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perrony uuu'ghl. And I am inclined to agres
with them.

*Yer,' 1 replied, *There is littla doubs
that Maligni and Hariloti aro the same.'

*There is littla doubt of it if the police
any 0.’ said the majer. * Did TByrnes tell
you that ha had faken anv stops toward
:umlng tha real identity of Luigi Bari-
oti ¥

*He did. He claims that it has bren
pravan that no Luigi Bariloti ealsted in
New York until this ane bought tickets for
parsage. He lurther siates that ¢his Luigi
Bariloti who appeared so reuddenly hud
plenty of money. The habits of Itsliann in
New York sre pot such that one with
plenty of money to epend would remsin
long in obacarity.’

*True enough,' I eraid, *Tha search in
ended, Now the chase begina. Of course
you will Follow them.’

Maubikeck bent upon me a peculiar, in-
scrutable look —a lovk that seemed to com-
bina hatred, passion amil secrat purpose,
tut which, aiter all, left the face blank and
unreadable. Maubikeck's fuge was of the
kind that, under control of the will, was
like carved marble. But in his eyes thare
lurked fires ungquenchable, and the:a firen
wera burning now for Nita Barlotti.

*Mr Wilberton,” he said, extending hin
right wrm, °as long as thers is one drop of
hlood flosing through my wveina, it Hows
tor Nita Barlotti. Thers is an arm that has
bafore bean raised in her behall, and which
will bs agnin, nnd thereir amolher like it,
equsally quick te strike; and ihese two
arme, working together, will tear limb from
lieb that man who injures Nita Rarlotti,
ar marries her ggainet her will, be ha in
Americn, Italy, or at tha corners of the
earth. 1 she'l follow. It was in connec-
lign with that resclve 'hat [ came here.’
He turnod Lo tha major ngw, *What can
Ldo wnith my liona? The cost of keeping
und feeding them in considerable, This,
of coures, iaa strain on me now that my
incomns ia cut oft, I have no meann other
ilan what L ewrn. 1 am peor. | thought
of you ut once ua 1tha man to help me.’ |

The major stroked hia mousteche and
locked st the lian tamer.

*OF course,' he raid, in hin blunt way.
* How much do you need ¥ You may have
all 1 con epnre, and can pay it back at your
own convenience,’

Msubikeck blushed - hothing but this
could hnve tmads him blush,

*You mistake my meaning, sir. Yetib
wne my own Enult in not making a clesrer
statement— muking my meaning plain. [
thaughb of yoa, not in the light of money-
lender, but os 1'srk Comuiseioner, who
would perhaps be pleased to take ths fions
as a loan, place them in tha menageris at
the Park, and have them led, of course, &t
the expanes of the cily. Is the plan
f; ble ?'

1 don't nee why not,” I said, *Goodnaey
knowe, our Zoo needs sgme fre-h attirac-
tione. Baraum, it is #spid, did the rame
thing iu yeara gone by. I have heard that
Forepaugh has dooe Lhe eame,  Why not
Maubikeck ¥

Zhe major pat & moment thinking,

' Yeou," he said. ' I bolieve it has been
tiona, though I do not recall a case in mmy
term ot cifica.  But, of course, it could be
done only on full vota of the hoard. We
megt to-morrow morning, and [ will broach
che matier in such 8 way an to enlist their
interast. I don't think there will be any
dithiculty im getting ihem to accept,’

‘[ thank you,” eaid Maubilkeck, simply.

t That will take tha lions aff your hauds
and ofl your miad,! 1 said, *\We can get
away at once. \When shall we +pil T

Maubikeck looked at me in surprise. The
major whaeled hia cheir around and faced

8.

*Wel ¢ he ejaculated. * Are you
woing to [taly 1"

*[ am going wheraver Maligni goes,’ T
repliad. * He has something that [ want an
muoch 2« Maubikeck wantn Nita.  The red
wox. \Ye will go torether, lion-tamer, and
hunt the scoundrel down.”

Think well over this, Mr Wilberton,” said
Maubikeck, *belore you decide finally to ga.
Hunting & man in Sardinia, whera Maligni
it cartainly woing, i very dilferent from
hanting im in New York, whera you have

tance of a great pnlice force. Thore
era to be met with there that
cannat be imagined, Once in Sardinia,
Maligni can kill the man who follows him,
rml will not wuller for the crime. i he has
nutwittal ys here with your boasted police
force to aid ue, how much more eaxily can
he da it there, where farce is sboat the only
law rocognised '

*Buv." I replied, impatiently, *gyou are
going to brave thasa dangere. are you not,
for the girl you lova? Then whynot LT

A poouliar look ugein came In Maubikeck™s
oyes.

* Thore in a great difference,” he said, 'be-
tween us, [ am, of courre, ricking my life,
but | know tha country to which L am going,
You would be an utter stranger. This
would not mateer much if everything should
turn out a4 wa wish, and you had me to
gul's you. Hut If anything happensd to
me, you would be at tha marcy of the most
dangerous lot of brigands in Lhe world.”

I Inuglind at this.
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* Brigands thero may be, Maubikeck, bat
all Surdinin in not givan over to 1 he industry
of brigan e. You may bave some resson
lor not wishing m# to pccompsny you, If
#0, then I will go alone. But i am detar-
mined to follow Maligni and obtain the red
box, or wring from him Lha secrat it con-
tained when he got it [rom Barlotii.’

*Then [ will say uo more,” said the lion-
tamer, - If you insist upon going, then go
with me. | thoughtonly of yoor own salety
Persunally, [ shall be glad o have youfora
companion,”

¥u it wan settled, and, after a little more
talk, the lion-tamer and [ started uptawn,
1 promieing Lo meat the major at the clab
at our vsoal hour in the afierngon,

Whea the hour cawe, 1 found Lhe major
waiting for me in an impatient mood.

*Now, ses hare, Wilberton," he asid, before
1 had even time to sit down and light a
cigar, "this tasolve of youra to go to Nar-
dinia {a ridicul ppreci your
sentimenta in tha matter, your reason for
wishing to obtain pos-ession of that red box
ar ita contents and all that, but the riek ie
too great,  You murt hot go.’

‘But T em going,’ 1 replied, calmly.
*You and Baubikeck epesk glibly aboat

dauger and all that sort of rot Wial
danger ! Apyhow, danger or ng danger, 1
aw going,’

¢ I waen't thinking so muoch of the actunl
danger from contact with Maligni,' said
Lhe major. *A baollet would soon put an
end to his mischiel-making powers. But
arg you wiea in trusting yoursell with this
Muubikech ? What do you know of him ¥

*Why, 1 thaught yov had devsloped a
great admiration tor Maubikeck,” I said, in
surprive. *\Yhat new crotchet have you got
inta your head now ¥

* Look here, L¥ick,” replied the major:
*it in oue thing toe sdmire a man’s phyaical
power or beauty, and its annther thing to
trust him. As a perfect specimen of man,
physically, I do admire the lion-tamer.
He ia grand. But ha ia too mystericus.
Hau he, in thasa days thet you have spent
togelher, told you anything about hbim-
aalf 7

*No," I answered, re'octantly. *I muat
confeea that he ia very reticent about him-
valfl. He fighta shy of any allusion to his
formar lite.  Any queetion I aek is warded
aft akilfully, and he svidently wishea to say
nothing on the subject, [ls in allable and
pleasant enough when you let him alone as
a aubject, but if you turn your quizzes on
him he shute up hike a clam. To day when
ha said he knew something about Sardinia,
he said more than ha has in all the time we
have heen together.’ .

*That's just it,” aaid the major. *That
remark hae been tombling about in my
cranium ever einca Le mada it. Mark my
words, Wilterton, it is something more
than mere chance that brings those two
men togesther. I do not like you to take
the riek. Maubikeck may be ail right,
then aygein he may be all wrong.”

* Weong or right, I am going,’ 1 repiied,
stubbornly. *“The man may have his own
good ressona for his reticence in regard to
himzelf. I do nothold is agoioet & man ba-
cau+a ha does not unveil to ms the secrets of
his heart. And I am in the game too deeply
now to withdraw. [ am going to éen the
thing through and get that red box, That
eontaine the recret | want. Idon't care for
Muubikack's sacreta.”

* Wall, Dick, old man," esid the major,
with & elgh, *it you mus go, you muat.
But take a word of advice : Kesp your eyes
wida open and your revolver handy. In
case of suspicion, don’t wait for proof, but
shoot,”

I lnughed, sud patted the m-iur's arm,

* I will take cure of myrelf,’ I eaid, "and
yoaid care at that, Now I mustask sfarour
of you. I cannotees Edith, It is bot right
that ahe should know why I am atarling off
on this journsy, yet it woula be unwise to
breathe or write & word of oor suspicione,
lest they prove to baunfounded, So [ ehall
write & lottar ta Edith, telling her that I
am called away on matters of the ulmost
importapce to her and me, and bidding har
adiew, asking her to bs trus to me ontil [
raturn, and aesuring her ot my own fathom-
lean lave, And to you 1 shall look to sea
that that Jetter ia safsly put into Edith's
own hand when ng other—or no unirigndly
eye—in locking.’

* Trust me, Dick, I'll do it,’ sald the
major. *Come, let ua tuke a atroll before
eupper.’

leow thet the major was romewhat af-
fected by the proepect of iy departure,
and humoared bhim by walking with him to
Delnonien’s, making our conversation an
light and gay as pomsible, which efort had
the double eilect of plaasing him and kesp-
ing tny own mind from dwelling upon the
uncerimintios and danger of my Sardinian
man-hunt,

iTo ke Continved.)

Lady of a Certaln Ape: *I like thls
dr but it doesn’t maich my com-
p n.” Candid friond : * Oh, thet's but s
trifla; you can slter your gemplexion to
suit !

WONDERFUL
Blood - Purifying Effect

—OF —

Ayer's Sarsaparilla.

Mr. Charles SBiephenson, = well-knowa
Kullway Employé at Kaiapol,
New fealand, writes:

“aAbhont ten years ago, while engaged in
sluunting, my font ranght hetween the ralls,
aud my leg was Ersotored bolow the knee.
Tt healed fn time, hut I have been troubled
ever since with swollen velis, and have been
obligedl, st thnes, to wear a landage. Albout

a year agoe i€ heeame much worse, and I
feared I shoulil he oblized Lo give up my
work., A friend advised me to try Ayer's
saraaparilin. I il s0, and after taking four
hntties the swelllnyr disappeared, and 1 have
nal been fronbled with it sinee.”

Ayer's Sarsaparilla

Has cured others, will cure you.

]
Nerve, Blood, & Skin
Diseases
CURED BY TAKING

HERR RASSMUSSEN'S

{The Celcbrated Ddanish Herbalist)

ALFALINE HERBAL REMEDIES

{Registerad},
A Permanent Cure for
Nerve, Skin, and Bleod Diseases.

HFERR RASSMUSSEN, the Celchratrd Danish
Herbalist and Gold Medallist, of 61 Lambton Quay,
Wellington, N.Z., and 547 Georgs Street, Sydney, 58
wo:ld-renowned for the thousands of Cutes which
have been efected by his Herbal Remeidies, and the
Thousands of Testimonials
Speak for themseives as 10 the immemse virtuos of
these Herbal Remedica.
ALFALINE VITALITY PILLS
Are 2 Certain Cure for Weak Nerves, Depressed
Spirits, Delality, and Weakness of the Spine, Rrain,
and Nerves, Special Powerinl Course, q38, 6d.
Ordinary Course, 238 6d.; Smaller lnxes, 129, and
ts. pusted. Send for Free Pamphlet.
ALFALINK BLOOD PILLS
Arve unsutpased as a Hlood Purifier and Rivod
“Lenie, and will eradicate the mnst ohstinate Rlood
and mLin Affections, Price. same a3 Vitality Pills.
His Alfaline Universal Pils for Female Complaints,

K lienm: Fills, Asthma and Cu 1iils. Fax
Reduw Towdess, Varicocele Po Gargle
Fowde d Producing” Powders, n Cakes,
Tarh en, Encalyptus Uil and ] ea, Hair
Restorer and Compleaivn  Beaotifier, Liver and

Kidncy Filly, are =l simply wenderful.

Band for his Fros Book, )
Which eontaine all pariic & and many vscful hints
and numerous testimo;
Private and Contidential.
add;

rens-—
HERR RASSMUSSEN,
81 LAMSTON QUAY, WELLINGTON. N.Z.

SPECIALTIES! SI'ECIALTIES1
1896. = 1B86.
BEAUTIFUL, UNIQUE Anp CHASTE.

Il Correspondence
Write without dclay, and

EX LATEST ARRIVALS

DIRECT FROM THE ENGLISH,

BEABT . &+ . + + o CONTINENTAL, 4aND
L —— AMBERICAN HOUSES

A Large Bhipment of
INVITATION anp CALL CARDS
WEDRDPING CAIRDS, with Envelopes to match
BALL PROGILAMMEKS, PENCILS AND TIES
FANCY PAPELRS anp CARDS, for Concert

Programinoeys
MENU CATtDS, numercus designe
MOURNING CARDS anp ENVELOPEB
8YLLABUS CARDS and other Noveltiea

THE TRADE BUPILIED.

m‘ The Cheapest cand Most Avtistic House
in the Auatralerian ('olonies.

Conntry Ordora receive prompt attention,
Call or send for Samples.

AUCKLAND STAR LITHOGRAFHIC
AND PHINTING WORKS,

BHORTLAND invp FORT-8T3.. AUCKLAND
IL. BRETT, Proprietor.

ERCHANTS IN NEW ZEALAND
WRITING T) CEYLON TO OBTAIN
SIRTURA TEA.

HE tollnwing copy of a letter wan
i written by the sxportera of Suratura Tea
1o the Welllug.on agants :—
“ Colombo, Znd Sept , 1895.

v Dear Sirs,—There seems to be n
great deal of correspondence betwseen
dealers in your Colony and merchants
here re Suratura Tens, and we have on
more than one occasion heard them
highly spoken of in Colombo. Wa
mention this as we think 1 will be as
well for you in salf profection to register
the mark ({f you have not already done
50 ) as early as possible, as we ourselves
kave known the labels of other well-
knoun brands very closely, if not almost,
copied, and we feel sure were this to
leappen to Suratura, and in/erior leas
wid under & similar, or perhaps the
sune mame, o would be very detri-
menial to all parties concerned, (f
course, we vefuss to ship the teas
{ Suratura ) to any firm but yonr good
selves, and shall always endvavour lo
protect you al this end as for as 15 in
our power.— Yours, elc., . . .7

The andearonr madete ohiainthis wanderful
Tn-“i- proof of its public mppreaistion and
quality.

The duly on Snrators Is charged xt 4d par b,
the old rale being bd.

STEADY 11

There is & Ran on oor Blends.

‘While we are glad to see it,

And bappy to keep pace wilh it,

Wa want to point out

THERE IS NO NEED FOR ALARM.

THE QUALITY

ALWAYS THE SAME,
And will be just as good next week as this.

We hold an IMMENSE 5TOCK, and there
is ENOUGH FOK EVERYBODY.

Pliease keep calm, WE WON'T FAIL
You.

Youra faithfnlly,
EMPIRE TEA COMPANY,

W. & G. TURNBULL & CO.,

Propriators.



