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brothers make their own powdes, dry of conrse, and & fine
time they bava of it. Aftar filling & tin with powder thay
light ir, and the fountain of sparke haa such a pretty sffeet.
{ have & large black oabd called Bpos. He weighs ten
pounds. 1 very ssldom sea Jetters from the boy cousina
now. [ wonder why they don's write. 1 expect they ara
shy. There waa a coacert here on Friday, and while some
ons wana singing & Jamp fell over and burndall the scenery.
—1 am your loviog CousiN Ipa No. 2.

{l expect we shall hare some of the boy coasine writing
to aak how your brothers make their gunpowder. M
brother nearly blew un all up. I forget what he used, ani
he is over in Perth (W.A.), »o 1 cannot easily sek him.
They say black cats are lucky. What a beanty Spobt must
be. Ia he pecfectiy black, or spotted with white®* Were

oa at the soncart; when the lamp tellt Ware yono frightened ?

ow very fortnnate that the whole place waa not déstroyed.
I am sorry you did not remember to send yoor story. Will
you try to collect for the Cot Fapd. 1f Jon answer on a
post-card it will do. Thanka for riddles, —Corsix KATE ]

DeaR CousiN KATE.—I meant to write to you before,
but I seem now to havesa little time. Will yon piesse
send eonsin Laara and me each & eollecting card in aid of the
Hoepital Cot. In answer to one of yoor gqoestions in my
1ast letter [ reply, Madame Cope is not an amatenr touring
the country, but & professional teacher of musie, with a
great number of pupils. There has been a large number of
fires in Wellington lately. One in Willis atreat, which
broke ount in & restaurant, threatened to destroy the whole
block. Aus it was the upstairs of two shopa ware burnt, and
the farniture and atker thinge, which were in the lower
rooms, were completely destroyed by water, Thers was
also one at Lambton (Jaay, and apother in Newtown, in
which two houses were hurnt to the gronnd. We have now
gob the sroquet wet, about which [ told you some time
ago, and of course, as the novelty bas not yet worn off,
all the girle are mad oo it. The Tennis Tournaments have
now begun, bat I will tell you about them when they are
aver. Qar sehool breaks up iv six weeks, bat [ am pot
i:iu“ sure where I am going for my Christmas holidays,

t year I went to Christchuroh, and althoogh I enjoyed
much, I should nob care to live there. Last
Sitarday I went io Island Bay, and had a long ehab with
the Aermit. He told ns that he had been fifteen years in
the cave, but as he also told na aboukb six months ago that
he had been seventeen years there, we ars not quite suze
which it is, bot think it is eomething between the bwo,
His cave is not balf as comfortable ns it used to be. About
two feet have been taken off it by making the Quesn’s
Drive, and it {s not half so sheltered as it used to be, be-
canse the big rocks which faced the opening of the cave
have been cot down.  The Wellingtan College held their
aonoal sports yesterday afternoon, and according to reporb
they went off very well, Did I tell yoo that we play
ericket at school? Some of onr fl"’ are quite experts at
the game.  What do you think of it? Do you thiok it is
pice for girls to play it or do yon think that it should be
teft for the boys? 1 must now close, with much love from
CousiN ELSIE. '

. [Thaak you for your encouraging letter. I will zend yon
and cousin Laura a card as soon as I get a few more
promisen. I have not had the card printed, beeaose I conld
not tell av all bow many wounld required (see *Cob’
notice). When I write that word in & hurry I am alweys
afraid that when I see it in prind it will have tursed into
“eat,’ and it will look as if we were getting ap a fund to
provide howes for lefy behind cats when people have gone
away tor the holidays. [ thought when you mentioned the
*hermit* before, that {b wes a joke, but now Isee that he
is & live (and livelg) person. rent his care, or
merely live there K permission of the City Couneil or
Harbour Board, or whoever owne the island. Concerning
ericket, I used to play myself, and would have no objection
t2 handling & bat now, jnet amongst the cousine, of conrse,
and in private. Later we played *ladies cricket ;' I do mot
care muach for it. But I do not approve of foothall for girls.
—CousIiN KATE.}

myself ver

DeAR CousiN KATE.—1 ocught to have written before,
bat I bad nothing to tell yon. I received the badge safely,
and I think it is very pretty. I have never collected
before, kot I will try and help the * Cot.' Last Saterday I
went out ferniog in the morning, snd in the afterncon 1
went out fishing with father. As it was my birthday to-
day, and it was Sonday, [ had a picnic yeaterday. We
went to Petons, us there is a nice beach. Shortly after we
atrived some of us had a pice bathe. 1t was the first bathe
T have had this season. Then we had dinner, afterwards
another girl and I went ont on the jesty to fish for about &

asatter of an howr. We also saw the Naval's cutter race,

hen we went aod had tes. Afterwarda we went home by
the quarter past five train [ must mow eay good-bye from
your loving cousin PuEps.

P.B —Will you send me a eard for the * cob fand 7'

[T will send the card as soon as I have them. Thank you
for saying you will try to collect. I have not bathed
in the sea yet. 16 hes been =0 cold, and I have not had the
chance either. You seem to have enjoyed your picsic.
Many happy returns of the day! Have your ferns lived ?
It seeme a Little late for them. ‘What fieh, if any, do you
uesnally catech? Crabs! Down South my brother caught
some lobeters and left them on the kitchen table, and my
cat went in and picked ont the largest and ran off with it.
~CoUsIN KATE'] '

TWO DAYS' '‘CYCLE RIDE THROUCH CHESHIRE.

I HAVE recelved the following Intereeting letter from a ver
distant cousein, Newell L. Nichaleon, Seaforth, Liverpool.
1t |s so lobg thas [ must glve It in detachments, as it would
swallow up & whols page or rerh-p- mure, if put in At once,
Mauy thanks, Consin Newell,

DraRr Cousin KATE —The other day I received the Ngw
ZEALAND Grapuic from my wbcle who lives in Te Kaultl,
vesr Aocklaod, sand was much interested fu tbe letters you
receive from yoor numerous cousios, Some time ago, m;
oousin, Edith” Tanner, related in the GRAFHIC her experi-
eooes of & Bush Ride, vo [ made up my wind to write sod
toll my New Zealand los of the i ing bicyole ride
[ bad throogh Cheshive. It was Saturdsy, 24th of Auguab
wheo Dr. Braime aod myself examiced onr machines, au
Gudiog them in excollent oondition for a bard day’s work,

started on our jonrney, It was pine o’tlock in the moraing
when we left onr Little village of Seaforth, which is situsted
on the banks of the river Mersey, snd five miles norsh of
Liverpool. Westrock direcl:liy inland aver the Canal, which
divides Seaforth from Lithesland. The latter place basa
commanding view of the month of the Mersey, the Irish
Ses and the Welsh Mountaioe. From Lithesland we take
the main road, whioh leads us to Rancorn Bridge, where we
troad to got to Cheshire.  'Wa are jo Lancsshire now, so we
make our machines go & little faster, s we have & good
maby iniles to go before we resch bome to-night. n ooe
right we pass Alotree race oourne, where the Grand Nationat
s run—one of England’s greateat races. We soon leave
this far behind os, but the grandstand can be seen for miles
off. Uur next village wan Weat Derby, and a shorb distance
from this place {a the Evarton football ground, whera lasb
yoaz at on# of their matches tho{ had more people in the en-
elosare than there are in the whole of New Zealand, At Weat
Derby wa dismonnted, and the doctor pulled the cycling map
out of his poeket, laid ib gently on & bread and cheese hedge
properly called m thorn hedge (mast of the fields in England
are divided by this kind of hedge) He ran his little hingera
slong the wmap, snd then exclaimed that we were only
eighteen miles from Runcorn Bridge, and that we ooghs to
do it in seventy-fire mioutee, s¢ We monnted and rode at
the mate of one mile in fonr minutes, An hour's ridiog
braoght oa to the dirty smoky town of Widnes, which is
noted for ita soap making and tanneries.  To some parts of
the town we bave to hold our hands to our noses as the
atench is something frightfal. We ask our way to Kuneorn
Bridge from one of the patives, and pointing with his
grimy hand, he says, ‘Doat thou see that thers
atreet ? Well, you muon tmrn ap te ye leift aud ye
cannob ‘elp but =ee it Wae follow his directions, and
turniog to the left, we come to & lootgat.h leading up
on to the bridge, It i an enormous bridge, bailt of

iron and wstone, and is eupported by enormous gillan
which risg from the bed of t e Riger ersey. The bridge

connects [ hire apd C Wa whealed our
machines ap this narrow footpath, which brings us to the
toll gate, where we had to pay threep for each hi

and one penny for each of ourselves before we could geb
across. o the bridge iteelf there is only one narrow path
for padestrinne. The other part of the bridge is used for tha
London traine. - ‘An express passed over as we weré on the
bridge, and it shook it like & Jeaf. The wind it made nearly
blew oar hats off. The bridge commends a view of
the ship conal, which has jusi beea .eat from Eastom
to Manochester. Ib is about thirty miles Jong, mnd
some of the largeat ships can go up ib, principally
eotton losded ships for the great spinners of Manchester.
‘When we gos to the other end we had about one hondred
ateps to go down. Uur ‘sycles being Hght, we shouldered
%em and ran down the ateps into one of the main atreets of

apeorn,

Runcorn ia uot » large place, but avery old one.
It is known to have existed in the %ear 913, when Ethel.
fleds, slster of King Edward the Elder, and widow of
Ethelred, Earl of Mercia, bailt a town and Castle on & huge
rotk projecting out into the river, but the water has s0
gained upon the land that now the Castle is nowhere to he
seen ; not & stone 18 vieible of it There is & very interest-
iog old church in Roneorn. We were told that it was buily
be%ura the Norman Congqueat. It has been altered and im-
proved since, but the old windows and pillars are the same,
and the old atyle of carving is most interesting. The church
waa closed in the yenr 1845 by an appropriate sermon from
the vicar. His text was, * Aties, lék us go hence,’ and all
the people arose apd went. It was oot opened mgain for
three years. We were nnable to spend any more time ab
this interesting old church beeanse we had mnnf more miles
to go yet, and a0 it was advisable for ua not to linger longer
:hm we could possibly halp, althongh we were loth to leave
1 8

Bome distance before ns, atanding majestically on a high
hill, is Halton Castle. We asked a woman who was ou
her way to markeb what castle it waa. She sold us it was
Eulton Coartta, and that Holiver Cromwell had something
to do with it, bub that was all we could gebt cab of her. Ib
was really built soon after the Norman Conquest, and
Oliver Cromwell atormed it. Fioally it was ueed ay
a prison for debtors, but the road that led up to
it was too steep for ua to ride, so we were obliged
to dismount sod walk, A lot of blackberrien grew on
either side of this road, whish we picked and ate ae we
wallked along. At laat we reachad the top, and the doetor
espied an old inv, where he very soon made his way in and
broaght out a jug of shandy gafl - that i, beer and ginger
beer mixed—which makea a very cooling drink, We did
not have anything to eat, as 1t is not & good thing to ride
directly aftér eating. Besides, we wanted to reach a place
called Aatrobus befors one o'clock, as we had, a day or two
previonsly, ordered loach. Before we left Halton we had
® look atf the old castle whith Cromwall destroged with fire
and eword. From its battiements the views are most
beantifol, To the porth i again seen the Mersey por-
suing ita coarse through ferbile plaine; to the west are
the Welsh hills sloping down to the wooded dales of
Cheshire. I think I could have stood on these bastle-
ments for hours, looking ab the beautifal scenery which
sprend as far as the eye conld see, bub we could not
stay any looger, sa the doctor was anxiose sbout the
time. He wanted to reach home agaln thab pight, as he
expected s letter of some iniportance, so we wade onr way
out oo to the main road, where we epguired of some
labourers which was the way to Astrobus. Ooge said one
was, another said another, bub ma we had no timre to lose we
rode on, leaving them to argne who was right or who was
wrong. The road led wa to the brink of a hill, at the
bottom of which was % narrow valley, aud thea the ground
rose agaln on the opposite side. 'Wa could see the white
road which we would bave to go along windiog ita way io
and out of the swall rosds and op the pexs bill nntil ib war
lost from sight over the brow of the hill, Ridiog dewn hill
on a bicycle im very different from ridiog np bill. Ridiog
down you have merely to tnke your fest off the treadle,
and away you go st the rate of sixty milea ao
bour: but goiog up hill you bhave te put your feeb
vary much on the treadle, wnd you go mb the rate of
mile jn sixty hours (more or lesa) It in very eany poiom
down hill, snd nnmpnntivelf safa Il the road is straight,
snd you ean see the ending of 1%, bub if 1b is nat s0, 1 sdvise
you to coms down gently., 'We were jnsb sbonb golog down
hill, when I shoated to the Doctor, * I'lt go Arst, Doctor,” so
he sald * ALl righ#," sod sway I went. It was oot very steep
st first, bot bellway down {t becsme so steep I conld pod
see the bottom of the rosd, becanse it turned to the lefn I

waa going at ano enormoos ate, 1 naver experienced snch
& rate befors, and I never wish to mgain, The sir oearly
took my breath away. At lass [ saw tha torn of the road,
but i was a very marrow and short one. However,
bracing myself well np 1o iv, | leaned well over to the
lefs s0 ma o keep my machine straight. 1 should
bave gob micond the bend quite saisly bab for =
narrow path which ran at the side of (he road, and
waa made very slippery by the diippioga from the over-
hanging branches of some trees which grew on the banks
above. My wheels gos on this path, sod the slant which
my bicyele was snre to have in turning so sharp a corner,
slipped clean from updernsath we, and 1 found myself lyiog
on my back, with my head on this path, wbieﬂ was the
canse of a1} this bpst, and my fest in the ditch, AN st
oncz I thought of the ductor. I be is coming down with
his feet off the treadle,he will certainly be killed,for be is
man of fourteen etons. I shovted to him at the top of my
voios to put bis brake on and back treadle. He soon came
in sight riding as gently as possible down the hill. Hs
eaw ma shoot forward soddemly, and he thought that
the hill mosl drop near the bottom. He blamed me
very much for not going down gently until 1 saw
the bottom of she hill, "I kave pot hlrF the experiense that
he has had, aa this was my first loag ride, bt I shall know
what to do in the future. 1 wan afraid of looking at my
machine for fear of seeing it smashed np, bat on examining
it I fonnd that the steel rod that holde the treadles was com.-
pletely twiated, and that was the only damage ib had aua.
tainsd, whilat [ eame off with less, not even a mark. Of
conrne I was very much shaken. Kiding with a twisted rod
wa3 anything bos comfortable, as my toe wounld turn from
one side to ancther. To go fast was absolotely impossible,
Tha only thing that conld be dona was to look oac for the
noarest smithy, By this time wo had mounted the opposite
hill, and were joat abunt to descend another, equally steep,
when [ heard vhe sound of & smith'sa hammer beating some-
thing on hia anvil, Wae listened again, bov there was
no_mistaks, for dowp & narrow lane on our left was the
amithy. Wa were very fortnnate in catching two men
working there, for in another hali honr they wuuld bave
been gone, as they only work half & d2y on Satorday. |
took my lame horse in apd reqneated them to do their best
at it which they did, and made a very good job of it indeed.
1t only took them a quarter of an hour, so we did not wasto
much time, They told us thav last year & man waa killed
ad the very same place whera 1 fell, so I cortainly had o
vOry RALTOW escape.
f To be continued, )

PUZZLE COLUMN.

(1) If you gatup on a horse where do youn get dowu frony ?

2 A riddle, a riddle. a farmer’s riddle,
Aijive at both ends and dead In the middle.
{2) Why is & loaf of bread on a poat lika a racehorse* [No.
4 we have had before. —Cousix KaTe.] CovusiN Iva No 2.

ANSWERS,
. Answer to Coosin Monica's riddle: Because you find it
increases (in creasea).
Angwere to Cousin Fergue' pozzles: {1} When ib is &
dritt. (2) Colombns, (3} Because it makes oil boil,
Anawera to buried boya’ names : (1) Jamea. (2) Bertie.
{3) Edgar. (4) Robert. (5) Noel.~~CuoUsiN Gypsy.
GUESSES.

Cousin lda No. 2 answera Counsin Lilla's riddle thus :
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Evangeline— Longfellow.

BTIMULANTS aad fnsufMelent amount of axercles freynenily
deraoge the liver. ENOS 'FRUTT SALT'is veuliarly ndapled
for any constituliona] weakpess of the liver. worl] of woen ix
‘I.Vﬂhimi by thoes who kecp and wee KNOS "FRUIT SALT.—

A‘I’L m;rucuuomers for l]&.‘hoai * l;'g.{l)lt"l‘ i?AL'l"' r‘t‘:’am not be
without [t upen any conslderation, 1hey having received so
benefit from Ir..—“’voun BuorHERY, Chimhm;.‘B nieh

Eold by all Chemisty and Storea, &1

TRICKY LIONS-

SoME of the most dapgerons sricks of animals are thoss
simulating kiodoeas, harles Montagne, in ' Tales of &
Nomad,’ says that byenas often follow lions, and finish »
cargawe the momeot the lions have left in  Sometimes,
however, tha byeonas ars too esger, and steal biw of ment
while the Jions are-still at their meal.

I have besn told that the lion ride himself of the nuisance
io the fullowing way : he throws s piece of ment aside.
When the lico is looking the other way the byena dodgea
in end rushes off with the mest, Presently the lion throws
another piece of ment, thin time a liltle nemver. The
hyeus takes that mlso, At last the liop throws & piece
very pear indeed. The hyens, haviog become reckless,
makes & dash st thin aleo; but the lion wheels ronnd and
leys bim low with & pat of his paw snd & growl of sonoy-
ance,

T remember ay the Usata oo ope oceasion bearing atpight
the cries of & hyeus in pain, mingled with an occasivnal
short growl frorm s lion, This wenb on for abont Lwenty
wioutes, The uext morning we lfouod the carcase of &
byena bitten acroas the peck, and marked by the claws of
lioos. They bud avidnahlf caught it aod played with iv
some tima before killing it [ soppose this was done in
r:venge for the sonoyasuce they had sustained Irom the

Feons,

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.

Apply Sul"pdhol.lm ';:m Ivdrives away plnspll-‘,.bl]u;lnh;
wughooas, ness, isEguremanta nlpholine
n lovaly shin 1s botsles  Made in Lead {ADTT.}




