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of the bavs snd hane lghtly ia mid.sir,
hesd dowowards, with no suppart but hsr
toas. Then she awuang two aed iro, and
Istting ko from the bar, she sesmed Lo scar
hroug h Lha and clung to the fAying or
wing ing trapere. On this sha pave s
marrelious oxhibition of her feariesenere
and wonderful eki'l, in all of which her
wrlthing white mascles shone snd every
besuty of her form ssemed to dieplay to
neage.

he mudience watched her in breathlee
silence, and when st last she had finished,
thers arose an aproar the like of which was
never heard befare in Madison 8Square
Gardan.

The great volume of sound reomed not to
start from any one point, but burst spon-
tanecusly frum thousands of throals and
tilled the Garden with a romr of appleoze for
which many a euccoreful star wou'd give her
diamonda and the receipta of & year,

As Nita Harlotti stepped into the loop of
rope to be lowered to the ground, 1 was at
onca struck with the utter abrance of
pleasure in her beauliful face. The bands
of her attendants grasped Lhe rope and lot
hor down, & long elouk wat thr. wn wround
her, and elie was 'ed away.

‘llvere were two men in that sudience
who were avidently mucl intereste:d in the
queetn of the fying trajeze. I had sesn
Maubikeck, 1he Lion Tamer, eclad in
ordinary evening dress, looking like a
handsome, powerful man of the world,
standing near the ropes, walching tha
boautiful acrobat narrowly. Thers wasa
amile of encouragement on his face, and he
was ainong the tirat in the applavese, Then,
a2 Nira reached the ¢round, a tall, black-
bearded, meun-locking Italian forsed him-
soll through the group of attendants, nnd
takine the girl's hand in his, Jed her away
fcown our sight.

And [ noticed that, atthough hor conn-
tensnce waa dead to va—dead to the
tremendous applavse and greeting she had
wun [rom the people—when she passed
Maubikeck it wus to him thet hcr besutilul
headt was bowed, and one bright, Hesting
rmile showad iteelf on her lips, when her
oyes looked inta hin,

*Ry Jova!' excluimed Dilkine, *Xat &
amile, nota bow, not a return for oll the
applause. Sho must be made of rtone.”

*8he did smile,' said Major Simmons,
* but not &t the avdience. The lion tamer
got  the smile—Muligni tekes the pirl.
There’s & romance thero—love—bart bloed
—and all the other ingrediants of an Italian
tragedy.’ R

The next act fell fiat, and ms neither
Maubikeck nor Bavlotti wae billed to sppear
& srcond time, we roon lost intereat, and
balore the crowd bewean to get restlese, we
lefe the Garden and went home,

‘ Don't forget Gravircourt's ateg to-
marcow evening,' raid the major, aw 1 was
leaving him. ‘Yuu will be there, I
suppore.”

'Mang Graviscourt " I replied. * Yes,
1 will be there, if for no other rearon than
to show the feliow 1 am atill alive and in the
arena.’

‘fiood 1" eaid Lhe mejor.  * And good-
night,’

(To b conltinued.)

OR FIRE AT SEA.
Suven Women ROASTED ALIVE

AN HEROIQ STEWARDKSS,

Titk chaapest route from London to Edin-
borgh is by sea Irom Haermitage Wharf to
Leith or Granton. The steamers ara boats
af about 1,200 tans, very eimilar to those
employed in Lthe Auvclialian ¢oseting trade,
and areturn passage costa 26s only, whereas
third-clara rail comes 10 £3 2a 8d.
Nuturn'iy, during the tourist sesson of
Auprust and September, these vearels are
ceammaed, anit a theill of liorror ran through
the community wivan on Monday merning
it tranapired une of Lhem had been abluze
olf Clacton, and that & number of women
pnseengers had been roarted alive,

The vereel in question, the lons, lefs
Leirh un Saturday evening, all golog well
11l 24 houra later, ne she npproached the
wouth of the Thames. Iv wae then the
darkeat part of the night, nud the Captain's
Ivelings when lamen wery oll of & sudden
observed sliooting from the snidat of the
forecabin  pansenyars’ quarters, may bes
imagined. The alarn given, & wcens of
panic, much segravated by the smoke and
heat, supervencd. The men trapped ina
lacge cabin adjoining the confagration
broke opan anotlier door and escaped. The
women, unfortunstely, wore penced In &
cabin  which had bLut one avallsble
exit, and 1he parssge that larmed
part of it wes one of the ftirst thinge
10 atch tive Thoss who hud 1the
pracenss of mind to rush scrose promptl
in their nlghigowns were singed but saved.
The vemainder, caught like rate in s trap,
rgom to have bosn slowly roasted alive
[t muet in charicy be supposed everything
was dons that could be done, yae, with the
esxcoptlion of & singla woman (the
stawardees), the accounta vhow a sirikicg

absance of herocism, The erew pumped on
the burning eabin, byt when at length the
thie yiclded ta thair etiorte s few Incinerated
romains indicated the seven victims had
died hours before,

The horoic stewardess aforementioned,
Miss Ledanham, was one of the hrst to
arcape from the barning cabin. - No sooner
Lhad ehe reached the deck than the reeol-

loction of the trapped women, and especi- -

ally of & lictls child confided to her cate,
rushed irto her mind, and with a ery * it's
too harrible, § wust do something,” ehe
turned again into the burning fiery furnace.
‘That she reached the cabin and the child
wa know, ae her body was found on the
flour with her charge in her arma.

PeERsoNaL NARRATIVES.

A LAvy's STORY.

Huyeral intsrviews were obtained with
panzengers and others who ware on the
lona at the time of the catsairophbe,

Mre Henry Thompeon, of London, who
waa in the cabiu at the time the tire broke
out, esid :—We had had a most pleasant
voyage until the fire broke out, 1
wua in my berth gt the time, and
remember that thero wera about fitleen nr
sixicen other ladiea and children in the
compartment, I was aelcep, and. was
awnkenod by konocking ot the door end
hearing the eailors ranning about ehowting
that the vesrel was on fire, I jumped out,
and, wrapping myeelf in my cioak, ran up
the hatehiway on deck. | remember sesing a
perron inu berth, and ] woke her up as Iran
alang. 1| wae arsisted on deck by & eailor.
Before I camo up 1 maw paverat Indies at.
tompting to dresa themeelves, and I think
thie muet have been the cauwre of their
deathe, becaueo though I just managed to
scramble up on deck, 1 think ail the othera
had to make their uecape by way of the
eook’s pantry, which adjoined. I remember
quite well wgeing the etewardess ruah-
ing around the compartment waking
people  up, but | think rhe. also
stopped to drese hersell or to doeomething.
When I got on deck the captain nnd the
crew were doing all they could to put out
the fire and to rescue the perrona in the
burning compartiment. Couriderable ex-
gitemont prevailed for a long time, and
moet of the ladies were more or less
alarm. d when the lifebelts were handed
aroond, and other preparations made for
loaving Lthe ship, but throughout the cap-
tnin and his cfficera behaved in the most
ndmirable manner, doinu everything they
could to maintain goorl order and stay

the s'urm end excitement of the passen- .

gers, Four larfliss were in the cabin all
night with their thioge on, and they were
able to geb out quickly, but I think more
would have eecaped if they had not stoppad
to dreex" .

AnBoUT THE BRavE BTEWARDEsS.

The aasistant steward informed a reportor
that the scene was a wmost heartrending
ane, the acreams from the women's quarters
on tihe port side of the ship being agonising
in the extreme. The firet indication Lhab
the women vere it peril was given by Miea
Ledenham, the tore cabin stewardese, who
rushed on deck screaminy irantically, She
was in her night attire, which was ia
flarnes, and it was in the attempt to rescus
& child that the stesardess perished in the
finnes. She was scen to ruzh through the
flumee, and was not reen again alive, The
boats wers lowered by Guonner M'El-
venna and (he cook, whilst the craw
were . ondeavouring 1o “get lhe fire
under control. The duration of ihe fire
war quilo foor hours, but iv was not till the
fames hod been eubduedl that the fate of
the women was Lknown. The assistant
mtownrd explainad how it was the women
periched whilar  the wmale passengers
cacaped. The fire broke out in the lamp-
toom, and immediataly ipnited the men’s
quartors on the etarboard side. ‘T'he door
of the passage connecting the cabin with
the forccastle wae lorced open, and it was
by this means that the men gained the
deck. ‘Thers is mo passage from the
women's quarters to tho foracnstle, theonly
exit baing by the front door, ‘This pareage-
way, however, was roon enveloped in
tlawnos, so the women and children were un-
able to ascape,

The chiefl steward said therse was some
roubt as to the parsenger whore namo i
given ar Miss Moseman, a& on some lsbela
tha name had been spelt dilforently, The
identitication of tho dead wirl was uncer.
tain, [t had besn statod that sha was s
deughter of Mrs Raymond, but he knaw
Mrs Haymonil well and was certsin she
had no child with her when she came on
bourd, Her name he thought, wan not on
hie Jiat, and Mr Bird had ascertalnsd 1hay
she wea not hia daughter. Mirs Ledenham
the stewsrdeas, he sdded, bslonged Lo Foreas.
gete, London, Shehad baen on the lona for
name coneidersble time, and was wvery

pu'ar with the arow, whilet he had novor
molu a passenger ray & word against her,

OFFICKR AND PASAKNGER.

An oflicar of the ship, in the courss of
an bnterview, ntatad ; * [ was In the snyine-
troom when [ heard the captain's bell ring
“Full epesd astarn.” | ran on deck snd

called mp the chlef angineer. The Hrsh
thing I saw en getiing on deck was »
Hams coming frem ths gentlemen's eabin
torwerd. . We at coos got the hose under
way from the engine-rcom. The ladiss
eame running out of their cabins, and so
did the gentlemen. We played on tha
Indies’ saloon, the gontlomen’s saloon and
an the dining - room. I eax &
woman and chi'd in the ladies’ room —this
was an hour before the firs was put ant.
They weare lying with their faces down,
and abcut fifteen jeet inside. ‘Fhe Ilady
appesred to have knocked against the
bulkhead when rushing ouk. Betore this
we did not expect weshould ree any bodies,
axcepting that of the stewardeas and the
ehild she weat bark Lo look aiter, fur wa
thooght they might all have gotout. Thia
wus not en, however, We eanterad ths
raloon Ister yn, and, passiog by the Lodies
of this woman and child, over whom we
epread eoe canvas, came to other bodies,
The last we found was the siewardess, who
was ¢losping the hand of the dead ¢hild,

A passengor who was on board atatea that
when the flames wers seen isening from Lhe
ladies’ cabin the engines were stopped au
once, and in & few minuten water was baing
poured inte the cabin by means of two
hydranta. There wers about sevonteen
Iadiee in the cabin. which was on the part
side, the gentlemen being guartered on the
starboard side. It is rupposed, the pas-
sgnger says, that Lhe fira broke out in the
dining-roem. What little wind was blow-
ing waa on the starboard bow, thus driving
the flamea towarde the cabin in which the
unfertunate ladies met their death.

A GUNNER'E NARRATIVE.

{ianner McElvenna, * V' Battory of Lhe
Royal Horse Artillery, atationed at Wool-
wich, said;—*] was retursing from Fur-
loughb on the Iona, Wa left Laith at about
£8.30 onn Saturday night, and all went well
until about a.quarter past one o'clock thia
morning. We were then in ' Tha Swin,’ oIf
Clactos. Ve had all retived to reat av
aboot ten on Sunday night, Shertly after
ong o'clock I heard vhe chiel officer
call, **All hands on deck,” and loud
tramping of feet overhaad. I roused all
she others in the men's side of the fore-
eabin,  All the boeds were full, and
there wers o lot of passengera slesping on
the Hoor, When E got up I smelv emokae,
and on opening the cabin door & sheet ot
flame horat in. I immediately closed tha
door again, and tried to find some other
way out on to the deck. By this time il
the ofhere in the cabin were amake, and we
could hear screams coming from the
women's quarters, which were at the other
ride of Lhe diving-hail, which adjoined our
c¢abin, Thera was a small light in our
¢abin, and I groped my way aboont and
found a door lesding to the lorecastle.
This, with the cook, I forced, and. fol-
lowed by the other mwale pastengera
from the fore-cabin, made my way to
the - forecastle, - There was no aigo
of any Hame thers, and we mgon mnw
that the fire wes confined to the cabin,
We sl went aft, Some of ve had & few
thinga on, and eome were nearly folly
dressed. When we got to the bridge we
eaw rgveral of the women folk rushing
about, and the flames seemad 10 be coming
mainly fiom their cabin, -They ali trisd to
gzob ouk by Lhe tront door leading to the
deck, but 1| saw several of them driven
back, ‘TFhere wag no chance of entaring
the cabin, a8 it was bluzing furiously at
thie time. When we got ko the bridge §
aseisted the eook to get the boats ready
while the crew wore gotting the bre cut,
A lgngth of hose was rgon nt work, but it
was nearly four hours before the flames had
boen -ui’ﬁciem‘l‘? subduoed o allow of an ex-

°

wmination. had #gen one pas-
senget - tonning  About saying he had
lost his  wite, bus  had mo  idea

of the truth of it.  When the chief officer
went into the cabin he saw a eickening
sight, ‘There wore Lhe remaine of four or
five women strewn about the pluce. None
of us knew how meny lives had been lost
wnil we got to London. ‘The gentleman
who had- Jost his wifs wee in m terrible
state.  'We had all the boata and lilebelta
ready len minutes after we pot the alarm
i1 they had been needed, but Lthey were uot.
The lamp-room joined our cabin, and all on
board think that the fire originated there.
I can't ppeak too highly of the captain snd
the crow, though some ol the paesongers
wore in & great herry to get om the life-
beits.’

e ————

* What makes men of wmatare years wesr
w0 md an expreeslon ! ! Probably they
are 30 morlitiad to think thoy have Ffor.
gotten all theoy thought they knew wheu
they left rchool,’

*1 go farter than you do,” esid the rim Lo
the hub. * YVou wouldn't go at all it it wars
not for me, you vograteful thing,' ssid the
hub, *Listen to thoss fellowr,” whispered
aepcke 1o hie neighbour. *vhoy wouid be
for evar in & fight if we did not keep thom
pare,’

Turnet's picture, * Tha Trout Stream,’
was porchared, Beptembor 28vh, by
Mancherter (England) vollector for 4,800
Kuineas,

STEADY |

There in & Run on onr Blends,

While wo are glad to see it,

And bappy to keep pace with it,

We want to point ont

THERE I8 NO NEED FOR ALARM,

THE QUALITY

ALWAYS THE SAME.
And will be juet s pood next week ma this.

‘We hold an IMMENSE STOCE, and thera
is ENOUGH FOR EVERYBODY.

Please keep calm, WE WON'T FAIL
YOu,

Yours faithfolly,
EMPIRE TEA COVPANY.

W. & G. TURNBULL & CO.,:

Proprietors,

ERCHANIS IN HEW ZEALAKD
WRITING 7O CEYLON TO OBTAIN
SURATURA TEA.

FIYHE 1ollowing copy of a letter was
B wrilten by the exporters of Suratura Ten
tethe Welling on Agents:—
“ Colombo, 2nd Sept , 1893,
v« Dear Sirs,—There seems to be o
great deal of correspondence between
dealers in your Colony and merchants
here re Suratura Tens, and we have on
more thun one occasion heard them
ighiy spoken of in Colowmbe, e
wenbion this us we think it will be as
well for you tn self-protection to register
the smark (if you have not already done
“"#0) ar early as posnidle, s we owrselves
have known the labels of other iwell
known brands very closely, if not atmont,
ropied, and we feel sure were thiv to
happen to Suratura, and inserior teas
wld under g simiar, or perhaps the
srre mame, 16 would be very detri-
mental to all parties concerned, Of
course, we refuse Lo ship the teax
(Nuratura) to any frm but your yood
aelven, and shall alivays endeavour to
profect you al this end as for as is in
onr power.— Yours, etc., . ,
The cadeatronr madeto obtain thia wendurful
:‘::"‘I;_ proof of ilz public spproslation and

Tho duty on Surators is charged xt 4 per 16,
1be sid rate being od. s P



