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raggod little woond that la not serious—in
fact of no conrsquence. But he did kick"
up & tremendous row, Of all the wild
Ltalisnn 1 eversaw, he warithe wildoat. He
curesd and raved. and thremtaned to anni-
hilats the feliow who tired that shot, and I
waa compelled sternly to order him to ba
quiat before I could dress his cheek. Ha
will bo wellin & fow days *

Hers I presented tha lion tamer to my
two friende.

* You ara not through your work for to-
night, doctor,” Isaid. * Maubikeck'nhanda
are badly burned, and mma in less degree,
They tadast be sttended ta.’

Doctor Dinsmore locked at Manbikeck's
hands.

* Burned ! Ishould eay they weare burned,
You muet coms at once Lo my office. But
1 tell you, lion Lamer, that wasa courspocus
thing you did, to climb that rope and puc
aut the Hame of burning ofl with your hande,
It wan the work of a hero.'

Maubikeck sheagged his ehoulders.

[ am not a hero,' ha said. * When the
unly human being that & man lovea imin
danger, nothing is too great for him to
sttcapt in her bahalf.’

The doctor and the mejor nodded affirm-
atively. Thers wae evidently no baehful-
ness about Manbikeck. He was willing
that all the wozld ehould know that he laved:
Nita Barlotei.

" the voice in whi

vislona, but toward morning baturo asperted

‘_Ilull and | alapt somndiy,

IL see20il to me that | had rearcely nlept
at all whan I was =tartied from my slomber
by u turrific banging at my deor, 1 eat up
in bed, and in a hell-dezed mannor logked
around me. 1% wan broad deylight, and the
tun wan streaming iv my windows.

Again the knocking st my door.

* Who is thare ¥ [ shouted.

*Itie [—Maubikeck ! was the roply ; and

of e:mumonb tha
[ vprang to tha door to admit wmy
viritar,

At the sight of the lion tamer I fell beek,
alarmed and startied. His eyes were blood -
shot and from them sesmed to come & light-
ning gleam that boded ill to soma one. His
face was working with pasalon, nnd with a
stride he waa in my room.

* Thry've gone ' ha roared. ‘Gonel

*Gore " Lechond. *W ho'sagnone?

*Signorine Barlotti, Maligni, - the old
woman, Dambo, and all the reat,”; he aaid,
panting with excitement.

* Barlotti gone! Maligni gone! Gone
wiere? 1 aeked. nanrly an exclted us he
was.

*Flad 1 anmd.] knows where, I want
to their hotel & while ago, and tha clerk told
mo that Maligof and bis people—that meant
Nita and the Iug—leit bafore daylight, and

hiknck

! Wa gnt into the carriaga that M
had umed to bring us to the hocel, and
Doctor Dinemore, at Maubikeck's raquest,
gave the coachman the address of hie office
Ve ware soon Lhere.

Meubikeck, being more severely buroed
than I, waa, of coucse, liret taken care of by
the physicana, While they wera buery I
+at down near the major,

¢ Well," he eaidl, in a low voice that Mao-

bikeck could wnct hear, * what do you think,
of it sll, angwav ™

*I am more than ever convmcad that onr
original raepicions were correct,” I replied.
*1 questionad the girl clorely, aad she kotd
me the whola atory of her life. She was

given to this fellow Blaligni by Esarlotti, -

aho she belioves in her father. There is
nothing in her atory that sheds any light
whatever on the affair. But there certainly

is aomeone beat on ber destruction, and it. .

Itins im oserible even to say
it Maligni's enemy is here. Kverything ia
clouded in completé myetery. Bat thera
are two things to work on. One is 8 good
clue, or at lesst 8 step, and may lead to the
correct solutize of the myatery, [ eaw an
[calian set fire Lo the second rope,”

* Dvd you indeed !" repested the major in
aurprise,

‘Yee, and from the deseription the girl
pave of her attendasta, I ideontify the mia-
creant aa & moen they call Dambo. Of
coureg, the first thing to be dona is to find
him. In the excitement he got away, but
hoe cannot get out of New York. Anyhow,
Byrnes can tind him."

* And what is the other clus? .
of two.'

*The other iy not a clue. [t may prove
tn be nothing at all, but putting our su+
picions along with what the girl telix me, I
hope to make » asizure and a discovery. it
appeara that just before Barlotti died, ha
gave tha girl to Maligni, and alzo gave him
a red tin box which wasiocked with a brars
padlock, At the same tima he spoke to
Mauligni in the Nardinian dialect, which
Nita il not underatand, and Maligni was
zpparently very much axcitod and rorprised
At what he eaid. Later, Nita asked Maligni
what wae in tha box, and he told her it con-
tained the contract under which her father
had worked

' Wich Barnum ¥

‘No, with Maligni.! -

Then [ explained the system under which
tha grapeze acrobat had warked, and re-
peated Nita's story for the major's benefit.

‘L agree with you,” he said, - that the
contents of that red box are Important. But
low to gat it T )

Onr conversation wan Interropted at this
point by Linemore, who, having carelully
dranmed Mavbock’s hands, annoonced him-
salf rendy for me. [t did not take so long
ta attend to my burne, for the paia having
besn sltayed by some zoothing spplication,
the injury seemed very slight. 1 was soon
ready to go,

Maubiksck with both hands bandaged,
ba @ us good-night, and promieed to arsist
ma in the morning to find Dambo. He
stapped into his carrisge and was driven
away bo hin hotel.

The major aud [ walked to my hotel,
whers ha left ma. It was two o'olock in the
morning when I reached my reom. [ wae
¢raatly excived aver the events of the
evening, and ssemad to have the means of
total annihila'ion of Rslph Graviscourt
4lmost within my grasp.

To steady tmy nerves before galog to bed
I drank & glaws of wine, and sat dowo te
meditata oo the prorpects of succoss.

Wearinaan aoon overosme me, and I re-
tired to dream of fighting fira and liona and
Rulph Graviscoort all at once, and of Edith
and Nita and of the lion-tawer, all jumbled
tgathor in [nexplicable mysteries which I
tlong must solve, My rest during the first
lew hours was broken by these (antastic

is mot Maligni.

You apoke

left oo infor aws to where they were
poing, I did not believe him, and rushed
up the staire and pounded on Nita's door,
buot got no anawer. Then 1 went to the
hoose where Dambo was staying, and he
had gone. Sancho is still here, bui he
knows nothing sbout the rest, They've
mone—they’'va gone. That davil Maligni
haa raken her away—Aer—my love—my
Nita "

As he ejaculated thees worde, the lion

tamer strode back and forth in my room ;
and even though the snrpries and shock of
Maligni'a . suddeén departire  were over-
powering, yeisk had:
-—this trained of wild boast=—who. with
bloedshot eyer and passion distortad fece,
and his poor burned hanria still clothed in
banduges, had been thns deprived of hie
awastheart, and whone fears for her weolfare
nearty drove him frantic. There wae &
pathoa ie his grief and rega that touched
me even mere I.han my own dirappoiatment
did.

* Bat," 1 aa{d, ranaurmgly, * they cannot
escaps un. We will go to Byrnas, Super.
intendent of Police, and he will catch them
for ue, Maligni cannot laave Naw York
withoot heing datected,’ .

* Maligni  can I' replled "Maubikeck,
* Matigni conld wrigale ont of hell, and
Satan himeslf could not prevent him,”

I haatily dreased, and as the suddenneas
of the surprise wora ofl, I began to feal a
harrible fear that Muubikeck waa right,
and that Maligni might outwit us, with the
étart he had had. Bot I resolved to do my
beet to thwart him, and to that end my firag
vieit should be to the euperintendent of
paiice.

Mauobikeck and I madeour way ae quickly
e poasible to police headguarters and tofd
ouar story. Suporintendent Byrnes wan at
once interested, and sent out ordera Lo his
rien to make a thorouzh eearch for tha
party, particularly Dambo, through whom,
if caneht, we miuhl: reasonnbly expect to
bag the principaln in the affair. as well sa
Maligni and hia charge.

Leaving th. superintendent, a " smdden
thought rvshed upon me - a recollection of
what she major had told me about the
drugygiat Tortoni. I hastily told something
of thia to Maubikeck, ant knowing about
where the store waw located,  we hursied
there. Wo found it easily, and rushed in.
A woman stoad behind the counter.

‘I want ‘o see the drogyiat, Tortonl, n
once," I said, imperatively.

*He is gone away,” she said In broken
Fnglish. “Hoe ia gone to Europe.'

*When 2id he go? I meked in amaze-
ment,

* Yersterday he sailed,' was the raply,

Bealieving this to bo & lie, I turned io
Maubikeck and said :

* 1t im thicker than we supposed.
are mony ehgaged in the affair.”

Ha muttered rotoething and reemed to
be beride Limeelf.

From Taortoni'a drug store we went to
the hotel where Maligni and Nita had been
stopping.

There they told me just what they had
told Maubikeck.

* Have you sny objectlons to opening the
rooms ' [ asked.

‘The clerk smiled.

*Neo,” he repliad. *Here in the key to
111, and this ista 112, You may go up il
you want to.'

We mounted tha stairs, [ opened 111—
Mallgni's. Wa found nothing there thad
belonged to him. ‘¥a antared mumber 112,
Jo was bara of avarything save the hotel
furniture, Ju e wa ware leaving, | hap:
pened to sse a hit of folded paper on the
fBoor [ picked It up. Resding i, I
hanrded it to Maubikeck. As ha read it,
hie fuce grew paler and he uttered a Beree
ourse under his broath, This in what was
;’I’Il;"-'l'l on tha paper in a preity, feminine

and :

There

thgught forahie riant- —his part of the hunt.

* Maobikeck ! Maohikeek ! Heo ietaking
e naway—I do not know where. lleis in
a frightful temper. T must obey or he will

kill me. Follow us; find na, and rescue me
from Maligni 1love you, Maubikeck, and
only youw. Nita'

CHAPTER VI

It would be & uselaas waste of enarzy and
a npedless tax on patisnce for ma to relate
in detail the manner in which we parsad
the days immediately following the disap-
pearance of Maligni and Ni Barlotti,
We honted everywhere, and aided ag we
wore by the beat detective skill to be had,
it did meem ae if we must find them wooner
or later.  But the skill of the purened was
groater than that of the pnravers, Maligni,
Nits, Dambo and Tortonl wers gone —
evaporated—vanished-—as completely ae
though they had never existed in New York
at all. \We communicated freely and con-
stantly with other citiea, and did every-
thing (hat conld be dona to prevent their
departure from-the United Brates withont
detection.

During the first faw days Maobikeck and
I, of couree, egrent coneiderable of our time
at the office of Doctor Dinemare.  Under his
care our burne heated rapilly, and at the
end of & week my hande were in as yood
condition as ever. Maunbikecks, from Lhe
severity of the burne, healed mors slowly,
but in B week they ware cut of the band-
ages and he had full uee of them, They
wore somewhat blistered, but Dinsmore
promised that another week wouid effect &
perfect core.

The departure of vhe droggist Tortoni,
of courre, interested. only the major and
We did not possess enoupgh know-
ledga of his connection with tha case, and
ware oot certain enough of his identity as
Doctor C. Sigmotta, to drag the police into
Keither did they

tare shont Dambo.

But Maligni had Aed, Ipaving untold bille
unpald and contracte nniu!lillad

Among those who suifered most were
thoee who had been in his employ snd
whose salarise had not been paid. And of
these Muubikeck loet the moat, for tha cost
of keeping and feading his liona waa enor-
moun, and had ro far been paid by himeelf,
he not having received any pay since tha
circus had opened in the Gerden.

Of courss, this made & clamouar, and t.lm
papers wars full of it. T’ublie interest died

~ out ina {sw daye, and 1he police, seeing

natkiog buk failare, grﬂw lietlesn in =
weel, .

Of couree, t.hnb portmn of the afleir in
which 1 was mosat interested—the suspected
identity of Nita Barloiti—had nob been
made publie. There was nothing on which
8 etatement could be bared, and the major
and I couneelled with purmelves and da-
cided to lock ths matter in our awn breastns
until we had sgomething tanpible to work
on. And I was Brmly convinced that the
romething tangible hud been contained in
the red box that Malieni had received from
the dying acrobat, the eontente of which
he had told Nita wers merely » “contract.”

i plunged into the mearch mo heartily
that everything elee was forgotten save my
love for E hith Broughton.  In fact, it was
my essemingly hopeoless love thab rpurred
me on, in the forlorn hope of making 1 dis-
covery thot would unde my rival. I went
to Boston, I’hiladuiphia and Chicaxo on
puppueed clues, but discovered nothing.

Duriog this protrected mearch, with its
hoper, diruppointments and tailurs, & pecu-

- liar ehange took place in the lion tamer and

mysell.  When the flivhi of Maligni was
tiret known, Maubikerk had been like a wild
man. His rage, his impolusus terocity, his
uncutrbed lion-like nature, made it diffcult
to kesp him within boundas. He grow
dishevelled and bagganl. He mutiered
much to himeall, like & man demented. His
burned tingers twitched narvously, as if
they were grasploe somebody’s throat. On
the contrary, ! had been calm and collected
1 had done mont of tha planning and
scheming. I had led the hunt.

Now, as time had paswed, and we had
nothing but a reriorof di-heartsning fuilures
to look back upon, [ war becoming nervous
and impatient. I grow irritable. 1 plunged
into fucli=h apurts aiter impoesible clues
thot that in the early duys of the huntb I
would not have considersd worthy of my
attention.

Sharply contrasted with this chanue in
mo, this avidence of the strain that had
been pat upon my nervous system, was tha
magniicent calmness that had come to
Maubikeck. He had restied into & calm
man of iron. }Hia oyes woere keen and
piercing, hia mouth frmly sat, his brow
smooth,

Carefully and slowly he went, step by
stop, ovar the case, and drew for himeell
@ mental map of Maligni's opsrutions, plans
and desirgs, and ra4mad to bo tracing his
imaginary Ipoteteps up to 1he prescnb tima,

Thin was the condition of things two

weoeka alter Maligni had disappesred, and
1, nervoun and fretful. sat one alierhoon in
the coffioa of 1he Board of I'ark Uommis
vioness, ol which the major was now pre-

sident, ponring ount to him my bitternass of
spirit over Lhe failure to trace Maligni.

While I was there, a heavy ool-tep was
heard cutside, and we both looked op know-
ingly. It wava footstep that had grown
familisr to ws, so Brmly snd squarsly did
it etrike. The door opensd and the lion
tamer entered.

It was at once evident from the sxpres-
u:m of his face that he had learned somse.
thing.

' Well, lion tamer,’ said tha msjor, who
bad developed a grent liking tor this
™yt a man with the paculiar hame,
*what i new ta-day ¥

*The hunt is ondod, so far s this conti-
nent is concerned,” wan the reply of Maubi-
keck, s he quistly sat down near ue.

‘Ended I' [ excisimed, excitedly.
vor found them ?

*No. Bat [ have traced them,” hs naid,
B grim port of watisfaciion in his tones,
* Maligni and Nita are on biard the rlgsm -
ship La {;ascogne, which mailed Irom thin
port three days ago. OI couree, Lhey are
er roule to lialy, or, mors particulsrly
speaking, to the I-land of Sardinia, whara
Maligni intend+ to make Nita hie wifs."

* But thi= eudiden determination,” I snid ;
“ic = purzling, What ot his circus? He
had no money, had ha, excopt what wus
inveated in his show ¥

*Money was what he was after.” replied
Mnuhlkoek, looking at ma with a far away
expression in hie eyes. I knew that, thouuh
hi» guze waa dirccted toward me, he did
not res ma. His mind was bent on be
problem befors us.

“There ia no deubt & great des! in lhla
allair of which we know abaolutaly nothing,’'
esid the major. *The motive for the
tempt on Maligni’s life ie the darkest {l
of secrat.  Yar, occurring st 1he eame time
s 1he attempt to kill the girl, it would
reom to bear clore econmection wilth ir
Certainly Maligni has sgome eLzoug reason
for leaving thie country, Ho haz been
forced by fear to drop his money-making
eircus nnd fly for hia life, or it come way he
has become posscered of enovpgh money to
eatisfy him, and he has gons home te enjoy
it.  Bust that part of it ia not eo important.
Tell ne how you learned this, Maoubi
keck."

‘£ hava fust taft police healguartere,” re-
plied the lion-tamer. * The superintandent
was about to asnd for yen mid me when 1
arrived there. The police exp'ain their
failure to tind Maligni white ha was in Now
York, by eaying that hs was aided by his
fellow pruntrymen hers to outwit all pur-
suers Even when ha sailad he did eo undar
the nama of Luigi Barilotd.’

I wave a stark.

* That is dangercusly near to Barlotti,' 1
waid,

*Yes. The name was well chosen. The
rocord of paesengers, so the superintendent
says, shows tha names Luwgi Bariloti and
his  daughter, Signorina Bariloti, and
Marianas, the attendant of the signorioa,
Fromn varioua deecriptions gathered by Lhe
police of thers people from ihe tomjpuny,
they concluded at gnce Lthat they were Lhe
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MACASSAR OIL
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A pars, fragrant, nun-grisy hn:hso-dn Ik whitens
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the guis and sweelens the lirm Ak Drnggisis
and Hiores fir HiswlaMie' ari of 90, Hatwa
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