlers Joveless hoars

Gave them heartaeaze turned 10 Aowers,

Miss E. Brett was the exhibitor of this, and deserved the
highest praise for her energy and taste. It was driven
by Miss Ethna Pierce, a daipty, smiling little lady robed
in white. It was accompanied by a real live coster in
true coster costume, and one who might have stepped
out of one of Chevalier’s songs for the occasion. He was
undoubtedlyone ofthe favourites ofthe day. Mrs Haines,
coster cart, with a Pierrot in attendance, was also quite
admirable, It was composed of resesand choice flowers,
and was admirably arranged with & marvellous crown
and cupola, from under which peeped the mischievous
faces of the driver and his companion, Master and Miss
Lewis, sog and daughter of Dr. Lewis, Mrs Haines'
cart was greatly enlogised, and she deserves great credit
for its unqualified success. Miss Flo Reach, with a very
pretty design of Summer and Winter in England, took
3rd prize,
_Aste
THE HUGGIES AND DOGCARTS,
it is impossible to speak of them in detail. Let us, as a
class, take the buggies first. There was not one that
was not pretty. Mrs Tilly well deserved the prize she
took. Her buggy (surely a Victoria phaeton, hy the
way) was a sifnple mass of pink geranium, and the effect
was heightened and intensified by the costumes of the
ladies who rode inside. Mrs Morrin came second, and
Mrs Makgill and DMiss Dargaville third. Miss Moriel
Dargaville must be warmly congratulated on a daring,
hut exceedingly effective turp-out in deep vermillion
and white geraniums, the whole of the interior
heing a glorions blaze of red flowers. Mrs
J. C. Colbeck's trap with nikau palms and tasteful
decorative design was one of the most successful
while Mrs Goring's turn out, though quiet and wnosten-
tatious, attracted universal admiration by reason of the
excellence of the taste displayed and the distingnished
appearance of the occupants of the trap.  Miss Percival's
huggy, too, was very pretty-——another symphony in pink,
and Mrs Morrin’s buggy found many admirers, the
splendid horse driven adding greatly to the effect.
Otherexhibitors were Mrs Crowther, Mrs Duncan Clarke,
Miss Eva Percival, Miss V. Dowell. Mrs Browning, and
Mrs Seccombe. Every buggy entered was. as has been
said, worthy of prolonged attention, and the difficnlties
in the way of judging mwst bave been extreme.
Atrtongst
THE DOG-CARTS
Mrs G. R. Bloomfield carried off first honours. Her dog-
cart was decorated in pink and green, and she hersell
was gowned in pink aud white to match those colonrs
The tout ensemble was effective to a marked degree, and
there is mo donbt she thoronyghly deserved the prize.
But it was a question il she should not have been
bracketed equal with the superb turn-out driven by Miss
Lretand. 8 veritable ereatfon in marigeld, and from the
artistic standpoint, incomparably one of the most heau-
tiful of meny beautiful things seen on that day. Wheo-
ever arranged that dog-cary, with its wheels of marigold,
its rich ribbons to match, and the exquisite costumes in
sympathy with the scheme of colour, was an artist in Lhe
highest sense of the word, It made a pictore which
for simplicity, and richn~ss ol effect could not bave heen
eclipsed in any part of the world—a picture which the
writer has certainly pever seen equalled at any flower
féte in livrope. The two were, indeed, of equal merit,
for Mrs Rloomfield excelled in arrangement, and
in the time aond labour expended. Mr R. }.
Thomas, in e dogcart decoraterd in  pink, won
a deserved third prize, Mrs Mahoney heihg hracketed
equal. But it is useless to imlividualise in this class,
All were good, and a0 many were in pink that to aay
much more is merely to repeat what has been said severnl
times already. The following were the entries in this
cluss ;—Mrs G. R. Bloomfield, Dr. Hrson, Miss Bartop
Ireland, Miss Ifeoton, Miss Worsp, Mrs Chatfield, Mrs
Wingate, Mrs K. Mahoney, Mrs . Hidwards (tax cart).
Mr R.J. Thomas, Mr C, Leys, Mrs Greenway, Mrs Mark
ham, Mrs J. C. Smith, Mrs Enoch Wood, Miss Macfar-
lane, Mrs Kernotl, apd Miss Haeel Buekliamid., Seversl
of these did not, however, come oul in this class, huat
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amongst the gigs, and the exhibitors numbered about
ten,

In the gigs again there was much donbt as to which
was the most effective and most artistic and bean-
tiful, Miss Etty Ireland drove & light little gig
completely arranged in white, and it was admitted on
all hands to he a atrikingly besutiful piece of werk.
The skilful manner in which this young lady handled
the ribands was likewise the subject of general re-
mark. The pony spun the trip along at a pro-
digious rate, and the trap and its ocenpant were accorded
a very eothusiastic reception by the crowd. Mrs Firth
and Mr F. Winstore took the prizes. Mrs Firth's
arrangement in vellow was greatly admired, The
whecls, springs, etc., were covered with

. . . thevellow flowers,

Children of the Aaring hours,

Huttercupa that. will be seen, il

Whether we will sea or na.
And the effect was charming in the extreme. LIiss Buck-
land's gig was certainly one of the prettiest. It wasa
perfect bower of roses, which had bheen arranged with
most admirable taste and infinite care. Mrs Smith's gig
was slightly averladen with colour, but as an example of
paiustaking decoration, it was exceedipgly praiseworthy,
The entries for the gig competition were : ~Miss Etty
Ireland Miss Reid and Miss K. MeMillan, Miss Sellars,
Mr F. Winstone, Mrs Bewes, and Dr. Purchas, junr,, but
as has heen said, several from the dog-cart class pre-
ferred to show i this.

Taken as a whole, the trollies were scarcely things of
beauty. The temperance people made a big effort to
improve the shining hour with one of Mr J. J. Craig’s
waggons with pictures of the evil effects of drink. The
introduction of such pictures was in abominable taste, and
this trolly was theontyuglyand valgarthingseen that day.
The introduction of the temperance question on an oc-
casion of this sort was but another example of the utter
tacttessness which does so much to keep back the cause
of temperance in this colony. The West End Rowing
Club have been mentioned elsewhere. Theirs was, of
course, far the best trolly.

Nothing much can be said on behalf of the carts and
express carts clagses, The prizes in the former were
taken by Mr Chapman first, and Mr H, W, Morrison
second. DMr Ware was the only exhibitor in express
carts, and of course took the prize. His cart was prettily
decorated.

POLO PONIES.

The polo ponies were an excellent class, but every-
one admitted that Mrs W. Bloomficld w¢ll deserved the
prize she gmined. The rug of white marguerites with
which Mr Bloomfield's clever-looking little nag was
covered was a veritahle work of art, and must have taken
a very lonyg time and an ioc¢onceivable amount of patience
in its manufacture. Mr Chas. Puarchas’ {2nd prize) and
Mrs E. D. O'Rorke's {3rd prize) ponies were also most
tastefully decorated.

BICYCLES AND TRICYCLES.

These were divided into two classes. Inthe first there
were Lwo entries—Miss Rica Goodall and Miss Jessie
Webster. Both machines were very prettily decorated,
and deserved prizes. In the second class, the adults, the
entries were very numerous, and the display made by
the representatives of cycling was altogether credit-
able to the wheeling fraternity. The comic costumes
of several of those who took part in the * bike ' proces-
sion provoked much laughter. Those who had rigged
themselves up as the New Wowan were greeted with
outbursts of mirth wherever they went. The following
were those wlo entered :—Messts John Rendall, J. E.
Skeates, P, T. Upton, James Whitelaw, 5. Upton, Her-
mat Schmidt, J. A, Peacock, G, A. Morton, Surman, H.
Martin, L. I{enning, W. M. Service, T. Inglis, Harrison,
J. W. Browne, C, Gilbert, L. Hoffmaun, R. G. Dacre, J.
Selhy, €. Waters, T. A. Patterson, T, Gould, H, Foster,
Nicholl, C. Palmer, H. B. Gordoa, A. G. Buchanan, Cur-
teis, E. Trendell, H. Trendell, W. J. Dallen, and A.
Foster. The first prize fell to Mr J, E, Skeates,
the honour of decorating whose machine belongs to Mr
Edward Turoer, of Karangahape Road., That gentleman
must be proncunced a connoisseur. The work was beau-
tifuily done, and the mass of lilies which filled in the
entire body of the machine was exquisitely beautiful,
The handles were in white and blue, showing the initiala
of the artist, and the wheels were effectively dope in lilies
and gladioli. Mr J. A, Peacock took second. Mr Jas.
Whitelaw was placed third, and Mr Faoster was very de-
servedly highly commended.

PHTY.

It was at extremely difficuit matter for the judges to
make the awards. Several classes had proved puzzling,
hut how to deal with this, when each pet had an sttrac-
tiot of his own, was a problem few would have cared to
face. Three prizes were given—Mrs H, N. Garland's
dog, 15t; Mr Rose #nd for a dog; aurd Miss Cashel for s
I'ersian cat, . Tut it was felt at the time that no one
in this class should be sent empty away. One petis

MRS COLBECK'S BUGGY,

MRS TILLY'S BUGGY — Ist prize.

MISS MURIEL DARCAVILLE'S BUGGY~-3rd prize,

MISS

PERCIVAL'S RBUGGY,

Phutos sarolalty tuben for N.Z. Grashie

GROUP OF BICYCLIATH
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just as good as another, and a great deal better in the
eves of Lthe owner. It was therefore decided to give each
exhibitor a to of the iotr, and these ¢an be
obtained by those forwardibg their names to Mrs Camp-
bell. The pig might well have been awarded a special.
He was a gentlemanlike fellow, and had no grave differ-
encea of opinion with his master, Mr K, Smerdoa., A
pink poodle, dyed, and owned by & very pretty young
lady, excited some interest. One wonders, also, how he
tooked after the rain.
- FIRE ENGINE,
The Auckland Fire Brigade were awarded a well-de-

certainly & work of art, and of remarkable heauty.
Bbliss Hesketh ran a close second, and Miss Rendall
third. All those who exhibited in this class showed
taste, and many considerable ingenuity.

COOKERY COMPETITION.

In connection with the Féte the commiitee had ar-
ranged a cookery competition. The following haa been
furnished as the prize list in this department :—Special,
for largest and best exhibits cooked by gas: Miss Rosa
Beedell, Iced Cake: Special prize, Miss M. Fort.
Plum Cake : Miss W, Kissling, 1 ; Miss Alice Harris, 2.

MR J. H. SKEATES — ISt gprize,

served special for a tastefully-decorated bose reel and
matnal engine,
PAKRASOLS.

Those who entered for these prizea were: Miss Jessie
Webster, Miss Rendall, Miss Owen, Miss C., Donald,
Miss K. Williamson, Mrs Lyons, Miss Westwood, Miss
A, Thompson, Miss J. Thompson, Miss G. Thompson,
Miss E. Andrews, Miss M. Hesketh. The honour of
first place fell to Miss A, Thompaon, whose parasol was

Mr Rendall's Bicycle.

Sponge Cake: Miss Upton, 1; Miss R. Parsons, z.
Madeira Cake: Miss Binney, 1. Jam Sandwich: Miss
Muir 1 ; Mrs Hyatt, 2. Rainbow Cake : Miss H. Preece,
1, Iced Cocoanut Sandwich : Miss Gregory, 1. Seed
Cake: Miss Bain, 1, Pastry: Miss R, Beedell, I. Scones:
Mrs Hale, I ; MrsBruce, 2. Home-made Bread : Miss F.
White. Sponge Sguares: Miss A. Gillott, 1. Sweets: Miss
Abbott, special prize for exhibit of 25 different kinds of
sweets, Turkish Delight: MissNora Hay, 1. Cocoanut
Ice: Miss Rosa Beedell, 1.

JUVENILE COMPETITION.

Toffee : Miss Gubbins, aged 11 years, 1. Turkish Ive-
light : Miss Cora Anderson, aged 13 years, 1. I'lum
Cake : Miss Effie Hanna, aged 13, 1. Rainbow Cake:
Miss Cora Anderson 1. Sponpe Sandwich: The first
prize was awarded to a cotpetitor, aged 12 years, whose
sole identification was the initials 1L.N. W,

‘There is not much * 8 mere man ’ can say of this com.
petition saving that they were a considerable temptation
to‘the I'ress® who had been obliged to comelnthe show be-
fore it was possible to get any lunch, Miss Rosa Beedell,
who took the special prize, a fine gas stove, well deserved
her honours. Her exhibit was a very creditable one.
She has evidently the housewilely instinct, and many a
man with a bad manager at home and o wretched cook
must have envied the household where thai stove will go.
Miss Abbott's sweets, too, deserve mrore than casual
mention. They looked very good indeed, and were,
moreover, nicely arranged. Miss Cora Anderson i3 a
clever and promising cook for cakes, She took more
than one first prize.

Judging had now taken at least twice as long as was
originally expected. It was approaching four, and
there were yet mo signs of the announced grand
procession.  Throughout the afternoon rain  had
threstened, and while the judging was yet incom-
plete it commenced to pour in a business-like way that
wade it evident that unless a miracle happened, and the
rain supply was turned ofl abruptly, the féte pmst be
rained midway., For some time both public and
exhibitors struggled on  bravely, apd tried to ap-
pear as if they thouvght it might clear up shortly.
The unfortunate children who were doing the May-
pole dance persevered plockily in the drenching wet,
but the spectacle was not inspiriting, and as the violence
of the downpour increased the patience of performers
and ounlpokers was alike exhausted, and a break made
for the friendly shelter of the sheds and stables. That
was the beginning of the end. The judges descended
from their posts, doubtless feeling as Coleridge felt when
he wrote :— .

Oh rain, if you wil) but take your flight,

Though Fon shouid cons again Lo-morrow,

And bring with ¥ou both pain apnd sorrow,

‘Though riomach should sicken and koees ahould rwoll,

VIl noibing speak of you but well;

But only now for Lhis one day,

Do go, dear rain. (o Ro away.
But, alas! the watery god wounld not be appeased. The
rain increased in fury, and it quickly became evident
that the only safety lay in flight. - 'Tis all over,” saidl
the Committee in despair. And then that dread order—
an ordet never issued save in moments of tragedy—was
given, the order—' Sauve gni pent.’ It was a cruelending
toone of the mostbrilliant functionseverseen in Anckland
—a function which we hope to see become an annual fix-
ture. To Mrs Nelson, Mrs Goodall, Mrs Haines, and the
other ladies who took 5o arducus & part in arranging the
affair the utmost credit must be given. Their task was
one of the utmost difficulty, and the manner in which
they carried it out must be a matter of pride and con-
gratulation te them for ever and a day.

The photographs reproduced in this article were
specially taken for us by Messts Walrond, Utting, and
Frith. Owing to the rain, a number of exhibits which
would otherwise have been photographed were missed.
A fine negative was obtained of Miss Ireland's targout,
but ab upfortunate accident prevented our reproducing
it. This is a matter we greatly regret, as the tandem
was one of the prettiest things on theground. Couosider-
ing the badness of the light, and the difficulties in the
the way, we think the pbotographers did exceedingly
well, and that the present issue will be appreciated by all.

THE TANDEM THAT CAME TO CRIEF
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THE YELLOW CAT,

BRAT (my Irish terrier) loathed the yellow cat. OfFf
course I thiok be has a perfect right to his own senti-
ments and feelings about her and do not expect him to
change them, But I insist that he shali let her alone,
and refrain from chiveying of worrying her, So when
in direct defiance of my commands he yields to the im-
pulse of the moment and gives chase to her, and comes
back to wie waggling all over with apologies, I sternly
resist his blandishments and administer a castigation.
When we have made it up we generally talk it over. *1
atn raally very sorry it has happened again,’ says Brat,
*but I simply can't stand that cat. I tried very hard
not to chase her this time ' (which I knew to be perfectly
true, as [ had watched him quivering with suppressed
emaotion as she walked towards him); but the idiotic
thing bottled under my very nose, and before I knew
where I was [ was after her, aud she had flown up 1 tree.*

* I should like to know what's the good of that cat!*
he said a little later, *I have told you again and again,*
I reply, * that she kills mice.” *¢As if T conldn't kill
mice,' he says with scorn, 'a jolly sight better than a
cat, too—quickly and neatly. Why, the way that cat
kills a mouse is enough to make anyone sick! Plays
with it and tortures it, and kills it by inches, and then
eatsit! TUgh! I'd clear the house of mice in a jiffy if
you'd only let me sleep in the passage instead of out in
the stable. Of course I don’t particularly care ahout
killing mice, It isn’t sport. But if you want themn
killed you've only to say the word and give me an oppor-
tunity.' Aad on another occasion: 'if you knoew the
things I know about that cat,” he said, ‘you would have
let e worry her long age, Why, the languape she
uses is sowething awful !’

‘Though T would not for the world admit it to Brat, I
eel that there is a certain amount of truth in what he

aays about the cat, and to a degree I share his senti-
ments about her. At the same time there are things
about her that I eannot help admiring--her cold reserve
and decoroua behaviour under all circumstances, and the
astounding indepeadence with which she livea her own
life and thinks her own thoughts.

Before I made her acquaintance she used to live in the
stable, und was, I believe, the property of the stable boy.
She muat have had some sort of fellow-feeling for him,
for when he left she, as it were, packed up and moved
into the kitchen, and a sort of bond of union grew upbe-
tween her and the cook. Its basis seemed to be an
understanding that they shonld let each other alome.
They never spake to each other, as far as I could hear.
They just lived together in the kitchen, and respected
each other’s independence, But one felt that they
thoroughly understood each other, It would have been
intolerable to that cat to have been asked questions as to
where she had been or where she was going, or what she
was thinking about. The cook felt this instinctively and
acted accordingly. And it would have been irritating to
the cook if the cat had walked about and got in her way
and tripped her up when she was at her work. The cat
knew this, and avoided it. When I went inte the
kitchen to order the dinner I generally found her rolled
up asleep in a small wicker chair with a cushion on it,
that she had entirely appropriated to her own nse. Very
occasionally, and ouly when there was no cooking going
on, I found her sitting bolt upright on the hearth, gazing
pensively at the embers, and looking as if her mind was
far away in the regions of abstract thought and only her
ontward form decorated the hearth. But whatever her
attitnde, it was always one of dignified repose,

The peaceful current of her life was undisturbed for
two years, At the end of that time the cook married
and weut away, On the day on which she walked away
in her wedding garment a new cook walked in and took
her place. The cat sat up and gazed steadfastly at the
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new arrival for about & minute, and then, having appar-
ently satisfied herself that she was not the sort ot person
she conld stand, got up and walked deliberately and
firmly out of the room. As far as I know she never set
foot in the kitchen again. The new cook informed ine
that the day after she arrived she had met her in the
garden. 'She walked alongside of me quite friendly-
like,’ she said, * till I stooped down to strole her, when
she suddenly went for me and clawed hold of my legs so
vicious that she almost drew blood, and then bolted
away into the bushes with her tail up, and I pever saw
her again,*

After that she disappeared entirely for three weeka.
Then one motrning when we were sitting at breakfast she
appeared at the dining-room window and made a face
that looked like & 'meeow.’ We let her in ot once, She
looked wretchedly thin and miserable, and had scratchea
on her face as if she had been in the wars, and also she
had completely lost her voice, for though every time we
caught her eye she looked as if she wanted to say some-
thing, gll she did was to open her mouth and make a
noiseless face at us,

We provided her with a saucer of milk and some fish
at once, She devoured them eagerly, and then walked
round the table shooting her head and back up at any
hand that showed a teadency to pat her, purring hoarsely,
and every now and then gazing at us and making the
samme noiselesa remark she had made at first, and show-
ing signs of gratitnde and feeling that I had not deemed
her capable of. I gathered that what she was trying to
say was something to this effect : * I have had a horrible
time, and can stand it no longer. You must let me stay
here.’ So I told her that she might as long as she be-
haved herself and did not interfere with Brat. She gave
a responsive purr when I gaid jhis, and jumped lightly
up on to 4 corner of the sofa, where, after sitting lost in
deep thought and gazing at vacancy for a few minutes,
she curled herself up and went to sleep. ’

The mext six months of her existence were passed
principally on the corner of the sofa, where she was un-
motested, and where I had ample opportnnity of observ-
ing her ways. Her daily routine never varied. She fed
-—she performed her toilet~she slept. The performance
of her toilet had a fascination for me, She did it with
such serupulousness, attending to every patt of het person
in turn. First, sitting up, she would wash her head and
face all over with her hand. Then stretching herself
full length oft the sofa she would lick herself from her
neck down, back and front, ending wp with het legs.
Not a square inch was neglected, but it always seemed
to me she bestowed an undue share of attention on her
right leg which she would hoist over her shoulder and
groom with an energy that appeared to me a little over-
done—but perhaps my observations were at faunlt.

As L said, she spent & peaceful six months on the sofa.
Brat accepted the sitnation, and let her alone, and she
seetped guite happy. Then the even temor of her life
was again disturbed. It is my almost invariable habit
to go into the kitchen every morning when I order the
dinner, PBut, being more than nsnally busy vn cne ocea-
sion, T sent for the cook to attend on me in the dining-
roomt. As she stood before e discussing joints amd
wvegetables, I noticed that the cat had awakeped, and
was sitting Dolt upright, gazing at her with ap expression
of mingled horror apd surprise, ‘Good Lord!' she
seemed to say, 'that woman again. I hoped she wss
dead.* So marked was it, that the cook noticed it ; for
afterreturning the gaze fora minute shesaid, * Ican’t abide
that cat, m'm, Nasty vicious thing ! She’d go for meagain
if I gove her the chance." The animal gave a slight
start, as if she understood the purport of the words,
bristled slightly, and then, as if to say, * No; I really
can't stand this !* jumped off the sofa, walked stifly out
of the window on to the lawn, and disappeared round
the corner of the house.

From that day to this she has net shown her face. I
have given crders that when next she calls she shall be
encouraged with milk and fish and treated kindly—but
it is three months now since she went off, and I begin to
think she bas gone for good.

She wanted but little here beiow, that cat—one chair
or the corper of a sofa, and 1o be let slone and not to
have the companionship of those she loathed forced upon
her. It seems hard that that little was denied her, But
sach is life !

TIME DRAGCED.

LITTLE Johnny, having been invited out to dinner with
his mother, was commaunded not to speak at the table
except when he was asked a guestion, end promised to
obey the command,

At the table ne attention was paid to Johnny for a loog
time. He grew very restless, and his mother could see
that he was haviog a bard time to ‘ hold in.’ By and by
be could stand it oo louger. .

'Mamms !* he called out.

D ' When are they going to
begio asking me questions
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ROUND THE BREAKFAST TABLE.

| WITH APOLOGIES TO THR AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAR-
FAST ‘TABLE.]

PROPOS of the Floral Fete,” said the Professor,
A * I propose this motning the discussion of flowers,
as a subject suitable to our sunny clime and our

month of lowera.”

‘I love flowers,” said the Simple Little Miss, * except-
ing yellow ones, which kil! the complexion. Some of
them have such deliciows meanings. Have you ever
studied the ' Language of Flowers """

¢ All my life,' said the Professor, ‘has been devoted to
studying the language of four, whose English equivalent
is bread and butter, and I have found itsidioms so engros-
sing, its ' where,"” '"when® and ‘ how " such difficult
parts of speech to master, its adjectives of quantity and
quality so limited in degree, as 1o leave me no time for
the study of any other language, But I have heard that
hooks of the sort are written, to be pondered long and
eartiestly by Du Maurier’s ¢ Young Person ' and made
the first steppiog-stone to the Divorce Court, The
Young Person must on no account be permitted to so
much as glance at literature dealing with the vital ques-
tions of her day, lest her maiden meditations be ren-
dered less maidenly, but how becoming in sweet seven-
teen to be familiar with the contents of ber dainty
pocket manual, and items of such paramount impottance
as * Fachsia, Stoop Down and Kiss Me,”” etc., ete.
How priceless tbe knowledge which enables her
ta blush, or simper, or sigh as occasion and the
appropriate moment arrive. The Young Persop in
the old-fashioned novel was always ‘‘ culling ' flowers
as fresh and sweet and spotless as ber innoceunt self,
when her lover, or the party destined to be her lover
after the regulation namber of hair-raising horrors, ar-
rived on the scene.  He generally talked in this strain :
** My Amaryllis, the rose.bloom in your lovely counten.
ance pales with its radiance the roses in your tiny
pa-im.’" A stutter here would be fatal, shonld he favour
the “aw ' for ‘‘a '’ veroacular of the Colonial ‘*chappie,”
but one never reads of a hero who is Colonial, or hasa
stutter. The Young Person iu real life would tell
him he oughtn't, he really oughta’t, to be so silly,
and she hopes ma isn’t looking, and wonders if
he has seen the mpew ferm in the conservatory.
Not so the Young Person in novels, who turns deathly
pale—which young persons up-to-date would find a
troublesome, mot so say impossible accomplishment—
and lowering her silken lashes, replies in aceents quiver-
ing with emotion, ** Augustus, I have gathered them for
you ; accept these blossoms as symbols of my undying
affection.” Slow music and curtain.’

‘ Flowers are pleasant,’ said the Practical Man, * whexn.
like Mrs Soap-manufacturer’s poor relations. they are
made to *' know their place,”” which isu’t Parliamentary
debate. Gardens of flowery metaphor hurted at an
inoffensive public are apt to deaden the olfactory sense,
and strangle any other sort the speaker may have con-
templated, The dry-as-dust nature of the utterance ap-
pears to contain the stimulus of bone-dust for his crop of
thoughty, so profuse is his flowery verbage, while the
House yawns of betakes itselfl to Bellamy's, and the
public rage. Only to ** Evgland’s Cherished Bard,' as
George Meredith calls the Leading Article, is it granted
theright to blow daily bellows of choice and vatied word-
bloomms, pre bone publice, but then the public don’thave to
paythe editor for hisnosegays, whileevery member's flower
shop has to be supported at the rate of £ 240 per anoum,
which makes al} the difference. Regarding the Floral
Féte last Saturday, one cannot but feel that its ' object
all sublime ** is calculated to do immense good to the
community, and particularly the young community of
Auckland, apart from the practical benefit its success
has afforded the Benevolent Society, For to create a
iove of the beautiful in the heart of youth lays the first
rafters to their uncenscious striving after the beautiful
in impulse and in action, * Through nature up to
nature's God "' is not the less a true though muchly-
quoted maxim. Ouida, I think it is, makes colour
and the love of artistic combination a religion with
one of her heroines, while Ruskin has devoted much
eloquetice and not & little geniug to thesubject. Although
not prepared to acknowledge the art of colour-combina-
tion a religion, one feels that the study and cultivation
of flowers 83 an art should do much to foster the senti-
ments of troe religion in tke young, We have all had
cause to remewmber the enforced ** Sunday book** of
childhood, which taught us to root up the wicked weeds
and slugs from the gardensof our hearta. I don’texactly
rememhber whether slugs were mentioned—perhaps not
—as they somewhat spoil the effect, but I know the
weeds were & trump card of the Suuday book.
It seems to me tmore profitable to encourage the
children in cultivating their flowers—the weeds will die
a natural death : in other words, to fill their play-hours

with every healthy and innocent recreation, apd leave
no room for weeds or slugs or anything else; 1o help
them withstand the girens of temptation with the music
of Orpheus rather than the cords of Ulysses,  This, the
new ‘* flower movement," inangurated by Mra Thomas
and other Auckland ladies, and through their diligent
efforts resultant in a suceessful Children’s Flower Show,
and Saturday’s Floral Féte is eminently calculated to do.
Think, morecver, of its purifying influence on the older
generation—men in danger of blinding their sonls with the
clay of Waihi, women of drowning theirsin afternoon tea.
Like Cincinnatus, turning from the affairs of state to fol-
low his plough, fathers will leave their cares of business
and their mammon worship, to interest themselves in
the agricultural and floral pursuits of their children;
mothers will modify their fashionable and profitless and
everlasting ** calling '’ to assist their own and other poor
little ones, whose parents are struggling too hard for the
dear necessities of life, to afford the luxury of a few
plants in & square inch of garden. The new movement,
will, we trust, prove the seed-field fot ** purer manners,
simpter laws,'' and a rich harvest of enduring, nation-
making virtues in the rising generation, Then the
Howers of our punny Southern land will no longer be
mute witnesses to deeds of tyranny, oppression, and
shame. As poetic fancy puts it—
* Alan, each honr of daylight talla
A tale of shame s0 crushing
That some tarn white as sea-bleached ahells
And some are always blushing.”

Without cherishing an impossible Utepian dream for
New Zealand, I vet prophesy that we shall ere long
blush, not for our follies and our sins, but at the world’s
praises of our national integrity and its admiring tribute
to the happy social, religions, and political conditions
of the land of our adoption.’

MR MAUCHAN BARNETT'S WELLINGTON MUSICAL
SOGIETY.

ON Monday evening next, December 16th, in the Opera
House, Mr Maughan Barnett’s Musical Society will
give itssecond concert of theseason. A shortened version
of the * Messial > will be performed hy a chorus and
orchestra of over 200 vocalists and instrumentalists, The
soloists being Madame Eveleen Carlton, Miss Parsons,
Messrs John Hill and Prouse. Mr Maunghan Barnett will
conduct,
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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

~

E are accustomed to be told that almost every-
thing we have or do in this colony is * better
managed in America.’ 1t is an every-day experience,
for some one who has been over to 'Frisco, or gone Home
via New York, to observe patronisingly of something we
colonials have admired : * Ah, ves, very nice for a new
place, but you should see how they do this in
the United States, my boy.' At first, of course, one
used to feel inclined to say fervently, * Sonething Lhe
United States,” bul eels so they say get used to skinning,
and the custom has rendered ns callous. At the same
time there are one or two things in which I have always
prided myself New Zealanders conld hold their own even
against the United States. I was not prepared, for
insiance, to beinformed on the arrivalof the *Frisco mail
boat the other morning that New Zealanders didn t know
how 1o meet u mail boat or—brace yourself for a shock-—
how to kiss. So far as ‘meeting a mail boat' is con-
cerned I remarked that 1 didn't know there was any
special means or wethod, morde or manner about it,
but I warmly controverted the distressing assertion
that in the humble social virtue of kissing New Zea-
landers could mot hold their own against all cowers,
includivg * men, women, and children of the native race '
~-1 mean the United States. ‘A paor thing, sir, but pur
own,’ I quoted, or slightly misquoted, and went on to
say that here was a thing of which New Zealanders made
somewhut of a speciality. He interrupted in the rude
way such men have, ‘ That’s all your etarnal ignorance.
Wait till we get home, and I'll show you something that,
will convince you they manage kissing better in the
States, and have more of it.'

Now, I put it to my readers, conld any New Zealaniler
stand that ? ‘More of it holy Jehosophat! * Hetter
tnanaged’ would have been enough, but to say * more of
it.'  Momstrous! Naturally I Dusried him home, aud
he exhumed a New Vork Journal of recent date in which
the arrival of a mail steamer arriving al the wharl was
made the subject of a half-column articte, He said his
eldest brother had written that article, and that blis
brother had been sent to do it because of his passion for
hard fact and severity of style which would render it
certain there would be no exaggeration. 1 read the
article, and I must confess it Rattened mie considerably
for a moment. It begins fairly enough :

* Hight or wrong sverybody likes to see kisaing - that ix, every.

body who ian't soured on life. Tha sight isn't eynal to the act, bul
mevertheless, itis a cheering sight’

THAT’S all right : no one in this colony, at all evenls,
will deny that. *The sight isn't equal to the act,’
‘that's 50,” as they say in Vankee land, The scrilbe thesr
gOes On Lo say Lhat there are places in the city where
every kind of osculatery salutation can be witnessed
several times B week. New York isonebetter than we are
here, and there’s no use denying it. I would say it wus
8 good job toe:; but my 'Murricen friend woull owly
retort unpleasantly, *sourgrapes.’ One of the oceasions
alluded to appears to be the arrival of a mail steamer,
wliich, it will he remembered, we don't kuow how to do.
This is how they manage it in the States ;—

Tha end of the pier is packed with as happy an aggrogntion of
mor‘als ag can be found anywhere,  Out in nidsiream is the Lig,
black hulled sieamer. Nearly everybody on the pier s going Lo
Wiss somebudy om the steamer, and rive rerar, and in most in-
stances the exchange willnot belimited.  Vleasurable expeciancy
makes evarybody good-natured. The crowd dovan't nind having
ils toes trod upon or ita elbows jostled., Pushed and pulled by
panting Uitle tugs the ocemn leviathan, itself puwerless ard un
wieldly, crawls toward the pler. At lnsl ~ho geis near enough for
T itions to be exchanged. Handkerchicfa a1o waved frantic
ally. Kivses are walted acrows Lhe inters gaing spai -, Greefings
arg hutled from shore e ship ond from ship toshore.  Everybody
j# i & 1ight place, but nobody can keep ALill.  Wumen on the pler
and on the sleamer jump and clap Ltheir bandu yexiatically.

50 far so good, taken all rownd, and with a whle,
spoon ful of salt or so that would stand for a description
of the arrival of a Syduey mail boat, bar the tugs (our tugs
are usually of the human description and on the wharf},
and the statement that evervone is going to kiss some-
one, Our people don't do it that way, However, to
proceed :

It taker an awfnlly long time L0 gel tho big sleamahip waug
alongrido of (the pier. It l# dollelourly 1antallzing 10 those who
are lmpatient Iy walting to Push inte ono another's nrm<, Hut L
glven Lthe mere npactator, who has no auch reason for inpailence.
tme to gbrerve thal there ate soing wtunning gitls oo Loart Lhal
nteainkhlp. The glow of healih iw on thelr checks and 1he Jight ot
love in their oyes, and Lhey Jook thelr pretilest because, In Lheir
exciternent, they forget thenmmelves entirely, The breove Loyw
with banget, whidks veils askde snd ssta Lheie halr ndrift. But their
eyea are on “Tom “or *Harry ' or "Charley,’ on Lho pler, and Lhay
wre oblivious to such trifles. Thoy won'i be ko Lo-morrow ; Lhey will
be junt like other girle then, bul now they ara ditterent, and Lhal
very difference riskes them AD allraclive, and maked you wish
that you were *'Tom * or * Harry "or " Charley.' The atesnshlp i
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ninde fast at lant, the gungplank s awang oul snd the race to get
the drat kine beglow,

HERK certainly is a touch of nature which makes us
all kin. Everyone who has met & steamer must have
wisbed he was meeting one of the girls on board, for
there always are pretty girls on hoard somchow. But
sotmehow we in New Zealand miss what follows when
this reporter * with & passion for cold fact® describes
that race lor the first kiss ;:—

A mian startain the lead, and is half way down when & puff of
wind lifu hia hat. He pauses to elutch it and loses the race. A
nliperb brunatte, with hat secnrely moored darts by, and iu sn-
other moment is embraced by atalwart arma, and two epirita have
“rurhed wogether at the tanching of the lips.’ Nor do they mind
who sees it, mnd the spectator looks on withont sompunctions of
canacience. In & moment the oschlatory engagement becomea
wgeneral. It i8 kissed to right of yau and kisses to left of you,
You can't see them all, can't ree ona-tenth of them. bui the
regret vanlihes when you recollect that it will be practically re-
peated two or three timed a week for & month to come, S0 that
¥Ou can corie again &and see what you missed tha first time be-
eauAs nature liniits you 1o one pale of eyes. All the world loves a
lover, of ought 1o, and naturally the klsses which lovers exchange
intereat one moat, There s sromething about them—the look
which accompanles them, the blush which acknowledges them—
by which Lhey are recognised and classifled,

No, we must admit it. We cannot do this or see this
in New Zealand. People bere do kiss nonder similar ecir-
cumstances, but they do it hurriedly and shamefacedly.
In a conservatory, at a moonlight picnie, in a conveni-
ently shaded verandah cormer, in a garden nook, the
New Zealand lover is, as my Awmerican friend would say,
* no slouch,’ but in bestowing an unaffected affectionate
kiss of greeting in public be does not shine. However,
let us see how the Yankees conclude their reception of
a mail boat, etc. —

Oceulation continues unreatrained for half an hour or more.
There is contagion about it. It maken you feel like kissing eome
borsy yourseif. It almost prompts you togo up e sgme girl and
»ay, * Pardon me. but I ain & stranger to everybody here and there
i no one Lo kiss me. Jont you feel sorry, and won't you try to
condole me !’ But the rules of polite socicty forbid it, and if they
didn't. *Tom ' or *Charley ' or * Harry ' would have something to
way that wouldn't be a bit pleasant.

Srace forhids forther quotation, but I fear the fore-
going has made it clear that the Yankee’s contention is
proved, We do not know how to receive a mail steamer.
It is a pity, too, for the wharf would be a pleasant
lounge on mail days if the programme our matter.of-fact
reporter describes could eventunte at our New Zealand
wharves.

'E VERVONE in these days suffers from headaches—

at least nearly everyone appears todo so. I have
come across a cure which I have not seen described else-
where, and which I read is almost invariably efficacious.
Thus run the dicections :—One of the best cures for an
ohstinate headache is the simple act of walking back-
ward. If suggested, this cure is nsuvally scoffed at be-
cause it is so simple, but the man who recommends it is
well known, and asserts positively that he has yet to
weet the sufferer who, having tried it, has failed to gain
velief, ‘Nobody,’ he says, *has yet discovered or for-
mulated a reason why the process of walking backward
should bring sudden relief, but that it does, and will do
50, appears beyond argument. Physicians say that it is
probably because the reflex action of the body brings
about a reflex action of the brain, and thus drives away
the paio that when induced by nervousness is the result
of too much going forward. Don’t you know how at
such times you have the feeling that everything in your
head is being pushed forward 2 As sgon as you begin to
walk backward, bowever, there comes a feeling of every-
thing being reversed, aud this is followed by relief. The
reliet is always certain, and geverally speedy. Ten
mlinutes is the longest [ have found necessary. Anentry
ur a long narrow rootil, makes the best place for such a
promenade. You should walk very slowly, letting the
ball of your foot touch the floor first, and then
the ueel, just the way, i fact, that one should, in
theory, walk forward, but which, in practice, is so
rarely done. Besides curing nervous headache, there
is no better way to learn to walk well and gracefully
fotward than the practice of walking backward, A half-
hour of it ouce a day will do wonders toward improving
the gait of any woman.

RE country people in this colony more kindly and
unselfishly good-natared than townsfolk. It cer-

tainly seews so to me. A few days ago business com-
pelled mie to pay s flying visit to thecountry. A young
couple, for whom I amn ttustee, arrived from Hagland,
and it was my duty te travel up country with them aod
sve thiermn duly settled with their goods aod chatties on
their farms, As this wan the first attempt at settiog up
housekeepiog, the said goods and chattels were some-
what extensive, and the °‘settling down' process s
slightly srduous umnilertsking. From the moment
of our grrivel the kiodoess and resourceful helpful-

ness of those who lived in the neighbonrhood was
simply amazing, and I could not help contrasting it
with the imdiference with which the majority of
townsfolk wonld have shown under similar circum.
stances. For instance, the moment the littie ateamer
(the place in on one of the Northern rivers) touched the
wharf, a neighbouring station-holder, a complete siranger
to three of the party, came on board, insisting, on be-
half of his wife and himself, that our whole party should
forthwith accompany him home and * pat up * vnder his
roof until auch time as our furniture was unpacked and
our own establishment settled. He wonld not hear of
our stopping at the country * pub,’ and there and then
sefit the ladies off under coavoy of his son. He himself
remained in the pouring rain helping us to get our in-
numerable packing cases safely stowed for the night.

AND as it was with him it was with everyone else, To
have hired labour to assist in getting the furniture and
packing cases to the new domicile would have been im-
possible, and if not impossible, ruinous. But there was
no need. Assistance was given on every side, and in a
genial yon-would-do-the-same-for-me sert of style that
prevented one feeling overwhelmed with one’s obliga-
tiens. Lumping huge packing cases into punts (the
wode of conveyance in that part of the world), bruising
one’s hands and shins in the porterage of a heavy iron
stove—the most heaven-forsaken article to * fetch and
carry ' of which I have experience—and generally doing
the duties of a rouseabout on behalf of newly-arrived
neighbours, seems to be regarded as gquite a matter-of-
fact affair in the conntry, or at least in the part of the
country I vefer to. I do not think similar unselfishness
and helpfuiness is characteristic of the town. The wear
and tear of business life, our intentness on coining the
almighty dollar, smother and destroy the virtues referred
to which satill jive inh the country. Our town motto is
the ancient ‘ Nothing for nothing, end very little for six-
pence,”

é GENTLEMAN interested in the question of the

longevity of cats has sent me the photo which
appears below, and which he believes represents one of
the longest lived cats on record. The photo was taken
when the cat was 16 years and 7 months old, and she
lived to the truly marvellous age fora catof 17 years 1
month and 5 days. The origio of the domestic cat is, I
learned on looking up the subject, enveloped in mystery.
Reference is made to it in Sanskrit writings 2,000 years
old, and still more ancient records of it are to be found
in the monumental figures and cat mummies of Egypt.
The latter, according to De Blainville, belong to three
distinet species, two of which are said to be still found,
hoth wild and domesticated, in parts of Egypt. The
Gloved Cat of Nubia {Felis manteulate), which also
ocours as 4 mummy, approaches most nearly in size, and
in the tapering form of the tail, to the domestic cat, but
Professor Owen has shown that there are peculiarities in
the dentition of the species, sufficient to invalidate its

familiar to all, and need not be dwelt upon here. It has
never evinced that devotion to mean which characterises
the dog, though many individual cases of feline attach-
ment might be quoted, It becomes, however, strongly
attached to particular localities,and will find its way back
from the most distant places although conveyed thither
uoder cover. How it performs such feats has long
puzzled naturalists, and no theory that has yet been ad-
wanced seemns adequately (o meet the case. It has been
conteaded recently by Mr A. R. Wallace that a cat which
is being conveyed to a distance blindfold will have its
sense of smell in full exercise, and will by this means
take note of the successive odours it encounters on the
way ; that these will leave on its mind 'a series of
images as distinct as those we should receive by the
sense of sight ;* and that * the recurrence of these odonrs
in their proper inverse order—every house, ditch, field,
and villege having its own weli-marked individuality
would make it an easy matter for the animal in question
to follow the ideutical route back, however many turn-
ings and cross reads it may have followed.’

AMONG the ancien: Egyptians the cat was sacred to
Isis or the moon; temples were raised, and sacrifices
offered in its hosniour, and its body was embalmed at
death. Nor is this feeling gquite extinct among modern
Egyptians, for in Cairo at the present time there is an
endowment in operation for the lodging and feeding of
homeless cats. In the folk-lore of European nations
the cat is regarded with suspicion as the iavourite
agent of witcheraft, and seems often to have shared
in the crnelties inflicted on these who were sup-
posed to practise the ‘black art,” In Germany at the
present day black cats are kept away from the cradles of
children as. omens of evil, while the appearance of a
black cat on the bed of a sick person used to be taken as
an announcement of approaching death.

N the recent number of the Zoologist Mr Taylor
White, who has been farming sheep in New Zea-
land for many years, has some interesting notes upon the
Kea parrot, Nestor notabilis. Mr White writes in a some--
what combative spirit, but his report, despite the science
correspondent of the Pail Mall Gazette, confirms the ac-
cepted belief that the Kea has in recent times entirely
changed its habits. Mr Taylor White was in New Zea-
land hefore the Kea began to attack sheep, According
to him, it did not originally live npon berries and honey,
as Mr Wallace suggested in his veolume upon Dar.
winism. It lived in the mountains above the forest-
line, where berries do not grow, and its food was
the lichen upon stomes. Shepherds began to find
that sheep which had missed a shearing and so
had long wool, died suddenly, the only sign of death
being a small round hele far down the back, The cause
of the hole was found to be the Kea, which, according to
Mr Taylor White. was attracted to the sheep by the re-
semblance of the wool to lichens, and chose the par.
ticular spot because it comld hold om securely
there, in spite of the attempts of the unfortunate
animal to dislodge it. According to the same
authority, the parrot had nmo special predilection
for the kidney-fat, but simply picked a hole to
obtain blood.

WHETHER Mr Taylor White be right in suppos-
ing the resemblance of long wool to lichens to
have ‘heen the cause of change, or there be more
truth ih the earlier suggestions that the Kea
learnt the ease of a carnivurons habit from the
pickings of slaughterhouses and afterwards went
straight to the sheep, is a minor matter which
may or may not be settled; but it is intergsting
to find addititional corroboration from one who
has seen t{he change in progress, of o complete
change frowm vegetable to animal food occurring in
a short space of years,

DUR MUSIC SUPPLEMENT.

A LONG-LIVED CAT,

claim to be considered the ancestor of the domestic
form. The dificulty of recognisipg this ancestor in any
single wild species has led mabny naturalists, including
Temminck, Pallas, and Blyth, to the conclusion that
Friis domestica is the product of many species com-
wmingled | and whatever weight may be attached to this
view, there i3 sufficient evidence to show that domestic
cats in <ifferent parts of the world have been greatly
wodified by frequent crossings with such wild apecies as
occur in those parts. In the morth of Scotland at the
present day, the native species is believed occasionally
to cross with the house cat, the product living in the
houges.

Tug disposition aud habits of the domestic cat are

WITH this issue is presented another of the music

supplements which have proved so popular in the

past. °‘Sweetest Blossom ’ is a particularly pretty
little song with s novel echo effect. It willprobably bean
even greater favourite thau suythiog we have published
hitherto. Tlhe music is by Herbert Justice, several of
whose compositions are favourably known to GRAPHIV
readers,

CLARKE'S WORLD-FAMED BLOOL MIXTI"RE.—" The moat soarch-
ing Rlood T that ani and dioal akill have brought o
Niht.' Satferera from Sceofuls, Scorvy, Kezemm, Bad Legs, Skin
and Blood Dikoanes, Pimplen aod Sores of moy kiod are nojiciled
to give It = trial to best 1ta value. Thonsands of wonderful curea
have been effecied by L. Bottlea 25 94 each. sold everywherse,
Beware of worlhless imitations and substitutes.

MENTLEMEN'S VISITING CARDS.—=100 best irary
Cards wilh oopper plats for 104, or 50 fo 7i 6. —QRAP-IO
Offios, Bhortisnd-street. Auckland,
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CREATING AN IMPRESSION.

BuT the life of the touring actor is not always a happy
one. There are occasions when the treasury ghost fails
in hia accustomed stroll, and bad business, or a levant-
ing manager, often brings a tour to an sabrupt and emin.
ently unsatisfactory conclusion,

1 know two actors who were left as the term goes, ' on
their uppers,’ in a town io the heart of the Midlands.
Their manager had skipped away with whatever funds
may have been lying at the bottom of the company's
chest, and the discousolate twain had drawn very little
salary for some weeks, Their landscape was a bleak and
wintry one, but Johnson had plenty of the stuff that is
alleged to spring eternal in the human breast.

"Lt we can only reach Blankbhampton,’ he said, ‘I am
pretty sure of an engagemeut for us ; anyhow, we shall
he able to rub along for a week or two ustil an openitg
occars, for [ have scme good chums there ”

Jackson, the other mummer, devoutly trusted that the
future might be as rosy as his friend opined. They
formed themselves into a committee of supply, and
‘uncle® was visited and offered certain detachable
articles in lieu of his contribution towards railway fares.
They managed to rake up sufficient for that important
item, but they had very few coppers to spare after they
had paid for their tickets. 'Never mind,’ said Johnson,
*it will be all right when we get to Blankhampton.’

They had no luggage. It was hypothecated, but they
cared little, Their loog railway journey was a blissful
ane, for were they not journeying te a harbour of refuge ?
Hope, however, assuages no_appetite, and they began to
get very hungry., But food is out of the question when
cash is out of reach.

At a little countrified junction, where they were await.
ing a train, & wan of distinctly rural aspect approached
thetti, He aported a smock, and a red, smiling face,
And he carried a wicker-basket,

‘ Beg pardon, gents, for troubling ye, but be ye passing
through Dashminster ?' he asked.

‘Ves,' said Johnson, ‘We're going through to
Blankhampton,’

*Mought I ask ye to dew me a favour, gents, if ye
would be so kind? I ha’ got yer¢ a couple o' homin’
pigeons, and I wants to try 'em. Would ye let 'em out
of the train at Dashminster for me ?'

‘Certainly,” said Jobposon, * we shall be very pleased
to oblige you, Here's the train,’

The wicker basket with the pigeons was carefully de-
posited on the hat-rack, and with renewed assurances as
to their willinguess to oblige the farmer by letting his
birds loose at the proper point, Johnson and Jackson
went speeding on the way. *It's forty mile from here,*
were the farmer’s last words, * but the birds 'll find their
wavs home aright.”

On the train went, and the two friends nodded off to
sleep, Dashminster was passed, but the pigeons were

forgotten. Johunson awoke soon afterwards, and aroused
Jackson. *There’s only obe worry for us, now,” he re-
‘marked. ‘' That is, lodgings. Landladies are suspicious

persons, and, seeing no luggage, may ask for a deposit.
Then we're up a tree.’

Jackson looked blank. *Can't we face it sut ? Letus
say our luggage is coming on, Dwon’t dash my hopes,
now, just as [ am dwelliog on the delights of a dinoer !’

*Dinner !* ejaculated Johnson. *Yes, weshall have to
spriag the landlady for that at once. That's where she
will want a bit of the ready money on account "

‘ Unless we can dazzle her !’

*Ah ! but how is that to be done »*

At that crucial motnent ooe of those poor pigeons
cooed, or, rather, gave ntterance to whatever sound
naturally emanates from & pigeon. It was an usnfortu-
nate thing for the pigeon to do, looked at from his peint
of view,

*By Jove !’ cried Jackson, *'We’'ve forgotten to let the
pigeons loose ! And we're a long way past Dashminster!”

He reached up for the wicker basket, and opened the
carriage window.

Johnson was a man of ready wit. He laid a restraining
hana upoa his friend’s shoulder, and said—

‘Jim, do you like plgeon pie?”

JHm dropped back in his seat. He was startled,
thunderstruck. Butthoughtsof savoury things fomented
in his brain.

*Rather!” he said.

LWe'll have thaose pigeons for dinwmer,” remarked the
other.

¢ But—but-~-the farmer—*

¢Can’t help his troubles at present. We must eat.
And don’t you sec what an effect it will have upon the
mind of the lady who lets lodgitgs, when we throw down
a brace of birds, and say, ** Make a pie of those »**’

*5he’ll think we're millionaires! But shall we take
them to her as they are, or-——'

‘You wring the neck of one, and I'll despatch the
ather,’

The fell deed was soon sccomplished. There was a
small piece of paper attached under the wipng of each
bird, bearing the owner’s name and address. This was
carefully saved by Johnson, but the wicker basket was
dropped out of the window. The pigeons were tied to-
gether by the feet, and when Blankbampton was
reached, they were 8o effective argument in favour of
the actors' respectability when they sought for *dig-

ings.! The landlady dreamed not of requesting aoy
b_eraosit. and really made quite an appetising dish of the
irda,

Brighter deys dawned for Jobtsot abd Jackson, They
astrack oil in Blankhampton, and they forwarded the
farmer full value for the birds. Their explenation is
worth recordiug :—

Nxair Bir,—I am s0rry to say that I Incautiously let [oose the
plitaona entrusted to me at the very mament that an express train
wanx passlng.  Unfortunataly, the hirds were both caukht by the
angine, and I anw them =teinck to the ground.  Recognlsing that
it wan my clumdlness that led w thia mixhap. [ s<k you, as soma
recomponss, to acoapt tho shcloned post-cfiice order,

TIMOTHY CHUDBB

AND THE COLD PUNCH,
——

BY FRAKCIS COURTENAY BAYLUR,

rﬁ IMOTHY CHUBE was a warm-hearted, pig-

| headed, high-tempered man. He was a

good farmer, as the bursting barns, care-

fully-protected hav-ricks, fine cattle. neat

fences, and beautifully-tilled fields of his

five hundred acre farm attested. He was

an ardent granger, and hated all railroads, their presi-

dents, corporations, employees, ways, teans, and

methods with & fierceness that would have delighted Dr.

Johnson. snd alarmed most people who heard him talk

of them for the first time, while the particular railroad

that ran straight through one of his best meadows—the

Southern and Central—was the Mordecai at his gate, a
stench in his nostrils, the bane of his existence.

He was a strict but just and even generous master, and
never lacked for men to “handle’ hiz crops. harvest
when he wonld. He was an agressive, not to say merci.
less neighhour in the matter of stray sheep, predatory
pigs, open gates, and broken fences, but a not unkindly
one outside of these high agricultural crimes and misde-
meanors, having been known to take off his coat and
work much harder than any hired labourer in order to
help save a friend's crop threatened by rain, and as
liberal with his machinses and seeds and tools, as with
advice how to make the best use of them, if his sound,
sensible, but dictatorial orders about ! top-dressing ' and
* subseilibg,’ and * rotation,’ and the like can be called
advice.

He had been a peppery, masterful, but substantially
indnlgent husband to a meek spouse, who never contra-
dicted him in her life, except upon one ocession when
she found herself unavoidably obliged to die in the face of
his most positively expressed statement that she wasget-
ting well rapidly, and would be ‘ out of that bed in less
than a week.’

He was an imperious but really devoted father to his
only child, a daughter, Lucy Merriman Chubb by name,
and by nature a creature far meeker, shver, and more
timid than ever her mother had been.

Lucy was eighteen years old in the summer of 1583,
when she returned from boarding-school to Clover Farm,

LuCy

bringing ' & diploma ' {framed) that Admirabte Crichton
could never bave honestly won, & great heap of tattered,
dog's-eared, bescribbled school-books, treating of his-
tory, moral philosophy, physical geography, chemistry,
aatronomy, botany, trigonometry, etc. (whose contents it
is unnecessary to say she knew by heart, and remembered
and practised all her life loog); some blank books in
which bad been carefully copied 8 whole setics of her
valuable and original compositiona on ihe ' Mind of
Man,' ‘ The Xvila of Infidelity,’ * Reflections on the Uni-
verse,' ‘ Meditations on the True and Beautifnl' {repre-
senting a prodigious amount of mental effort extenlin

over & period of two years, during which she wrestle:

for three days out of every month with the loftiest prob-

lems that conld occupy the attention of a Newton as con.
scientiously as any she-philosopher of eighteen that ever
lived to become the altracticn of sometbing strobger
than gravitation oot wholly ubconnected wilth apples):
ag album containing the nntographs of twenty-five alto-
gether congenial and ntterly devoted frienmds; the last
Fashion Bazaar (for * a sweet polonaise " exactly "adapted
to slender figures'), and a delightful convicticn that life
would now begin to be interesting, romantic, brilliant,
as full of delicious fruition as it had always been of deli-
¢ious promtise, In other words Lucy was *finished;*
but mot in the sense of being done for.

A more healthy-minder, sweet-tempered, wholesome
maiden, a prettier one {if you like brunettes), and a
pleasauter one for human nature's daily food, youn could
not have found in the whole State of Illincis, Not that
she was extruordinarily gifted, witty, musical, or even
vivacions ; but because she was a sweet, unselfish, gentle
young girl, full of kind thoughts for others, yuietly
cheerful, contented, fond of ber father and home, and
doing twenty things a day to brighten both, as a matter
of course, too, not AS & ‘ mission * a pleasure to hersell
rather than duty to othera,

The high-shouldered old house with its steep roof, its
heavy parch, its pleasant old orchard streiching away at
the back, its homely, home-like environment of sheds
and barns, hay-ricks, feeding-troughs and horse pond,
its noisy fowls and placid cattle, took on & special and
particular air of its own, an added charm that was over
and above its own look of peacelu! Plenteonsness. when
Lucy came home. Lucy's neat, trito figure was to be
seetl here, there, and evervwhere. Lucy’s basket, and
garden-bat, gloves, keys, and other feminine possessions
were all about the place. She seemed to pervaide the
whole farm in a wonderful way. Her pony was in the
nearest meadow ; her spick and span little carriage was
sitting with its feet up in the coach house, and conld be
plainly seen from the road that curved that way and then
led off to the fields. Her flowers bloomed gayly in new
beds made, for them in the old garden. Her sewing was
left on the circular bench under the great elm along with
Tupper's * Poems’ and * Thaddeus of Warsaw,” or some
one of the Waverley novels, witn which she was * im-
proving* herself. And she hersell was among the
currant bushes. in the dairy, the poultry-yard, the
kitchen, in which last place, indeed, she achieved gas-
tronomic triumplhis that made glad the heart and genial
the temper of her father,

He had told her that she was not to do anything; that
he had all the ‘help ' bhe needed, and that there was no
necessity for her ‘to turn her hand toanvything.' But
Lucy was eminently domestic in her tastes, and enct-

)
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WENT DOWN,

getic in her character, and she conld ne more lave idled
awsy her days in fine ladical fashion than shecould have
devoted her nights to syuariog the circle, She took n
turp at * The Antiquary ' or * Plutarch's Lives ' between
times, when she was making preserves, because she had
been told that she had a mind to improve, and was
anxious to do her duty by herself as well as by other
people. But her confeclions were nevs r hurnt in conse-
yueuce of her absorbing interest in 5 otch dialect or
Ronian coosals, and her pretty face showed 8 niuch more
profound interest in the colour of her strawberries, and
anxiely 1o have them satisfactory in quantity us well ag
quality, atd ' comre out even ' with her jars when it way
timne to bottle thew, than it ever did during the procesg
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of improving herselfl by a patent method, that had the
effecl of making her turn over the pages very rapidly,
bhut only to see how long the chapter was, and wish it a
good deal shorter,

Her father was delighted with her conduct and char-
acter in every particular. He feit himself to be aa
directly the author of all that was admirable in it as of
the ahundant wheat crop that he had planted and was
ahout to harvest. He was always convinced that every-
thing that he did was right and could not but tarn ont
well.  Hvery thought almost that he could spare from
the engrossing husinessof his life, his farming. was given
to her. He settled in his own mind exactly what her
future was to be, He was ambitious for her ; she should
he as much of a lady as anybody ; ghe should marry a
professional man of means and standing, and of his own
selection, No farmer, with unsound views about every-
thing ‘from a to izzard,’need apply, or hope to live off
hiot, and manage kv farm, i

The house was a different thivg with her in it, but he
wust not be such a fool as to suppose that he could keep
a pretty girl like that to light it up. What he could and
would (o was to marry her to the right man, and he
Hattered himself that he was the very person to decide
whao the right man was, Woen never knew what they
wanted, nor were they satisfied whett they got it. When
harvest was over he would settle that thing. There was
young Lathrop the lawyer—here ensilage pusted Lawyer
I,athrop, and Lucy, and all thoughts of tnarrying and
giving 1 marriage quite out of his mind, and if he ever
thought of them again for the next six weeks, it was
with an agricoliural serenity of couviction that there
was *plenty of time.” Thete was pleaty of everything at
Clover Farm, and the processes to which he had been
accustomed were all slow ones of ploughing, and sow-
ing, and waiting for the early and latter rain to moisten,
for snows to protect, and sun to ripen, and all the patient
forcea that gradually wake from their sleep the living
thiogs in the darkness of the earth’s basom, that tassel
in silken tufts and lavugh in bearded grain, and Aowers,
and fruits, aod all manner of good gifts,

Hut {n Siberia it is said that the crops are planted,
come to perfection, and are harvested within six weeks,
owing to certain climatic conditiops ; and it is certain
that in far less time an affection that has stood the test
of half a century's wear and tear has been known to be
planted, and to grow down to the roots of things and up
to the heavens, if not to come to perfection; so that it
was not retnarkable that Lucy and Johp——ro

But I must introduce Johno properly.
himselfl at Clover Farm noot long after Lucy's diploma-
was fratned and bung up in the parlour, making close
conoection with it even f(or A railroad man,

It is very curious how things get about. The lilacs in
the garden are bare, or budding, and there is not a bee
to be seen for miles around. They bloom, and lo! an
army of winged despoilers settle upon every cluster.
I'lie cherriea and strawberries are allowed to bud and
bloom without hearing the rastle of so much as two pin-
feathers, and encouraged, they go farther, But when the
rain has cried over certain little excrescences formed
slowly and painfully on stems and branches; when the
sun has kissed the most delicions juices into them;
when they are tound, perfect, sweet, ripe, hark ! Here
they come! Birls, birds, birds! The most scientific
head-gardener could never tell with anything like the
same accuracy when that moment has arrived.

In the same way, when a charming girl gets home
from school, pastors and masters, and teachers and
governesses, and old men and children, and ©ld women
and waidens may not be aware of the fact, or may only
jearn of it slowly in the most indirect and roundahout
ways; but if there is a youth within a radius of fifty
miles, there w'll be one person who will know the when,
and where, and a great deal beside—who she is her
nawe, her abode, her looks, dress, manner very likely—
acd all this before the stage coach that brought her has
reached the next town, very often, if the girl be particu-
larly pretty or attractive,

Lucy bad not finished unpacking her trunk, and shed-
ding tears of sentimental regret over the lif¢ and com-
panlons that she had forever left behind her at Zion
Hall; she had not arranged her work-box and desk and
album and elegant portfolio of selected drawings and
prize books about her room, or heguu to take any sort
of interest in the life she was to lead, the familiar sur-
roundings that yet wore such a strange air, when John
DNeering found himsell absolutely obliged to walk through
Mr Chulb's *yard ' (and to pass, too, directly under the
parlour windows} in order to get to his mother’s house,
as he came out from Midford to spend Sunday, as usual,
at hoole. Nothing but dire necessity, of course, could
have induced him to decide upon a route that took him
a mile and more out of his way with the thermometer
standing at ninety degrees. It is to be hoped that he
felt repaid for the exertion by the mere glimpse that he
got of Lucy (after swiftly reconnoitering the whole build-
ing) at an upper window, industriousiy engaged in brush-
iny the dust from her travelling-dress.

She <lid not see him, and if she had it would have made
no difference, for John was not one to satrike the most
sitsceptible miaiden dumb with his manly beauty, and
the illot of Lucy's heuart (of whom she was thinking at
the moment) was her very dearest, darlingest (riend,
Genevieve Thowpson, to whom she had just written six-
teen pages of protestation and wndying affection. Tt
miust huve been a satisfactory glimpse on the whole, for
he immediately wanted another ; and an uusatisfactory
one, for it never seenied a complele experience. Hvery
visit of John's for the next six weeks required to be
patched with another, and the fact that he had just
heen to the house seemed to serve ouly aa an imperative
rensotl for going again as soon as possible.

Fle and Lucy haed known each other very well as
children, but had sot seen each other for several years.
The consequence wan, that alter the firat conventional
crust had bren broken betweeu them, four and twenty
black birds began straightway to sing @ or, to drop meta.
phor, everything combined to lead their thoughta and
talk back to the {as it mow appeared) delightful time
when they had walkeld hand-in-band in the lowery paths
of happy childlhiood, i

Mr Chubb, intent upon seed-cory and prize pigs and a
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new floor for the stable, bad not the faintest notion of
what was going on in the dairy, under the great cherry-
tree, among the rows of old-fashioned four o'clocks in
the dear old garden, on the horse.hair sofa in the best
parlour; and if he had known of it he would have
scouted the idea of ‘two young fools like that thinking
of marrying,' or of his danghter daring to dream in her
wildest momenta of disposing of bher own heart, hand,
and future.

He met John sometimes in the hall, or about the
place, and nodded to him with careless good-nature ;
stopped him once or twice to ask him if his mother
would sell ‘that red Alderney cow of hera;' how wheat
was quoted at Midford. But give him a thoughtas a
possible suitor for his Lucy, * the lawyer’s lady,’ as he
already called her in his own mind, he never did. He
had known ‘that boy always’ he told Lucy, who
listened with eager, smiling interest, expecting to hear
John finely praised the next moment—a hope dashed
cruelly to the ground by his adding refiectively a moment
later :

‘ He's freckled worse than ever ; he's a regular turkey-
g’

Such language applied to the beloved ohject is cer-
tainly not gratifyving to anybody, and Lucy was dis-
gusted, but only dared to bring out a miid :

* Oh, father ! He isn't at all ! His skin is so fine and
white and delicate that every little blemish such as no
one would ever see on you-—or me * {hastily} *is noticed
at once on him. He's a little sunburnt now, but it will
all coine off. And those things don’t matter in a man,
one bit.’

*That's so,’ agreed Mr Chubb, ramming tcbacco into
his pipe, and with no suspicion that he had been making
an exiremely offensive astronomical observation and
finding spots ont the sun. * He used to be’round here a
good deal when he was a child, riding the horses to pas-
ture and feeding the threshing machine. A nice little
chap,’ Mr Chubb resumed, ‘ but I've not seen him *bont
for two or three years. What’s he doing, anyway ?’

To this query poor Lucy, whose dearest wish it was
that a good understanding should be brought about be-
tween her father and John. Lucy, the constitutional
coward, could give no reply except the evasive one :

* He’s in some sort of business in Midford.'

She simply could not say that John was the freight
agent of the Southern and Central Narrow Gauge Line,
knowing her father’s prejudice to railroads in general,
and rabid hatred of that railroad in particular. Her idea
was that if she could keep thisdamaging fact in the back-
ground until her father knew what John was, all would
be well. No ohe could khow Jobu and not accept any
and everything connected with him. She counselled
John to keep the thing from him. DBut Jobn, who was a
most manly and honest fetlow, would make no promise
of the kind.

*There's tothing to be ashamed of,” he said. ‘I've
got a clean record all through ; that anybody is welcome
tosee. I am not going to tell any mionows or whales
about it. 1 expect to be general freight agent at Sudbury
in two vears, and I don’t see but what it’s as good a
business as raising pigs and poprorn. If your father
don’t like railroading, I am very sorry, but he’ll have to
lump it, that’s all, I was intended for a farmer hy my
mother, you khow, but it didu’t svit me at all; it was
too stow—like waiting for judgment day ; 8o I got e a
place on the road, and have worked up to where you see
me. Don't you worry your little head about that, I'l}
fix that all ight. I'l} tell him.'

*John, I forbid you to say cne word about it until I
give you permission,’ said timid Lucy. *He'd forbid
you the house. We never could see each other as we
have heen doing. Promise me that you won't.”

‘Well, I won't then, unless he asks me abont it,” said
John, * But I will if he does, and more too. What busi-
ness has he got taking up such notioms, if he is your
father ?

The crop that year turned out splendidly on Mr
Chubb’s hands. There had not been such a yield for
fifteen years, Not a farmer in the county bad any fault
to find with it, and that told its own stery. Mr Chubb
wag radiant,

¢ It means five thousand clear lrid by in Midford Bank,
That's what it means !'" hesaid to Lucy. ‘And now I
can attend to other things—other things.'

Not three days later Lucy was summoned downstairs
to see ‘a gentletnan,” and thinking that there was but
one tan in the world, stopped to put on her freshest and
most becoming muslio gown, the better to please John,
whom she had not seen for & lover's eteruity of four
davs. But she was disappointed to find quite another
visitor seated on the horsehair sofa immediately under
the famous diploma that ought to have proclaimed her
Mistress of Hearts, so charmingly simple and sweet did
she look in her bravery. It was Mr Lathrop, who came
to meet her, and shook hands, and seemed to her to stay
forever, although she bad told bim that her father had
gone to Midford for the day.

Somehow, with vague yet acute feminine suspicion and
comprehension, she disliked him on the spot; disliked
his pallor, disliked his Roman nose, disliked his lisp:
disliked most of all his flatteriug speeches and(rrofuse
complimentis ; was not even agreeably impressed by his
neat dress, althoogh, as a rule, she liked men to be what
she called 'stylish,” and thought it the only thing that
John lacked—no, not 2acked, either, That ideashe conld
never have connected with John. if he bad been minus
an arm, leg, oreye. Let us saythat it was the ope thing
that she thought might be addrd to John.

After this a most amusing sentimental* Box and Cox "
situation existed at Clover Farm. On most days of the
week Lawyer Lathrop simpered affably and prattled
politely to and at Miss Lucy, who suffeted many things
8t his hands, and accepted only such attentions se she
could not decline with her father ‘ bossing ' the affair
and match-making in his own determined fashion. And
every evening John Deering contrived to have an hour
at least with his charmer, anil needed nor desired the
least assistance in doing his own wooing

Mr Chubb's favourite poison was faithfully and regu-
larly mdwinistered, he holding bottle and apoon; the
antidote as regularly and most efficaciously given by
» private practitioner, who understoodl the patient's

symptoms and malady, ‘and sympathized with her
deeply.

Poor Lucy needed sympathy, you may be sure, for he-
tween the three men sbe was almost distracted, She
had long since given up her correspondence with Geoe.
vieve Thompson under the pressure of her woex and
difficaities. She could only fly for refuge to her ' Aunt
Harriet,” as she called a distant, elderty, intensely
romaptic, and very admirable cousin who had lived with
them at Clover Farm ever since the death of Mrs Chubb.
And what that lady had to listen to from Lucy in the
way of rhapsodies and praises of one lover, and ridicule
and abhorrence of apother, and lamentations over the
misery of baving the one taken from her and the other
thrust upon her, will never be known. The conjectures,
confidences, hopes, plans that were poured out upon
that kind-hearted kinswoman would have utterly
wearied and disgusted anyone less unselfish and at-
tached ; Lmt Miss Harriet’ was never tired of hearing
them, She longed and pined to be adesi ez maching. and
bring Cousin Timothy to bo-k, and get himn to * blesa
you my children,’ and send them off 1o Niagara happy-
pairing, and honeymooning. But she was ‘a poor
relation,’ and Mr Chubb was not a man to take advice
from his nearest and richest of kin, Besides, Luey jm-
Plored her not to interfere,

John came over rather earlier than usual one afternoon
and cauwght, or was caught by Mr Chubb on the front
verandah.

“8it down: sit down,’ said Lucy’s father. *How's
corn going at Midford to-day, do ‘yon know! It was
being thrown away yesterday. That's the worst of farm.
ing., If the year's bad, yow’ve got nothing tosell. If
it’s good, nobody will buy what you've got.*

And Luey's lover sat down, glad of a chance ‘ to make
connection,’ in professional parlance, with a gentleman
wj}m had a little danghter as well as a big crop to dispose
of,

The two chatted on pleasantly enough for some time,
John listening attentively and respectfully to the future
father-in-law of his hopes and keeping am eye on the
door to see if Lucy would come out, and all'went well
until Mr Chubb, mounting his hobby, began to give his
opinion of railroads and everything that was connected
with them. Warming with his subject, he past-parti-
cipled the whole institution from presidents to Pullman
porters, from securities to sleepers, and the Athanasian
creed is mild and characterless compared to the richness
aod depth and variety of his curses against the very
telegraph poles that countenanced such iniguity.

John's first feeling was one of dismay. It had come,
His face got redder and redder, and finally he blurted
out: ‘Mr Chubb, sir, I am a rzilroad man, I'm the
freight agent of the Southern and Central,” when he
could no longer control himself,

' Then you are a —— fool, or # —— —— knave, and
yow' vegot the ———— —— rascally businessand thievin.'
lym: set of companions that ever was, outside of the
penitentiary—that’s all I've got to say ahout it,” an-
nounced Mr Chubb, rising in a turkey cock access of fury
{rom his arm-chair. The glove was thrown down now,
and Jobn picked it up. and a pretty quarrel ensued, with
this pleasant resmlt —that J+hn was ordered off the pre-
mises.

Dark were the days that followed. Miss Harriet'
tripped about the honse actually aud morally on tiptoe,
going as ‘delicately ' as King Agag. Lucy, that pear]
of a girl, was dissolved peiennial in tears, which she
had either just shed, was shedding, or would shed. John
vanished. " Lawyer Lathrop alone remained the same,
came early, stayed late, brought gifts ; was blind, deaf,
dumb, apparently, where Lucy was concerped—that is,
to her melancholy looks and vexed speeches; he pro-
posed finally and was accepted—by Mr Chubb. He had
heard alt ahout John and hated him. He loved Lucy
{to call an odious sentiment by a fine name), although he
was perfectly aware of the state of her feelings. The fact
was that he had sentimentally the cuticle of a hippo-
potammns. Lucy was Jovely, Lucy wonld have Clover
Farm and shekels some day. What were hearts and
darts, and tears, and * taradiddle foolishness ' when com-
pared with the solid advantages to be gained by such an
alliance ? S0 Lncy was informed ome day that she was
1o marry o wan she detested ; very much as she might
have been told that she was to change her dresa.

*I've settled the whole thing. Itis to be on the 25th
of this wonoth,” Myr Chubb announced. ‘There’s no
use putting off a thing when it's got to be done, I've
spoken to your Aunt Harriet; she'll get whatever you
want in the way of wedding finery, and I'l] see to the
rest. Al you've got to &0 is to get ready, my dear.
Lathrop’s a first-rate match for any girl, first-rate. Cor-
rect man; Jong-headed, even for a lawyer. Gota ver-
dict against the Southern and Central, yesterday, for ten
thousand —that Brownlow case, He's the very man for
yotl, Got money laid by, and’ll take good care of you,
Smart, deep fellow ; sure te get on, if he isn’t one to
palaver the women.’

Now, if Lucy, who bad listened stupified to all this,
bad been a girl of spirit, the question of marryving Mr
Lathrop would have been 'settled’ indeed, then and
there, il not exactly as Papa Chubb propesed. Not all
the king’s horses, nor alt the king's men, nor all the
fathers, mothers, grandfathers, grandmothers, uncles,
anuts,cousins.or friendsin Christendom could have pushed
ber another step in thet direction. But Lucy was very
timid, very gentle, and all her life-long had trembled
before her big, burly, imperious parent. She cried, of

, sobbed pit 1y, vowed passionately that she
never, never, NEVER would marry Samuel Lathrop while
she lived, aud fled up to her room and into Miss Harriet's
sympatbetic arms, leaving her father vexed, but fot
seriously disturbed, convinced that she would ' come Lo
ber senses and give in,’

And io the end, a3 he had thought, she gave in.
* Chateau qux parie va w¢ rendre.” 8he consented to listen
te Mr Lathrop, She had to listen to her father. The
thing was 'sgetlled’ to suit Mr Chubl, who agsin, and
this tiwe formally, acceptesd the lawyer that had got a
verdict against the Southern and Central. [t was the
most enrdearing fact that he knew of, that spruce, re-
apectable, cold-blooded member of the Midford bar, for
whom he had no great liking, except so far as he really
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represented his own plan for securing certain advantagea
for his daughter. And so it came sbout that in two
weeks from the time it was first mooted Mr Chubb's
point was carvied, Lucy was engsged, not to her
‘desarest John," as she had oftemn pictured to herself;
John, whase photograph she put under her pillow every
night, and of whom her heart and thoughts were full,
bot to Mt Samuel Lathrop, of Midford, Misa Harriet
was aghast; Mr Chuabb, openly jubilant; Mr Lathrop
fishily gratified and setisfied ; Jobn Deering in despair.

Matters were at this stage, and all was brisk prepara-
tion for the wedding when one evening Lucy went to her
room. Her Aancé had spent the whole afternoon with
her, and she bad been only too thankful to see him drive
off and to go to her room, where she cried and bathed
her face, and cried again, and took off her hateful
engagement ring and felt again comparatively free and
happy, o¢ &t least less miserable, She was sitting there
thinking of the same thing, or rather person, that always
filled her mind, when BMiss Harriet came in, looking
excited,

* My dear,' she said, * he's downstairs, and says he
must see you.'

* He ' was John Deering to Miss Harriet, and Lucy, of
conrse, knew who 'he ' was, and never confounded him
for one moment with the late-departed Samnuel.

‘1 can't see him. 1 can’t see him. You must go down
and tell him so. After the way I've treated him '
began Lucy, getting very pale, and bursting again into
the ever-at-hand sobs, 3

* He says he will see you,” replied Miss Harriet, * Poor
fellaw! You'd better go down. He may do something
desperate,”’

A fear of John’s doing something * desperate * was one
of Lucy's haunting tetrors, but then to see him as Mr
Samuel Lathrop's fiancée f

*What does he want, suntie ?* she asked,
can't, L can’t !’

*You can't help yourself, If you don’t go down, chiid,
you may regret it,’ said Miss Harriey, *What are you
afraid of ? He knows you're engaged, for he told me so.
Go along downstairs.’

Thus urged, Lucy went down, and John turned as pale
as she was when he saw her, Ie was sitting on the
horse-hair sofa, where she never sat now, partly because
it reminded her of the days when she aud John had
spent so many happy hoonrs side by side on its slippery,
uncompromisingly hard surface, but chiefly becanse she
could mot so well regulate the exact and respectful
distance that she wished observed between herself
and her flancé there as when she took a chair. There
were no demonstrations to fear from John. He did not
20 muuch as offer to shake hands. He had come to tell
tier something. And this was It, briefly told without
the claunses and pauses of the agitated speaker, the in-
terruptions and comments of the listener. Mr Chubb, a
few days before, bad sold his large crop to a firm in
Fenton, a hundred miles away, Ithad been shipped and
had got safely as far as a town mid.way_ betgveen Midford
and Fenton—Fairfield, A strike was imminent, and all
traffic about to be stopped. John was at Fairfield ; bad
found it out; knew tbat Mr Chublb’s crop waa on the
track, and, for love of Lucy, bad at the very last motent
contrived to get ‘every blessed car' seat off safely to
Feuton just before the storm came that had ruined many
shippers and dome greal injury evea to such a powerful
corporation as the Southern and Central,

This was the gist of the interview. But a good deal
beside crept into it, John learned that Lucy still loved
bim, and was sacrificing herself to her father’s  notions.’
Lucy was humiliasted aod delighted at once by this
fresh proof that John was ‘the noblest creature in the
world.' They parted with love and hope both revived.
Lucy thought that her father would be so touched by
John's * splendid conduct ' that he would relent and re-
pay hiw the only coio he would take. Jjohn determined
that he *would make a fight for it,” as he put it in his
own thoughts.

But alas! it was Miss Harriet who was melted, and
sapg Johu's praises, and cried on Lucy’s neck, and
declared that Lucy and John were * made for each other,’
and that it was ‘monstrous to part them.' Mr Chubb
was vastly pleased, delighted, indeed, but he had no idea
of doing anything more than thanking John, which he
did that very nigiht in cordial terms, and with a feeling
that he was behaving handsomely, for he had a pen-and-
ink-phbobia, and never wrote a leiter if he could possibly
get out of it, . i

Perhaps he preferred that way of expressing his sense
of the obligation for other reasons. He koew very
well, now, from both Lucy and Miss Harriet, what
John's feelinga taward Lucy was, and of her affection for
him. Kor one moment he evea thought of *settling *
the matter all over again, and very differently. He
had but & contemptuous opinion of women, Lowever—
their love, their hate, their intellect, their influence and
character generally ; and hesoon convinced himaelf that
it was too late, and that one man was not ooly as good
as another, but better too, in this case. So nothing was
changed. The wedding was to be, or he would know
why, he said sogrily.

Miss Harriet and Lucy were bidden to get ready tor it
and say no more. Mias Harriet and Lucy being what
the French call perfect 'uttons,” leeled unutterable
sppeals, wept, said a great deal bebiad Mr Chubb's back,
o}:’eyzd. And John Deering raged inwardly, protested on
paper, tried to get another interview with Lucy, failed,
sud was checkmated wll arpund for the time being.

On the day before the one fixed for the wedding he
made his last attempt. and it was a8 he was riding slowlv
back to Midford with the heaviest heart in the world
that Mr Lathrop's oew buggy, resplendent with paint
atid varnish, and drawn by a fast trotter, came bowlin
plong en route to Clover Farm, Mr Lathrop was dresse
in his best, aud felt at hisbest. Recognizing John as he
passed by him, he very kindly and delicately pulled a
paper from his pocket and fourished it at him, calling
out :

*See here! License !
if you like. Do !’

Mr Tathrop was uot & man of many impulses, but he
could mot resist the temptation to taunt his rival. And
Jobn would have liked nothiog better than to have

‘Oh, I

You can come to the weddiog

dregped him oat of the buggy and Jaid his own whip
over hia shoulders. All the natural savage in him was
aroused. He was not in a state of nature, though, in
Africa or Cevlon or the Sioux country, where men may
savagely resent batbarous treatient, and though by no
means in & state of grace, he was presently jogging
again toward Midford, and again in these civilised
United States and the nineteenth century, with nothin,

but a red fiush on his face to tell of his range and grief.

‘The day came. The wedding was to be at the farm.
It was to be a quiet affair, only a few neighbours and
friends being invited. It was to be at eleven c'clock
sharp, The knot indissoluble was to be tied by the
Methodist minister of Midford, Mr Carnthers,

Early as were the hours usually kept at Clover Farm,
every member of the family for various reasons wasawake
on that particular morning long before the usual time,
pethaps because uone of them had slept well and some
of them had not closed an eye at all.

Miss Harriet, who as housekeeper had * the repast’ (as
she elegantly termed the wedding collation) very much
on her mind, rose and dressed by lamp-light, peeped into
Lucy’s room, and found the poor girl a very spectacie
for pallor and swollen eyes, and general dishevelled de-
spair, had a final ery with her, returned to her oworoom
and went downstairs with her mother's manuseript cook-
book nnder her arm, and her hands full of silverware.

Lucy got up, and by way of preparing herself to be.
come the wife of Mr Lathrop, got out a villainous and
most unflattering photograph of Johu, and all the letters
and presents, pressed flowers and other sentimental
souvenirs that had come from or were associated with
him, and spent two hours looking at them as well as she
could for her tears.

Mr Chubb, the originator and promoter of this success-
ful matrimonial scheme, was by no meaps as happy as
might have been expected. He, too, had had a bad
night of it, For omne thing, only the evening before he
tad been informed by & neighbour that Mr Lathrop had
been made the attorpey of the Southern and Central by
its astute president.

There could not have been unpleasanter news com-
municated., His son-in-law the representative of that
road ! ‘Fhe thought was intolerable, and worse still he
couldn’t belp it, couldn't help anything ; for, angry as
be was, he felt that it was too late to break off the en-
gagement he had made, though he thought of it for the
first five minutes. He was afraid of public opiniun ; he
was ashamed to ask it of Lucy after his high-handed
course in the matter. And then, for ancther thing, he
had been assailed by a whole host of doubts and fears
now that his point was carried. Lucy had been a good
daughter to him always—kind, affectionate, obedient.
Had he as he phrased and summed up the account be-
tween them *acted square and fair P  Perhaps he was a
little hipped, for as a general thing he was firmly con-
vinced of his own wisdom and was notgiven to admitting
as a mere possibility even that he could be wrong.

It is certain that he was out of aorts, and was up and
dressed before the first auroral flush in the east above the
elms opposite his window announced that the day was at
hand.

Some uneasy influence from the farm must have pene-
trated as far as Midford, for John Deering also had
tumbled and tossed away the night on the creaking and
shackling structure that did duty for a bed at his board-
ing house. What should he do? What conld he do to
Erevcnt Lucy, his Lucy whom he loved, and who ioved

im, from being sacrificed by ‘a brutal father’ to &

‘heast’ of a lover, John thought in strong lunguage,

AT THE VERY DODR HE

and even #o his feelings were so inadequately expresaed
that he got up and walked the floor still thinking,1hink-
ing, and ygroaning aloud, and elinching his fist and
biting his lipa like the heaviest of stage villaing instead
of the worthiest and most simple hearted of men. At
last he came 16 m ¢onclusion, a conclusion so bold and
startling that it almost stunned even bim just at first.
He wonid see Lucy again, He would get her to ¢lope
with him, if there was anvihiong in love or a lover's eto-
quence, sppeals, commands, despairs. This decided
upon, he too arrayed himsell and rushed out of the
house, stumbling over the milkman and his cans at the
door in his eagerness to secure a license (with which he
means to begin the work of spiking the enemy’s guna),
utterly unmindful of the fact that it would be at least
two hours before any office would be open, any official
at his poat.

It was only Mr Lathrop who slept the placid sleep of
the victor untroubled by any doubts, fears, or alarms,

When Miss Harriet had ‘seen to* a dozen things that
were down in her mental memorandum, she gave her-
self up to ten mingtes’ intense study of her Virginian
mother’s receipt for ' Bermondsey punch,’ chio in
hand, seated on the back verandah, She then rose,
and with a purposeful air took her way to the pantry
to put into instant execution the instmctions so clearly
given. Bermondsey punch had always been in her
family. It was a thing that no one who had once tasted
ever forgot., It was natural tbat she should have
thought of it at once when there was a wedding in ques-
tion, even a wedding that she disliked and would bhave
given a great deal to avert. She had a duty 1o saciety
to perform and she meant te do that duty ; but her soft
heart and head were full of troubled, unhappy thoughts
of Lucy and John, and unavailing regrets and wishes—so
full indeed, that she was completely unconscious when
the time came to do as she was biddenand * stir in slowly
one pint of old Bourboen previously mulled® that she had
exactly doubled the quantity of spirit and halved the
quantity of water ordered, by her absent-minded use of
the pint and quart pots at hand. Quite satisfied with
her work, on the coutrary, she carefully covered the
bowl when she had done, set in on the second shell, and
went off to attend to other matters,

Breakfast that morning was a neere mockery of ameal,
and was over in ten minutes, Mr Chubb and Miss Harriet
being alike eager to get over it, and Lucy still in her
Toom,

It was about an hour after thisthat Mr Chubb, who had
beeu prowling over the hounse restlessly ever since he
had come downustairs, wandered aimlessly into the
pantry. He stood there for a moment, looking idly at
the cakes and cream and other toothsome dishes about
him, with the interest that such dainties always arouse
ib & breast that is honest, and conscicus of a capacity 1o
enjoy and digest them at the proper time, and all at
once he spied the punch-bowl above his head. Now it
is a generally conceded and perfectly indisputable fact,
that men have absolutely no curiosity ; so it must have
been that Mr Chubb felt it to be his duty to inform him-
self at once as to what that bowl contained, Atany
rate, he got it down, uncovered it, and examiped it
attentively, Some light was thrown on the subject by
another organ than his eyes, namely, his nose. The
little rings of lemon-peel that floated temptingly on the
surface were agreeably corroborative of the theory sug-
gested by the second sebse, snd a third was called to
Mr Chubb’s aid. He tasted it. It was all that Ber-
mondsey punch was famous for, and more, as we know.
He tasled it again and again. It improved on acquain-

MHET JOHN DHERRING,
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tance, like all really good things. Mr Chnbb got down
a glass and flled it—a cracked glass perhaps, fqr
somebow it had to be filled more than once, and it
could not have becn that Mr Chubb, who was h-bl_tu-
ally temperate, and had voted at s late election
against maloons and the selling of any and all spirits,
could have had much to do with another fact—that it
would not stay filled. When, however, the bowl was re-
placed Gmally, Mr Clhubb's countenance was charmingly
cheerful, and hia heart was glad. Gone was his gloom,
his doubts, hia discontent. A world that bad Hermond-
sey punch in it was the warld for Mr Chubb nﬁgr all, and
he went off to array himsell for the great occasion.,

Mr Chubb was not ordinarily as sensitive a plant as
ihe man who killed himselfl because he was so tired of
dressing and undressing himself; but he must have
found it exbausting work on this occasion, for in about

MR CHUBR TASTED IT.

ten minutes he was back in the pantry, and having ad.
ministered restoratives to himself, was presently so far
refreshed and recruited that he put on his hatand walked
off into the grounds singing an air that he had picked vp
from the minstrels in Midford sonie time before, On he
sauntered and sung, and sung and sanntered, until he
camle Lo a sumer-house, that he kad built for Lucy, at
the foot of the lawn,

Here he turned in, feeling that he would rather sit
down than not, aud here, at the very door, he met—John
Deering,

Jolin was aghast, and stammered out something in-
tended to be an explanation of his being there, and
would have escaped, if he could, but Mr Chubb waould
not have it sv, To come to a place with tue intention of
carrying off a man's daughter, and to be met and carried
off by that daughter's father instead, is certainly a dis-
concerting and extraordinary experience that would con-
found the most accomplished Lovelace for a mioment
and Joln felt himsell taken into custody when Mr Chubh
ran his arm through his and led him back into the
sutritmer-house, where he had been hiding for the last
Balf-hour, waiting for & chance to get speech with Lucy,
sight of Miss Harriet.

' Mr Chubb, sir, I didn’t know—I didn't mean * he
began, and got as red as his own crevat, but was not al-
lowed to get any further,

' Sit down, John, my dear old Joln! I slways liked
vou, John. You are the finest young fellow in the coun-
try—a long ways the finest on the face of the earth.
You are the best friend I've got in the world, Johu.
Saved my crop for me—yes—yon did—I love you, John,
like a son,’' began Mr Chubb, still clutching his arm and
beaming Bermondsey upon him. ‘I've slways loved
you, ever since you were a little boy 'round here riding
the horses to pasture.  Yes, John, there ain't anybody T
care more tor than [ do for you. There ain't anything I
won‘t do for you. Why, you saved my crop, don’t you
konow that? Thousands of dollars!” Thousands of
dollers! Time of that there strike that I wish had of
ruined that railroad,”

John had pever heard of Bermondsey punch ; and
when this speech began he was the most astonished
young man on this continent. But before MrChubb bad
finished, John had inferred the existence of Bermoudsey
punch, as a savent reconstructs a megatherium from a
single bone. arguing backward from effiect to cause. So
he smiled, first to himself, and then st Mr Chubb sooth-
ingly, and replied that he wasn't in the Southern and
Central any longer, and bad never liked the work, still
less his treatwent ns su employee of the roud.

Out Aemed Mr Chuhbb at once, and il words could have
-lestroyed the Southern nod Central, every trace of that
powertul institution would have been swept from the
State at once. But worda couldu't; on the contrary,
the whistie of a train passing at the bottom of Clover
Farm was to be heard that very moument. Mr Chubb
heard it, and raged more furiously. Anod now BMr Lath-
rop cagle in for a share of abuse.

loba, who was getting utterly lmpatient, feeling that

time was getting on, suddenly saw a gleam of light. He
seized Mr Chubb by the coat in his eagernesa, and
begged, implored himn not to let Lathrop marry Lacy. -

* Who says that that scoundrel attorney of the road—
I'l tell you about that, John. Who ssys he's going to
marry my daughter ?* X X

John could ecarcely believe his ears. He trembled like
a leaf in his agitation and desire to turn this mood of
Mr Chubb’s to goad account. He could acarcely get
out

* 0, sir! Mr Chubb, it's to-day. Stop it! Go right
up to the house and stop it! Don’t tet him marry her!
She will be miserable for life! That's the reason. I
don’t ask you to do it because I love her, thongh I do,
with all my heart aud soul; and always will; but it's
because I know she will be miserable with that man—
that scoundrel.’

‘Yes, cold-blooded, white-livered rascal-attorney of
the Southern and Central, I'll tell you about that, Sit
down, John,* agreed Mr Chubb,

'Oh ! no, sir. Dow’t. Don't sit down,” urged John,
seizitlg him by the arm ; ‘go up to the house. Let'sgo
up there together. He sha’n't have Lucy—never!

never I
‘No, mever, Sha'n't have my daunghter. Always
hated him. Hate him like poison. Who says he's

going to marry my daughter? VYou marry her yourself,
John, Comwme along. Marry heryourself. Got my tarm.:
got every bushel of my crop—infernal rates! Sha'n't
have my daughter at all. He’s done took the position of
attorney of the road. Just like him. I'l] tell yon about
that, This is the way of that thing—’

Here Mr Chubb tried again to sit down, and his pur.
pose was again frustrated by John.

* There isn't a minute to lose, sir,’ said he, taking Mr
Chubhb’s arm this time and leading on toward the house.

When nearly thete he said :

* 01 pir; did you mean what vou said ! Will you give
Lucy to me? Icame here to-day to get her, I've got
the license in my pocket this minute. May she be my
wife? Will you give your consent

'Yes, yes, OF course. Take her! Take her! Why
haven't you married her before, John? I never loved a
man tike I do you, John. You've got the best head for
figures, and the besi disposition, and yon are thought
hetter of than any young tan in thiswhole country-side,
and—'

Here they arrived at the steps, and Mr Chubb, apgain
showing symptoms of sitting down on the top one,
Jebn burriedly guided bim to, and deposited bim in, his
favourite arm-chair instead. It was now ten o’clock.
He dashed up stairs and knocked at Lucy’s door. She
opened it. She wasaliready for the sacrifice and logked
a lovely image of woe, $She cried out ‘John,' and fell
back a few steps, This was movement one, Movement
two wasa rush into John's arms, and a piteous outery,
'O don’t let them take me from you I’

Jobn explained how matters stood as soot as he could
take the necessary time, Lucy was smarzed, overjoyed,
not difficult to persuade, .

At balf.past ten several guests and the minister had
arrived. At thirty-one mioutes past Lucy and John
marched into the room, and were married immediately
in front of the horse-hair sofa, Mr Chubb, all beaming
blandness and Bermondsey, beside them ; Miss Harriet,
all tearful delight, opposite ; the compatry much pleased
and excited hy this conclusion of a romance that they
had been interested in for months.

At a (uarter to eleven Mr and Mrs Deering were driv-
ing rapidly into Midford to take a train eastward, and
Mr Lathrop was driving rapidly out to Clover Farm to
take a wife. The two catriages passed each other oun
the turnpike, and as they did 80 Jon thrust out his head
and a hand in which a folded paper was grasped, *See
this ? License! Sorry you couldn’t cowme to the wed-
ding !" he cried, and dashed on,

Lawyer Jathrop caught a glimpse of Lucy. He half
understead, but to make certain drove on tfo the farm,
had a violent scene with Mr Chubb, and got back to
Midford in & hlue-black temper, the only person dissatis-
fied with the result of the cold-punch act.
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OF course the great event of the week has been the
FLORAL VETE

In Poiter's Patdock, Thia{a described elsewhera, Ihave onl

to
chronjcle briefly aome of the dresses.

The ladies in the varipus
vehicles wore smartly and pieturesqualy ﬁownsd in while, piok,
and yellow. Amongst them I noticed Mrs HBews. Mrs Chat-
Geld ‘and daughter. Misses Kissling, Bush. Davy, Holmes.
Dargaville. Crowther, Deversux., Devore. Nation, Griffiths,
Firth, Hesketh itwol,” Heywood, Scllers, Ireland (two), Cave,
Mowhbray, re, 'ercival, Worsp, Whewell, McFarlane,
Thorpe (two), Hay, Thompson (twol, 'l’ilie{). Buckland, Kerr.
Taylor, Mre Greanway, Mrs Gurirﬁ‘ Mrs Dufaur, Mrs Mak
ill, Mrs Muhoooy, Mrs Browning. Mrs Ruck, and Mrs Thorpe.
ra Cowle wore black relioved with pearl grey ; Mrs W. Bloom.-
fleld was mach admired in white: Mrs Dargaville, handsome
black merveitleux, dalnt{ulh.un bonnet of %nle green and cream;
Mrs (Dr.) Knight. fawn ; Mrs Maseeld, rich black silk, becomiu%
little bonnet: Mrs T, W, lers. eau-de-nil gown with full vest ol
darker shade of aflk, Iarge Llack bat with fesLhers: Mise Oxley,
fawn crepon, white hat trimmed with cream ; Mies L' pton. viding
habit; Mias Gorrie also in riding habit ; Mrs Cotter, fawn gown
with black silk bands, iarge sleeves of sapphire blus silk; Mrs G
Graham, handsome mulberry gown; Misg
white, bellotrope hat: Miss “A. Owen. white maslin; Miss
Laird, white and pink : Mra Hudson, handsome black silk :
Mrs E. T. Hart, white wiqua, white to?’ue wimmed with chiffon ;
Mra llouglss, black ; Mra Sharland, white and biack silk ; Mras C.
C. Baker., dark costume; Mrs Crawshaw, black trimmed with
lace; Mry Belf, pretty fawn gown, capa to match, pink blouse;
Misy Otway looked charming in il pure white, white hat with
at.rlng;l:_ Miss ScherfT wag preity in pink blouss, dark akirt, sailor
hat; Miss E. Schertf, white dress. white hat; Miss D, Scherffalso
in white; Misas Macindog. while, pale blue blouse : Miss Edmiatomn,
whito muslin with maize ribbon, bonnet of Mllea of the valley;
Miea N. kdmiston, pale blue muslin; Miss M. Peaoock, fawn:
Miss Cooke, while and black check gown, white hat with
feathers; Ming Winnie Leya, pratiy cream crepon. hat to maich }
Mirs Hudson, forget-me-not blue crepon, large plcture hat of
white and gold straw. white strings ; her siatet was in pink; Miss
Slater looked very dainty in pale bluc : Miss Hesves, riding habit:
Misx Eva Hughea, nenrlﬁra{. black lace hat with bunones of pink
roses; Mra Nelson : Miss Haul tain, black ; Misa Wallace, groy ekirt,
pink blouse: Mrs Cbarles Haines, pale pink gibgham; Mry
Goodall, black relieved with heliotrops; Mrs Prits and Mrs
McKean. black silk: Mrs Hugh Campbell. cream china rill
flowered with Hlac; Mrs Barstow, black: Mrs O'Rorke ivoked
very pretty in grey with corail pink tHimmings; Mrs Lucas
Bloomield, white batiste muslin ; Miwes Bleazard : Miss Wiikeny
and her sistar were almn%gowued in white; Misa Kato Isaacs,
navy fkirt. pink blouse: Mra Theo. Kissling. grey lustre, white
vest: Mrs Kilgeur, fawn; Mrs Lyons, white nauslin, pretty para-
8ol covered with flowers; Misa Bureill looked chic in piok with
bedice veiled in eream ; Mrs Duthie, gren silk, bo atch ;
Mre Goodhue, black : Miss While, nary skirt, white blouse; Mrs
Btevenson (Parneill was much admired in white, bat snd paraspl
ea suife : Mra Jackson. grey tustre, black bonnet ; Mrs Thompson.
black silk; Mre HRathbone, dark skirt. pick blonse; M Pollan,
fuwn ; MraGarnble, riate grey gown, black bonnet ; Mrs Walker (K1
lerslie). black gilk. pink poppiva in bonnet; Misses Atkinaon, pink
and manve. reapoctively; Miss Mair. pale piek; Mies
Alexander, greeh; Mrs Alexander, black ailk; Mra Woodroffe,
reg check: Mise Buckland, navy: Mrs Broughton, Mrs Mase-
¢ld ; Mrs Blair, white; Mise Nicholeon, dark skirt, white blouse ;
Mre O. Baker, grey : Mre Jack Roach. brown holland ; Mrs W,
Bloomdeld. white: Mra (Dr) Bewns, white; Mre MclLanghlan,
black orepon, bonnet teifeved with {ninl rosen . Misa Hol), pink:
Miss Wright, groy check ; Mry Bankhardt, bisck lace; Miss Bank-
hardt, grey luetre, hat relleved with heliotrops Howers; Mise
Churtom, dark akirt, light blouse: and her sister. navy delaine;
Mrs A, Clark, fawn ; Mrs Colbeck lgoked very well in dome blue;
Mi<s Moss-Davia. navy bloe skict, pink biouse: Misa Bybel Davis,
blue holland ; Mrs Colegrove, grey trinimed with brown aillk:
rd Dignan, navy gown, pink veat; Mrs (Colensl) Dawson, green
lusire: Ml Dudley, heliolrope:; Misa Dunneit, green: Miss
Dawd, black with blue vest; Mina Kiliplt, Misa KdmbaLlon, terre
lusire : MraGorrie. black ; Mrs BloomfAsld {Wonona), black s Mrs
Ireland. biack widow's woed: Mi<a (Barton) Ireland, prel'.r pink
ooslume: Misw Hooke, navy: Miss kos and Misa Lafanley,
white vpotted musling: Mra Glimore, fawn ; Mrs Jervia. grey ;
Mrs Gutheridga, gr:s trimmed with brown:; Miss Hesketh.
oanary ; Mra Shipherd {née Miss Hesketh), [awn costuma fhgnred
in blue: Mra Hay, black silk, bonnet relleved with hollotrope:
Mirs Hay, black aod white spotiod gown ; Mlue Howin, black and
whilte; Misa Howard, grey skirl, plok blouss; the Missex

ETR
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Herrold (twol, grey and fawn. respactively : Misa Kissling. Mra
Ledingham. bluck; Miws Lodinghawm. grey with fawn lace: Misa
Maud Martls, navy and white veei: Miss Leighton, grey ;
Mis+ Larking black; Miss Sellers, navy akirt. blue Diouse; atiey
Hathbane, fawn ; Miss Minitt, navy; Mra Wilke, black, and hor
daughter, blue: Mra H. P. Norton, dark grcen trimaed wich
cream lace; Mins Pearce, green ; Miea Percival, white batlete
muslio ; Mre Ware, grey holland ; Miss — Whitelaw, grey; Miss

hi) :arﬁ. canary blouse: Miss — Worap, while serge;: Mrs
X 3

eid, 4 Heed (Koramaramal, fawn ; Mlee Hanke, navy
akire, wiilte blouso; Misa Rita Tale, navy ; Mra Ansenne. fawn;
Mrs Hamner, black; Mrs (Majon (eorge: Miza Edith Tauner,
pretty ilght dreaa ; Mias rmbe. grey check; Mra Owen, navy;
Misses Tisdale, Mreand Miss Uptan, Mra Jamea Ruarsl), royal blue
velvet: and her two daughters looked pretty in sky blue with
white veala; Miss Atklna, ciel hiua crepon,” Uf course ! have
only been abia 0 da a faw who wWere present, &8 the rain mada
migat of the spectators leava very early.

Misa Hiida Worsp ia 10 b married next month, apd I belisve
she is the raclpient of Aomie beautiful presents,

;mri.m'lii." nio Hookes is to be married in February, and will live
at the Thames.

Mr.hll.:s. and Miss Burne leava for a trip to the Old Country in

arch.

A MQUNT ALBERT RIDING PIONIC PARTY

to Nihatopu Falls took place Iast week. {ne of the party drove,
€0 that the pravisions could be carried withaut any trouble. The
roads aver the ranges are still in & very bad condition, owing 10
the wel season we have had, Loncheon was apread ont in sre
McLeod’s gardan, the horses having been tied ln the neighbouring
paddack. ~After luncheon, to which amplie justice was dona, the
party walked through the hush to the falls, which have a very
reat flow of water this year. Amoungwt the party were Mrs Kere-
‘aylor, Mre Gilmore, Miusea Wilks, Ledinghanm, Kerr-Taylor
twor, Sollers, Seccombe, Martin, Wright, Messra Hazard, Kerr-

‘nylor. Glimore, Martin, Colson, ate,

During the laat fine moonlight svenings the Avondsle folk have
‘bean gotting uiz large moonlight riding parties, which bave been
very successtul.

The heavy downpour of rain last Wednesday forced the Remuera
Bowling Club, Manckau Hoad, to postpone their opening of the
green until Wednesday, the Liih, at hall-past threa,

THE OHCILEERTRAL AND CILAMBER CONCRRT

by MrH. Adams' pupils on Monday evening last was a great snc-
oeea, be Charal Hall waa crowded from stage Lo gallery. Mr
Adama conducted most ably, Miss Edith Whitelaw acted as
leader, and Mlsses Fssie Holland and 8. Cruickrhank ae piasistes.
There wera about forty performiers, and the various itams ware
rendered with a vigour and skill thatcharmed the andience. SBome
of the dressea I noled were:—Mm Porter, brown, brown togqua
with bunches of yeilow polyanthuses: M Lusher, black trimmed
with white: Mra Masetield, handsome black brocade; Mrs
Dufaur, black with bandas of sapphire blue veited with black lace
insertion; Mra le, sea green blouse, dark skirk: Mrs T. W.
Leya, black silk trimm with lace, et butteriy bonnet;
Mizs Torrance, pretty ﬁlnt blouse. dark skirt; Mre Bise,
black gown, becoming heliotrope boonet; Misa Biss, white
blouse, Yankee hat; MissSlomun, cream, black bat trimoed
with white ribbon; iss B. Devore looked pretty in & toso
ink crepon blouse, dark skirt; Miss Whitson, pale pink; Mrs
), B, Crulckshank, mourning; Mces Cruickshank, mourning;
Mrs Douglas, shell-pink crepon finished with white lace; Mre
Crawshaw. black. full collar of hetiotrope silk; Mrs Whitelaw,
black gown, cascade of cream siik Maltere lace on bodice ;
Miss Miss B. Whitelaw, very protey for-get-me-not hlue
rhiné piik hlouse, dark ekirt: Mrs (Dr) King, mourning;
Misa Owen, black; Miss Ada Owen. soft white mualin
blouse, dark skirt; Miss Vaile, pale blue frock; Mrs Cox,
brown velvet, brown bononet wilh wreath of pals  yellow
rosga; Mra {Dr.) Knight, forget. me-not blue embossed crepon,
black lace inserted, black merveilleux rilk skirt; her twao litile
daughters looked pretty in pink mauslin ; Mise L. Edmiston, pale
blue blpuse with straps and rosettes of blue ribbon, dark skirt;
Miss N. Edmiston looked dainty ic electric blue, Mirs Hews,
maize-coloured eilk blouse, dark skirt; Mra MHay, white, jet
boonot; Miss Hart. white and pink pongee: Miss Kennedy, helio-
trope ; Misa Hewin, black : Mwss Haxter, black serge skirt, pink
blouse ; &to., ete,

PHAYLLIS BROUNE

WELLINGTON,

DECEMBER b.

Mr and Mrs E. J. Reid and their family leave by the
‘Ioni¢’ next Thursday [or Eogland, where they inlend to make a
protonged visit. The furniture ia to be *auctioned "on Tuesday.
The Government House domestics held their annual pienie at
Lowry Bay Lagt Thursday, o outing which is thoroughly appre-
ciated by all.

DeAR Bux,

TIE TOLO

players should certainly feel flattered by the austained Interest
taken in their pastime by y filasgow and her daughters, who
drive out to the tHeid nearly every Saturday, and often provide
tea in the shed, Last Saturday was no exception ro this rule,
Lady Auxusta driviag her beautifully-roatched pair, which, in
the stylish little phaston, always excitea goneral admiralion.

Glasgow wore a cool summer go wn of blue linun! with lemon
silk vest, small jet bonmet trimmed with wwsllrs: Ladies
Augusta and Alice Bovle wore serge costumes with blouses
and sailor hats; Mrs P, Baldwio wore a light brown iailor
c4 tamve with light vest; Mr and Mrs Baker were alzo
there, and Mre Deddard. who wore a  very becoming
dress of white dtill with colourad blouse; Mres uddla; Mre
Huwier, Miss Cooper, [n white ; Me Alex. Crawford, Mrs Coates,
Mr W. Johnston, Mra Levin, Mise Medley in a brown holiand
costume with blue blouse; Mre Menteath, in Blue crepon with
vest and collar of blue silk shot with dull yellow ; Mre and the
Missea Menzies. Mlos Pearce in blaock erepon: Mr Pearce, Miss
Saltin a bark-brown dress with light ¥est, atraw hat to matoh ;
Misr Skerrott, in & cream serge ooat aod skirt with checked vest ;
her siater io & green coslume ; Mr Alap Scoll, an enthysiast from
Christchurch, snd several others, not forgetting the Maori lady
and geaotlemen. Amon& the players were Messrq Haldwin,
Buckley. Crawfard, Cooper and Capiain Preston. )

On tba linka there were about forty playera prastising, as for a
wonder there was no special match o0 be played. Misser Hell,
Dransfleld, Duncan, Fairehild, Grace, Gore, Hislap, Izard, Morrah,
Williaiog, etc., 0w, were on tha ground, and tea there also
cheered both actors and sudience,

Mise [ee gayve a very

PLEABANT TEA

(0 het girl frlend~ on Saturday, the troussesu beiog on viaw, and
calllog torth general admiration. The tea table waa very prettily
decorated itk white fowers and Indes with ail kinds of dainty
copdiments. Mra Lee wore s handsoma black dress relicved
from eainbrensse by touches of yellow elik and Iace; Miss Lee
wore a black skirt nndxmthy white blouse, ntade with the broad
turned.down collar, and trimmed with luco Insertion; her sistar
ware black with a pink and white blouss. Thers were a great
number of fair gueata present, but I shall only notice & few of
them. Mre Allan wore a stylinh brown tweed contuine wilh black
hat; Miss Bodmln, In & pr.ity fresh costume of ochre-tinted drill
teimmied with lace insertion, and s pale heiiotro blousa ; Mra
Cilmic, w neat twoed coatuine, Iargs black hat trimmed with ux-
quirites rosea; Mlss Halse, gre tweed gown, black hat: Miss K.
Halee toaked well in & Light drill dress with white blouse ; Miea D,
Hayward ware black with sieeves and triimvmings of ¢lecteic blue,
black hat: Mive Hamerton, a pretty holland costumea; Mrs Heston
looked exceedingly well lo & siylluh coiluma of biack and lilac;
Misi Johneton, tnwn t weed with red and white blouas, white hat
with bowa of ved rlbbon ; Miss V. Johnston, in & very chir gown
ot white musllo with butter-coloured fnve ; Miss Lingard looked
charmiog in & pretiy blue blouse embroidered in white, and black
skirt; My Stansfiuld. browo halland with plok blouse; Mias Tox-
wond.' wore a atriped costunme of white and heliotrepe. Iarge biaok
hat; Mlss Wiilia, black with white cambrlo blouse. sailor hat.

Mrn Goro haa retumed (o town, rauch lmipraved 1o health altor

vlult to Napler.

Mnr!hs Friend hae also returoed from Chrieichurch.

{ hear that Miss Liliao Izard witl probably go Home with Mr
and Mre E. J. Reid, bul this (s ouly & rumour.

The ' Liederkranz’buld thelr

TIIRD *AT HOME'

& lew daye ago. The conductress. Madame Merts, atill wields the
baton In able, undisputed authoriiy. and the oty miaked
marked progress towards the higher planas of musiocal cultura,
Miaa Hoss and Mlss Parsons take the leading positions, aad
worthily have they heen so placed. The CounLera of Glasgow
taken a rpecial interest in this Hociety, and attended the " At
Howne® sccompanied by hoe daughters and Captain Preston. Hia
Kxcellency the Governor also extended hls patronage. The staxs
was artistically draped with erimison cortains, forming a boid
backgroand for the graceful srrangement of ferns and palma, and
prominent in the fore rested a silver harp wreathed in gloery, vy
tendrils. Madame Mertz was handsoniely govned in black satin
with berthe of white lace; Miss Ross wore a perfectly fitting dreas
of black merveillaux, the bodice being of prelly piok silk
trimmed with cream lace; Miss Paruons, in & preity and becom.
ing white dreas, with deep frill of lace on the bodice;
her sister wore & simple dress of white, with black sash and
bowsa; Lady Glasgow wore a rich brocaded ﬁuwn, and long opsra
cloak lined with pink and edged with feaLher mmmlndg: L.ad{
Auguela Boyle wore white silk with delicate pompadour il
revers nnd pancl; Lady Dorgthy Boyle. white suibroidered
muslin with lace; Mrs Butt, black brocade and lace; Mimm
Cooper, black velvot. white lace flichu ; Misa Falrchild. black,
pale yellow allk bodice: Miss Hamerton wore a whita gown with
ehitfon ; Misa Pearce, black silk veiled in lace; Mrms Levina, black
glIR, jut trimenings ; Lady Stout, blrck lace dress with jet; Mrs
and Mise Barber, Mrs Courtney. Mrs Castendyke. Miss Drans-
fleid, Misses Gibson, Mra Hume, Miss Kaebie, Mra McGregor, Mrs
Mee, Mrs Parker, Mrg Reid, Mrs Richardson, Mts Ritchie: Misa
Roka, Misy Ross, Mrs S wainson, eto., ole.
rd Patterson’s,
DRAMATIU RECITATION

a

ing was s k The anter ¢ wea in aid of
the Sociery for prevention of cruelty to animals, and the general
interest takem in thid movement was manifested by Lhe large
ntiendance on Wedneaday evening. Mr Palerson himsell is al-
ways good. and always wina warn) applavse. He was in spiendid
form the other night, and his plecesall went with a epivit and zeat
thatcould not fail 1o carry his audience with him, Misa L. Walson
also established her fame as & stivring and ey mpathetic reciier, nnd
Miss Holmes wasg [oudly clapped for her rendering of * The Faith-
ful Lovers. His Kxceéllency the Governor aud Lady Glasgow
were present, and their daughters, Lady Augusta, Lady Allce,
aud Lady Dorothy Boyle, also Major Ell{ott, Others thers were
Miac Burnes. in biack “with bodice of pale blue silic with collar of
cream guipure laee : Miss Douglas, Mr and Migs Duthie, Mr and
Misz Gore, Miks Hnmilmn. l%r and Migs Kirkcaldie, Mlsses
Liddle, Mr Linﬁlr{i and hfs daughters, Mr and Miss Mason,
Misaes Newton, Misses Patterson, Paton, etc., ete. M
EYE

GHRISTCHURGH.

_ DECEMBER 7.
My Tallis Trimnell, of Welllngton, gave
TWO ORGAN RECITALS

Deaxk BEr,

tyread, magenta velvol togue: Misa LUlrich. holland blousa, blue
ecrepon Bkirl, white asilor hat: Miss Hoberts, now black crapon
dress, large b'ack lace hat trimmed with pink carmations and
feathers ete.; Miw O. Webatar, oliva green sorge trimmed wilh
Tud velvel, Iarge black velvet hat with feathers; Mia A, Shand,
styliah tweed, blark hat..

Friday evening Mrs J. M. Ritchis (Ralwraid) guve &

VERY DELIGHTFUL DANCE

for Miea Cupningham (Chrlstchorehl, whe 13 at presont staylng
with her. Heing raca week, there wersa greal 1nany sirangers
R‘menl. especially gentlemen. Some pretty dressed ware worn :3

4 tilchie, in a kandsomne sellow corded sllk daintily trimm
white chitfon; Mrs Davig, white satin covered with black gronae-
diue, beavily trimmed with jet and 1ace : Mrs Kettle, white salin
trimmed with white lace; Mra Neitl, handuoms black brocada ;
Mra Lintotty, rod satin covered with black lave : Miss Cunning-
ham (Chalstchurch), yellow merveilloux with chifon: Mia
Carperon (3cotlandh, pale blus nunm velling, bodlce frillad wiith
chifun ; Mies Faber {Brough and Boucicault Company} elegant
white sstin: Misi Rattray, blue corded silke elgnnlelbau of green
velvet edged with passementerie : Mise (. Hatliray. pale pink
aurah, bodice covered with whita chitfon: Mias Shanhd, sen foam
Evmen surah silk trimmed with green passsmmentecie; Miss

obgter, yellow brocade smartly trimmed with yellow corded
sllk and resl lace; Misa 8. ebater, "°“°"'°ﬁ° surah ailk,
epanleties of black chitfonand jet trimmings; iss A, Cargill,
black lace dress relieved with™ red salin ribbon:; Miss Sise,
g;la Ink eurah. large aleaves of Elmen aerophane ;. Mias

. Sise, stylivsh white brocada; isa  Neill, white msatin
covored willh white lowered net : Miss K. Ulrioh, plum-coloured
velvet; Miss Hardy, deinty biscuit-coloured broché banded
with wide gold briid; Misa K. Handy (Erongh and Houci-
cault Company}. atylish white silk; Mlsa Gibson, while satin
covered with white net and trimmed with pale blus velvat ; Mizs
Wright, gray satln with dainty flchu of cream lace ; Misa Hoberta,
orapnge-coloured png's vnilinf. unigue cpanlettes coversd with
real Honiton lace; Miss M. Raynolds, rose pink pinee silk, Inrge
angel sleeves; Misa Graham, black ealin ;| Miss S. Grahan, whita
striped crepon, white antin rleaves: Miss Harding (Wellinglon}
bandaoine blus corded silk: Miss F. Harding, white striped
muaslin; Misw Roberts, fuls blue corded silk lavishly trimmed
with white gatin and allver braid; Mida C. Reld, pink sutah
8llk, the boaice laviebly triinmed with chitfon: Mis N. Rei
while brocade; Misa H. Macl.ean, apricot corded silk ; Mesara
Ritchie, Miile, f-‘asco. Clowes (Mydney), Stott (Wellington), Hrent,
10¥re, Wabster, Tapley, Harria, Cheeseman. Hunier, liéynolds,
Morris, C. Marris, Sise, Reld. J. lteid, Maitiand, Cutten, F.
Cutien. Gould {Christchurch). Warren (Nupier), Duncan 1 Welling-
tonh, MaoBain {Wellington}, Hodgkina, Wiight, Cameron, Hunter.
MacLean (Chrirtchurch), and & great many othera Loo numerous
to mentlou,

Saturday, the last day of

THE RACES,

the weather wua simply perfect; but nevertheless, not nearly so
many stylinh dressea were worn as on Cutp day. Some I noticed
were Mre Bothemley, whila satin bodice covered with black
chiffon, black satin skirt, stylish bonnet; Mra Johnatone (Ber.

eid,

wickl, white satin veiled with white chiffon and (rimmed
with * jet, amart black togue with white flowera; Mrx
Kettle, navy costuine, biack chi togqua with

b
bunches of rellow cawalips; Mra Brough, dark biue costuine,
white waisttoat; re Sisa. black figured cloth, small floral
bonnet; Miss Buller (Wellingtom, yelow silk covered with

last week. The cathedral was weil filled, the scloists, respec-
tively, being Mescrs March and Reeves. Mr Trimnell gives great
praisze to the argan.

On Thursday afterncon Mry Helnore gave a large

*AT MOME,"

Owing to the glorious weather, it was dlverted from the original
musical inteption into more of en party, though some
gomd music was girven by Meidames Walding, Vernon, Haa-
lam, Burns, Westmacott, Misses Gay, Helmore, Maiet, and
others. Mrs Helmore was gowned in a rich brown satin
with passementerie trimming: Miss Helmore wore B grey
dress shot with mauve; Miss K. Helmore, pink aod white Madras
muslio, ¢hiffon trimmings ; Mrs Pismau, elegant grey silk crepon,
white and gold embroidered bodice, geeF bounet: Mias Reeves,
pale green skirt, scariel biouse veiled in black chiffon, plcture
hat; Mrs Lascelles, covert coating costume, rogue with blne
rogetles; Mrs G. Gould, cool green and white costuine
of alpaca and silk, large whiie and green hat: Mrs
Burns, elegant vieux rose dress trimmed with black chiffon;
Mre Secretan, black ottoman silk gown, Jet bonnet, feather
boa: Mrs Lomax-Smith, pale grey, blue and pink shot silk
bodice; Mrs 3tevens, handsome black coatumie. blue trimmed
bonnet; Miss Campbell, Mrs J. Williamns, Mesdawes Gould, C.
Clark, Mathlas, Brobam, Wynn-Wildams, llenniston, Reeves,
Malety, Scott, Babingion, Burges, Julius. Metson, Mardonald,
Corterill, Siead, Misse: Campbell, Cowlishaw, Beswick, Tothurst,
Willdams. Ayneley, Mashias and others,
At ihe opening of

‘THE BOATING BEASON

on Friday, Mra Lascelles and Miss Aynsley were hostesses, and
ali had a gay tizaoe ug usual, Many visitors were prosent, ae the
day was Hne at last,

AT POTO

on Saturday a good game was witnessed. Mr B. Lane provided
1ea, which was dispensed by Mrs G. Gould. Amongit those pra-
seni were the Hon, Mr And Mrs Parker, Meadames Hall, Cotterill,
Babiogton, Archer. Otterdon, Misses Bald win, Cowlishaw, Gerald,
Palmer, Williame, Friend, Rorald<on, Blakizton, ielleston.

Mise HBthel Atkinzon, nivee of Sir. H. Atkinson, is about to
rettle here, She has jnst retarned, having finished her education
in London and Leipsic as a taacher of musale.

Mrs Bruged hae returned frotn Melbourne and Sydne{.

The Misses Kilgour {Auckland) are staying with Mra Littie
{Fendslton).,

Mrs Marshall {Wanganoui) ia ataying with Mea Rusasll at Salis-

uCF.
%'l]l are delighted at Me Beswick'a slection as Mayor,
a

Brough and Boncicault Company opened to.a splendid
howse on Wednesday.
DoLLY VALE.

" DUNEDIN,

DEAr BEx, DECEMBER 7.

On Weadaesday aflornoon Miss A. Coughtery (Bt.
Clait) gave a very

PLEASANT AFTERNOON TEA.

QOwing to the fearful weather very few girle turned up; in fact, I
mey safely say that nearly all pressot were 8t. Clair paople. The
tea-table waa premlf decorated with roses, amidst ewoets and
caked of the most delicious kind.

The rame day Mrs J. Allen gave a large

LUNCHEON

for the Rev. Haskett Smith at her residence, * Arans,’ For some
rﬂ:l%pnst this gentleman has been leciuring here upon Lha lloly
nd.

ANOTHER LUNCIIEON PARTY

waa glven on Thursday by Mra Farwus (Royal Terrace', au a fare-
well to two brides elect, viz., Miia K umuay und Mise Moodie, who
are 1o be shortly married. Bome of Lhose I rentember present
were Mesdamed Fergus, J. Allen, Finch, sarguod, Camsron, H,
MacNeil, Misies Jamany, Moodie, Fergus, ltut.gurl'orﬂ. oLe,
wdnesday snd Thorsday of this week the

ANNUAL GUILD BALE

for All Saints’ Church debt was held in the Farleh schoolroom.
Between ninety and one hundred pounds wasa inade fur two dayu,
whioh. [ think. conaldering all the aalos that have beon goin,
lately, ls very good. ng4, {abiva s rireifs, recliations, short
plays, sic,, wore given during both evenings.

Op Friday Mias A. Bartloman gsva & small lunchecn party
for Mlss Notlie Ramaay. The Lablo was simply one nse
of roxes. Those Mfowers seen to bo the chisf docora-
tions now. Mixa Barlemsaa wore slectrio blue apotted nioth,
black werge skirt; Miuwe ELumaiay, black sorge juckel and akirt.,
small white aallor hat; Misw C. Hmnur alio wore black jarhol
aud skirt with sailor hat; Miss R, Nell), atylish fawn checked

of whita d muslin, large black hat with yellow
roses ; Mise Mills. grey checked tweed, black Jace hat ; Miss Cun-
ningham_(Chrigichurch), strawberry sllk bodice covered with
biack chiffon, black crepon skirt and cape. small black Loque
trimmed with green shot ribbon ; Misa Faber (Brough and Houci-
cauli Companyi, aryliab biack ctepon, ostrich feather boa, latae
black lace hal with bunchea of pink poppies: Miss Templ:
(Brough and_ Bowcicault Company), [awn coatumo, sailor hai;
Miaa Bise, white pique, smail white sailor hat: Miw \Webstcr,
biue chene silk blouse. black crepon skivt and cape, dainty forai
loque; Mise K, Stephenson, yellow flowered silk, large black Juce
hat; Miss Hardy. grey checked silk blouse, bluck chip hat; Miax
K. Hardy (Hrough and Bouclcault Companyi, yellow silk blouse
trimmed with black insertion, railor hat,

AILEEN.

PICTON.
Drar Bex, DEcEMDER 3.
The Preaby torians organleed a very successful

TEA MEETING

for Wodnesday, which was, as uaual, largely supported by real-
dents of the town, who are all apprecialive of the pariioplar
Fresbytorian brew. The ladies preslding ah Lhe tables %erc

esdames Smith, Lloyd, Oxlay, Pesk (two), HmKE' atce., and
Misses Allsworth, {threal, 3mith (threel, Fuller (two),
McCormack itwa), ete. Among the crowd present | noticed the
Revs, Allsworth, J{obh, and McKenzie (Nelson), Mrs Atlsworth,
Mrand Mra Mclityra, Mesdames Allen, Seely. Younger. McNell,
H. Godfrey, Miles, etc., ete, Luring the evening some capiial
apeeches were made, the Rev, Mokenzie endiog np an amus-ing
aad insiructive speech by hoping that 1he Pieton ladles might be
jong ‘kippored' to dispense tea and earn the meedful for the
Praqbymrinn church. Soma preity anthems ware sunyg, Mz
MeXub, Mea Atkinson, and Miss Eyvea asslating the choir, Tne
stloista wera Miss Smith. ' Ring cut dweet Balls': M Atkinson,
*Woen Sparrows Huild*; and a duet, ' Tired,' by Miss Maggie
Lloyd and Mr Jumes, which weare all wall nndm.i_

THE REANING ROCIETY

met io the Institute on Friday, where Mr Howard gnve a short
dleynisition on the life nnd character of Iamy, and read the BHARY
0n " Hoost Pig’ Anpinstructive and mmusing evening was spent.
those present being 1tev. A. H. and Mrs Sedgwick, Mr and Mrs
Melntyre, Mrand Mes C. C. Howard, Mrs and Misa Nora Alien,
Mra and Miss A. Sveiy, Mruand Miss K. Seyinonr, Mra Macshane,
Mra Spced, Misses Jackson, Hay, Balfour. Millinglen, Jiulh
Seoly, Captain Cuminings and Master C, Seely.

TIHE CRICKET MATCH,

ﬁrla v. boys, eveniuated on Friday after saveral
ardly anyone knew that the much-talked-of sfair was to * come
off " there and then, There were no nmpires. and no rofurees, sg
of course lhe ' broomsdticks "—gond big solid shellali-looking ar-
rangeamunts—won by over a hutilred runs. 'Vhers was oo afier.
noon tea ¢lther, very few sp L and no ex. . T3 pro.
toss, and no nothimf. R0 it hos 10 be played over agnin when Mr
Rutherford returns fee.n Chrlstehuareh.
A more interesting

tponements,

CRICKET MATCH

whs piayed on Saturday between the Wairsn and Koromlko
Clubs, which rosuited in a win for Lthe Wairau's, Mr Urawshaw
{Wairau) waa the herc of the occarion, slaying in for a wlols
inninga, and cart:ing oub hiu but atiho end. ﬁ‘he BCOTIiNG_ WAS
very poor. but the Walrau's fielding was perfect. and the Koro-
wiko men had litlle chanve against ~ach nimblo opponents. A
now bowler (Mr Scol!) appearsd on 1ho Held. who j8 experted to
|‘ ‘o the Waitohi's m trundiing when they aod the Wairau's meet
jater on.

Mrand Mces Ruthecford and Mles Spoed loft Inst Thursday lo
drive overland 1o Chrletehurch. Wich Lhe lovely sunvner wonther
whioh hay at last eet in, slation lile, and Christchurch gaisilen,
they sre sure o have & good Linse,

‘The Picton Masens arescndlay ont invitations for a grand ronlal
15 be held on the 20ih of Decomber Lo cclubraty the insallation of
the new Worhiptul Mastor.

The Misses Ureensill have lwaned invitations for a large afier-
B00n Loa and tennls on Wolosddey.

JEAN.

NELSON.

DEAg BHE,
Lnet Thuraday the

NELSON AURISULTUMAL HHOW
wia held in Jtichmond Park, and proved on immense suceow, It

" Iecavigr 4,
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wan s beautifol day. and so crowds went out from town, and the
grounds were gay with protty spring coatumes and well-d
waomen. The Shoew was opened by the Premier, wha, asoom-
E:nicd by Mrs Baddon, only arrived In Nalvon that morning. Mrea
Heddon was gownsd in ‘black. with becoming bonnet; Mra
Trask. pretly crepen wn with mauovs ailk and jet om
the cofrage, bonfel ¢n auiféi Mim Trask, becoming grey
allk  blou+e, black ekirt, large picture hat:; Mra unny,
black crepon with white satin yoke veiled with black atri
liase. black hat with yellow flowera ; Mra ltobinson, Mrs Pite. Mre
Wabb-Howen, Mra I'reshuw, Mew Hoborta, black silk with coreage
of Aowered satin And lace, becoming toque ; Mrs Thornton, white
coatums, Railor hat; Mra Burnes, green cloth gown. atylish toque
at forgat-me-notR; Mra Mackay, grey cloth gown, preity jet
bornnet: Mra T. Glasgow, pratty blue drill eoatnma, sailor hati
Mru Parcy Adama, black ¢ctepon with eilk sand jet, dainty BLH
Mrs J. picture hat; ™
Coatobadle, Molas, Mra [tf, Mra Hrowning, fawn
drill with pratty bright red ailk blonsa, aallor hat; Mm
Glasgow, black ocodtume, jet bononet; Misees Glasgow (twol,
ming serge codtumed, wallor hata; Miss Pitt,  serge
gown, black pirture hat with forget-me-pota;: Miss J. Pitt,
Rarge win, sailor hat: Missea Foll {twol. black serge costumes,
lipfhh blouses, sailor hats; Mise Saaly, pratty black fgured gown
with acru lsce soke, becoming toyue; Mies Hroad. black serge
gown with white crepon silk blauge, hlack hat with pink roses
and shat ribbon ; Mlse Armatrong (Maaterton), stylirh gre:
#own with checked waisteoat, eailor hat; Miss Webl
greuy croamy wown. acylich yallow straw toque;: Misa
lack ¢crepon with red moire silk yoke and jet banda, black hat

with touth of red; Miva Wood, fawn tweed, with
Htriped ecrepom eilk blouse, becoming hat witl glnk TDAEE |
Mies Mackay. pretty gown of pink drlll with black lace,

lary black picture hat; Misse Huddleaton, Miss Hunter-Brown
Inoked exiremely well in & atylinh coalume of grey with white
silk, becoming picture hat; iise3 Preshaw (twol, black skirts,
while blauses, sailor hata; Misa Hayner, Misses Duft {twa), Miss
Pike, Miss Haxtom, Miss Moore. becoming black wn with
sleeves and yoke of white veiled with black lace, large black hat
with liliea of the valley: Mra Booth wore one of the prettiest
Rowne ou tha ground, it was of palest green with corsngs of hand-
rome gu.broidery, bacomlng greon ard gold boonet: Mrs Douglaa,
dark green coatume with toque of violeta: Miss Macdonald, hol.
land costume, asilor bat: Messrs Tragk. Glasgow (two), J. Sharp,
R. Kingdon, Scaife, Oldham, Wither, Pitt, Lunno, Bornes, Moles-
warlh, Saxton, ete,

On Saturday afterncon, afier s number of wet ones, we were at
laat favoured with a lloe Seturday, and the Brook Club took that
opportunity of opesnlog their pretiv

TENKNIS COURTS

for the first time this reason. They havenow six courts, and all
are loaking ro beautifully green and well kept, and were spon
bright with enorgetic players. e liope yot to see the champion-
rhip tennis mesting held in Nelson on the Brook Club Courts, and
it would be a great incentive to Nel<on players. During theafter-
noon deliciois tea and dainty cakes were kindly dispensad by Miss
{ireen, and much appreciated by the number of onlookers, as well
as Lhe thiraty players. Mirs Green wora a cool cream gown, and
small white hat; Mrs Roberts, exceedingly pretty and stylish gown
af fine grey crepon with pale blue chiffon and silver passementerie,
dainty toqne of Pink roses and shot ribbon : Mrs Glasgow,
handsame black eilk and jet gown, small jet bonnet: Mrs Pickal
(Sydney), pale groen costume, and ainalt togue ; Mrs Bunny, black
cropon akict and cape with jet, white silk blouss, burnt straw
toque wilh blue cornflowerd; Mrs Tomlinson, biack striped
r:nadine, black bonnet ; Mre Preshaw, flowered delsine, black
nnet with biue cornflowers: Mra A. Guasgow, black crepon,
fioral toque of forget-me.notd: Mes Jackeon, Mrs Oreen, lﬁrzy
Hobden. Mra Townsend, Mra Burnes, black skirt, white biouse,
eailor hat; Mrs Macquarie, black, fawn bonnet: Mrs Clark, red,
black hat with blue fowers: Mre Webb-Bowen, Miss Watt,
pretty green blouse, becoming togue: Miss Gribben, black crepon
with yoke and full sleeves of silk and jet, fioral togue of violets;
Minres Glasgow {two), rerge codtumes, pailor hate; Mies B »
black and white costume, picture hat: Mise Pitt, serge costuma
black aailor hat with forget-me-nots: Mias Jackson, cream gown,
black festher hat: Misses Foll (twol, derk skirts, light biouses,
sailot hats; Misa Leggath, Misees Prerbaw (two), blouses and
skirts; Misa V. Lacry, drill vostume, large white hat with
towers: Mies Edwards. checked green and white gown, coraage
of ahat eilk,becomiog toque ; Miskes Leger (twol.black cosiumes ;
Miss Webb-Bowen, tawn gown with blue yoke veiled with ecrn
lace, black hat with bloe fHowers: Miss Tomlinson, white
coaLome, Aaitor hat: Miss Evans, black akirt, pale pink muslin
bloure, eailor hat; Messre Macquaria, Clark. Green. Levien,

Raobison, Bell, Glaegow, Washbourne, Gilbert, Pitt, Duncan, and
many others,

Next Saturdar, if the weather permits, the Nelaon Lawn Tennis
Club open their new coarts up the i 0~
vided by Mra Mackay, and Mlsses Huddlestone and K. Fell, I
hal-hr‘r.he courta are looking well, 8o doubtiess a number of playera
will turo up.

PHYLLIS

AT Wellipgton,

the eugage-

ment of Miss

Ada Gladys Rae,

- daughter of Mr H.

not,merchatnt, hasbeen announced,

ORANCE BLOSSOMS.

——
MR RUDD TO MISS WOODS,

N November 25th at the residence of the bride's

O parents, ‘ Linowood,” Remuera, & very pretty

wedding was solemnised by the Rev, Mr McNicoll

—Geo. W. Rudd. of the Postal Ilepartment, formerly of

Christchurch, to Lizzie, youngest daughter of Mr S,
Wooils,

Tur bride looked very pretty in white Liberty silk
trimmed artistically with rich lace and feathers, and
wreath of orange hlossoms and flowing veil; she also
wore 8 handsome diauiond and pearl brooch, the gift of
the bridegroomn,

HER sister, Miss Nellie Woods, as bridesmaid, wore a
dainty frock of white spotted muslig frimmed with silk
and viclets; also a pretty amethyst brooch (the gift of
the bridegroom), and carried a fairy basket of choice
floweraand ferns, Mr Cyril Harris acted as groomsman,

The bride’s mother, Mrs Woods, wore & handeoms gown of

. self-contained, and very independent.
the form of restraint is most objectionable to you; |

Richardson Rae, to Mr A. E, Ker-

black silk tastefully finished with jet and white chiffon: Mre
Wonda, junr.. black silk trimmed wiith black and while b ed
velvet: Mras McNlooll, lawn, brown lace and ailk. jet bonnel with
ellaw primmroaes; Mra W. Qlttos, black costume. pretly
ot mnd lilac bonpet; kol al
Jmdfan shawi: Mra . Bad
bannet; Mrs Klis, black asting
costama, white Lrimmings, old gold bonnei: Mre WY,
black and white gown, jet bonpet relieved with ‘rlnk heather |
Mm_Basire. pink Justre. preity bonnet of pink and green: Miss
MeXNleoll looked charming in & shot tweed trimmed with shaded
hlue silk, stylish fawn hat to match; Mise Hunier. fawn abok
wilk. brown bonnet; Misa Hewson, dainty blue mualin, white
hat: BMisa Lew, pretty combipation of cream and canary: Miss
Collin, eoft pink mudlln. while hat; Misa Fiemiog. handéoms
greet tweed, and tastafu] whils bal

AFTER the ceremony the bridal party were photo
graphed on the lawn, after which delightful afternoon
tea was partaken of. The presents were both numercus
aud costly, including s token of esteem from Mr Rndd’s
fellow officers of the Postal Department, and many
mementoes from the Southern towns. Later in the
afternoon Mr and Mrs Rudd left for Maraictai amid
showers of rice and good wishes, the bride travelling in
8 stylish costume of fawn tweed, brown and heliotrope
hat.

GRAPHOLOGY OR PEN PORTRAITS.

ANY reader of the NEw ZEALAND GRAPHIC can have
his or her character sketched by sending a specimen of
handwriting with signature or nom de plume to

MADAME MARCELLA,
*GraPHIC® OFFICE, AUCELAND.

The conpan appearing on the last page of cover of the

GRAPEIC and twenty-four penny stamps must accom-
pany each letter,

KATHLEER McDonaLp.—If your specimen be your
usnal hand writing yon have a strong, clever, and original
character. Your mind Is c¢lear and vigorous, and you
possess great powers of penetration and intuition. Yoar
will is firm and resolute ; you form your own opinions
and maintain them steadfastly, You are self-reliant,
Anything in

nevertheless you will yield to loving influence so
long as the rule be a gentle cne. Vour affections are
unusually warm, but yon bestow them ooly on a few,
and even they scarcely realise how deeply and unsel-
fishly you.can love or of what passionate devotion
you are capable for you are exceedingly reserved,
and if you desire to do so, you are capable of rendering
yourself inscrutable. ¥ou bave little ambition, and still
less vanity, although you have a large share of pride.
Your judgment is good, but critical, and inclined to be
rather severe, Your temper is very quick, but entirely
under control. —MARCELLA.

*Kilty B.*—VYou are exceedingly amiable and sweet-
tempered, truthfully sincere, and very affectionate ; but
as I have to repeatl o0 often to iny correspondents, you
are tuch too sensitive, and as you have only & moderate
share of self-confidence, and a large amount of pride, I
fear this must often cause you discomfort and mental
suffering. Vou are generous and kind, quick in
thought and feeling, with a lively imagination and
much versatility ; Dbut lenient in your judgment of
others.  Your will is not very forcible, and you are
susceptible of and easily influenced by public
opinion. You are energetic when interested, but per-
severing effort i3 deficient, and this will be a bar
to success, althouwgh you have s desire to excel,
and are by no means witbout ambition. Youhave much
prudence and caution, and, if yvou are convinced of the

necessity for doiug so, you can practise ¢conotny admir- -~

ably, —MARCELLA. :

FITZGERALD'S CIRCUS.
AFTER & season of seven nights and three matinees in
Auckland Messrs Fitzgerald drew the pegs of their huge
tent and departed with their whole caravan for the
South. From every point of view the season must be

pronounced a success. Finaucially the genial pro-

prietors have very good reasons for satisfaction, The
houses were packed at everyperforwance day and night,
and the gentlemen from the National Bank, whose duty
led them to be in attendance every evening, must have
found their task of carrying away the ' filihy lucre ’ no
sinecure. For rather more than a week that part of
Custom-street adjacent to the flour mills which is usually
pervaded by the severest tone of commercialisin, was
given over to frivolity, and became the henut of the
small boy. The roar of the lion sod the snarl of the
tiger rose above the whir of the wheels, and ronsed the
intensest excitement in the juvenile breast.

Froul the point of view of the audience also the show
left mothiog to be desired. The quantity was generous,
and the quality much higher and more seusational than
Aucklancders have been lately accustomed to, The great
feature of the entertainment was unquestiobably the
diving of Professor Peart. From a small stage at the
top of the tent—probably forty or fifty feet up—he
plunges ioto a tank eight feet acroas and six feet
deep. The apparent eomfidence and ense with which
this astopishing feat is performed tend to diminish
in the minds of the audience the real risk of the
performance.  Hrom s height of fifty feet an
ohject eight feet across does not appesr » very large
target, but when it is remembered that the target has 1o
be hit, with the alternative of instant death in the event
of failure, once, and sometimes twice a day, an idea
will be formed of the perve or Jack of acaosibility

essential to the achievement of se perilons a bosi-
ness.  Mdlle. Adelina Antonio’s double backward
somersanlt from the trapeze is risky eoough, but com-
pared with Peart’s performance it is like having break-
fast in bed. This lady also throws a triple somersanit
from a swinging trapeze, but her most graceful acts are
done on a siogle rope, aud are of such & pature that a
description of them wonld read like the impossible.
Scarcely less wonderful than eitber Mdlle or the Profes-
sor are the brothers Scelair, or the Demon and the Croco-
dile. The extraordinary contortions of thess two would
lead ote to suppose that they were either entirely bone-
less, or else provided with whale-bone. The Crocodile
writhes about like a hideous green slug, while the
Demon, alter crawling backwards through his own arms,
and turning himself generally inside out, ends up by
batancing the whole weight of his body on a bar of iron
held between his teeth. In some ways the maost
remarkable feature of the show is the ‘talking® horse
Mahomet, Whatever be the method by which the horse
is made 10 answer yes ot no and to do sums correctly,
the exhibition at least speaka of long patience on the
part of the trainer, and miracnlous sagacity on that of
the horse, Therest of the entertainment ison anequally
high level. Theacrobatic featsand theriding by men and
boys are excellent, but as these are the stock acts ot a
circus, they usnally attract less notice than they deserve.

We hope and bave little fear that Messrs Fitzgerald
will meet with equal success in the other New Zealand
cities, and if go it will be no more than their entetprise
deserves.

CLAD TO SEE HIM.

AN American politician, commenting on the fact that in
America a mean is always expected to get up and say
something on a public occasion, adds: * But the silent
men win,” This is not always the case, but it ia a fact
that many a man of worth and mettie hates o be * ever-
more talking.*

It is said that Vor Moltke was ‘silent in seven lan.
guages.” Before the opening of a striking campaign he
was walking the streets with head depressed when some
busybody approached him, determined to extort from
him a word in regard to current events. :

‘How are matters coming on, general I Le asked.

* Well,’” said the general, * my cabbages are coming on
very well, but my potatoes want rain,’

It is a popular mistake that famous men like no topic
of cotiversation so well as that of theit own tenown.
Not long ago a celebrated novelist was the guoest of
honour at a brilliant reception, He had heard the
praises of his own work until anyone but a conceited
man would have been faint and weary, but he had borne
up bravely through it all. Finally a timid man was pre-
sented to him, who said with an apologetic air :

‘I'm ashamed to confess it, but [ haven't read one of
youy books.*

The novelist bent forward, a look of relief and joy
irradiating his face. He placed both hands on the
newcomer's shoulders,

*My dear fellow,’ he said, with a warmth he had not
shown hefore, even to those of high degree. ‘I aw glad
to see you !”

Trrie: ' What are the wild waves saying ¥

WiLLIg: 'Cen’t hear them,

The bathiog soits are
too lond.’

TOD MUCH NDISE,

EvVERY effect has & cause, if only we have the wit 1o see
it. Patrick had a five chaoce at two partridges, He
fired aod missed.
' Now, now,’ said James, * you've sbot nayther of thim,’
‘Well, how could I,’ said Patrick. ‘ whin the report of
the guo frightened *em both away ?'
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_'MINING NEWS.

HERE haet beon & decided opward
tendency in vatuea of mining stock

this week, and eteady buying has been done
in raspect to higher-pricad shares in mines
that are in the gold. The maat remarkable
advance has been made in Kapai- Vermont,
which, alter falling an law a8 7 9d one
day, eabrequently advanced to 12s¢ 6d,
and then receded to abant 1ks. Thae
payment by the Waihi Company of
£16,000 in the shape al dividends a week
batore Christmas ehau!d slzo tend ta con-
vinca inveators that large bodies of low-
grades ore when systematically worked are
mora to be derired than pockete of rich
mpecimens that are egon warked out.
Protably to this way be sttributed the
tact that attentions of speculators is now
turning once more to the Upper Thames
minas, and for the last dsy or two there has
becn & marked incresee in the number of
buyera for those stocks.  Waihi-Silvertons
have registered s dietinct advance, sales
taking place as high as 533 wheresa a
week or two hack a parcel changed hands
a3i low as 309s. Aeccounts from chis mine
continge of & very encoucraging nature,
end the reault of the cruekiog with the new
plant early next year will be awaited with
interest, though of cooree the firet vun of
the mill can acarcely be looked apon as a
fair eriterion to go by. Althongh prices ot
stock all ronad continve low aa compared
with thoee ruling a month or six weeks ago,
atill & better feeling prevaile, holdern
baving apparently lost that feverish derire
to clear out at any price. Bunker's Hill
has not yet got Leppe’s reef, and apparently
speculators wre beginning to realice that
there is no reason why a foue-acre patch ab
Caromandel ehould depress the whole
market. One good effoct of the recent de-
preevion in the mining market ia that new
companies are not now being rushed on the
market, as the majority of investors, haviog
quita enough serip on band, are not eager to
gointo new ventores. Atthe Warden’aoffice,
the clerke inetead of having hardly eoffi-
elent time to receive money and applica-
tions, now have to pay & good deal of

tnoney every day for withdrawls. While
the rosh was on, money could be
got lor enything that was offered,

but now the very best property would
require conziderable influence to Hoat it.
This i not to be regretted, as already
enough propertioa have besn flosted 1o
neceesitate considerable expendituye if the
rhareholders intend to develop them. The
boom on the 8ydney Fxchange ehould aleo
tend to have a benelicial result on the
Incal market, for contidence iz catching.
Twa Exnglish panies have d
operations thia week at Coromandsl to de-
velop the Preece's Point property and
the Kathleen, At Waihi and Waite.
kauri the Home Companies are now giving
employment to some hundreds of men, no

- time being loet in getting to work to apen

op the mines and erect svitable crushing
plunt.

Altogether there (8 & more healthy tone
this week pervading mining circles, and
there is every vreason to believe that nfter
the holiday season the Exchange will open
to briek bueineee.

MINING NOTES.

TRANSFER OF SCRIP.

The Legal and Finance Committee of the
Chamber of Mines renor-ed this week
having conferred with Mr Lennox, Chair-
tnan of the Brakers' Assgciation, relative to
serip being affixed to transfers. The Com-
mittea were of opinion that scrip rhould be
iasued in all cases, and chat steps be taken
o mecure thia being done. The Chairman
smid the matter had better be deferred, an
the Brokera' Assoclation proposed to hold
a mesting to consider the matter.

THAMES.

GOLDEN OPFORTUNITY,

At » meeting of shargholders in this
claim. it wan decided this week to form &
ag-llability company with a capital of
£6,000 divided Into 60,000 sharss of 2s
asach, nil paid up, My W. H. Chusrton was
appuinted legal managar i Measta Spencer,
Von Stormar, R. 0. Yoong, It. Kerrp, M.
Nioceol and J. D. Conunnily, directors ; tha
Bank of New Zealand, bankers; Mr A, E.
Whiteker, solicitor ; and Mr 4. H. Taylar
auditor o the company, The promarty la
situsted st Tarsra, with an wroa of 27 acres.

NEW MOANATAIARIL.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The 1 ing ol the eh
in thin Company was held this week in Mr
F. A. White'a office, when Mr C C. Me-
Millan presided. Thea report of the diree-
tora stated that the omtput of gold had
baen salightly loss than that of the
previoua year, and the expenditure had
been considerably ineveased by the work of
developing the 150 feet level, which wan
now well opened up, and the wmine
manager Wwsas very sangutne that the
outlay would be repaid, as it was new
ground in s good locality. As 'h:::ci

hold.

highly mineralirad. It is atatsd that there
is every appsarance of this claim being an
excellsnt one.

KUADTUNU.
EAPALVERMONT G M. COMPANY,

Tha nsecond annoal mesting of share-
holders in the abave Company took place
on Thareday at Bydney. T'he report of the
dirsctors is aa follows: — From tha time
wo startad crushing ta the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1,941 tona af ora have bean treated, for
a return of £3,761 183 bd —equal to £6 0a
7d per ton. Your directnra have great
pleasure in stating that the cost of the

hinery has been defrayed out of pro.

holdera wera aware, the direet
ofierad the propsrty in London on the
following terma:;—£I151,000 in 150,000
sharea of 208 each, working capital
£25.000, present sharehalders to rTeceive
£5%000 paid up sharer. This rcheme had

been moditied, as the Englirh peopls con-

sidered that if einking was required the
eapital £25.000 would not ba suifielent,
and they asked that an extra £50,000 be
reserved for future development, The
shareholders would be asked to confirm the
action of tha directorsa in thia respect.
Receipta: Bv gold, £5891 le; from
tribntera, £172 4a Td; by crushings,
£1,046 11a 8d; by male of boilera. £110;
balance (hank overdraft), £1,612 10a 9d:
toral, £8 532 82,  Expenditure : By debit,
October 31let, 1894, £134 181 5d ; wnees at
mine, £4,297 91 6 ; do. battery, £1,055 3a ;
mine and battery expenses, £1,904 5a 2d ;
drainace and license fees, £3868 I1ls 11d;
purchasa of foreshore, £130; due rundry
ereditors, 3let October, 1884, £503 19+ 54 ;
total, £8,532 8s 11d. The debit balance on
the working of the mine wans £1.410 33 8d.
The reports were adopzed, and the retiring
direcrors wore re-olected.

At an extraordinary general meeting of
rhereholders held szheequent to the annual
meeting it wae resolved, * That the share-
halders contirm the action of the diractors
in disposing of bthe preperty on the termas
submitted.’ .

RANGATIRA.

The drive in thie mine ia passing through
o ecapital clams of sandetone interspersed
with nice coppery mineral, and flinty veina
croseing the courre of the lode, both good
indieations.

COROMANDEL.

NIL DESPERANDUM.

The work of devaloping thia mine at
Tairua ie ateadily proceeding, and the re-
enlte will be awaited wich intereat, as this
wae the tiret property placed on the market
from that district. The reef has now
widened out to 27ft, and at present there in
still no sign of the foot wall, The reef
carries a little pold right throwgh of a
coaree natore. The lode has alee been
picked up on the surface 1,000 feet to the
north of the No. 3 tunnel, This ore also
shows good dish prospects,

WATHI,

WAIHI-SILVERTON.

Sharea in this mine have mot with
steady rale throoghoot the week at from
50a to 54, A starb has been made to drive
on the new reof that wae discovered a
fortnight ago. The manager reports :—
*The lode in both faces looks well, and tha
fair asray value of the quariz brnken out
frum these two drives s £0 i0s per ton,
‘The total atore to grasa is 441 tons,

QUEEN OF WAIHL

Thia mine adjoins tho Silvertan, and
shares have tirmed in price latterly. Ata
meoting of ahareholdera held this week the
Chairman, Mr A. Kidd, exp'ained that the
directars had arranged to acguire the Maid
of Honour ground which adjoined for
20,000 of the reaerve shares Thir would
make the Queen of W ares about 200
acrea, ‘On the Chairman’s motion it wus re.
entved that the directora be anthorired to
sell the property of the Company on such
terme as they may deem fit. Mr Kidd ex-
plained that vnder the mwoposed tarma
shareholders would receive share for shara
in the English Company.

KING OF WAIHL

Ciood reports are received regarding this
mine, which is amongst Lhe properties fakan
up recontly. While cutting away for the
level rowe quartz which cames away from
the cap of the reef was found. Vaery fair
dish prospects were obtrined from seversal
places slong the resl. Nice colaurs of gold
were gat by pounding the quartz up. The
new reel is about 12 feet wide.

FLOWER OF WAIHIL

The outerop of & large reef has bean found
on this ground.

EL DORADO.

The outcrop in this mine shows s width
of 1360 with the strike running north-wert
and south-east. The country han the
praper oolour, and the stons sppesrs to be

- for the cyanids process,

eeadd of the gold, and that 2a per share hes
been returned to the B shareholders, and
that the distinction between tha two classse
of tharea has now been remeved. A ressrve
fund haa been created, and 5§ per cent of
the valus of the gold won has been placed
in the bank to the credit of a truat account.
From ths present sonth face, measuring
nlong the lins of veel. we have naarly 1,000
feat of the roef still ontouched, and the
nnderlia of the reel will go to & depth of
thousands of feset before it lenves rhe
Kapai Vermont ground. The balance-
shoet showed a balance on profit and lors
account on the eredit ride, of £1,367 6e
14 up to Septomber 30cth. Amonget tha
iteman of expenditure are: Wawves, £3.40]
11a 11d ; stores, £381 [8:; foel, £451 2a
6d ; directors’ fees, £225; apecinl grant to
Chnivman for services rendered, £52 10a;
travelling expenses Anckland £56 Ya 6d;
do, Sydary, £55 17a 6d ; stationery, £51
8n 6d ; lagal management Sydney and New
Zoalapd, £200 g4 3 logal and travelling ex-
penser in connaction nith managemant, £40
in 11d; sundry exponses, including audit
feee, cablea, raports, areay fooe, etc, £167
192 7d. In the ag=ata the mine was placed
at £17,900, and plaat, less 5 per cent, de-
preciation, £3.746. The rrust mccount
being 5 per cent of value of pold won, was
atated to he £488 Oa 3d,and the rotal aasete,
£24,448 138 5d.

MAOLL DREAM.

At a meeting of ahareholderz in the above
Company, hald this wesk a resolniion was
paseed authorising the directora to dispose
of tha Company's mine and proparty on
such terme as they may consider expedient.
The directors wero alao ampowered to
#xecute all deads and docaments neceesary
to complete any sale.

GOLDEN ANCHOR.

"The amalgamation of the Golden Anchor,
Surploe, and Jessica mines at Kunotonn is
now practically completed, and the work of
developing the united property will now be
proceeded with. At anexrranrdibary meet-
ing of sharehalders in the Golden Anchor
Company held this week the ehairman, Mr
M. Niceol, explained that it waa requisite to
increane the eapital of the Company in
order b0 acquire the surplus ground for
10.000 shargs, and the Jeseica property for
60,000, Tt waa agreed that the capital of
the Cowmpany be increased to £15,000 by
the treation of 40,000 shares at 23 each, nil
paid up. Resolutions were also passed
authorising the directors to acquire on the
terma @tated, the surplus ground and the
Jeseica mine, Tha Chairman explained
that with the Jessica property they wonld
got about £900 cash held by that Company.

NORENA,

At a8 mostineg of holders of syndicate
shares in this mine held daring the week,
the chairman. Mr H. Broett, explained that
the ground fosted was 50 scres, but ar.
rangementa had been mado to escurs 30
acrea adjoining for thres of the reeervel
syndicate shares, It was then agreed to
forrm a no linbility company with & capital
of £8,000 in 80 (000 sharea at 24 erch, nil
paid up, 7,000 shares to be reserved for the
benefit of the company. Messys H. Rrett,
Monteomery, J. B, Blakie and M. Mant-
gomery were alected directors, Mr M. Me-
Giregor, soiicitor, Mr Stevenson, auditor,
and ths Bank of New Zea'snd bankers to
the compsny.

WATATAITA.

Another parcel of 12Ib of picked atone
has been obtainsd fiom the low level in this
mine. It war sant to town and placed on
view al the oftice of the Company, where its
richnoees was frevly commenred wpon.
Banda ot rich gold could be plainly =eem
going right through the quartz. Ap.
parently this picked stone is as rich ns the
Isat parcel of 19l from the sams recl,
which, when vreated at the bank, retmrned
350z 1dwt of gold worth £3 0a 2d per oz,
making the totl yield from ths 19Ib, £105
82 10d. The reef han been smaller than
uansl, varying from R to 18 inches in width,
Gold showed freely in the gquartz each
breaking down.

" MIDAS.

The newly diecovered resf In thia mine
han now beon cut through, and proves to
be 22 feat in width, The average pros-
pects of the drillings are from Lidet to 1}
oz. The gnid {s very fine and only sultable
The hungingwall

formation is & splendid formation. The
manayer expects to cuk the noxt reef in an-
other 25 foet of driving.

KARARGAHAKE

WOODPSTOUK NORTH.

This mine coprista nf 9 acree si
Karangahake adjeining the W
Ivanhoa properties. Tha drive is in vary
lizht country, which hae caused the resi to
pinch np. The stons is & good.locking
body, with blue veine, and should be rich
in silver ap wall ax gold. Tendors are now
called for driving & further distanca of 560
feot, which ia wapected to carry ths drive
into a softer channel of groond, snd it is to
hoped it will. for the present e very expen.

sive.
IVANHOE.

It waa rosolved ab an extraordinary
genoral meeting of shareholders in the
above Company thin week, *That the
capital of the Company be ineressed to
£13,000 by the cresvion of 75000 new
sharea at 21 each, 1d per share to bo con-
sidered paid up in respect to 70,000 shares’
Alno g further resolution wae passedt author.
ising the directors of the Company to me-
quire 60.00¢ abarea in the Ivanhoe Com.
pany, the New Shotnvar Goldinining Com-
pany {Nn Liability), adjoining the property
of th's Company.

At a meeting of rharehelders in the Now
Shotover Goldmining {ompany held the
pame day the resclution was confirmed that
anthorined the rale of the Company's pro.
perty to the Ivanhoe Goldmining Company.
Under the arrangement pharaholdera in the
New Bhotover Company will recsive N6
shares in the Ivanhos (ioldminirg Company
for ever 100 shares helid at the timas of
winding op the lormer Company.

MARINER.

A chango for the batter has taken place
in thie mine. The hard country has appar-
ently cut out, and the drive ir now passinpg
througl what sppears to bs a main break
or slide. It is axpected that the main reef
will be picked up on the wertern side of
the break. The groond in the drive at
prasent is full of mineral, and reverat quartz
veina are to be sesn.

WAITEKAURL

WAITEKAUUI G.M. COMPANY,

Over 200 men are now engaged at thia
ming gebting the sité tendy for the new
batiery, cunatructing water races, and de-
voloping the mina. The large reef recent'y
intersected mt the battery level has been
ponatrated for 33 fest, and asz yet there in
no sign of the lootwall, ao that rhould there
be un improvement in the quality when
driving ta commuenced upon it, vhis immenaa
body of stone onghs to be u splandid con.
tributor ol bullion. In any case, Ihia new
development witl be watched with interest,
erpaciaily me the ore body ia of euch biu
dimensione, A ) rlight  improvement =
noticed in the quality of the ore being won
from tha face at Corbett's level.

THE JUBILEE MINE,

This mine is situated on the Alexander
Gully, well known lor Lhe patehes of alluvial
quartz found there, ronte of which were very
rich. The new Company has erected the
battery at the north end of the cluim in
order 1o reduce the atone found in this
gully. The courre of thia gully is un-
deubtedly under Lesahly's Blow, or tho out-
crop ol the main Waitekauri reel frum which
the old Waiteknuri Company took ount
£80,000. From the varisties of quartz found
in tha awamp, or head of the gully, it was
alwaysthought that thero waes more thanoue
ree! which had shed the «tons and from an
examinativn of the ground made by the
Taine mianager he was led to belicve that
another body of stone, or & branch of
Buller's teef ran scross ithe head of tha
wully, in addition re the discoveriea nlrearly
wade. Ou tnaking this sxaminabion the
manager, Mr Christie, lound thin outerop.
and & tan was pat on Lo proapect it, with
the rerult that rich geold waw got. Where
firet cut the reof is mbout 18 inches wide,
and an average sample when tested yave u
value st the rate of £20 psr ton, The
manseer decided to open out upon the reef
in order to develop the discovery. and o
atart was wmade at a point 21 feot Felow the
outerop, this being considered the meat suit.
ablempot. After layineg down 100 feet ol flat.
tramway and having driven 90 feet through
the country rock the reeof wae cut, and wan
proved to be about 2f; wide, but the yalue
hers was only €2 34 3d.  Another 200t wan
then driven npon the rocf, which ir now
increasing in size and value. The stone st
prosent being obtainel is worth £4 133 per
ton.  Should the reef keep it pronent
conrme the Jubilse (‘ompany will have over
As0it on the line of the foide, and about
1001s of backs ovorhoad. Thin real is run-
ning inte the Waltekauri No. & mine.
which wdjoina tha Jubilee. The presont
workings in the latter mine are sbout J00IE
from the boundary. Thin now dincovory is
bhe most important yst wede in the Jubilee
ground,
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A YALUABLE DISCOVERY.

The Auckland FPraipecting Associstlon
apposrs to have boen [ortunste in that the
men sant cut & month or two ago have
alreudy, it is atated, made a vety itnpartant
dircovery. The prospsctors would nat die-
closa the loes'ity further than that it is
between Waitokauri and Whare Keran-
vunga.  The stone ia entirely white, with-
out & ringle b'ue vein, and when crushed
in the mortar gives a splendid show of gold.
Heemingly, it is» worth hundreds of pounds
per ton.  Nothing has transpired so [ar aa
to tha siza of the reel, Some of tha stone
has boen went to town for the purpose of
having it assayed,

BRITISH G. AND S M. COMPANY,

At a meeting of shareholders in the
lritish Gold and Silver Mining Company
hald this week it was auyreed ta form a no-
liability compaoy. 'The follawing gontle
mon were elected directors: Messrs John
Chambora, . J. Tunks, €. 8. H. Mae.
kinnay, Edwin Edwarls, H. J. Johnston,
G, K. Alderton, E, J, White, Mr (i, C. W,
Morria was appointed mansger, the Bank
of New Zonland bankers, and Mr W. H.
Cooper auditm.

SOUTHERN MININEG.

Mining ie looking up at the fireymouth.
An Langdons, nine miles out, 8002 of gnld
was obtained from the Uartim claim. A
number of very promuing alluvial claims
ure also being worked and taken up at the
E'poer Biackball, 20 miles from (ireymouth,
with goad resufte. A large water enpply
in being taken in, in order to sluice the
ground, thers being an ample fx1l,  There
in 60 foet of wash dirt, all payable, a good
deal of it very rich.

The Consotidated (ioldmining Company,
Hlue Spur (Dunediu), wuched down on
Saturday after s three wonths’ run and re-
turns amounting to 426~z of gold, equal in
value to £1,639, were obtained. Since 1852
the Company’s indebtedness of £18,100 to
the Cnlonial Bank has been paid off out of
1h_a proceeds of gold obtained from the
mine.

WAIOTAHL

This chompion gold producer of the
Thames which, having been syatematically
worked. haa pa:d dividends for the Jast
quarrer of a century, erushed 220 tone of
quartz this month for the usual returss of
over un oz per ton, Lhe yield this time beiug
2480z 10dwte of melted gold.

MOANATAIARL

During the munth $30 toas of ore nod 33
b of picked atone were crushed for a return
of 154 oz of gold,

GOLD RETURNS.
YICTORIA.

hing of atone from the new reef
s [mperial section hae apain
provad eatiefactory, 4%oz: of gold heving
been obtainel frum 35 losda of general
yuarts

COLD EXPORT.

The Bank of New Zoaland last wesk
derpatehed for London four boxes of low-
grade bullion worth £2,515, also silver pigs
to the value of £850.

CALLS AND DIVIDEXDS,

CALLA,

Waihi South .. .00 Dec. &

New Whau (.M. Co, 6 02 Deell
'Fnru Fluke Q. M. Co, [1 I Dec. 11
trokiten Hill G M. Co, 002 Lo, 1
Wauverley G. M. Co, I | Dee. 11
North 8tar G.M. Co. 001 Dec, 11
Ivanhoo G.M. Ca,.. 01 Trec, 11
{hocidental .. .. . Q01 Daec, 1k
Woodstock North .. 001 e, te
{irace Darling . 003 Dels

DEVIBEXN b
Walhi G.M. Co, 0240 beand
——
AN AUSTRALIAN BOOM.

GREAT ACUTIVITY IN STOUKS.
RICH DISCOVERIES.
Sruxkr, Decembey 7.

Tho market all the week has beun firm in
mining, Thera las bLsen greut activity
ot in Broken Hill and West Australisn
atocks. Large eales wors eftected wt in-
proved prices.

Geeut louldera, Coolyardie, came into
prominence on the strength of recent
ilevelopmente, and ve'ues ranged from £6
12s to £6 144, but sfterwards
slightly. The market value of the mine
at the figure guoted tots up to the respect
able sum of £1,056,000. ‘l"ha new Hnd ab
the Ureat Boulder js mare important than
was at first supposed. The drive at the
bottom of the level Las beoon carried
Wit fvet south from bhe muin shaft at the
junction ot two lodes, which were
split by mullock. Further south fs two
feat of wvery rich stone. It was

vased -

uimply & mars of gold. The stone was
almvoet hidden by & glictoniog coating of
gold. In tha grevices ara seamna ol almout
ure gold, in fine particten, while occasional
ueps of stane containing two-thirde of
gold have been mst with. The lode at this
point in over twalve leot wide, and all ea-
teamgly rich, but only two foot ronuational
stull, Heavy gold apparently runs slong
the wall far & long dutance. The flow of
ple westward continues. Steamers for
Weast Australian ports are crowded with
parsangers,

Broken Hill Propriatary shares, which
early in the week were sold at 588, closed
at 659 5d.

The new atluvial goldflelds at Stringy
Bank, near the old Gulgong tisld, In New
South Wales, is atiracting & lat of stten-
tion. A rush has set in, and claime ars
being pegged off in all directions. A
prospector reported that he got 1030z of
gold from 22 loada of dirt. Birking rangas,
they eay, from nine to 20ft,

MANAGEBRY

MINE REPORTS.

Bruon Bay,—Daring the past week we
hava extehded the drive on the reef av the
low level a forther distance of 15 feet,
making 70 feet in all. At this point] pmb
in & erosscut to datermine the width of the
reef, which I bave sincs proved to be wine
feet from wall 1o wall and carrying gold
right through. Thers is alec 8 band of
&tone on t'.e hangingwall which yields good
payable proepects. The class ol country
met with aboab the reef i2 all that could be
deaired or expectad. In my opiviea we
shall have to drive a further distance of
150 feet before we ahall reach the point
under No. } level where the best gold was
obisined. I am aleo continuing the drive
on the No 2 reel on the weatera side of the
creek, but in this direction I have not as
yet met with anything sufficiently impor.
tant to report upon.

Maorinann.—During the past week we

have extended the drive on No. 2 reef a
further distance of 15 feet, making the
total distance from ihe surface 95 feet,
We are now pascing through a splendid
clags of sandstone country, intersperred
with nice mineral and fliuty veins, which
are very good indications for pold, The
reef i3 maintainipg its wesaal siz-, being
between 3 and 4 teet thick, ehowing very
fair dizh prospeots,
Karvat Vervoxt, —The main south level is
in 230 fest from the wain riee. The coun-
try is more puggy., which causes the reef to
be sp'it up. Thiz iz mot a new eccarrence
for the lode, und generally causoa & jomp
in the reef. The manager has no doabt
the reef will be zs iarge a8 ever valore many
feet have been driven. In the esventh
stope Lhe res! is & feet wide, all of which is
crushed, pold being vieible in the stome.
In the third and ffth atope the reel
is 3 feet thick, all ot good quality.
In the 2ud and 3rd stopea over the inter.
mediate there is [ully 4it of good cruehing
ore. Going north at 1he eame level the
reet ie 4it in width, all of which is eent to
the will. The ore from the rise at the north
end of the flat eheet ia payable.

Minas.—The quantity of water coming
in the face makegs the monager think he i
not tar from another large reek.

Nuw Zeavanner,—Thoe reef in the foot-
wallin white, kindly-looking quartz, with
blua stresks through it, 8 good description
for gold,

Brarisn Evrige, —In the 54 fest crosscut
there ia a loader about sight inches thick.
The Ellen reef alhiculd bo cut in this cross:
out,

Try FLugr.—In the Venus gection the
lode je frum nine to twelva inches thick,
and prorpects fairly well. The rizse on the
Try Fruke reel is up 25 feot, the lode being
from three to four feet thick, A portien of
the footwall gives good prospecte. The
oré fram the stopen 1n the Mariposa section
is quite op to ita ueual value, Thoere are
1300z of amalgaw on hand from the plates,

Jurirer —The eastern crosscut in pasa-
ing through kindly country. The small
lode is still sbout aix inches, but the
manager thinks he is on the track of eowme
larger quartz.

Weweone Fivp.~In itha crosscut the
ground is now moye favourable for gold
thun it has been for same daye paat. The
Na. 2 Just- in - Time should ba to hand
unless 1he hard channel of rock has caused
its courso to deviate. In a Later report the
mensger states: **We have paeed the
point whera the Just in Time No, 2 lode
should have baen struck by about 30 feet,
that is supposing it weaintaios it oveual
strike and underlie. \We passed & amuail
leader averaging about 2 inchas in width,
sbout 35 feet behind the present fuce, 1
should recommand opening out on it, as ik
may improve hillwards ¥

CanNALK. —In extending No. 2 oromcut
past the reef cut two wooks ago, wa have
cut a roal two lect wide onrring a little
wold, It will rake a fow days mors to de.
termineits sizoand value. The No. | cross-
cat is still in rplendid sand«tons country
interlaced with lron veine. The trench on
the east »ide of the range ia still being
pushied shead. Two small leadors have
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besn cut in the irench, sach carryiog a
lictle gold.

Nariki —The winze iv down 27ft, and &
foew pounds of picked rtons were obtained.
A sttt was made to drive towarde the Uity
of Auckiand reef, on the leader at the
bottom of the winze.

Matawal =No. | level han boen cleared
out, and a chamber is being prepared prior
to commencing to sink” on the lode, where
gold was got some time sgo.

Buiraxsra.—The ground in the northern
and of the ahaft in & bit tighter.

Nkw TokaTEA,—The reel at No, 3 leval
looks remarkably well, being & fine compact
body of stone fully 18in thick, and showa
every indication for gold st any breaking
down,

SorTHERN Cross. —The manager ie now
opening out on the leaders ranning towards
the Hauraki Extended.

Burxxr's HilL —The mwain tunnel has
been discontinued, and the manager ia
opening out sorth gnd scuth on the leader
lately eutr. 'There is a marked improve.
ment in the class of country northwarda,
although tha leader = still somewhnt
muilocky, and tho leader should improve
with it. A starv has been made to sink
on No. I leader. Very little quartz has
been broken down as yet, but what has
been taken out showa gold frecly, Aboub
13 tons of general dirt is being cruahed.
The result should be kuown on Monday
night or Tussday. The manager udde,
* Although in my opinion i is Legge'a
leader that we ara driving on, still [ think
it would “e advisabie to continma Lhe
tunne! another 25 feet, Good progress is
being made with whe erection of e
wmachinery.”

BurFare. —The country in the drivo ia
tull of mineral veine., some of them two
inchen thick,

Ixviers NorTH, —Thedrive at the Invicta
boundary is in 180(t and ehould acon cut
the reaf.

Guear Unitkp.—The drive en the No.
3 is In S0fc,

Isviera.—The staft of men was reduced
in 1he early part of last week. Some of the
quuriz broken from the No 3 stopa showed
nice littla bintcher ot gold. A portion of
the reef in No. 4 in fair cruching dirt.

PuieNIx --Thera are threo to four leat of
thnty reel formution mixsd with coantry
rock in the drive near the centre of the
mine. The fuartz portion gives a litule
loose gold whon washed, but not enough to
be payable. Unleas an improvement taken
place soon, the manager thinks it would be
unwise to continue this drive,

Ma0oRYI DREaym,—No. 1 reel is at prerent
1 foot wide. 1t i# good crushing dirt and
in all being aaved for Lthe mill, being equal
to about an oz per ton. The reef hae every
appearance of opening out into a compact
body of stone. The face of the croascut is
interlaced with quariz etringers. A body
of stone 2 feet wide has been cut in the
trench. The prospects are equal to one c2
per ton,

A PEANUT HUNT.

A PLEASANT and easily arranged evening
entertainment, suitable for winter or
summer Christmas is prepared in this

way:

l{l’!t, put in order the room im which
you intend to entertain your guests, as any

hange in ihe position of the furnisure is
undesirable after * the party’is ready. It
is & good plan to remove aoy fragile articles
of bric.a-brac or fornitnre tbar may be
within easy reach of the * hunt;r!.' Gathl
good sopply of peanuots, according to the
#ize of the room and the number of yoor
gaeat,

Count the pesnnts and record the nom.
ber., Then let them be hidden in every
imaginable, bny parsicolarly in every un-
imsginable, place, FExeveise all your in.
geouity, and remember that wits just as
bright as yonrs sre to find what you bave
concealed. Sowmetimes, however, it happene
that a very conspicuous place is the last to
be pearched.

Now prepars as many little baskets, or
receptacles of aome sort, as you are to have
guests. The little *cat baskets’ are very

ood jor this purpose, but boxes or larger
nskets will serve na well. A little deco-
ration of some aort enhances the pleasure
of the aeckers, and at the close of the
avening the basketsa may be given as sou-
venire. 1he small baskets may be prettily
E;ouped in & large baskeb, and both may
tled with ribbone,
If the company is large, the players may
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be saked %6 *hont in conples,’ and the
bask may be ar d to mateh oach
other.

Wkten the baod begins, those who hara
placed the nuts are to act as nmpires, in
case there shoeld be any qneation as to the
firsp Ginders, and they must also nDotios
whether all the nats bave been found, and
»0 determine the end of the game.

Somelimes & single not is dipped inlok
or dyed red, and biiden away veiyme.
caraly, and the person who finds this par-
ticular red or black nut is the winner of
the game. Bot geoerally the prize is
given to the person or the conple whose
basket shows the createst pomber of nuta

The game is vsually prolonged nutil the
hostess Goda by mctusl eounc that all the
nuts have bean bronght in; but there in &
record of ons game that might never have
ended if the company had waited aotil the
sed oot was foond. That eame red put,
by the way, haa been perched in a eon-
spicuous place in the parlonr for several
weeks, and no one has yet discoversd ita
resting place.

Prizes may be arranged for this as for
any other game.

—

-GOUSINLY.

Amona the bardest things which the infant
Princs Edward of the yoyal hounse of Eng-
land, the little son of the Doke of York
and heir expectans to the throne, will have
so atraighten out when he is older is his re-
lationehip to his own father sod wother.
It constitutes & problem snch as ia seldom
fonnd ontside of princely houses.

It is certain, however, thatbe in the third
cousin cof his (ather, and sleo the second
conein of his mother. This makes hia rels-
laticn to bimself somewhere between thab
of a third and fonrth eousin.

He is, a8 it were, his own double-third
consin—a relationship which it will douht-
leas take some tima for bim to eomprebend.

Both his father and bis mother ara de-
scended from (ieorge I1I. of England,
Geotrge 111.°s gon Adolpbus, Doke of Cam-
bridBe. had & daughter Mary who married
the Doke of Teck, and became the mother
of the Princess May, who married the Dake
of York; and the Duke of York's father,
the Prince of Wales, is the Igren-gnndaon
of the same King George 111

The young prince will have the right to
addresas either his mother, bis father or
himzelf as * my royal consin ;' and be may,
perhape, excnse any partiality for his
mother over his fatber by declaring that
she ia & pearer telation to him shan his
father,

The princely familien of Earope supply
many similar cases of tangled relationsbip,
growing oub of the snccemsive intermar-
tiages of ocouesine in pearer or remoter
deprees.

—r—

THE BACACITY OF ANTS.

THE sagseity of ants in almost inconeeiv.
able, A sbort time ago the writer watcbed
ihe operations of a colony of shiny black
ants (F. fuliginosa) which bhad formed a
bome inside s decayed stomp in thegarden
Near at hand a pink chestnnt expanded jts
handsome flower spikes, many singls floreta
falling 0 the ground. Ooe morning the
flowers were infested with aphidz, and the
sots busily searching their daily food dis-
covered several green flies on a rosy coro_lln
that had fallen to the ground. Watching
the proceedibgs iv was evident that the ants
held a consultation ; and ultimately a
green fly was carried off In trinmph to
the inner gelleries of the wood stomp.
The same afterncon the chestnut tres
presested s wonderfal sight. Thoossnds
of black ants came forth in search of the
aphide. JIn tbe morning not & single ant
had ascended the tres tronk. Six bours
after, howaver, the intelligent animals had
arrived at the knowledge that the piok
flowers laden with aphis had fallen trom
the tree above ; it was not enongh for them
to gather & tew flies irom the groond, but
they discovered that if they ascended by
way of the tree trunk sod crawled dowa.
wards to the tips of the droopiog branches
flies innnmerable awaited their patient exer-
tions. So it happened thatwhole regiments
tarned ont, marebing op and dowa the trea
in regular file, then torning homeward *with
milk and boney blest’ ; for it im well koown
that ants store aphido: in their cells, milk-
ing the sweet nectar as human being—if
they knew how—milk the cows.

PRINCE ATLRPEBERT

COLLEGH,

UPPER QUEEN STREET.

4 DEVARTMENT FOR GIRLS, BOARDERS axp DAY BCHOLARS, will be oponed on
MONDAY, 10rTn FEBRUARY, 189, under

Mz T. JACKBON, M.A, Hoadmaster, assisied by sp KEtiolent Ztail of

LADY TREACHERB AND

VIIITING MASTERS,

Anplications for ihe admission of Puplls, and for the College Prospeclus may ba mads Lo
the Hreadmaster at the College, U'pper (ueen-siroet, Auckliand,
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[AUBIKECK,

THE LION-TAMER.

By Sawsrd W, Hopkins.

Atthor of *Jack RoaniRd oF AMERICL," *IN
THK CHINA BEL *Two GRNTLEMEN OF
Hawalr,' *OX 4 Farsg CHapor,’

Erc, Erc,

CHAYTER XV.

My reflections, 'as the long hours dragged
themselves along toward morning, were

anything but relrerhing.

The dominant thought, of course, was
that I had got myseit into a bad scrape
and wauld probably lose my life, I saw no
way to pravent tha successful execution of
any plan for my puaishmenc ar extinction
which the prefello saw fit to pot into opera-
tion, The law waa againet me. In fact,
had there been mny apportuaity to prove
my innocence of the charge of marder, the
power of the prefelta was so greas that my
puniehment for entering hie house to carry
away Barlotti might{ be as severs me he
choree to make ir.

For ons moment the thought did come
to me: ‘There it Lhe United States
Miniater.' [ diamissed thie idea ae hold-
ing out no hope. To begin, I would have
great difficulty in proving to our repreren-
tative that my sct was justifiable. Aund
my knowladge of the policy ot aur State
Uepartmment led me te believa that no
matter how innocent [ wae or how much
of an injuatice my punishmeut might be, [
could expect no muccour from my govern-
ment. And even had I fait sure of umsist-
ance from that quarter, [ had no means of
communicaling with our representative,
ln fact, I wae outirely cus off from all com
wuonication with the world. My [Iriends
wou'd probably never hnow what becime
of me My only hope was Mutterslli.
And where, throuwzh all this, wrs Mutter-
etli?

Culling ro my assistange all the nerve [
possgszed, I resclved to put on a8 good a
face in the martter as possible, and not
allow the preseifo or his goarde Lo ses any
siyne of weaknees in vy demeanour.

The room in which I was held was well

lighted by a large lamp which hung from
tha ceiling. I drew a chaicr under the
lnmp, and with tha same monchal-
ance which would have characterised
me had | been in my favourite cormer
st the Lotus Club with the major
and Dilkins wround we instead of the
black-loaking Sardiaians, I pulled from my
pocket and began to read the paper | kad
taken from the labir in Pache Mealigni's
Foomt,
Thia act of ming was not merely brovado.
I resolved to learn the contents of that
manuaeript, il [ died the nextday, Idid
nat know but it wonld be taken away from
me, and even though T escaped from Caw-
liari, 1 would never know Lhe =ecret of the
rad box,

Aa [opsener the paper toread, [ narrowly
watchel the guards Lo mee if the act had
any rignificance in their eves. Cartainly it
had none, for thay smoked cigarettes and
chotted to each other, ignoring my per
formance, and cacrying their zeal in the
prefetto’s sarvice only o the point of prevent-
Ing my escape.

L read the paper over quickly, and then
agsin slowly, digesting every word of the
remarkable production. The writing wae
poor and cramped. The conatruction was
odd and faulty, sa if the work was beyond
the meagre powsers of the writer. The
apelling was bad, vet L devoured it with no
thought of eriticiem., It read as follows :

* Now York City, in the Stat Now York, in
the United Stats of Amarica, May 16,

*Ta the person who, when [ am dead,
ahall obtain this paper, { salute. It ia that
[ am at avery day in the grest darger of
bainy killad by an accident in my profeshun
thay I laave in this form the story of Nita
Barlotti, that perhaps in pome long day to
bacame ahe may be restored to thase where
ahe balong and who haf loat har. And ibis
that I bope the peraan who reads this lacter
tieat s an hones person that [ now besray
this eocret that s upoa my heart, bur wich
I am not powerful to selve nor to do justit
to the dear aignorina, who in like my own
dasazhter to me. And I, who am known to
vhe world aa Barlot%l, the Trapeze King,
pray to that person who reads thess word
to do what he can and what I cannot ta the
wood end that Nite Burlotti may know who
sha reslly is, ’nd may come into her own if
sha is, sa [ balief, the daughter of & rich

reann.

‘It {s that [ am most in America, and
rhall perhupe dio among the Enuclish-apeak-
ing people, that { ues not my own funzuage
to weite, and it fs that wich makes my
words not to be the words of the educatad
man.

* [t will be s surprise to the perron who
find this to know that my name it is not
Barloted, but Sigmotta. Yes, 1 am Antouio
Sigmotta, and Barlouci is the neme 1 haf
taken in the circus to pleass my brother,
who was vary rich and e physician in New
York.

* \When I came this conntry I was poor—
vary poor. | weunt to my brother, and he
was angey to me in word, but he did some
kindnesn to me that he let ma live in his
house till [ haf money to keep mysell. I
make oontract with Mallgni to go in the
circus as trapeze actor, and my brother mak
me change my name, #0 not to disgrace

o,

*\While | lived with my brothar I was sad
that he was 2 bad man, and awars caths and
drank much liquors, and was Arauk much
aof the time. And bad men cuma ro soe
him,

* My brothar haf many titnea told me he
wag & professor 1o one biz onllege whera
medicine ia taught. This [ do unos know.

* One day [ went into my brother's private
roow for eomething. It was & workshop—
he call laboratoria or some like that. L&
was at the aight, and wae very dark. My
brother was in his bedroom. [ did not
know what he wan doiny, and he did not
know 1 was in the houre, for 1 had been gat
and just eame in,

* 1 lighted the gas in the laboratoria, and
found what I was looking for—some medi-
cing hs gave me when [ had the achiug of
the haad,

* Aa I waa about to turn back the gas to
g0 our, [ eaw a bundle on the Heor. It
eeomad Lo me bhat it move. Then I stood
atill, mnd I hear a little ory like a child, I
rush 1o the door. [ listen lor my bro'her,
but he not to bo heard. Lopen the bundle,
It wae @ pack, with strings in the end, It
had In it a littte child—a girl, I drew it
out  The child breath and moan, but do
not seem to know, and thon I know my
brother had given it a drug.

*Then [ hurry, trembling wuch, and I
tack eoma clotha and other thinga and I
make a rag baky juat the siza of the child 1
took from the eack. [ put the rag baby iu
the sack and made it tight like it wu= ba.
fore I opened it. Then I quick carry the
live child to my room and hide it in my
bed. Then I watch. Pretiy soon my
brother come and go to the laboratoria. [
kecp guiet ao he do not hear me, and follow
him. He take the sack snd my rag baby
and stenl from hiz own boure like he waa a
thief, and [ knew he wos warre. Stili, L
follow him. I knaw that no noe would
touch the child, because I had lock the door
of my rnom snd haf the key in my nocket,
and it was ro heavy with the drug that ic
wou'd aleop vot longer.

f My brother went into a dark street and
went to thadocke on the East River. [ saw
bim take a etone and tie a 7ord to it and
eround the sack. Then he threw all into
the water, When he saw it eink he turn
round and eneak home. In twenty minntea
I come home like I had not been there
befyre, and my brother waa sitbing in the
library reading and emoking and drinkiug
wing, like he was not n murderer. [ spoke
to my hrother, but did not drink wine with
him, and then I went to my room,

*1 bad in New York, near my brother's
house, & sweetheart. [ mstherata concert
hall, and I often went to 2ee her at her
house, Hhe was » great singer, snd I love
har, 80 I want to mavry hor. Bhe warn
good girl, and her nome was Nita,

% L.ate in the night [ took the child, and
whon my brother was aslesp I atola from
his liones and carried the child to Nite. [
told her all about my brother, and she pro
wised not to eay one word, for I knew my
brother woun!d kill me if he knew. I was
thon intend to fiod out who the child was,
and if she had parents who love her, give
ber back. But I muat go with Maligni in
the circus, and I leuve the little wirl with
Nita till I come home. When I come homa
my brother Charles was gone, and 1 never
saw him apain. Nita was married to me
and she called the little gitl Nita after har-
sall. For a few years my wife Nite, and
LHittle Nito,travel with me in the cireaa, but
my wife Nita teke aick and die. Then [
hal little Nita put in a big school in Aibany,
and sha in thers now.

*I haf a pin and a locket and chain
wich little Nita wore, and wich I haf kept.
They will be in the box with this letter.
On che pin ls the name Alice. The locket
haf a picturs of a besutiiul Ilady. I took
this picture out and put n lintle =lip of
paper under it with the date on it when I
found the child.

“This is wil I know. I luve little Nita
like she was my own. My brother’s name
le Charles Nigmot-s, but I do not know
where he is. Little Nita is st Madame De
Long's echoolin Albany, in the Stat of New
York.

* | awear by all the holy sainte that what
I haf written is true.

* ANToNI0 BiG morra.’

Hare, indosd, was a valoabla dosument.
My exzultation was so grest that I soemad
to have Raslph Graviscourt completely
roubead, and Edith Broughton's nweet face

d to smlle iogly at me from
way across the son. Bub after & faw minutes
of eupreme yratifioation, she thought

flashed over me that the statement of
Antonio Sigmolta, otherwire known as Bar.
lotti, did uot in any way conuect Ralph
Gravizcourt with the case. Of anurse, the
photograph, the pin with the nams Alice
ongraved upon it and Nite Barlotti's atrik-
ing resemblance to the wiie of Charles
Graviscourt, were to my mind conclusive
ovidonce, but would the svidence hold in
law? I knew it would not.

I took the locket from my pocket, re-
moved the piciure and found a slip of
white paper bearing a dates. I examined
this, and my heart throbbed with excite-
mont when I saw that the date of idoetor
Sigmotta's attempted murder of Nicw Bar-
lotti was the same as that inscribsd upon
the tombatons in Trinity Cemetery, New
York, ma the date of little Alice Gravie.
coury's death, 1 carefully replaced the
paper and the picture, and with wild
dreama of what might occur if 1 ever
sacaped from the clutchea of the prefrtlo, |
pessed the remainder of the night half
sleeping on & broad, low couch that stood
in one corner of the guard room.

CHAPTER XVIL

I map, [ suppose, what must from courtesy
becolled & trial.  If » tribunal wherse the
law is al! on the gide of the strongz, and
whare the prisoner doea not understand
one-kalf what ie being eaid about him,
much less have anything to say for bimself,
and where the judge is the plaintill, can
be eaid tu give & man & trisl, then I had a
trial.

In the morniny I was served with & sub-
atantiz]l breaikfast, and eroon after 1 had
dirposed of it [ war conducted befare the
prefitto,  The elder Maligni looked at
me with a venomous glance, and I saw in
the faces of the crowd of men around him
not one glance of friendliness. They were
Sardinians, all of them, soms being in the
onitorm of the guard, some being evidently
men of rank, and others dressed in the garb
of prieste and Ffriars [rom the monnstery,
And every one locked upon me with the
eame maignant expreseion ns did the
brother of the man 1 was anpposed to
have killed.

Among the epectators waa a rascally-
looking fellow who wae called by the prefeiio
¢ Pordinn,” and as he seemed to bave the
frisndship of the powerful Maligni, 1 at
once identiied him as the Uount di
Pordina, the uncle of Henry Thorlane,
upoken of by Mutterelli.

So fur an my being a force or factor in
my own bahall was concerned, I might as
wel! have been absant.

Firat one of the priests said something.
Of covree, I did aot under-taud all that he
waa telling the prefelin, ot I underetood
enauph to know that he was teatifying that
ha hai zeen ma near the villa the day before,
and that my action was euch as to indicate
evil designs. Then a man who locked as
he might be a house -rervant jabhered
momething, which I did not understand at
all. My trial was now weil under way.

The captain of the gaard testified and
told haw 1 had boen captured while fleeiny
from the place, how I attemgted to sioot
the guard, ond how I was making off with
Nite Barlotti, the facts as known making it
perfectly plain to him that my object in
murdering Malieni was to abduct his
bride.

Nits was not brought into the reom Jur-
ing the tril. and did not eeem to be an
important factor. There was not a lriendly
voice raised in my behalfl. [ made an
attempt to speak, bus was ordered Lo be
uiet.

When the testimony was sll
prefeiio tarned to me, and wmaid

* Youny man, I have listened to the evi-
dence againet you, and 1 find that yon are
guilty of the murder of my brother, From
to-day, you are the same as desd. The
pentence which I shall impose upon you js
thet yon be put in the Cagliari prison snd
work for the State Juring the remainder of
your, lifs, That ia all § have to eay to

ou,

e But " I eried, springiog th my fast, *1
am nokt guilty. 1 awear to you; prefetto, that
I do not: know who killed your brothsr | I
had no cause to hate him cr to wish him
dead ! Bat others had? An attempt at hia
life wae made in Now York., I saw ir, but [
had nothing to do with it. Your brother
h-d. engmies wha have trecked him here.
1

in, the

‘Enough. You were snon yeaterday, in
company with another, exsmining my villa
and grounds. At night my brother is
wurdered, and you sre found ou my pro-

party, cairying off my brother's promised
wife. Itis snongh,’”

‘Then, turniog Lo Lhe guard, he uttered a
command, mind | wus conducted from this
hall of j ¢ L0 my prison,

The jwison of Cagliari iv what ia culled
* Torre dall Elpiante,” a veritabla fortr
standing on the high ground of Lhe rity,
overlooking, on the mouth, the walere of
the buy, and 10 the northward Lhe rising
mountaing and valloys hayond.

As 1 enterod the great iron gates of Ihe
privon yurd, and heard them elsng behind
me, I telt the deepest despnir, and ad-
mitted to myself that thero waas Jitile hope
uf regaining my liberty.

§ was at once riven into the hands of Ihe
kespar of the prison, and wae put,through
the revular routine of measuring. pholo.
wrsphing and otherwise identifying,common
in Kuropean prisons. My hair was shaved
¢loce, and my moustache as well. My
clothers were taken from me, and I war elad
in the bi co’oured pri-on suite with which
Sardinia clothes ite prironere.

These suita are mads of stuif very similar
to that in use for the same purposs in the
United States, but the colours, instead of
running in stripes, wre divided in the
ridile.  One half, meusuring frem a lins
drawn from the nore downward is dark,
and the other licht. Whan 1 had besy
thue elothed, I had ona s, leg, and 1he
right side of my body biack, snd the leis
arm, leg. and hall of my Lody a dirty grey. -

My watch, the ypo il lecket aud pin that
1 baid taken from Malipni were t ken Irom
me, but the letter of Antonio Sizmotta wan
teturned to me with s shrug of Lthe keaper's
shoulders, if to indicate that if Lhe pos-
seasion of m piecs o) paper wonld make ms
any happier, 1 might huve it for ull he
cared to ithe contrary,

‘This done, 1 wamn conducted wilth scant
ceremony to & dungeon cell, and was thrast
inta it, my brutwat keeper taking 1he un-
hoc: B3nyy trouble to ygive me a kick botore
he locked we in

It my reflections had horetofore been
gloomy, they were now doubly re. [ could
but feul the moat horrible forebodinee for
the future.  Yet, I declnted 1o myeelf, 1
would never give up altogethar.

My cell was perhups twenty fest rguare.
high up in the vower, and overlgoked the
north.

‘The flaor was of etone, and the walla of -
some kind of cement. ‘The furniture cen-
vinted of an jron bedetend, an old chair,
and g rma'l table. The light came through
a small grated windaw which wos above my
head, and in the cornere of the ce!l there
wus A damp, clammy darkness that { coul:d
feel as wall a8 see.

Somehow 1 had acquired & buli-dog
sullenness that wae not at all parc of my
natore. | felt that had thess things
happened to me hefore I haid met the
oafortunate Muubikeck. [ would have now
loxt all hopo and fortivude, and would have
thrown myee!ll vpon the bed of my cell in
an agony of deepair. and perhaps would
have loat my renzon throught it all.

But | had lesrped romething from the
dead, and [ resclved that, no matter whab
cume, or what [ might fesl, 1 would exhibit
no emotion, no fear, noe rtegret, to the
envering eyes of my ralentlees poersecators,

For a time after I reached my cell, I was
preatly worked op, the excitement of thu
duy and of the previous night having »
try affect on my nerve«. Lut as the iours
wore an, the lact thut I had slept little
bogan to tell on me, and | grew droway.
Sivving on my hard chair, I gave mysoll up
to wmy bitter refloctions, and finally my

bead dronped, snd, overceme by the
drowsineesa which wa«  incremseid by
the silence of my cell, 1 Teli
anleep, and my waking meditalions

becamo morged in a dream in which 1
ranswed nequaintance with Major Simwmons
and Dilkine, and eaw their faces, and the
faca of Editk Brooghtun, and the fuces of
other friende peering st e, rome in pity.
roine in alarm, somae with love, And most
strongly outlined among them all was the
calm, stern foce ot my dend hern, Maubi-
keck, There was an inspirstios in that
face as, half slespinyr, I saw it Jooking
dnown at me. It bade me rouss myeslf,
It shone like a beucon befare me, leading
me to a resolution that | would never
have renclied but for this fantestic
Bppesrance, It brought to my mind
the hercism of Maubikeck, Ly whoso
desth | wus given lile. The wanlineess
af hie nuture asemed imparted Lo mine,
1 recollected that Nitm Barletti, the girl
whom U had aworn to save, was still in the
hands of men whose purposes wers not
always joed. My own love for Edith
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Broughton welled up within me, and
surgend through my heart ue it had never
Jone before. Perhapa un hour pmerad, and
I uwcke. My dream was ended. 1 awoke
{from it » bew men. My deepaic had gone
In ite pluce had developed a resoive oo
ercape.  You the prospects were meagre
Toe prisgn wae & etrong oue and wall
guscded,

1 arowe from my chair and walked around
my cell. The it was damp. The cemens
walle were clammy und moist. My foot.
stop, ringing on the stona foor, gave out &
startling eound,

Near tha window I paused. I eaw some
words carved in the cement wall. They
wure in slindow, and it required some
minutoe of eifort befare 1 cowtd decipher
them. Shading my eyes from the light
which cama through the greted window, [
puzed steadily at the letters until, sccus-
tamed to the dim light which fell upon
them, | mada them out.

On oue line. carved in bald lettera, was
the name * Henry Thorlane.’ And under
it, in emaller but no less distinet chaz-
acter, were the words, * 1 will avenge.’

I wan in the cell oceupied once by the son
ol the Englichman atout whom Matterelli
had tald me, and who wes now, accordiag
to Muttereili, in the mousatery of The
Sainte,

Moved by curiosity, I felt along the walls
aven in the darkest corners, hoping to find
something mora from the pricover of etate,
and feeling & morbid interess in the pro-
mised vengeance of Thorlane. [ wished
sinceraly that 1 might elact & co-operation
with him, aad unite my energisa wilh bia
in destroying the power of the prefeito.

Bat he was in the monastery snd 1 waa
in the gricon  The chances of ccmmunica-
tion ever beiny eatablished between us werg
remate, indeed.

Hut the motto of Thotlane strengthened
wy resolution to escape, and from that mo-
ment 1 had no otheridea in my head, There
wab PO room in my brain for any other
thoupht than that. [t filled me and moved
me and controtled my actiona.

“I'he lirst thing to be done was to learn a8
much op possible of my surroundings, This
wa: an eusy matter o fur 88 Lhe cell was
concerned. | knew every inch of it already.

But there waa the window.

t dragged the table across tho stone Heor
and climbed upon it, [v put e juaet high
enough to enable me to look out throagh
tha ecrong bare of the little window.

Looking down, [ eaw that the prison yard
extonded about foriy feet ftem the prison
walle, and was surrounded by a stone wall,
surmounted by =harpened epiker, over
which it would be imppossible to ¢ imb. An
armed mentry paced to an iro in the yard,
sdding another factor to the impractica-
bility of trying to escape in that direction,
even if I could obtain an oxit trom the
cell into the yard. But if I could
not get over the spiked fence I cowid
look through it, end a fine stretch
of country lny beyond the [orbid-
ding points, To the vight I saw juet & por-
tion of the monastery rising above the
trees—juet one end of it. Farther anay [
saw & high tower, which 1 recognired as
ane which Mutterelli had shown me when
wa were taking our reconnoitering tour an
horeeback. 1t had then been to tho east of
us. Pucting it in line now with the corner
of the munastery, gave me bthe impression
that [ was looking northward. The tower
war not narih from me, bot ot! to the right,
which would be nearly east. But a line
from my littla window, straight ahoad,
would, I thought, leud directly to the
aorthward &nd, therefore, away [rom
Unglia

A winding rond extended from the eaat,
being near the prizon, where it tiret came
within the renge of my vision irom the
window., Then it turned northward,
crossed the valley, and pursued a zig zag
course up o repged mountaiu side. [t was
rough, and looked asif it might be diflicult
of sucent. And Irom my perch in the
window, the far-olt rocks mnod hills and
rugged paths meemed to ofler no end of
hiding-placea if 1 could but reach them.
Of courss, [ would be at w disadvantage in
not knowing the country, while those who
would be my pureuers knew, probably,
every foot of it.  But this ditticulty reemed
emsalkl aud invignificant compered to the
greator and preeent one of iron bare and
stong walls.

stilt maditating, pondering and cudgeling
my brain over the problem of eecupe, 1
ptopped duwn from the table, replaced it
wnd took s few turna aruund my cell to
atretch may legs,

1 was gotting hungey, and koew thas ic
wuat be noon. I muppused they fed
priscnecs in Sardinia, and waited patiently
for my po I did not expect mnyching
very appetizing, but to successlully puk
into cporation any play to escaps | muac
heve my fall strength, and to that end I
detarmined to Jevour whatever food they
put balors me.

Vinner time ceme wt last, and [ was
agreeably surprised to receive st the hands
of tho kesper a subatantinl meal. Dolag
justica to this, [ felt liks a new man,
rendy lor any emergency snd willing to
(ke any chooce for liberty. But [ must,

I restoned, bide my time and wait for s
promiriag opportunity. If I soade an
attempt Lo escaps und failad, 1 knew that I
would be prat in irous or otherwise confined,
2a that any fuorther attempt would be im-
possibla.

I remombered thav the prefeito bhad
told me that | was to be put st labour for
the State. An yot thera had besn no hint
at what this labour might be. Perhaps [
wad not to be kept in this cell many daye,
but, like Henry Thorlane, removed to the
monastery or some other place, there 10
work oul my punishment.

I kinew that eo long as L wan in that cell [
eould do nothing without Lret taking the
lite of my keeper, and I did not wish ro kill
& man who was but doing his doty to hin
povernment as he understood it. And
even if I killed him, 1-knew that the danger
of detection before f got away from the
building would be very wreat. 5o [ resolved
to wait uwhile, #nd Lo conduct myself as to
allsy all suspicion, loll my keepers into a
sense of recurity, and then eee what would
be done with me. )

And su ] waited. The night came on,
and with it my supper, which [ ate with
leae rolich than [ had my dinner, because it
waa not as good & wmea', and becaure the
lack of exercise interfered with my uruaily
ready appetite. During the long night I
iay on my prison bed, sleeping part of the
time, but having wakeful hours, in which I
pondered and stadied over ibe great pro-
biem of my lile-—bow to escape and carry
the plane, now seemingly ended in dia-
aster, to a successful 1ermianation.

And one day ifoltowed another in this
wise, and night followed night, ontil I had
apent o week in the prison. [ had heard
nothing trom Mutterelli, and gate him up,
Having lost sight of the promised reward,
he had, no dounbt, lost all interest in ma,
I had held no communication with the out-
side world, bacause it was ot permitted.
I gained the good will of my guard or
keeper, and he spent many an hour with
me—the locked door betwoen wa—I in my
cell, he in the corridor, talking through
the window of the door. Fur this officer
of the State had taught me many worde of
the language, and I found that, with my
knowledge of Latin, it was not difficult ta
pick up the peculiar dialect of Sardinia.

This whiled away the time pleasantly,
and [ thought the ability to make myrell
understood it the native tobgue would be
a valusble help to me if 1 over encceeded in
effecting my escape. Ho 1 drew him on,
loarning all § could eanch day, hoping,
dreaming, waiting for bthat supreme
moment in which my blow for liberty shoold
be etruck.

CHAYTER XVII.
*Kosmees 101 ¢

*What isic?

* Yon sre to ba put into a road gang thia
morning, abd @5 onb to work on the publie
beoulevard.’

I was known as Nuomber 101. My keeper
imparted the above delightful infarmation
10 me on the pinth duy of my imprison-
ment.

I eay delightful becanse I mean i1, and do
not uee the word in an ironical eense,  Tha
news was indeed delightin! and gratifying.
It was what £ had waited for. It wans the
beginning of my lubour for the State, and
oy hopus rose, for now, eurely, 1 would
tind an opportunity to strike for my
liversy.

*Whonam I togo? I asked in a disin-
tereated way, a2 if it did not matter to me
whether I vemained in the cell or worked
ouateide.

"1ln one hour. Be ready.’

I had been ready a week,

That hour seemed as long ae any of the
previoue days had seemad, ro eager was I
to et outaide the walls of the prison, to

breathe the pars air agaip, to stimuiata my
muecles wilh exercire, and to work for my
own deliverance.

When at laet the hour was up and [ was
called, I stepped from my celi and was
condacled by an armed guard into an open
court, where & acore or more of prisoners
weore sssembled. !

They wers an ogly-looking lot. There
were faces in the crowd that ahowed the
pacsions of hates and all forms of wicked.
nees. They all seemed to be Italian or
Sardinian typer. I waa the only excep:
tion. I was placed alongeide a villsinous.
looking ruffian, whose malodorouns pree-
once was decidedly osuseating. Weo were
about in the centre of the column, which
was formed of twos. We were guarded by
a dozen armed wen, all about ae villainous
in their appearacce as my lellow prisoners.

Having, by dint of prest executive ability,
loud talkiog, and earsing, got us in proper
form, our kegpers marched us forth 10 do
the work to which we had been assigned.

We were marching along the road lead-
ing northward from Cagliari; then tarning
to tha west, we journeyed in that direo-
sion about an hour, Ablast we cam2 up &
rough road leading to the northward, that
bore indieutiona of being an unbinished
work.
Seakes wers driven into the ground to
mark the edges of the road. It was, as I
correctly surmired, a new public road,
leading frowm Cagliari proper, in the shora
region, out to the auburbe, and waato be a
stnooth, hard road for driving and pleasure-
taking.

1 judged from thadirection that this new
road ran parsllal with, and perbaps four
miles dietant from, the ¢ne I had seen rom
my coll windows, running over tha rapged
mouniaine.

The officer in command loet no time, but
put us at once to work, Most of the
prisonars had evidently been Lhere before,
for thoy seemed Lo know just what to do, as
if they ware reenming work that had but
recently been laid down, |

I was put at digging op the new ground
in advavce of the levellers, and for foar
mortal hours did | ewing a pickaxeinto the
eoil of Bardinin. The very outragecusness
of my imprisonment and labour made me

- smile grimly, as I wondered what my

fashionable friende in New York would say
could they ree me ‘doing time’ for the
prefetto.

. Dinner time came, and we stepped work
loug encugh to eat the meal that was pre-
pared for us,

After dinner, I, in company with the sama
ill-sielling rufian who was my marching
partner, was sent eome distanca away to
bring back a supply of cement in a wagon
drawn by a small horas, s rugged. stont
little animal, that did not =seem to feel
fatigus.

My Bardinian partner and I etood vp in
the wngon, 1 doing the driving, while
behind vz eat A guard with s ritle in his
hande, directing me.

An we left the main force behind, my
hearl began to beat violently and my brain
to work quickly, for now, I thought, the
only opportunity I wonld ges had come.

Houoding & bend in the road, we were
entirely oot of right oi the othera. No
hounee: were near. There were nn passera.
by. Surely no time could promise better
for my purpose than the present.

We travelled in this way perhaps three |

miles. Then we came &0 a eort of atore-
houwe or ehed, where we stopped. The
guard had the key vo the shed, and handing
it to me, he orderad me to open the door.

1 did an I was told. Nothing covld
exceed my humility and meckness ab that
moment.

The stuf ured for these roads proved to
ba a kind of asphalt brought from the cosst
farther north, and stored in the shed until
needed. It wae now dry, and lay in piles
of broken lomps and blocks,

Stones and pilen of sand lay abont.

The guard atood Iooking on while wmy
eompanion and 1 procesded to eatry the
stull out to the wayon and load up for cur
return trip. I had resolved that Lhis retorn
trio would never be made—at lsart by me.

I had made several trips to Lhe wapon,
potting in lumps of Lthe asphals, my lellow-
lakourer keeping cloes to me, assieting in
the work, Wao passed close in frunt of the
puard, who by Lhe Lime wa had worked m
quarter of an hoar had lizhted bia ciearette
and had grown tess watchful.

Suddonly an  overwhelming inflnence
moized me, and I struck the blow that 1 had
been dreaming of ever since my incarcera-
tion,

1 had not the lsast caurs to feel morder-
cusly inclined 16ward the guard, bot i was
my liberty againat hin life, und the baiance
fell my way. I had reached hia side with &
heavy piece of the aaphalt in my hands.
Without giving him time to reise his rifle,
I lilied the lump eod sent it erashiog
againat hin akull,

With & groun, he fell Into & heap ob the
floor.

1 sprang to the horse and began rapidly
to looren him [rom the waggon, But now
an enemy arcde upon whom 1 had nob
counted. My fellow-prisoner, pither from
a miataken zenke of duty or Irom a desire to
win favour and perhapa pardon for himself,
sought to pravent my departure. Heaprang
upon moe, and wa had a band-to-hand tussle,
in which it seemed ot times as it I was
poing to peb the worst of it. Backward
and forward we swayed, now with his hand
av my throat, now with my fist equare
againet his jaw, writhing, twiating, ‘biting
snd kicking ootil I finally got & good grip
on hia throat and nearly strangled him.

Seizing him with a mighty efiory, I
hurled him againet the budy of the guard,
and with » last pull at the strapa, freed the
horee from his encumbrance.

Leaping upon his back, I banged hia
sidea with my heele, and sway he went to
the northward, carrying me toward
freedom.

Bus the Sardinian prisoner was nob you
beaten, I heard the crack of the guardsa
rifle behind me, and felt a stinging sensa~
tion in the back. I waa shot.

The immediate reznlt of the wound was
to urge me te redouble my efforts to get
away., The little horse ponnded the ground
as ha did all in his power to aid me.  Still
I baiasboured him with my heels to increase
hirspesd.

I feit the warm blood cozing down my
back, and began to fesl weak mnd dizzv.
Even though [ had not been hit in a vital
epot, | knew thet the losa of blood wouold
finieh mo unless I waa nble soon to stay in
But to halt now would be death anyhow,
and I kept on. Tha rifle was fired again,
bai thie time the distance was toc preat
for the Sardinian's aim, and 1 was not
touched.

On, on wa went, my littls hores and I,
past woods and past farme, until I saw the-
road acrosa the vailey, which I had meen
from my prieon window, and which had
seemed to lead to places of refuge in the
mountaioe,

1 was now so weak irom the loss of blood
that I was ewaying {rom side to side, apd
almoas blinded by dizzinoss.

I clung desperately to tha horse until we
had orosred the vailey, and had reached
the verge of the forest and the vpward
curve of the mountain road.

So far as I koew, I was nob yet pursued,

Suddenly my horse stumbied and fell.

"My wesknoss wda now so greab that wy

hande refused to cling ; my legs were oe
those of a man puralyzed, I rolled from
the animal’s back and fell with & thud by
the wayside. Keolieved of his burden, the
horsa rocovered his footing snd plunged
forward out of sight.

I was stunned by the fall. Many brighs
lighrs reemed to play before my syes.
Music ecunded in my ears, [ remembersd
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nothing of my imprizonment or my escape.

I was in another world, then atl was blank;
1 knew nothing.

How long 1 lay thus I donot know. It
conld mot have been long, for the alarm
must have beon given end parsuers wonld
be after me.

_1 becames gonscione of a burning senra.
tion in my throat, then an exeruciating
puin in my heao, then another in my back
my arms ahd leys tingled sa if filled with

dl I felt bing preeead to my
lipe, and again the burning in my throat.

My mind grow calmer. I opensd my eyes.
Vision had returned to me. .
" Bending orer me was a monk. Ha was
elad in = long black gown or eassock, and
strings of beada hung around his nack and
from his walat. Hia broad brimmed black
hat had fullen, and his closely shaven head
glissoned in the sunlight. He wore largs,
coloured glasser, through which he peerad
in a peculiar fashion, as tf he was near-
tighted. A book, which he had perhapa
heen reading, hung sespended by his side,
Noar by stood s patient mule, which he
had na doubt bear riding. ’

*You ars wounded, san,’ he paid, in &
voice that was salt snd almost womanly.

*Yeu, farher. I replied, my own voica
coming only in & whisper. *I bave bgen
thot,’

The monk’s face wea very pale—uannubut-
ally whita, I thought.  He looked at ms
through his gogglea & moment before
answering.

*You are wounded in the back, esn,’ he
eaid. *le it the wark of un assueein

* [ will tell you the truth, fother,’ I raid,
weakly, *[ am & prisoner of the Stata,
The brother of the prefefic was murdered.
1 wan sccuased of the murder, and thoagh I
knew nothing sbout ir. [ was convicved, I
was st work on the public road to day and
escaped. A follow prisoner fired at me with
the guard's rifle and wounded me. They
will bo after me soon,’

* Alus, sgn ] Thia is s bad business.’

Tha monk, ws he asid this, 'glanced
nervously aronnd, as if apprehensive of
detection in thas succruring & prisoner of
Ktace who had eacaped.

‘Do not leave me here, falher,' I
whispered. ‘I am innocent of muvder, I
awear fit."

The monk seomed to hesitate a momont,
*1 will not leave you,” he muttered. ‘I

will oot leavs yoo. Buat your wonnd must
be bound. The bleeding mast be checked,

*There s nu time to do it here,' 1 said,
‘Get me away—anywhere vut of sight. [
oan stand it.’'

*Taka another swallow of this good
brandy,” heesaid, agein putting the weleome
flask to my lipe. 1 took & lung pull, and
el much invigorated thersby.

‘The mank put his hands undor me and
lifted me gently from theground. [ seetned
1o be but & child in hia arms. Holdisg me
across the back of hia maole, hs sasily
mounted, and, epeaking 10 the animal, we
were soon moving up the mountain side.

Nothing was said by either of ue durlng
tha ride. In fact, I was so much hurt by
the alight jolting wotion of ths mule that
my dizziness and weakness came on again,
and it seomed sa if the bleeding from my
woond had broken cut afresh.

Wea did not travel far in this way—per-
haps a quarter of & mile. Thes we had
coms to & thick portion of the forest, and
wa wore in a rugged mountain region, The
monk had been peering from side to side,
as if in ssarch of something, and euddeniy
halted his mule before a tall, whits-barked
tree thet ataod near the edye uf the road.

*I thought I knaw the place,” he mur-
mured 1o himeelf. * That ie certninly the
tree.’

Sliding from the saddle to yromnd, the
mouk took me in hie arma and carried me
into the foreat. He rpoke to his mule, and
the animal followed him.

Ha carried me oarviully over rocka and
fatlen trees and through seemingly impaasa-
bls places. He ssemed to know fally every
foot of the uneven ground and to be looking
for some particolar spot.

*Ah I' he exclaimed at laet. * It ia here.
‘The roldiers of the prefetto will have work
to find you hers.”

* And you witl not botray me, father? I
asked,

‘*Nay. [ know foll well the esse with
which Lhe prefetto imprisons falecly. You
are rafe here, And you will be fed.’

*I thank you, father,” I eaid, in grati-
tude.

We had entered a grotto. The air inside
was cool and eweet. I could hear the mur-
mur and ripple of a spring and mountain
etream near by. 1 felt s senee of rest and
security, sod my trust in the monk was
firm.

The grotto was a largs one, lighted by
the opeaing, and [arther in by & small hole
in the reof, which wae nearly covered with
vinea, The rucks inside were bare and
white. It was & maible hall in verity.
Scattered sroond were various articles,
which indicated that once this grotto had
been inhabited. Hera wus a drinking cop,
carsfully p'sced on a ledge of rock near the
bubbling epring. In another spot stnod &
little stove, upon which the lormer aceu.
pant, perhapa, cooked his meals, Andin
another place, where the rock wan fat and
projocting som» hve feet from tho wall, a
pile of furs was Inid, a# if fur a couch or
bed.

Upon this [ was laid by the monk, who
at once began to reliave me of my clothing
and to drees my wound. | was porfectiy
conecious when he began. 1 felt hie pre-
sonce, though he said but little.  But thare
came & réaction, and I felt myeall rinking
gradualiy into & dreamy stete. I-felt a
burning eénzation in my head. [ lost the
power of sight, 1 was keenly aLhirst, and
catled inceesantly for water, which wae
given me,

I felt that I wanrying.

Ko longer was [ in the grotto with the
monk. 1 wor in New York, sitting in the
window of the Latua Club chatting gaily
with the major and Dilkins. I waa enjoy-
ing a supper at Dolmonica’s, with the well-
known waiter bending over me to listan to
my orders, the bright e’ectric lighta around
me, groupa af handaome men and beantiful
women laoghing and talking at the diffarent

ables, and the ruajor sirting opposite, tell-
ing me thoe latest stary of h lifa.

I was even at times plung ng through the
paths in Ceniral Purk on my aplendid horse,
and the pay equipages thaet I pagsaed, the
groups of riders from 1he achools near the
Grand Circus, bthe gray-coaled park police,
all were as nutural es if they were not the
phantarmagoris of & brain fever.

T wan now at the circos and gazing with
wonder and admiration at Nita Barlotti,
the trapeze queen, and at Mauobikeck, the
lion-tamer, in their respastive acts.

Then the visit to Ralph (raviscoort’a
rooms and the discuvery o the photograph
was s vivid in my mind ag on the day it
actually oecurred.

And sgain the circus, the blazing rope,
the danwer that Barlokti wae in, the ailorts
of the lion-tamer and mysolf to save her,

And so on, 1 Iived over and over azain
the stirring sconen of my lask days in New
York, and 1he departure of Maubikeck and
my-elf on Lhe steaamer.

Aud then the sccident ; Maubikeck rush-
ing into my room and carrying ma on deck;
the scona at the rail ; my departure in Lhe
small boat—a.l wers vivid and real to me
again, Bukinatend of the darkness and the
fog that covered everything and obscured
my vition, | saw, surrcunded by blazing
light that epemed to come Irom heaven, the
elwm, silent Bgure of Maubikeck, etanding
with folded armn amid aacore of frighrenest,
dementad crenturer, waltineg for thoe daath
that was inevitablae. And I saw the vessel
lutech wnd go down, »iill with the silont
figure at the rail. Down, down she went—
in & moment more all would be lost—now
all worp down,

Bat no !

The verse), indead, had sunk. And thers,
standing on top of & wave, still in the glare
of the light from heaven, stood Manbiksck,
and akovs him, in red Jetters, peemingly of
tira tloating in the air. | saw the words, * If
you are saved and 1 am nos, save Nita from
Maligni'

The tlame and the white light went out
together, and I wam in [taly bargaining
with Signoe Branderf for & guide and inter-
prater to go wilh me to the leland of Sar-
dinia.

1 waa vapusly ¢conzcious of a lapee of time
an Llived over thess ecener. I pesmed to
fos! that eoine one wan near me. A% timos
I thought I heard my nsme callod eut in

‘the darknees that surrounded me, nnd [

thought I replied. But I knew nothing
real There wae nothing of actual life about
me, “After a Mimo I seemed to feel that my
bedy wan ¢old and like stone, and my snuak
wnae frea. It soered away and mingled with
other white-robed tipures, all bathed in &
lieht like that which had streamed upon
Maub keck on the einking ateamer. And
Maubikeck waa there, only iuateal of being
a soul, 1 ke myeeli, having ieft the clay
bahind, he was Mavbikeck, as 1 had known
him, etill in his magnificent fesh form. and
asmagnificent in the beavenly surroundinga
a8 he had been among earthly reenss,

And ha stretched forth his hand to me.
and raid ¢

*You have done well, Wilberton. Be
not despairing, for out ot your trouble shall
come happiness. T have seen your sllorty
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to rascus har whom I love, and for this you
sha!l have happinese upon sarth,’

And my sout came back into my body of
glay and warmed it

Axain I faneied I heard the rippling of
atrram,

Again | thought that marble walls sur-
rounded ma, At firat it seemed that [ was
in a tomb, but gradually consciousnase
eams to me ancd [ awaks, The bed of fura
was my couch ; the grotto walle ware above
me. An odour of sgmething cane to my
nostrila faintly, Itarned my head.

A fire was burning in the litrla stova.
By it, a cigarette in hia mouth, halding
something over the coale, sab Mutterslli
I e-sayed to apenk. Only a whistllag
sound came from my lips. Matterelli rose
and locked at me.

* All right, signor,” he said, in the calm
voica of a man who knew what he was
doing and had been going it a fong time.
‘It will b ready in & minute. A bitof
toast aad arip of wine will do you good.
Keep etill.  Yoa ara all right, siguor.’

Vaguely [ wondered, and dimly [ realised
that [ must have been very ill. Rut where
was the monk ? And how came Mutterelli
here whera the monk gaid aone ¢ould find
me? Yot the monk had ssid that T would
be cared for and fed, and his words were
trus. .

¢ Muttarelli ' I whizpered.

8ignorl You %Xnow me!" he cried.
* Jerus he praieed ! Yoo have long been
near death, but now you will be reatored to
life. Ahsignor! How's that?

An he caid this, he put a wooden board
before me, upon which was & glasn of wine
and & bib of white breast of chickon and &
elice of toast. Tenderly propping me up
in hiz arms a0 that I eoufd eak, he fed me,
and nothing that | had ever eaten in Del-
monico'a tasted half so good oe that dainty
moreal in that hour of my retura to earth,

*Aht Ieaid. *That was good, Mutter-
alli.’

*Sleap will be better, signor. You have
had a hot ficht and need rest, Sleep on.

o not think or tronble about anything.
You are safe, and when Muttere!li tells yoo
#0, you know it is true.’

With ihia he left me and went out of tha
grotto, perhnpa to avoid my guestioning.
I closed my eyes and a delicious eenze of
reat atole over me, and 1 tell aaleep.

I slept long and sweetly, and awoke
much refreshed. Feeling strong, [ raised
myeslf on my elbow and loohed about.

Squatting on & low stool noar the opening:

of the grottn was Mutterelli, emoking the
inevitable cigarette, calmly paring some
potatoes, the expression of hiz face being
one of utter content and placid happiness.

CHAPTER XVIIL

«MurreReLLL [ said in & whisper, which
wae all the voice I cou'd raiee,

Mutterelli Taid down hie koile and came
toward me.

* Yoo called, signor.’ he aaid.

*Where did you come from, Mutterellf?

Ha locked at me contemplatively without
replying.,

* Where ia the monk ? I acked, without
waiting for s reply to my former question.

Mutterelli put his tinger to bis lipa,

*You are not to tulk, signor," he eaid.
* Ba patient, and wlen you are atronger we
will epesk of it. You have heen very ill,
sigaor.’

* How long have I been iu the grotto,
Motterelti 7 I acked,

*Sixteen daye, signor.”

1 sank back on my fur couch, overeome
by a sense of weaknere aod ukter helpless-
nesa,  Sixteen days. And it seamed as
though it war but un hour since the monk
had carried ma into the yrotto, and had set
sbout dressing my wound. And the changa
irom the monk to Mutterellt wos ao strange,
o unexpected. Yet Mutterelli wus catm,
and seemed perfuct!y at homein tiiis atrange

lace.

When he had replied to my lant guestion,
he offerad me a glnes of wine, which I drank.
Ther he turned and waiked out of the
grotto, I remembered that he had done
thia when [ first aaw and recognized him,
and realined that this was his method of
enforcing silence, Ho alone I Iay, and in
my weakness wondered what chain of gir-
cumetances had led Muttorelli to the
grotto,

In about an bour Mutterelli returped.
He placidly wentabaut the grotto prepering
a moal. Healightod & lire in the livtla etove,
He got water from the spring in shining
tine, which were evidently new. He made
coffes. 1le put potatoes ta boil in an irgm
pot.  He cooked »ome chaps which were of
the muflon or native sheep. He poached
sgge. During all of which he sooke never
& word to tne, who Isy on my elde gazing at
him with wondering eyes. .

* Now,' he ajaculated, when everything
whi Jone Lo his ratisfaction,

* You have prepsred quite a banquet,
Mutterelli,’ [ said.

* Yer, vignor.'

He drew a rouvh table, evilently made of
the lucal wond by the former cocupant of
the grotin, near to my bad, and lald apom
it ¢dishes for two., ] was sagresab'y sur-
prised at this, for with mny returning

strangth my appetite was good, Thearoma
of Matterelll's coffes refreahed and invigor
ated me. The odour of tho chops and the
wight of the golden yolk of the poached eggs
prodased in me & Barce deaire to got ab
them and ratisfy my hungor.

Mutterelli propsped mo op in u half eitting
poeture, and ixed my dinner on a plate,

* Naw, signor,” he eaid, *if you are huagry
oat.”

And [did eat. With avery mouthful I
scomed to be potting new lite and strength
into my body. How good it all was. Even
the potatoss were Buky and whits, It was
s fanst Bt for the gods, -

Yot my guoide and present nacss wou'd
not allow me to aat all I wanted, No doubt
I had all Lhat was good for me, bus it
poemed as if 1 coahi go on eating all day,
But Mutterolll knew too much to allow ne
Lo ovar feed,

* You have had anough, eignor,” he eaid.

*What! ] have just begun.' .

" *No. You have eaten plenty. You ara
not strong snough, signor. By to morrow
{nu may et more : thes Lhe next day more.
na week 1 will not abjact if you eat » |
whole mouflon.’ . '

He clearad away the table, and tnok the
dishes outerda of the grotto. In a faw
minutes he brought them back, clean und
dripping, eud 2at them: on edge to dry.

Then he rlowly rolled a cigaretts in his
fingers and lighted it, R

He drew » ebool near my bed and rat °
down. .

* How do you feel, eiznor ** he asked,

1 feol much bester,’ I replicd. * That
dinner of yours just made s new man of
we.*

And indeed my voice wam much stronger,
and proved the truth of my warde,

Mutterelli was evidently going to talk, so
I waited patiently for him to begin, -

*You have been very sck, signor,” he
safd tinally, * 1t is now siziven dage since
you came here.”

. *Yes' I repliad ; *»o vou tald me before. -
But how many days is it since yox came
here? -

* Bixteen, signor,’ he replied ca’'mly.

* You fotlowed me?' :

‘1{3#, eignor, 1 was told where to find

ou.

“ Then my hiding place is known " I zaild.

“Yes, eignor. ¥Your hiding-place is known
to me, and to the monk who brought you
hers. That is ail,*

*And you saw the monk? Yoo must
have soen him, for he only conld tell yoo
whore to find e,

*Yes, eignor, I saw Lhe monk. The
alarm was piven after yon escaped, and 1 -~
heard it. I ut once rlipped away, nnd began
looking for you. Others were looking for
yoa, signor, in less friendly epirit than wes
Mutterelli. 'The prefeifo ha+ his men nut
looking for yoo, signor.” They went oot
the duy you eacaped, and they ate out yeb.
They will stay out, teo, for all they wi | find
you.'

* But I don’t underatand yat how the
monk happened ko pick you out to trust
above ali others. Did you know him, or he
you ¥

Muttorelli fumbted hie cigarette.

* Yes, signor. I had scen the mankin
Genon, and he has seen me hers, He is a
good monk, signor, When 1 met him [
avkerd him if he had seen a prisoner running
awasy, He looked at me cloesly and
recognired me. Then he said he had nok
seon 6 prisoner running away, bat he knew
whaere thers was a wounded man who needed
careful nureing, and he thought this
wounded wman had been a prisoner gnd had

run away. That is the way he doea things, ™
that monk. He wae alwaysmysterious like
that.'

* But if he trusted you merely bacauee he
knew you, he will surely trust othera, He
mu2l kncw plenty of others in Sardinia.’

Mutterelli wused a second.

*Yee, signor, he knows pleaty in Sardinia,
but he btrusts only me. [ alone have his
confidence. The monk and [ belong to the
sume eecret society, signor, though I am -
Lut n poor member, Beo, signar ¥’

*Yhat |I' 1 replied. * A monk s member
of n macret society. [« it poreible?

* Yae, vignor, in Surdinia.’

He opened hia jacket, and under it was s
peculiar veat of white silk, upon which wate
embroidertd some eymbols in gold.

‘The wonk and I ara brothers in this,’
waid Mutterelli, tap the gold insignia,

* And where is this kind monk now? [
arked. ‘I must have opportunity to ex-
prees my wratitade jn s soitable manner,
He saved my life, Mutterolii — he and
you,"

Mutterelll shrugged bhia shoulders,

*It t» hard to say whero he {s now, signor,
He will be arcund bafore you leave hore,
He han virited you ofcen,’

* What is his name, Muttarelli ¥

*Hae is Brother Michmel, eignor, of the
Order of Jewsvite, He is high In lavour
with the genera! of the order, signor, and
tras ele much, doing mieionary work,’

" And the monks st tha Monastery of
The Baints? To what order do they be-
long? .

'Tlluoy ora Jesults, signar,’ replied Mut-

1.

The exertlon of bulking had besn rovers,
and 1 telt that § must stop.

* You are weary, siznor,” eaid Motieralli,
*You havs talked too much. You murs
rest, I will leave you."

He sauntered tdward the entranos of the ~

groite, and [ eaw kim panes long encogh
to twist the end of mnother cigaratte and
light it. Theo he disappeared throvgh the
marble arch.

* 1lny back on my fare, wondering. Mat-
terelli had answered all ‘my questions in s
struightforward manner; yet I foit an un.
easinees an to the truth of what he hed
vaid. Thero was, in my mind, & vagoe yet
rabidly growing conviction that Muttershi
wod the monk were one and the eame. I
knew that Murtereili was & marter hand at
disguising. The timely meeting beiwesn
the monk and Matterelli ; 1he implicic con-
tidence which the monk reposed in Muteer-
ellf, who, I knew, had a price —all thess
things, as I thought tiem over, convinced
me that Mutteralli was BBrathey Alichael,
und Brother Michnel wan Mutterelli. Sa
far ho had done well, But how was I ever

to got away from Sardinia, and how was1:

going to continue my eforis to rescore Nita
Barlotti to the aphera in life
knew sha belonged ?

CHAPTER XIX,

* Morrerewny, I want
tion."

to aek you' a ques

and I felt much etronger, and had been
watching Mutterelli with = [seling of

emusement as he putterad around, doing
this and shat for bis own comfort and
mine. . :

*Ask it, signor,” he replied, waving & -

gun-cleaner at. me. . Hea had just sat down
to elean a rifle which, I suppose, he used to

to which I

It was the sacond day of my renawsd lifa -

shoot the mouflon and uther pams uvpon °

which we were feeding. . * Thore la o law
in the grotto to compel me to anawer is if [
don't want to,” . L

“No,’ 1 said. - But there is no resson

why von should not tell m# this, if von~’

know. Have yoo any idea who reatly killed
Pocho Maligni ¥

Everything dropped from Muttarelli's
hands. and "he atured &t me, seemingly

“ avercome with sarprise.

. No, signor,

- chair and left the room.

¢

Celii, .
* I wae rejoiced to hear this My greatest -

* Who killed—who —who killed Maligai?
What ia that, .signor? Oh, yee, I forgos.
1 do uot know who killed
Maligri,*

Bomsathing in hiz looks made me think
that his reply. wan prompted by an iden
that my mind hud not fully returned to me,
and thar 1 did not remember the killing of
Maligni. P

*What have yon forgotten? 7 don't
know who killed him, I know' [ did not.
I never killed anvbody, unless it may be

that poor devil of s guard whose head 1.

amaghed with a lump of a=phals.? .
* You didn't kill the gunrd,’ said Mutter-
‘ He was only stunned.* :

—in fact. my only—regret in the whola
busineas had been the unplessant neceseity
of silencine that euard.

*But Matigni? exclaimed Mutterell
* You did not kitl bim ¥

"*No,' 1L replied * *I awear it. I did not
evan soe him etruck. I was outside of the
villa making my way to the gate with Nita
Barlotti, when I heard him ery out and
heard the alarm given, 1saw him when 1
was on the balcony, but he got up from his
The next time I
eaw him, he wan lying dead, 1 am oe moch
in the dark abous it as any one.’

Mautteralt whiatted.

* This ia news 10 me, signor. 1 thought,
of course, you killed Maligni. Bub if you
did not, then who the deace did 7'

‘1 doa't know, That is what I want to
know.' Co-

*You shel know, signor,’ paid Mulier-
ell, and hin jaw mnapped, ‘Nearly a
tonth has been wasted, in which, perhaps,
T conld have run the muriferer down and
tob you free. But I will do it yat, signor.
Do not fenr. I will know who the murderer

of Maligni is in leea than rixteen days.

tmore.’

*Find him," I said, ‘and the twenty-five
thousand lirs that I promised you ehall be
doubled,”

*Ah1 Thank’you, signdr,
faithful, but he ia poor. Therefora he ia
grateful. 1 must see Brother Michael to-
day, 1fI can find him."

The last sentoncs seemed to be mn after.
thooght. My own opinion was thatb if the
wily Mutterelli wanted to see Brother
Michxel he woald not need to go fmr—a
mirror would show him the Jesuit's fa

‘That afternoon Bluttereili went awsy and
did not 1eturn until long Into the night.
Whon hé did come in, hs broathed henvily,
and reomed liko & man who had besh drink-
ing much wine. o

* Yoo have found gsy companioos, Mas-
terelli,” I

He looksd at me molomnly, his face being
Mamined by the llo he heid teadily
und hin eyes blinking wiraly. .

* Yen, nignor,” he vaid, strugeling desper-
ately with his volce.  * Brother Miohael and

Mutterelli ja

- and Skin Affections.

SKIN DISEASE

. Ayer’'s Sarsaparilla
Mr. Geo. W. Burtner, Keaileiown, Vs,
writes, na follows s o .

= Rhortly after leaving sollege. T was tronbled
with & skin disduse which showed itself, firsy, af
the ankles, Fhysiciius prunnunced it sczama,
ne that entaplaint,: The erup-

tion crept minwly up my lmbs, aud on Lhe Lody,
, uptll it anveloped the whole frame. 1t gave ine
fuinite irouble with eonstwnt itchlng, easting off
of dry scales, sud & watery lijuil which would

exnde from under the seales. T treated 4 for |
aver three Yours unanccessainily, and was onable

‘ﬁ" check it until § hegan using Ayer's Sarsapa- -

eT'B -
la. T nsed {hree hettlea of this medicine and -
skin becomi:

was eompletel
smooth and ¢lear ng before,”

Ayers Sarsaparilla

Has Cured Others, Will Cure You
Madeby D7 3. €. Ayer & Co., Lowel]l, Mass.,U 8.4
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Nerve, Biood, & Skin
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HERR RASSMUSSEN'S
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ALFALINE
- (Registered),

" A Permanent Cure for
Nerve, Skin, and Blood Diseases.

HERR RASSMUSSEN, the Celebrated Danish
Herbalist and Gold Medallist, of pr Lambton Quay,
Wellington, N.Z,, and 547 George Street, Sydney, is
worll-renowned for the thousands of Cures which
hive been eflected by i Herbal Kemedies, and the
i Thousands of Testimonials
Speak for themselves as to the immemse virtues of
these Herbal Remedics.
ALFALINE VITALITY PILLS

' Are a Certaim Cure jor Weak Nerves, Depressed

Spirits, Lichality, and Weakness of the Spine, Brain,
and Nerves, Special Powerful Course, 438, 6d.p
Crdinary Course, 235, 6d.; Smaller Bozxes, r2s. and
6s. posted.  Send fur Free Pamphlet.

ALFALINE BLOOD PILLS
Are_unsurpasscd as a Blvod Purifier and Rlood
Tonic, and will eradicate the most obstinate Rloed
Price, same as Vitality Pills,

His Alfaline Universal Pitls fur Female Complaints,
Rheumatic Fills, Asthma and Cough Fills, Fat
Reidncing Powders, Varicocele Powders, Gargle
Powdurs, Flesh Producing Powders, Worm Cakes,
Bath ‘lablets, Eucalvptus Qil and Jnjubes, Hair
Restorer_and Complesion Beautifer, Liver and
Kidgey Pills, are all simply wonderful.

for bis Free Book,
Which containg all particulars and many useful hints
and numerous ials. All Correspond
Private and Confidential. "Write without delay, and
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HERR RASSMUSSEN, ;
91 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON. N.Z.
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1 had much to rey to such other, Bat it ta
too late for patienta like you Lo be talking,
o to wleqp.'

I could pet no mora nat of him, and I tay
thera lu silence watching him, as in the
dim light of the candle he moved aboub
preparing to go 1o bed.

1o a far eorner of the grotio, upon some
boards Isid lengthwise, some furs liks thore
on which Llay had been placed. Upon this
ruda conch Mutterslli atretehod himealf and
was noon rnoring away as if he was reposing
on the soflast bed in his probably comfors-
able home in Genca. And aalthoughsof it
Ilauyghed softly to myssif. It wan probably
a atrange placa for Mutterelli to ba sleeping.
¥Yot, mora than that, the thought came ta
me that it was n strange couch for & monk,
And laughing aguin at Muatterslli's clumey
attempts ta deceive me, ! foll asteep.

Tha days passed slowly after this, yet 1
mended rapidly. Aus often aa needful Mut-
torelli dresred my wound, and my ceturning
atrength brought resewed ambitice and
stronger determination to carry to & euo.
conalul [ssue the purposes that liad brought
ma (0 Sardinia. But [ could get nothing
out of Mutterelli. Ae my etrenuth increased
his abrances trom the grotto grew longer,
antil at times he would be awuy for a day
and a night at a strecch, in which intervals
of his absences [ would turn cook and supply
myself with viands, And as Matterelli'e
ab:ences prew longer, his communieative-
noes grew less. 1 plied him with questiona
about the mouok and about the pretetio and
about Nita Barlotti, but all I got, day after
day, were reitersted cautioue uhout leaving
che grotto and vague and mis:y rentencea
about great plane being laid for my benefit
by Mutterelli and * Brother Michael."

Nita Bartotti was still ut the country resi-
dence of the prefetto, and Mlucterelli in-
formed mo that it was rumoured that sha
would soon becoine the bride of the Count
di Pordine. [ could not res how or wherein
tha count was any improvement over Pacho
Maligni, bat contined as [ was to the protto,
I wae, of course, powerless then to do any-
thing in her behaif. And Musterelli par-
tiully reassured me by raying that the count
would not be allowed to wed har, for.when
ha and Brother Michael bad got my aflairs
straightenad out, they would atiend to the
¢ase of Lthe Count di Pordine and his pro-

sed marriage

All this was pacifying and almost satisiy-
tng in the early days of my convalercence,
when | was 100 weak to do anything but
lie wpon my bed of furs and watch Mutter-
oalli and listen to his remarke, with mingled
doubt and admiration., But there came a
day when [ wase no longer weak, and when
the blood, full of life, rushiog through my
badv, gave me vigour and o de-ire to ga
outzide again into the world and sece for
mysetf what wan going on, and do for my-
eeit what ] had become convinced no one
elso waold be able ta du for me.

It was on one of thasé days when Muttar.
#lli was away that the epirit of vnrest
weized me, nod I grew impationt and
norvous at my enforced idiensan,

Mutterelli, with bis ueus! regard for my
comfort, had procured in somie way &
wupply of good cigars, and Lsat on my bed,
with myg back agsioss the perpendicular
wall of marble, smoking one of thess. 11 1
had had snything to read, perhaps [ would
hava felt easior ; but my stock of literature
was limited w a copy of the Puris edition
of s’ New York paper, now several weoks
old, which Mutterelli had become in some
way possowred of. I had read this from
title page to tha Inst advertisement about
a dozan times and knew it by heart.

Blipping from my couch I meandered on-
earily around -the grotte, grumbling in.
wardly at the unpleasant delay in my plana

snd thinking hanl. trying to help myself,

out of my present difficalty.

I had not examined the grotto very care-
fully before, and | waa surprised, when ap-
proaching the entrance in my aiwless
ramble, torea lettera carved in rhe rock
away to the right of the arch. Stepping
to thin spot, 1 read the words earily, so
desply and evenly were they cut into the
marbls ; : . : :

_*"HENRY THORLANE.
I WILL AYENGE.

The same worde and in the same form

as I had 1ound theth in the cell in the Torre -

dell Elefante. ) .

Henry Thorlane, then, wae no doubt the
former occupant ot the cave, But now s
puzzling quertion arose : When could he
have carved those letters in the wrotto?
Previous to hia arrest he woald, lor ali I
koew, taking Mucterelli’s story inio the
matter, have no causs for vengeance. And
Mutterelli had eaid that ive was in the mon-
antery, from which there could be no escaps,
Yot there was his nam= and his motto—his
war ory—carved in letters that wouid Inst
for centuries, in the marble rock before me.
One of two things wae sertain.  Mutterelli
did not know all thestury before Thorfans’s
arrezt, of he did not know what had hap-
pened afterward. v was ibla that

Still pondaring upon thie, 1 began to lock
still farther for avidencea of Henry Thor-
lane's cocapancy. Groping about in curners
and around ledges I bruised my Lngar nails
fecling for more carved letlors.

1 tousd 6o mors lotiers, but 1 did find &
trap door. My fingera cume in contaco
with an iron ring. 1 kpew it muoet bave
bsen placed there tor & purpose. I pulled
it. It did not move. and [ did not dure
exert my etrangih for {ear of reopening
the wound in my back. 1 lighted n
candle, for the ring was in s dark portion
of the grotio, and cloesly examined the
place, { found that the ring was Instened
to a wooden cover, which was held in
place by two large pieces of rock which
were laid upon iv, Thess I rolled away,
and the trap door came up easily. The
opening thus maide led into & smal,
cellar-like hole, not deep encugh to
adwit a person atasding ersct, but quite
larpe encurh for m men to crawl inle if
pursved, and by lying on the Ocor, wake
discavery almost imposeible.  And lying on
the floor was a wooden box or cheap kind of
trunk. 1 managed to get Ihia out, and
opencd it.  Itcontained clothing of various
kinds, marke, boards, wigs, in fuct, every-
thing that was needed for & complets dis-
guive. And as [ oxamined thie most for.
tunate tind, I chucklied aloud, for a most
despersta echems had comse inlo my head,
and with the diccovery of the trunk of
clothing, my impatienes vo be up and doing
wan doubled, . tripled, quadrapled.

1 would be frea !

And Nita Barlotsl ahould at last know
wha elie was, and be placed in poeseseion of
her own.

{ To be Continued, )

AN fll-natured man says that all men onght
to marry, becanse it iz so * handy to have
somebody to blame whea things go wiong
with you."

A dellicisns
novelty is Bmtice

ONTSERRAT
Lima Frult Julog Ualy tha hmo:
EAUCE. | Rl i
Agenta: Chrystall & Ce., Christchurch,

tlwads
\es

8UY MILWARDS ONLY.

ROWLANDS’
KALYDOR

The moek beantifying, acothing, .
refreehing milk for the skin ever produced; is
romoves  Freckles, Tan, Sunburn, noma R
Roughness, soothea and hesls all {rritation, snd
produces soft, faly, delicate akin and a beautifully
pure and healthy complexion. Warranted harmless.

ROWLANDS' MACGASSAR 0OIL

Nourishos, pressrves and beautifies the bair.

ROWLANDS’ EUKONIA,

A purs tollet powdar in three tints, whits, rose and
Gream.

healing, and

Ask Chemista and Stores for RowLanpa' article
of 20, Hatton Oarden, Lundun, wad avcid cheap.
poisonvus imilktions. .

Thorlane had excaped, mads his home in
the gratto, and had been captured again,
Or-and as [ thooght this, my heart stcod
etill a second—what if Matterelli wae right
and Thorlane had been put in the monastery
and had gained the confidence of the
superior and hud joined the order unknown
to the prefetto or anvbody outside the
Jesnit circle Ineide the mondetery walls,
And if w»o, then, perhaps Mutterelli wns
Muttersili and no one a'ee, and the monk
who had rercued me was fenry Thorlane,
Thie would acconnt for his kuowledye of
the place, and would place the stories of
Moutterelliregarding hin sharein the matter,

the mesting with the monk and the recog-

nition, more io the light of rrath.

FIRST DISPLAY.

e OF i

SPRING & SUMMER

WNWOVELTIES.

A LOVELY COLLECTION OF

MANTLES, JACKETS, CAPES, DRESS FABRICS

ALS0,

A CHARMING VARIETY oF —

WASHING MATERIALS' PRINTS,

ETC.,

FATTERNS FOAT FEEE.

ETC.,

CREPONS, DRILLS, PIQUES,

ZEPHYRS, SATEENS,

ETC.

FPATTERNS POST PREE.

J. BALLANTYNE & €O,

CASHEL-STREET,
CHRISTCHURCH.

- AYER’S

‘Sarsaparilla

MAKES PURE BLOOD.

Pure blood means health, strength, and happiness, Tiad blood means
serofula, phnples, bwils, carbuncles, wleers, tumors, and other dangerous

ailments.

Ayer's Sarsuparilly eleanses, vitalizes, and enriches the blog:,
thus imparting renewed life and energy,

It enres disease by removing tne

cause from the system; it takes away That Tired Feeling, quickens the

appetite, and restores

HEALTH AND STRENCTH

to those who have becoma enervated by climatic or other influenees,

Out of

many thousands of testimonials, we have space lhere only fur the following :

Mr. R. DENNIS, Adelaide, So. Australin, writes:—* It is with very much
pleasure thiat I testify to the great benefit I received frem using your

wonderful blood-purifier.

thoronghly out of order.

I was a sufferer for years from imdigestion, Joss
of strengih and appetite, and constipation.
A friend finally toll me to tuke Aver's Sursaparilia.

My whoele system seemed to be

1 followed his advice, thongh feeling isconraged at the Trnitless resulfs of
other treatment, and 1 am ihankful 1o state that a few bottles completely

cured me,”

Mr, RoseErRT Goonreniow, Miteham, So. Anstralia, writes;—*T have
used Ayer's Sarsapartilla in my fumily tor years, and woutl not be withont
it. I used to suffer with beils and skin cruptions, attended with great

lassitude and general debility.
to my business,

In fact, 1 was so ill that 1 eonled not attend
Heing advised te try Aver'as Saesaparillia I did so, and 3 mm
happy to say that the inedicine testored me to perfect healt),

E hiave sinee

used Ayer's Sarsieparilla for my children, in various complninds, and it has

alwaya proved effective.
blood-puritier in existence,”

I can gufely recounoend it to sufferers as the best

AYER’S SARSAPARILLA

A Record of Half a Century.

Highest Awards at the World’s Creat Expositions.
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MICHAEL THE UPRICHT.

MoRK than two hundred years ago there
lived lo Holland slittle boy named Michaal.
Hia parents were poor, acd wished to bring
him op to some trade ; bub Michasel’s heart
was seb apon being s sailor, and nothing
elee wounld da, 80 he was allowed to have
bis way; and bis father got s berth for
him in & veassl about to sail for Morocco,
on the cosat of Africa. It belonged to a
merchant who was in the habit of carrying
oot bales of cloth to sell to the nativea nf
that place. As he went himself in the
ship, he had foll opportonity of teating the
character of bis new *band,’and he very
8001 found that he was something worth
baviog. Not ooly was he guick to leara
bis duties, but, what waa far batter, he was
a boy to be trusted. Whatever he had todo
be did it in the best way he conld, whether
anyone was lookiog at him or not.  * This
is the boy I waat,’ thaught the merchant ;
and Michae! rose rapidly. s industry,

atience, snd honesty wera known and

onoured by all. At last, one day tha
merchant fell siex, and conld not go with
the veasel, which was laden ready to sail
for Moroeco. What conld he do? He
knew of ounly one person to whom he could
entrnab hia cargo. He sent for Michael and
told him that he most go in his master’s
atond, Michesl was young, and the re-
sponsibility was great, but it was his dary
and he did not flineh from ib. The ship
aailed with Michael in charge, and in dne
time, he mighs bave been seen arranging
his cloth in the market place at Moroecu.
Now the city was governed by a deapnt
called & Bey ; and so despotic waa he that
he ¢onld do what be liked with the lives of
his people without anybody to eall him to
account, Un this very morning he came
into the market, and, slter inspecting the
varions piecen ol cloth in Michael's keepiog,
he Gxed om one end asked the price.
Michasl oamed it. The Bey offered half
the sum named. ¢Nay,' eaid Michsel,
‘I a2k no more than it is worth: my
master expecte thav price, and I am
only bis servant, 1 bave no power
to take less. The BHey's face grew
dark with anger, aod tha bystanders
trambled, for they koew that it was cee-
taio death to oppose the wishes of the
cruel governor. ‘I will give you till to-
morrow to think about it,’ he eried, and he
walked away. Michael put back the cloth

ahot by & Me Teal. Now I had from time
to time saved up & amall quantity of anrdioe
oil, baliaving mys«alf to be & famons hoose-
kesper. In a moment of vain seif-con-
tidence I andertook tha dinner that pighs,
and we invited Mr Campion to come and
eat veoison staske,

I fried those steaks in my sardine oil, and
served them promdiy. They powitively
looked like real steaks, anch as peaple
would eat at home. Bab, ales | scarcely
had two monthinls been saten when every
ong ed from the table, and my wonderfal
dinner was abandoned to the littls native
who waited on as.  He cortainly enjoyed it
immensely, so even that ill wind blew some-
body good ; bat it wae unanimonuly decided
that hencelorih I #as never to be trusted
with the preparation of meale.

—_——

WHY HE WOULDN'T PAY.

A YOUXCG man was standing beside aome
luggsage tur & train, when & porter came ap
to bim, and eaid :

* Sir, Lhat loggage is overwelght.’

¢ Who saye iv in? asked the man, who
atammered badly,

‘Well, 1 think it is,’ anawersd the
porter, * but we will weight it.’

During the converaation a crowd had eol-
lected around them, apd another porter
ceme up, and asked what was ths matter.
‘The man stammeied ount :

* F—iret be says 1t is overweight ; then
he—says he th—Iiake it is averweight, and
th—en he says be will weigh it.’

The porters then took hold of the lug.
gage, and carrned it to the office and
weighed it.

*[o in over-weight, and you have got 1s
91 to pay,’ eaid porter No. 1.

¢ Sh—an’ pay 1t,’ the wan said.

¢ Well, if you won't pay it we shall fetch
the stationmaster,’ waid the porter.

¢ Fetech wh—o you like ; sh—an't pay it,’
again stammered the man,

Tht stationmaster was duly fatched, and
on arriving ssked what the bother was
abont, when 1the man again eaid :

tP—irss he saya it 1 over-weipht, and
then th—ioks iv's over-weight, and shen he
weighs it. and says it is over-weight, and
1 have 15 94 to pay. Sh—an'c pay.’

* Well,’ »aid the stationnaster, in & rage,
*why won't you pay it

*B it 18 b—not my loggage,”

and began calmly to waid on his .
* [ am in God's hands,” he said, when those
sround him begged him to give in and save
his life, *He who is not true in small
things, how shall he be teue in great? If
my master losss one penny through me, I
am pot a faithful servant.’ The morrow
ecame, The Bey appeared sa before, only
that bewsides hia other servanta the public
executioner followed bebind bim. He
asked the same qoestion, sod he gobd the
same apswer, *Take my life if you will,’
added the brave Michael, *but I shall die
with a ¢lear conscience, aud as & true ser-
vant of my master.’ It wos an awfal
moment, Hverybody expected to hear the
order, *Strike off his head1 and in =
moment it woald have been dove. Bat iv
waas not dobe.  The Face of the Bey suddenly
chauged. *Thon art & noble moul,’ he
eried, * Would that I bad soch s servant
a8 thon art ! Give me thy hand. Christian,
thou shalt be my friend. [ will make of
the ¢loth & robe of honour as & memorial of
thy fdelity.” Aod the Bey threw a purse
ot gold upon the table, took ap the eloth,
and departed, And the young man who
was thus faithfal over a few thiogs did not
go uorewsrded, We do not lose eight of
bim there. He tose step by step till he
became an admiral, and he fought the
battles of his cosntry as nobly as be sold
bis master's ¢loth, ana the name of Michael
Haoyter, koown at that time over the world,
is still honoured And remembered iu his
pative sountry. And the thing about him
which they love best is this, that in the
vergr face of death he dared to do what waa
right !

———
DIFFICULTIES OF COOKING.
Ix African ts the ion of

food is @ burning one.  How to obtain pro-
visions, huw to cook them when procured—
thess ars problems of abaorbiog iuterest in
a pioneer camp. The acthore of * Adven-
tures {n Mashonsland * say that it is curious
and Interesting to watch the process of
victuslling & new conotry. 'he trader
throws the masb ecceatric provisiona on the
markat, At ope time, the muthor aays,
nothing but tinned lobater could be pur-
chased st tbeir settlement ; snd ab another
time the whole of Manica breakfasted,
dined and sapped on foic yras.

Uur cookiog utearils consisted of & threa:
legged pot sod & fryioe pan. How were we
to create s dioner? Ve boiled the ex fiash
{o the three legged pot, wheoce it ivnued in
the condition of shoe leather. Mixing the
meal with water, wa mwade the most hor.
tible hali cooked Hat cakens by beatiog the
doagh on hot stones, Thers was neither
bakiog powder nor yeast lo the country.

Caoe dey we recelved a present of venieon,

answered the man, and walked ofl,

———

PRESENCE OF MIND.

Duming  the popular excitement and
riotons demonstrations in Russia, growing
out of the outbreak cf cholers, a priest ab
Baratofl was attacked by & mob. A man
had shoated upon seeing him :

¢ There’s the man that seized me and
boried me alive! I've only this instant
;.ncn.pcd from the grave that he put me

o !

The excited people, thoroughly convineed
that there was a wurderons coaspiracy
against them, rushed upon the priest with
cries which =howed their determination to
put him to death.

The priest folded his arme and smiled,

* You have just come ont of the grave,
you say ? he called to the man.

Ay, that I have 1"

*Then how,' seked the priest, * does it
happen that you've bad time te ges drunk
nlready ¥

A it was found that the man's breath
emelled of lignor, the laogh was tnroed
upon him, aud the crowd lefr the priesv
oomolested.

The same popular excitement in Russia
haa been the occasion of an example of
what may be called poetic and pictarerque
tetribution whick would be possible only in
& deapotic eountry.

At Nijni Novgored, where the anthorities
and physicians were making a strencous
abtempt to stile the cholera, a merchant
led a violent agitation wbich waa directed
suainat the doctors. He circalated reporta
tbat the physicians were buryiog patieata
slive, snd endeavoured to inflaence the
people against them.

The governor general of the provines
caneed the merchaob to be arreated, and
after so examination was convinced that
the charge against him was troa,

‘1 am going w give you w govermment
appoictoent,’ vaid the governor, ‘as & ra-
ward for what you regard ss your exercise
of pablis epicit,’

* A government appointment!’ eaid the
man, delighted,

*Yes. [ appoiot you s nurss on the
floating cholerm bospital in 1he river,
Thera you will have au opporttnity to ses
whether there is cholera oF not, and also to
obeerve whether any pereone are being
buried alive' -

The man was sent, therefors, to take
cars of cholera patients, [t is unoecassar
tosay thav he was not bighly pleased wit
his *appointment,’

MR DUANE, OF AUCKLAND.

Wx ahall print the whola of Mr Isaae
Dasne’s letter, only regretting that iy is
not longer. He might have mentioned that
Juane, the month in which ha wrote, is the
ooldest month in the year in his country,
and Janoary the hottest. Hes might also
have reminded us that New Zealand is al-
most as large us great Britain, with a maoeh
more desirable climate, He might forther
have said 1hat it in & wholesome place to
live in, ma |t oontaine few physical sources
of disense, and eases po insect 20 noxi-
ous an the English wng. Yet on reading
his letter we shal! Gnd that thoss sttractive
islanda in the far Boathern Sea are not free
from an enemy we are called upon to fighs
here In England, as eleewhere chroughont
the world.

* I have moch pleasars in writing youn,’
saya Mr Duane, 'as to me it is a privilege
aa woll as a duty to describe an experience
in which I am confident you will be in-
terested,

* Ever since 1 was a boy I have not only
anffered from indigestion in its woret form,
but I have been & martyr o 6. Soch
success in Jife as I have achieved has been
in the face of the copatant oppoeition et
up by this miserable complaine. Al jts
symptoms are familiar to me as the smoke
of London s to a dweller in that rather
grim old city. The bad tastein the month,
the fitfnl appetite, the distress in the
atomach after eating, the pains in the chest
and back, the dali headache, the sense of
wesriness sad fatigoe, tha depression of
apirits, the want of ambition o take hold
of any labour, the weakness zesulting from
lack of weoMicient nourishment, etc—al
1hese were part and {mmel of my life from
wy youth to s time I am going to speak of
in & moment.

‘1 can only accoant for it by assoming
that I muet have inherited 8 tendency 1o
thin disease. At all events it cast & gloom
over my whols history up to the date of my
recent happy deliverance. The record of
the sleepless, wretched nights I paesed
would make almost a volome by itseif.
Times beyond eonnting I have arisen from
¥ bed In the morning, glad the night was
gone, and yet in no trame of mind to
welcome the day. To the chronic dyspep-
tic rest does not bring strength as it does
to othere.

*You will hardly need to be told that I
made every effort to obtain a cure. I tried
medicine after mediei now thing I
thonght of myself and then something ad-
vertised in the newspapers, And ma to
doctors (against whom 1 desire to say not &
word), I tried one after another, and faith-
folly nsed the preseriptione they gave me;
bat nothing more than temporary relief
came of it.

* Aboub four years ago a friend spoke to
me of the great reputation of Mother
Seigel's Byrap in coring sll silmeats of the
digestion, and urged me to make a trial of
it, [ might as well say frankly that I had
little faith that it wonld do me Bny good;
but I was in such pain that I was in a mood
to try anything that offered the remotest
chance of & care. 5o 1 bought & bottle, and
the very first dose made me feel better,
‘This was 6o cheering and hopeful that [ con-
tinued taking the Syrup, and to my sur-
priee I grew better and better until I was
cured. All the symptoms which made my
life a burden for so many years are now
yone, snd I am a different wan. If sver,
from oy canse, I have a temporary recor-
rence of indigestion, a few doses of Mother
Seigel’'s Byrop produces immediate relief,
and leaves me in good health. Yor have
my foll consentto pnb'isb this letter, [
am well known in Aanckland, and always
glad to tell any one by word of mouth whas
& wonderful eore your remedy worked in
my caee. {(Signed) lsanc Dnane, coach-
builder, Karangshape Road, Auockimnd,
New Zealand, Jupe 25.h, 1895.*

Qur Home remders will perceive that not
in Eoglsnd alose butin far distant guarters
of the globe thia celebrated medicine is
known, and_is successfol where others do
oot avail. It is the mest commonplace of
truths that ita praises are sounded wherever
civilisation extends, and io wlmost every
written langusge the name of Mother
Beigel’a Syrup finds an ackbowledged pilace,

—prr

VITAL QUESTION. —An exchange prints
the nylnf of & small boy who, withoub
koowing it, perbaps, bas beguu to apply
ope of the most important principles olpbha
military art. *Did yon see & boy about
my »jze round the cormer ¥’ be inquired of
au elderly gentleman who was ‘passing.
*Yes, I beliava I did,’ said the man, °© Dfd
he book ogly * ‘I dido's notice.' * Did he
look seared? I don's kunow. Why?
* Why, I heard he was 1oond thess, apd I
don’t know whether be wants 6o lick me,
or whether be's afraid 1'm golog to lick him.
Wish I did.”

Badder and  Wiser,—The ill-natured
mastill that bud made & leap st the tail
of & pessing cow, amil got kicked into the
gutter for his paine, pickod biweell up and
limped slowly awsy. It never pays,’ he
ssid, ‘1o jump st a conclosion.’

STEADY I

There is & Ron oo onr Blends.

While we are glad to see it,

And bappy to keep pace with it,

We wang to puint oot

THERE 1S NO NEED FOR ALAKM

THE QUALILY

ALWAYS THE SAME.
And w»ill be jost as goud next week aa thie,

We hold an 1MMEXSE STOCK, and there
ia ENOUGH FOR EVERYBODY.

Please keep calm, WE WON'T FAIL
YOu.

Yours faivhinlly,
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY.

W. & G. TURNBULL & CO.,
Proprietors,

READ THIS!

A FRESH * HALL" MARK.

IR HALL CAINE, nuthor of " The
Fa Deemster.” " The Bondaman,” * The
Alunxiien.” ele., when speaking on “Crili-
2ism " recontly, Aaid :—

*" WHEN ATHIXA (WAL IS ADVEAT BED GREATLY
13 GOOD 1T GUKY, AND GOES IFKRMANENILY:
WHEN IT I8 EAD [l OXLY QOKS FOR 4 WHILK] 1he
guplilera‘rmns 1T OUT."—See " ldler, " Seplem-

cF, EBOA.

SURATURA TEA

Hnas besn_sdvertised for the the past Two
¥EARdS, It woES, “ldl is going permeuentiy.
- That

THE PUBLIC APPRECIATE IT
In evidencrd by the fact ihat the

Sales of Suratura Tea are In-
creasing Every Month,

The follnwing is further testimeny of

ITS EXQUISITE QUALITY,
IT8 WONDERFUL ECONOMY,
ITS DELICATE FLAVOUR

“*Tea Kionk,
* Panama-stracy, Wollington,

Having used SURATURA D TEA for the
past plue monthe. wa have pleasure insiating
that 1he Uisusunds who have visiled gur Kioek
have oxpres-ed thelr sutlsfaction of the 1om
suppliod by us, It originally cost na 2s bl por
pounil, bul since the duty wuslowered wu now
poy 26 41, wnd we inve no husitaiion bn snying
Lthal o Lew, lowever cxpensive, could be pwre
appreciated by vur visilors. Db 4 wanderfully

I, and deil Iy woil dolleately
Aavoured.

" Misszs Brunes k I'ickEniNe,”
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ABHBURN HALL, KEAR DUNEDIN.

For the care and treatment of perecos montally affosted.

bnildings sra apecially consirucied in extensive gmunda com-
manding & zoorlx\‘iew. There are general and private Situin
rooma, witk separate Hedrooma for each inmate. Thizs Eatablish-

mant provides apeclalised accommodation for thoee for whom the
adcantages of home comforts and association with smallnumbers
are desired. A carriage kept for the use of inmates. A visl:ing
Physician and a Chaplain, )

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.
Apply Boalpholine Lotion. T drives away pimples, blosches,
rong - :-. rgdmu. and all disfigunrements. S':llpholtne de-
wolopa o lovely skin. La bossles, Made In Lond {ADYT.)

LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

——p—

HE, orone of the most important
adjuncts to a ‘toilette’ and
that which is always the last
thing to receive consideration
is the umbrella. Can anything
produce a more terrible effect ;
can anything spoil an other-
wise smart confection as effectu-
ally as a shabby sunshade? A
faw words on the topie will cer.
tainly be appreciated, The
sticks are to be longer” and
the handles more ioclined to
ronndness than they were

last year. The knobs will be mostly in metal and in

sote cases handsomely studded with jewels, either real
ot false, These will be en fouf cas {those very handy ar-
rangements made both for sun and rain) in a1l the tones
and tints of shot silks; and our sunshades are to be
realms of delight. Soft fuffy chiffon and lace flounces
smother the new parasols ; while some of the sunshades
for severer wear are to be in rich gros grain and taffetas
silks assuming decided colourings. such as water cress
green, violet ot brown. White and cream moire sun-
shades also figure on this season's fashion-list, .

..b I'I ...

Every year the milliners are becoming more and more
artistic in their arrangement of the pretty nothinga that
play so important and fattering a part in the dress of
womenkind. One hovers in quite a bewildered condition
in the midst of erumpled green straw toques smotherad
with blue hyacinths, and large yvellow shapes veiled with

THE EN TOUT CAS HAT,

delicate cream lace, witk a relief in the way of a couple
of glossy black plumes. A column would only hold bat
a very minute portion of the description of the various
atyles of smart head-gear. However, among all these
much-bespangled, beflowered and befaced coafections &
woman, with the least eye to the sll-itbportant practical,
would wonder how all these flimsy frivolities would look
on a rainy day, when the winds are high and the clouds
are low ; ior the majority of those who tura out hats and
bonnets always seem to think of the sunshine, Here i
an excellent suggestion for a c2rolizr shape, wearable in

ull weathers, The straw ia rough and cinwamon.-brown
in colouring, an enreles of bows in green and hrown shot
ribhon beidg secured at the tide. Round the crown of
medium height there is a twist of the silk with two cot-
ateel brooches pioned on each side, and fastened button.
wise. These metal ornaments are very much de mode
and afford a first-rate fnish to any hat,

Excepting in tailor.made gowns, in which case the
coat matches the skirt. jackets are not half se popular as
was prophesied at the end of the winter. There is
nothing very chic about a cloth paletot worn with a dress
of a different colour, Thia blend, to my miod, generally
suggests Sarah out for the day. Of rourse an exception
may be made in favour of those exceedingly smart sfeeve-
less conats so popular in Paria, For the making of these,
satin, velvet, and rich lace or guipure appliués are not
congidered too costly, However, the bell-cape, in which
the material is in no way stinted, is the cut-doorgarment
por excetlence of the season, This full mantle, cut so as
to stand out quite crispy. reaches just below the elbow,
and is therefore not in the least dowdy as vegards length.
Crepon, more popular than ever, is mostly employed
for these capea, the roughest make possessing the
greatest style. My second sketch gives the model
of a daioty summer tippet in very light fawn crepon.
Accordeon pleating is here brought into request with
great effect, and at intervals are straps of cornflower blue
satin embroidered with small copper sequins. An old-
world collar in deep cream coarse guipure is headed by
a chiffon ruffle of the duet shade, while the now un-
avoidable rosettes are in the thick lace. There is rather
an inclinaticn at present for jet spangles or chenille
fringes, but in quite & modified way, as is shown by our
cape model. The lining, by the way, is in surah shot,
from delicate tan to blue. A mantle of this kind appeals
especially to girls who don’t care to buy toc inany
clothes at the same time, for it serves both as a day and
evening wrap.

A SMART CAPE.

Aud now it's & voire four, inesdames, to bave your
gowns commented on! The reign of Henry IV. is to
inspire the dressmakers during the coming season. The
high scoop-collars and neck ruchings hail from this in-
teresting period, while the up-to date skirts are not un-
like those worn by the ladies of those good old times,
‘Tafletas silks. striped either vertically or horizontally,
with a contrasting colour; and soft ecru mull muslins,
lavishly embroidered, to form trimmings, pouch fronts,
or, as the sommer advances, entire toitettes, are already
inseribed in this apring's fashion book, Here is a silver-

grey taffetas frock, striped with turquoise blue, and
showing cape-revers in velvets of the cerulean hue, that
diminish into narrow lapels. These meet at the waist-
line, and are overlaid with some ewmbroidered ecrn
muslin that matches the borderivg of the cape. There
is @ p'eated iront of the same soft material wmious the
brodrrie, and from the left side haog blue wvelvet
streamers. While awsiting mild days when the sunlight
shall command us to don the freshest and brightest of
raimiett, & gown of this kind would be very suitable for
smart indoor occasions,

.
.-«

My [ourth sketch s a tasteful walking dress of greenish
crepon with suggestions of pink wavy lines in clusters,
The neck and long frill arein piok lisse over the short

. .
.. .
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ahoulder ¢ape, which is lined with pink silk like the
belt. An exquisite lace collar with pointed ends to the

WALRING COSTUME,

waist appears under the cape in front. The bonnet is
simply piok blossoms with dragon's gauze wings in
front.

HELoISKE.

TO DARKEN GREY HAIR

Lookyer's Bulphur Hair Restorer, gnickesy, aafess, hess)
restores the navural solour.  Lockyer's, the real English
Halr Besborer.  Lazge boriles, 1s 6d, sverywhera. —(ADYT.}

Te Aro Housa
Weuoro?

THE EMPORIUAM OF FASHION

All the newest and most attractive novelties for the
season, iwported direct from

LONDCN AND PARIS

are now being shown in infinite variety. The display of
SUMMER MILLINERY

completely eclipses anything of the kind ever seen in
New Zealand before. Many of the Hats and Bounets are
unique specimens of Parisian taste, anid for heanty and
novrlty of design are quite uuequalled.

CAPES AND BLOUSES

the two most IFashionable Garments in the Mautle
Departmeut, are shown in wunrivalled variety, The
pnewsst styles in BLODSES are marked at remarkably
Low Rates, & fact which sheuld fully sustain their great
popularity for suibwmer wear.

NEW DRESS FABRICS
have been opened ocut in many new shailes and exceed-

ingly attractive materials, The Dressmaking Depart-
wment is still wnder the direction of

MADAME DE VERNEY,

which is a sufficieat guarantee that the work turped out
will be thoroughly stylish aml high class,

PATTERNS

of any material, aod full information in reply to

custoiners' enquiries will be sent I'os® FreK Lo any
] AT ITQ
JAMES

SMITH,

TE ARD HOUSE, WELLINGTON,
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QUERIES.

Any gueries, doviestic or otherwite, will be inserted free of
eharge.  Correspondents veplying to queries are reguésted to
geve the date of the questiom they are Lind enough to anncer,
and address their veply to * The Lady Editor, NEW ZEALAND
Grarnie, duckland,” and on the top lert-hand corner of the
envelope, ' Answer’ or * Query,’ as the case may be. The
RULES for correspendents are fow and simple, but readers
of the Nkw ZEALAND GRAPNIC are requested to comply
unth them.

Queries and Answerz to Queries are ahwayas inserted o
scon ar paimble after they are received, though cwing fo
pressure on this column, i may be a week or two before they
appear,—ED,

RuLes,

No. 1. —All communicationt must be 1written on one side
of the paper eml‘y
Ro." 8. —All letters {not left by hand } must be prepaid, or
they witl receive no atiention.
0. YL —The editor cannol undirtake to reply rxeept
tArough the columna of this paper.

RECIPES.

ASPARAGUS SouP,—100 heads of asparagus, 3 pints of
steck, salt, pepper, a lump of sugar, % pint of cream, a
little spinach greenming. Cut away the hard tough part
of the asparagus, and boil the rest till tender; drain,
throw hailf into cold water till the soup is ready, and
press the other half through & hair sieve ; add the latter
to the stock, bring it to the boil, add seasoning and a
lump of sugar ; cut the remainder into pieces the size of
peas, put them into the soup for five minutes, add the
cteam and greening, pour into & tureen and serve.

LaMe CUTLETS A LA DAUPHINE.—21b lamb cutlets,
4, 1b butter, the yolks of 3 egygs, breaderumhs. Cut the
cutlets from the best end of the neck,shape them neatly,
trim off the fat, and skin and leave %in bone bare. Heat
the butterin a stewpan, let it get quite hot, then fry the
cutlets in it, but do oot let the butter get brown. Iirain
them, azd let the butter cool, wix the beaten yolks of
eggs with it, pass the cutlets through it till they are
thickly covered. Sirew breaderumbs over, and fry once
mare, Dish in a circle, with puree of peas n the
centre.

NEW POTATOES SAUTE AU BEURRE.—Potatoes, qoz
butter, Rub off the skios of the potatoes with & coarse
cloth, wasb and dry them well, and put them in a
saucepan with the butter ; stew gently for about half an
hour, shaking the saucepan every ilwo or three minutes,
50 that they may be equally cooked, Sprinkle a litle
salt over, and serve very hot.

CHERRY PUDDING.—21b cherries, lemon-rind, thin
bread and butter, Wash and stone the cherries, put a
tayer of them at the bottom of & weli buttered pie-dish,
strew over sifted sugar, and a little grated lemon rind ;
lay over this some thin bread and butter, and repeat the
layers till the dish is full, leaving cherries at the {op;
pour one teacup of water in the dish, and bake in a goed
oven for three-quarters of an hour.

FrEZING PowDgaRrs.—Here are a number of recipes
for freezing powders: (1) 4lb of sulphate of sods, 2'41h
each of muriate of ammonia and nitrate of potash.
When about to use add double the weight of all the in-
gredients of water. (2) Equal parts of muriate of
antmonia and nitrate of potash. When required for use
add fully more than double the weight of watet. (3)
Nitrate of amtouis and water in equal proportions,
{4} Carbonate of soda and nitrate of ammonia, equal
parts, and one equivalent of water.

A3 THE LAW WAS THEN.

Ayoxc the trial justices in the early part of the last
century was Richard Bushnell, a man described by the
Hartford Z7mes as having heen townsman, constable,
schoolmaster, poet, deacon, sergeant, lieutenant, cap-
tain, town agent, town depuly and ceourt clerk. His
court records are interesting for their quaint simplicity
and frankness, as well as for the light they throw upon
the sentiments and custows of the day, and the tender-
ness of the public conscience, Here are some extracts :

*ard of June, 1708, Joseph Bushoell of Norwich com-
plained against himsell to me, Richard Bushnell, Justice
of the I"eace, for yt he had Lkilled a Buck contrary to
law. 1 sentenced him to pay a fine of 1o shillings, one
half to ye county treasury and one half to complainant.’

*July 20, 1720. Samuel Sabin appeareth before me, R.
B, Justice of the Peace, and complaineth against himself
that the last Sabbath at night, he and John Olmsby wenit
on to Wawecons Iill, 1o visit their relations, and were
late home, did no harm, and fears it may be a transgres-
sion of ye law and il it be he isvery sorry for it and den’t
allow himself in unseasonable nightwalking.*

* An inferior court held at Norwich ye ig Sept. 1720,
I'rerent R, Bushnell Justice of ye Peace. Samuel Fox,
juror pr. cotnplaint, Lettis Minor and Haonah Minor
plaintiffs, for illegally and feloniously about ye 6 of
Sept’r. inst. taking about 3o water-millions which is
contrary to Law and is to his damage he saith ve sum of
20 shillings end prays for justice, This Court haviog
considered ye evidence don’t ind matter of fact proved,
do therefore acquit \he defendants and order ye plaintiff
pay the charge of Preseniment.’

Oz one occasion an Indian, having been found drunk,
was seotenced by the justices, according to the statue, to
puy & fine of teo shillings, or receive ten Jashes ou his
naked body, .

The Indian imnediately acensed Semaoel Bise of selling
him two pots of cider. Now the fine for the latter
offence was twenty shillings, one balf to go to the com-
plainant. The Indian thus obtained the e¢xact sum
necessary to pay his fine.

COther justices were not less severe and impartial,
Among the records of Justice Isasc Huntington we find
the following :

* 5738, July 12th, John Downer aud Solomon Hamble-

ton for profaning the Sahbath day, by oyatering, fined
five ahillings and costs.? .

* 2nd day of November, 1738, Mary Lefiingwell, on
24th day of September last, it being the Saboth or Lord'a
day (and noi being necessarily detained) did pot duly at-
tend ye public worship shail pay as fine to ye treasury of
ve town of Norwich the sum of five shillinga and cost of
suit,” . .

A Canterbury citizen, Paul Davenport, appeared before
Justice Huntington, and accused himself of having
ridden home from Providence on the Sabbath day. He
was fined twenty shillings. .

Two young ien and two: young maids, presuming to
‘meet and convent together and walk in the streets in
company, upon no religicus occasion,' were fined three
shillings each,

POKER WORK.

WuETHER we have given up calliog & ' Spade a spade *
of not, is A matter open to doubt, but we have certainly
given up calling a4 poker a poker, as far as describing
that burnt wood engraving for what was once known as
 poker’ work is now called ‘pyrography.” It is very
much more artistic than it used to be when people did
not think so much of de- -

sign, but more of things
being what they called
f hand done,’ a3 if that
did not frequently de-
scribe all the ills which

they suffered  under.
People bave learnt now-
adays that wunless a

hand be goided by an
educated mind, it is not
likely to accomplish
much in the way of de-
coratioun. So many
frighiful things have
heen done in the name
of poker work that now
there exists a kind of
prejudice  against its
being undertaken. This
isa pity, for some really
beantiful things may be
accomplished with this
platinum pencil. There .
are quantities of white wood articles which can be pro-
cured for a small sum, and with a Jittle industry tnroed
into charming pieces of furniture, and in this matter the
various stains, which are really not at all difficult to deal
with, help towards a good effect if judiciously applied.
This kind of decoration catt be used om other material
besides white wood, I have seen some exquisitely beauti-
ful bits of leather, which could then be wutilised for
blotting books. photograph frames or letter cases. The
design which I give here is one which is particularly ap-
plicable for an inexpensive white wood tab'e, and if a
little trouble and pains be expended I am suore it will
fully repay the worker.

PYROGRAPHY.

HINTS TD MOTHERS.

A B C. Ruc.

I wouLD like to tell how to make an A B C rug for the
little ones who have not learned to read. Make twenty-
six ronnd pieces from some durable cloth, and npon each
wotk with worsted a letter of the alphabet. Buttonhole
stitch these to afirm foundation, and upon the remainder
of the latter stitch upon the machine rows of scallops in
such a way that each row will overlap the preceding row
just enongh to cover up the foundation. Finish with a
row of buttonholed scallops (all of which should be cut
from goods that do not ravel easily), and you will have
a rug that the children can call their own and from
which they will enjoy learniog their letters, I made one
out of gray panots cloth and nsed Asrk red worsted to
work it with, I am well pleased with the resnlt. T
wonder how many mothers have knee protectors for
their children. If those who haye none would once try
them, I think they would never wish to be without them.
I bave two rollickiog little fellows who bave worn them
alt winter 2nd so far I have not had to daro asingle hole
in the knees of their little stockings, the place that
always used to give out first. I wisk T koew of some
way to keep the heels and toes from coming through !

PERSUADED NOT TO DIE

A rvew days ago the friends of a prominent society
woman were startled by the report that she was danger-
ously ill. ‘The town talker, in speaking of her illness to
a particular friend of the lady, brought out the cause of
the illness. She is allowed by her husband so much a
month for dresses. Tluring the last social season she
bought so many handsome ball costumes that her allow-
ance only seemed a drop in the bucket toward paying for
them. Har costumes attracted so much attention that
her vanity was excited and she endeavoured with
each aucceeding dress to surpass the last. This
she succeeded in doing. Every action must bave
a corresponding reaction. Her plegsure, cansed by being
the best.dressed wonian in the city. has given place to
her sorrow, caused by her baving the largest milligery
bills of any womats in that place, The bills were sent to
her amounting to {300, She immediately retired to her
bed. Dactors were sent for, but for a week she continued
to grow worse. Her husband hecame alarmed, and told
her that if ahe would just get well he would do anything
for her. She said she conld not. At last in despair she
told him that if he would pay her bills abe would get
better. Her dotivg husband promised to deo so, and she
imwmediately recovered.

. THE ORICIN OF * PIN MONEY.’

Prn money is a lady's allowance of money for her own

nal expenditure. Long after the invention of pins
it the fonrteenth centory the maker was allowed to sell
them in open shop only on the Ist and 2nd of January.
It was then that the court ladies and city dames focked
to the depits to buy them, baving been first provided
with money by their husbands. When the pins became
cheap and common the ladies spent their sllowances on
other fancies, but the terin pin money remained in vogne.

BRITISH POLITICS.

WHEN Mr Cecil Raikes became Postmaster-General of
Great Britain he issned an order which illustrates how
thoroughly the British Government is administered ‘on
business principles,

- Mr William H. Smith was then First Lord of the
Treasury, and also the head of the honse of Smith and
Son, the great ‘news agents ' of London, For many
years the embossed postage-stamp on the wrappers of the
new;?ngeu distributed by the house had the name of
W. Smith and Sen woven ronnd it in m wreath, a dis-
tinction shared by no other firm.

Mr Raikes ordered that the wreathed names shounld
not appear, and the order had to be obeved by his col-
league, who counld offer no remonstrance to the Post-
master-General’s sty pulousness.

Anorher incident, illustrating that two men may be
earnest political antagonists and yet warm personal
frlen_as, occurred when Mr Smith he¢ame a candidate for
Parliament, Meeting his friend, Mr Lawson, of the
tDu;Jt:y Telegraph, the leacing Radical paper, Smith said

o him ;

‘ My dear Lawson, do you know what I have gone and
done? I've accepted an inovitation to stand for West-
tminster.’

‘Delighted to hear it!" was the reply, *'‘Wou're the
very maun of all others we should like to have. Rely
upon me to do all in my power for you.'

*Oh, but I am the Cotiserative candidale, yon know.'

- 'Whew ! that alters matters rather. Rely upon it1'll
do all 1 faitly can to keep you out.”

He was as good as his word, but his opposition made
no difference in their friendship which continued warm
to the end.

To *Back’' EMBROIDERY, ETC.—The best thing to
use is & thin coat of cobhlers' paste spread with the finger
over the back of the work to secure the varicus ends of
wool anad silk, and give a little more firmness to the em-
broidery, which must be stretched face downwards over
a drawing board, and secured with drawing pins. The
paste may be bought from shoemakers, or made at home
with flour mized rather thickly with the addition of a
little glue, and a pinch of aluin added before beiling.
Lett_the paste dry, then smear smoothly over the whole
surlace.

FAGGED. WEARY. AND WORN OUT! ! 1—Ur anyona whose
dutles require them to underfo mental or unnatural excitement
pr strain: usa ENOB*FRUIT SALL. ltallays nervous excile
meni, depression, and restore~ the nervous ayatem to ila proper
gondition by patoral means It is plessant. coving, spal kling, re-
freshing and invigorating. ~You cannol overstale ils great 1slue
in keeping the blood pure and free from disease,

Sold by all Chemists and Siores. [x1:)

IMPORT YOUR BULBS DIRECT,

We, PETER VAN YELBEN AND SONS, Bulbgrowers,
Hparlem, Holland, beg t0 intimaate that Xiustrated Catalogues can
13e had on application, poat free, trom ouragents,

MESBRS A. MILLAR AND CO.%

Auckland.
KEATING'S POWDER.
KEATING'S POWDEH.
KEATING'S POWDER,
KEATING’'S POWDER.
KEATING'S POWDER,
KEATING'S POWDER, -

This powder, 80 oelebrated, ls ntierly nnrivalled It

traying BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES, and

all Iosects (whilat perfectly harmless to si) anima

life). All woollens and fura should be well ipriokled

with the Powder before placlog sway. I leinvaly

able to take to the Seaside.
ment iasist apon having * Keatiog's Powder.
othor Fowder I3 eﬂacmnf

BUGS

FLEAS,

MOTH

BEETLES, .

MOSQUIN'OES!

" Unrivalled in degtroying FLEAS, BUGS. COCK.
ROACHLS, BEETLEY, MOTHS {o FURS. and every
l'),r.hlur: ;leal l:::cic. B%orlnnilcnmwili’nnd this }n-

slonble for e as
Indies fur their pet d!szno.‘ ons fn (he dogs e
The PUBLIC ars CAUTIONED Lhat every pack.
m of the gonuloe powder bears the mutograph of
OMAS KEATING: without this soy ariicle
Offored in & fraud. Bold In Tins only.

EATING'S WORM TABLETS:
ING’S WORM TABLETS,
ING'S WORM TABLETS,

ING'S WORM TABLEYS,
TING'S WORM TABLETS,

A PURELY VEGETAELE S\WWRETMEAT, bolh in appear
ance mnd taste, furnlching a most agreewble method of admini: er.
%ﬁ'ﬁsﬂnl{n lta:ruin :evt;iedr tror ll:TEﬁ;‘lNAL or'TlIlH‘:Ala
wpecially sdapted for Chaldron. B on 1o Tine by ail 15?:&;1-"1".. s

Propristor, THOMAS KEATING, London.

KILLS
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CHILDREN'S CORRESPONDENCE GOLUMN.

Any boy or girl who likes to become o cousin con do vo,
and torite letéers to ‘Cousik KATE, ecare of ths Lady
Bditor, GRAPHIC Offica, Auckland.'

Writs on oma side of the paper only.

AU purely correspondence letters with envelope ends turned
m ars carried through the Poat office as follows ;:—Not
exceeding fos, hd: wot exceeding 30z, 1d; for every addi.
lionaJEnarjmdional part timoj; id It és well for
sorvery ondence to bs marked * Col ; oniy ’

COT FUND.

I AAVE already sent out a large number of cards, and
shall be very pleased to forward any to cousins who may
be willing to collect sometving, Even if they do not
feel equal to & card, some of them might likce to send me
gixpence or a shilling, in stamps, for the Cot Fund,
When asking for a card, please send full name and ad-
dress. Perhaps some of the cousins might like to keep
the cards. 1In that case, copy cut names of donors and
subsoeribers, with their contributiotis, on & neat piece of
paper, uign your tame exactly as I have written it on
your card—s0 s to tally with my boolt—-and send me
this list with the money. I think you had better close
up your envelope, and put the Lady Editor’s name (Mre
Raitray; on them for safety, Ii you send the card,
fold it in two, and it will come up in an ordinary enve-
lope.

%ey next week I hope to open the subscription and
donation list. I received my firat cash this morsiog—
half-a-crown—but will enter it with the rest of the money..
=(ousiN KATE. i

Per Cousin Agnes:—B.B., 1s; bMrs B, 18; Mrs 'Ross,
28 6d ; Rev. R. Scott West, 25 6d; Mr J. C. Greer, junr,,
28 6d ; Mrs Hammond, 1s; Mras Buckleton, (s ; Miss E.
Wilson, 1s ; Mrs Young, 14 ; Mrs Jefferson ra.

Per Cousin Charlie (Newton) :—Cousin Charlie, 13 3d;
W. F.and E. A. Gibb, 1s3; Lady T_, Is; A Friend, 15;
A Friend, 3d; A Friend, 15 ; A Friend, 6d ; E.0.8.A.5,,
1s; D.C.H., 1s; C. Hilditeh, 6d.

Deak CousiN KATE.—I think Consin Muriel's sug-
gestion is a capital one, atid also a very kind one. If
you will kindly send me a card when yon get them I
will do all. T can to belp yon. 1 will endeavour to get 59
a year it I possibly can. Dear Cousin Kate, .Iwunt you
to dome a favour. I wish you would distribnte these
tew circalars [ am sendiog you among your friends in
Auckland. As you will see, we are getting up a Doll
Show to get funds for our church in Picton, They want
to get as many dolls as they can to make a good show.
I heard you bad a grand Doll Show in Auckland some
time ago, and it was a great success. I hope ours will
be, too, but as Picton is small compared with Auckland,
our Doll Show, I fancy, will be small compared with
yours. We had a beantiful day here on the 1uth,
The Friendly Societies of Marlborongh held their
sports in Picton on that day. A great many people
came from all round, which mwade Picton more lively
than usu4l., I am sending you & scrap-book I have just
finished for the Orphanage Home, If you will kindly
see that they get it I will be very much obliged. Tam
sendiog you the answers to a ftw puzzles, and hope they
are right, I must conclude now hoping my letter is not
too lnog.—With love from CousiN LOUIE.

(I would so gladly send you a card, if I had your sur-
name ! Please send it to me a8 soon as possible. Also
say whether [ may not keep that lovely serap-book and
give it to the first child who occupies our cot, to be kept
there for every little ong who comes after ¥ Vour doll
show ought to be a good one, so I will give the prize list,
as some cousins might like to try, though I fear you
have sent it up too late.—CoUSIN KATE.]

DOLL DRESSING COMPETITIONS, JANUARY, Ist, 1806,

Class 1, open to all competitors, prize (10, Class 2,
for girls not over 14 years {dolls not to exceed 3o inches
in length), prize £3.” Class 3, for gitls not over 12 years
(dolls oot to exceed 24 inches in length), prize £2. Clasa
4, for girls not over 10 years {dolls not to exceed 18
inches in length), prize, £1.  ‘onditions: 1.—Prizes
to be awarded by wvote of the visitors to the
Show, the admission ticket serving also as a ballot paper.
2.—Fach datl will bear a distinguishiog number, but no
name or other clue to the identity of the exhibitor will
be given, 3.—Competitors will yeceive free tickets of
admission, but will not be allowed to vote, 4.—Intend-
ing competitors must enter their nawes and ciasses
with the Secretary oo or before November 3oth,
1895, 5..—~Competitors found to be over the speci-
fied age will be debarred from exhibiting, 6.-—Dolls
for competition must be sent in to the Secretary not
later than December zoth, 1895. 7.—It will be op-
tional with the competitor either to present the doll ss 8
donation to the show fuad (in which case no entrance
fee will be charged), or to have it returned; but this
must be stated with entry of names. 8,—Entrance fee
for Class 1 {{1o prize) 23 6d ; for Classes 2, 3 and 4, 13—
E. W. MILES, Secretary.

Dear Cousi¥ KATE.—May I become one of your
band of cousins? I go to the same school as Cousin
Amy. I was one of four fairies in an cutertainment
called 'Our Toys,' I am willing to help the *Cot " all I
cag. I will send six penny stamps to become a wember
of the Humane Society, Please send me a badge. I
wili put my surname, but I do not wish it printed.—With
love fram CoyusiN ALICE,

(I have sent you a badge and a card., Thank you
for belping. That entertainment must have been a
thorougbly good one. Cousin Amy Ia an excelleat
correspindent, and I am very pleased to add you to my
ligt. Just think of the number of pen-and-ink relations
you bave suddenly got.
Christmas }=—CousiN KaTg.]

Where are you Eoing for

DrAr CoUSIN KaTh,—I was glad to receive the col-
lecting card for the * Cot Fund® yeuterdn{. 1 now re-
turn it to you full, alss i4s 6d.  As you will see some of
my friends gave me half-crowns instead of shillings.
Please send e another card, as I think I can get it filled
Ke!ore I go away for my holidays.—Your loving CoUsir

GNES. .

[How delightful of you to collect 80 much in o.ne day! '

Your letter and enciosure came just in time for this
week's GRAPHIC, Thenk you very much ipdeed for
both, and for ;.fumre promises.. I have, of course, sent
yon another card, and wish an equal measure of Boccess,
I must open the Fund at once. I have no time for
more, or this will not be printed. ~CousiN KATE.)

P.5,—Any Auckland cousins ean leave their money at

Mr Rattray's Office, .192, Queen-street, over Atkins,.

draper.

DEAR CousiN KaTa.—It is some time now since I
last wrote to you. I will tell you something that will
make you very glad, The collecting tard came Friday
about half past four, and although not.collecting till &
quarter to seven, I had only two biank spaces left. These
I got filled on Saturday. I collected 8s 6d in all, paying
well for such a short time, Please find amount in stamps
enclosed, and also pl to send another card, . I never
saw any answer as to what the Seven Wonders of the
World are. Are you going to the Floral Féte on Satur-
day next? I am going,Ithink. It will be well worth
seeing. Didn't it rain on Hospital Sunday ! I wore my
badge with the regalia of my Ovder.—I remain, Covsin
CHARLIE. Newton. E

{Thank you very much for the collection for the cot,
and for your promise of more, Ihave willingly sent you
another card, which you will teceive long &er this meets
vour eye, and will therefore know your money has
reached me safely. Mr Rattray, 192, Queen-street, over
Atkin's, draper, has kindly consented to receive any
money left for the cot. You have the honour of being
the second coumsin to send in a full card. It is capital.—
CousiN KaATE.]

TWO DAYS' "GYGLE RHIE THROUCH CHESHIRE.

[CONTINUKD, .

IT was nearly five o'clock when we left Knutsford. We
got on to the old Rowman road, which is very wide, and
as level as a billiard table; so we were able togo at a
tremendons speed, It was elmost a straipht road to
Wharriogton, our next stoppage. By owur right we could
plainly see the Derbyshire hills lit up by the red glare of
the sun, which was turning everything purple around us.
At a corner of a road on our right is a cottage which
bears the date 1411, four hundred and forty-seven years
age. This date refers ns almost to the period-1403, when
Percy Hotspur at the Battle of Shrewsbury was slain,
and many a Cheshire knight and squire fell fighting on
his side ; to the time when Heary V. invaded France ;
before Joan of Arc had been burned in the market place
of Rouen, 1431i; hefore the Wars of the Roses had
desolated England ; before printing had been invented ;
and almost u century before America had been dis-
covered. How interesting it is to come across these
land marks of English history! When I gazed at this
old structure, with its date 1411, it 1rade all important
events which happened at the time or thereabouts of
this date stand out, from my couniry’s history, plainly
and visibly in my mind’s eye. We were told that, along
this old Roman road, Canute the Great travelled ;
Charles II. passed on his way to Worcester; George L.
and George 1V. and onr dear Queen Victoria with her
mother, the Duchess of Kent, on their way from Chester
to Chatsworth. Not very far from here is Robin Hood's
well, where that great outlaw and freebooter of Sher-
wood forest had drunk on his way to Kuutsford, We
read this motto over the well: . .

It Robin Hood be not at homae
Stop and take a driok with Little John.

Refore we got many miles from Kuutsford a head wind
sprang up. which made it very difficult for us to go fast.
We came to rather a high hill.-at least it seemed so to
us, perhaps because the wind was so stroog. At last we
reached the top, and the doctor said that we deserved a
rest, which we certainly did. We rested there a few
minutes, and then started on our way again, Warring-
ton was but four miles further, and we could see the tall
chimneys loug before we got there. We went nnder the
Bridgewater Canal, and farther on the railway arches,
and then we came out slongside the Manchester ship
canel, but nearer Manchester than Runcorn. Wecrossed
over the canal by one of its huge swing bridges. We
had yet another bridge to cross over, and that was over
the Mersey, at Warrington itsetf. Then we passed out
of Cheshire into Lancashire.

Dirty and smoky Warrington may be, but it is not
without some antiquity. There are some very old houses
in the town, and it was the scene of tuanya battle in the
time of the Wars of the Roses. There is a small
museum in the town, where many interesting relics can
be seen,such as horses* bridles, bits, stirrnps, spurs, swords,
and pieces of armour, all of which have been found in the
locality. In a glass case at the far end of the room you
cao see & pair of boots, gloves, helmet and aword,
which belonged to Oliver Cromwell. In another small
room adjoioing, there is an old Roman boat which
was dng ont of ooe of the banks of the Mersey
cjose by Waerington, We made our way to one of the
oldest hotels in the town—the Lion Motel, My grand-
father always used to put his horse np here when he
came to towh, so I know the managereas, Mrs Taylor,

who (after enquiring as to the heaith of my parents,

Uncle Harry, and Cousin Edie) went off to see that we
hed something unice to eat, and also that it should be
served quickly, as we could not stay long, Before we
Ieft we visited the old ball room, which is noted for its
swing floor. Like the George at Kuutsford, the
county balls are held here. It was here that m

mwother attended her first public ball. The ceiling is

most beautifully carved, and the walls are pannelled.

with mirrors, We gaye our horses & drink of oil*
which they needed very much, as mine began to
screech when we entered Warrington. We left the
Lion Hotel at 6.15 o'clock, We found the main road to

- Liverpeol very wide and level, so riding was compara-

tively easy. On a mile stone at the side of the road we
saw that it was twenty miles to Liverpool, so we
quickened our speed, as we wanted to reach home by
nine o’clock, for we had another long ride 1o go on the
morrow. The setting sun was like & red ball of fire,
which almost blinded us, so bright was the red glare.
Soon half of it disappeared into the earth, and then the
whole of it went out of sight. I suppose it went 1o
break the dawn at New Zealand and wake up my New
Zealand consins to their daily tasks.

t To be continued. )

PUZZLE COLUMN.

GUESSES AT ANSWERS TO PUZZLES.

(1) James. (2) Bertie. (3) Edgar.
Noel.—Covusin LOUIR.

(4) Aundrose, (5)

A BRAVE LITTLE CIRL.

THE photograph ot this page is that of little Miss Iris
Frances Dunlop, aged four and a-half years, daughter of
Mr Charles Dunlop, of Gisborne. She distinguished her.
self recently by rescuing her Jittle brother, a year younger
than herself, by pulling him out of the Tarewhero River,
The two children had wandered down to the jetty alone,
and before their absence was discovered the little boy
had slipped over the end. It was high tide, and a
mometit’s delay would have cost him his life. With
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marvellous presence of mind, Iris flung herself flat on
the jetty, and leaning over, caught her brother in the
nick of time, and the two frightened and excited little
ones made their way back to the house. The plucky
gir] said afterwards: 'If I hadn’t pulled him out, he
would have been ao angel ; least p'raps, he might have
been a ¢rab” There is no doubt he would have Leen
drowned,

This brave child received the GRAPHIC Cousins'
Humane Society’s badge in recognition of ber pluck and
presence of mind io saving her little hrother from a
watery grave, ‘The bLadge was presented to her on her
fifth birthday.

SOME CURIOUS CALCULATIONS.

SoME clever scientist has made up the following tablle,
showing the span of life granted under nurmal conditions
to various living creatures and things:

The life of a field-mouse is a year.

The life of a hedgehoy is three times that of A mouse.

The life of 8 dog is three times that of a hedgehoy.

The life ot 8 horse is three times that of a Jdoy.

The life of & man i3 three times that of a horse,

The life of a goose is three times that of a man.

‘The life of a swan is three limes that of a yoose,

The life of a swallow is three times that of a swan.

The life of an eagle is three times that of a swallow.

The life of 4 serpent is three titnes that of an eagle,

The life of & raven is three times that of a serpent,

The life of a bart is three times that of a raven,

And an oak groweth five bundred years, and fadelh
five hundred years.

Certain portions of this table are hard to believe, An
easy calculation shows that if it be accurate the hedge-
hog lives three years; the dog, nine years; the horse,
twenty-seven years; the man, eighty-one years: the
goose, two hundred and forty-three years; the swan,
seven huodred and tweoty-nine years ; the swallow, two
thousaud one hundred and eighty-seven years ; the eagle,
six thousand five hundred atid sixty-one vears; the
serpent, nioeleen thonsand six hundred and eighty-three
years; the raven, fifty-nine thousand and forty-nine
vears; and the hart. one hundred and seventy-seven
thousand one hugdred nod forty-seven years,
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A BAKER'S DOZEN.

*WILLTAM,” she said in terror, ‘ the clock has just struck
thirteen."

‘Has it 7' he replied, with a yawn.

‘Yes, lan’t it dreadfui

‘No. It'sallright.

* You must get rid of it.
bouse.’

' It’s none of my clock,' was the impatient response.
“ You bought it yourgelf, you know,’

There was silence for a time, then she remarked con:-
placently:

‘ It's all right, William,’

‘ What'a all right ?* i

*The clock, It's a bargaio clock. [ guess the man
threw in the extra strike for good measure.”

I wot't have it around the

SHE DODCER THE RULE.

THERK is a wise rule at Smith College that an under-
graduate must not go to dine with a man who is not a
member of her family present or prospective.” A mice
young fellow went 10 8ec & girl at Smith and asked her
to go to dine. She had to ask the president if she might
. :
¥ Is the young man your brother » inquired that func-
tionary.
* No,' said the girl.
* 15 be your cousin®’
*No,' said the girl.’
* Are you engaged ¥ .,
* Not yet,” the blushing maiden answered, ' but I think
we will be when we come back, if 3ou will only let me
o! .
Professor Seelye relented.

KLEFTOPHOTOGRAFPHY.

Hi: ‘Hee that nice looking chap over there?’ - i
She: ‘OFf course I do. Would I miss anythiong like

that ?* - - to
He: * Well, you want io watch him ; he’ll take any-

thing in sight.’ )
She: ' Gracious. Is he a kleptomaniac ?'
He : *No; he’s an amateur photographer.’

NEEDFUL EXERCISE.

Cr.ara 7 ‘1 have not seen Mr Nicefello with you lately,”
Maud : * He is practising at the boat club.’
' I did not know he cared for rowing.*
‘ke doesn't, bul he joined a ctew to please me.’
“To please you #* A
*Yes. I thought rowing would strengthen his armws.”

KTHEL : ' What did you do wheno your saucé said he
was goiog to bave bis moustache shaved off.’
Maude: 'Oh, I set wy face againat it.”

PUT TO THE PROOF.

‘Do you love me well enough, Laurence, to walk with

me on the avenue when I wear my bloower snit ?*
¢ Too well, my love, far, far too well.’

NOT A BOMBARDMENT.

Kissam : * Has ber papa ever fired you ?*

Higging: ‘He has never resotted to bombardment.
His tactics are more in the nature of a passive blockade.’

‘How ia that ?*

‘When I call to see his daughter, he remains in the
parlour during the whole of the interview,*

ANSWERED,

SHE : ' Do you men still pursue the even tenour of your
way »

He: ‘No; we are content o pursue the even fiver
now, if we think you have it to lend.*

‘That's enough to try anybody’s patients,’ as the
doctor exclaimed when he found his bottles all mixed
and without labels.

A LA FRANCAISE. :

HE had proposed to her, and she was about to reject
him, so she began :  Wel), to be plain to you——?

* You can nevah wiz me be plain, nor wiz anyone else.
You can nevah be plain, nevah, nevah; you are too
beautiful for zat,”

‘What could she do but accept him after that ?

SOLEMN EXPERIENCES.

HAD ENOUGH TO RNOW ALL AROUY
MATRIMONY, )

S5HE HAD

A MINISTER'S wife who conceived it to be her duty to
give a kindly and motherly word of advice to the young
couples who came to the parsonage to be married one
day went down into the parlour in advance of her hus-
baud for the nsusl little chat with a couple who had
called *on important business,’ as they had expressed it.

The good woman found the couple sitting side by side
on a sofa in bridal array. The bridegroom, who was evi-
dently several years younger than the bride, seemed a
little flustrated, but the bride was perfectly calm.  After
8 few commonplaces the minister's wife said :

* You realize, of course, that marriage is a very solemn
thing, It is not to be entered into lightly.
ought to be, for life.’

* Yes, that's what I used to tell Jim,® said the bride.

Jim'?

¢ Oh, be was my first husband.’

*Indeed ! Then, of course, you know what the duties
and responsi.biliﬁes of married life are. They are many
and serious. Both husband and wife must learn to bear
and forbear.'

*Yes; that's exactly what I used to say to Bill.’

*To Bill

‘ Yes; be was my second busband *

* Ob. yon must realize deeply the solemnity of marriage
hecause of these experiences.’

*Ves; I used to eay to Jake that marriage was no
laughing matter. Jake was my third busband.”

‘Indeed ? My words must seem useless to you after—*

‘Well, to tell the hooest truth there's mighty few
poiuleraryou kin give 4 lady whose had three husbands
an' all of ‘em livin'. If | don’'t know what the rocky
gide o' metrimony is I don't know who does, Serious
busioess! Well, I should say s0! BEut Willie an’ me
are startin® cut right an’ J guess we'll stick fer good, eh
Willie

The bridegtoom blushed and smiled faintly, and when
the minister entered at that mowment the bride arose to
her feet and said :

*Come on, Willie ; here goes for another solemn ex-
perience.”

It is, or

THE SUMMIT.

' SrHaAKING of the drawing,’ remarked the artist, *1
reached the acme of the draughtsman’sambition to-day.'
*Abh, indeed P
¢ ¥es, I drew a check and it was honoured.®

METHOD IN HER MACNESS.

‘1 OBJECT, my dear, to your askiog that woman to
dinner. She's the greatest gossip in town,' said Mr
Perkins.

‘I know that, John, but we don’t know any newspaper-
men, and I don’t see how else to get an account of our
dinner in the papers,’ replied Mrs Perkins.

A MEAN FELLOW.

MR BLINKES: ‘] met A woman to-rlay that I thought a
good deal of once.’

Mrs Blinks: * Oh, you did >

*Yes, I used to do my very best to please her.?

* Humph I

1 did everythiog T conld to win her affection.*

' My goodness !*

* And at last I succeeded.”

' Wha—*

* She granted all that 1 asked, and by so doing made
me the happiest man alive.’

+ Merciful—*

‘1 asked her to come right up to the house with me to-
day, but she had some shopping to deo, and canvot get
here until supper time,”

! Mr Bliuks, I sm goivg right home te my mother.’

‘She isn’t athome, my dear. It was your mother that
I met. She gave me you.'

KEEPING THE TEMPERATURE DOWN.

MAJOR MCLAUGHLIN put a new man at work at his
mine the other day drying ont dynamite,

* Now,” said he, by way of explanation, 'youn have to
keep yonr eye on that thermometer in the heater, Ifit
gets above B5 you're liable to hear a noise around here,
When it reaches 82 degrees you have just three minutes
in which to work, for it takes three minates in which to
rise to 85.*

‘A hour later the major. returned to see how the man
at the heater was doing.

‘Well, how is it getting along » he inquired. .

* Oh, first rate.”

‘ Do you watch that thertnometer #

' You bet your life, 1 do, and I'm keeping her down.’

He reached into the heater and pulled out the ther-
mometer,

‘Whew! She's up to 84,' he remarked.
that’ll fix it.? .

He jammed the thermometer into a bucket of cold
water and hung it back in the heater. Then be won-
derod what McLaughlin was running for,

*There,

DENTIST WOULD NOT MIND.

Hi @ ‘ You were getting ready to go ount, and I'm afraid
my call is inoppottune.’

She : "Really and .truly, I would much yather stey
here and talk with you than keep my epngagenient this
afternoon.’

He: ‘I am delighted. But can the engagement be
broken without causing hard feelings >

She : * Oh, yes ; the dentist won't mind.’

AMONC THE HEATHEN.

HELEN, aged four, was spending a night away from
home. At bedtime she knelt at her hostess’ knees to
say her prayers, expecting the usual promypting.
Fioding Mrs I unable to help her out, she con.
cluded thus:
' Please, God, "scuse me. Ican’t ‘member my prayers
and I'm stayin® with & lady that don’t know any.’

LITTLE BESS {to visitor) : * You ain't black are you, Mr
7

. hlack. child ? No, I should hope not.
¥you think I was?’
' Uh, nothin’ ; 'cept pa said you was awiul niggardly.’

What made
-

PorTS take in the beauty of Nature,

Their wives tuke
in washing,

WE have an iden that we will purchase a bicycle after a
while, We koow of & good place to get the wind with
which to 61l the tyres,
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