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THE LICN-TAMER.

By Saward W, Hopkine.

Authar of *Jack RoaBiNs oF AMERICA,” “IN
THk CHINA 32A, 'TWO GENTLENEN OF
Hawair' ‘05 & Farag CHaRGE,’

Hre, Ere.

CHAPTER I,
*t Heowo, Dick, old Gloomy-fucel I'Ml bet
3 cigarette you havea't laughed since break -
fast.'

*What breaklast? I haven't eeen &
amils on his faze in & week.'

‘Ihe ecene was the Lotua Club, New York
City, and I, Richard Wilberton, just enter-
ing, was the ald (lloomy foce alluded to.
Tha lacetious person who eo alloded to my
impaarive face wan Dilkine, the dude, and
youthful membhor of our .coterie. The
gacond speaker was Major Simmone, who,
besides baing a ficat rate companion, a man
of middle age or more, waa Park Commis-
siguer of New York.

There wap, unknown to the mejor and
Dilkins, & good reason for the ab=ence of
smitos. I had received a blow that crushed
all my hope of happicess in this world,
and that is eatugh to drive smilea trom
any one's face.

1 was desperately in love with Edith
Broughton, and Edith was ia lave with me.
So far so good. But in an ovil hour & rival
came upon the sceme, and though he did
not ecceceed in winning Edith'a heart, he
Jid succead in so fur winning the father
and the mather of Edith as to prevail upon
thew Lo espouse his cauee: and in the
offort to compel Edith to accept him, they
had absotutely forbiddes me the entrance
to their house, and had eo resscicted sli the
movements of Edith that all intercourse
betwesn us was impossible.

The cause of this was plain encugh,

While I had a comfortable income, my
rival, Kalph Graviscourt, wae a millionaiie,
tived in magnificent style, drove epleadid
horees, mpent money lavishly, and, not-
withatanding his forty odd years, was the
wreatest catch of the seuson in New York.

I attered some commonplace in reply to
Ditkine, and taking the protlered cigar
from Major Simmons, sat down in the bey-
window with thewn.

We had mat there, saying little, for
perhape half sn hour, when an elegant
equipage rolled pust, drawa by w team of
praucing bays., Upon the box eat a couch-
man and s fooiman clad in the wall-known
livery of Ralph Gravi-court. Inaide, lolling
comlortably on the cushioue, wue Gravia-
court himeelf,

A keen pang of envy touched my heart
when [ saw my trival, and something of my
emotion showed in my face, for the major
looked up quickly, and & look of interest
came into hie cnuntenance.

« Is that the way the wind blows, my boy ¥
he asked, kindly.

I andded.

= ‘Fhat's my evil star,’ I replied, gloomily.

* Ha, ha V" roared Ditkins,  + Graviscourt’s
the luckiset man in New York. Luck never
fuils him. Years ago I balieve he was cailed
the ** luciy uncle.””

*Why I asked, with n morbid deeire to
learn eomething of the fellow wha had
wrecked my happiners,

* He way calied this lucky uncle,’ 2aid the
major, whoea yonrs gave him n cdeeper
knowledge of the past than Dilkinaor I
posseseed, * Ho had an elder byother,Charles
Uraviscourt, who wae a ewcceseful stock-
operator, and who amnesed a fortune of
over a million doltara, Charles had a wife
and one chitd, His wife died when the
child wae only six months old. Ono year
alterward Charles dird, leaving the child, »
girl, aole heicesa of his tortune, and Rulph
(iraviecourt, next of kin, his executor und
puardian of the child, Bix months after
Charles died, hir daughiter died, and Gravis-
court inherited the fortune, That is why
he waa called the lucky uncle.’

Wheon Lhe major had finished, I sat
raocdily engaged with my shoughte, which
wora unpleasaut encugh,

*Came,” suid the major, *this will naver
do. Cheer up, 1}ick, my boy, Graviecourt's
wood luck way fail some day. Edith
Broughton has not married hiin yot, and if
[ know the girl ahe never will.’ i

*If I know her father, she will," Lreplied,
surlily, ‘Lhe msjor end Dilking were rutfi-
ciently inttmate with me for ma to speak
vpenly of my affuire to them, now that my
ecrat had been divined,

*Puhaw.' eaid the majer. *Don’t yet
blue. Let's go to the circus to-night,
What do you ssy? -

* What circue?” | moked, but litkle Inter-
entad. .

The twajor tumbled in his pocket and st
lusk produced a folded programmse, which
he handod to me. Meckwnically [ unfolded
itand resd the Aamiog headlines of the an-

Maatodonio bMenagerie and Hippodrome !
Barnum nover eguailed that! This Maligni
thust o a master. Hew hers: * Signorina
Barlotti, daughter of the famous king of the
trapeze- Tha moi  wonderinl mid air
verformer 1the world har ever coon, )
romersaalts in thesir, Seems tn have over-
come the secret of gravitati e

* Promiser well,' vaid Dil glealully,

* He took that from an old bill of Bur-
oum's,’ said the msjor, *J remembe it
well, [ aleorem.mber Barlotti, Lhe king of
the trapeze. He was quite an sttraciion,
He died & few yomrs ago, the result of an
accident. My intareat in himn was what
awoke the derire to see hie duughter, 1
care nothing about the reat of the show,’

‘But here iy snothor attraction,’ eaid
Pilkine, who had taken tha progratnme
from me and wa@ reading. *** Maobikeck,
the Lion-Tamer.”” Got soms toothlees old
lion, I suppoes, and prods it with an iron to
make it growl,’

After a littls more chafl about the pro.
gramme, we botl accepted the major's in.
vitation, and a few hours later, haviog eaten
& comfortable dinner at Delmonico’s and
smioked our cigars, we found ourealves at
Madizon Square Gurden, elbowing our way,
with the reet of the throng attructed by the
flaming announcsment, in through the en-
trance and into comfertable seats provided
by the major.

As one circus is Jike snother, su the
gaodily-aniformed band waalike every otber
circus band, and blared out circus music
until the chreng was seated,

Then came the clown, and after him a
herd of trained elephunta, W¢ watched
attentively, and were rathor sorry when the
great, elumey, eapacions bro‘ea moved oub
of the ring,  ~ -

+'St ¢ Here'sa sight,” eaid Dllkins, dig-
ging me in the ribs.

It war a sight, indeesd. .

The next occupant of the ring was Woubi-
keck, the Lion- Tamer."

From under the curtains that ehrouded
the entrance to the ring from the dreasing
and prepariog-reom, there rolled a wildesl
chariot, drawn by four lione, in rattling
harness of ahining chains, guided by
ieathern reine held by a man io the cbariot,
clad only in tights, aes if for an acrobatic
perfarannce.” KHound and round the ring
they rushed, the savage mppearance and

‘seeming {reedom of the brutes bringing a

startled exciamation te many a feminipe
tongue. Having made the rounde several
times, Maobikeck hauwlted his remarkable
team, and stood with folded arma, while two
attendants tran out and unlashed tke lione
fromn their chaine.

Maobikeck himeelf wae an attraction
without his lions.

He was not particularly tall--not more so
than mynself, but of such massive muscular-
ity that [ guzed at him with undisguised
admiration. I had, in wy college days,
been scinething of an athlete mysell, and 1
hoidl an honest admiration for the skrength
and iron-like limbs of the wen before ua,
He wae, as 1 22id, clad only in tights, and
through them the awelling musclas of his
thighe eeemed mbout to barat, About hia
waist he wore a bejewelled girdle, the
bangles on which seemed to be gold and
gilver coin. .

Frowm hia waist up he wore nothing. His
skin was white, and through it his iron
muecles rolled and swelled like those of

aome gisnt of the paat, whose deeds, an

written, now esem groundlesa legends, in
which there can bs no probability of Liuth.

Upon a neck of niaseive beanty wae poised
& head over which sculptor anight rave. &
waa like the head of » Greek god, so .per-
foct wae it in its outlipes, tsa mutchless
poiee, ita perfect skin and ue weslth of
glosay black hgir, .

‘A Roman gladiator I' exclaimed Major
Simmons, in & burat of enthusissm. ¢ Did
you ovor seq sach magoiticent strength i
man T

‘He ia a wonderlully Bng man, physically,”

I replied, *A c¢ombinetion of iron and
'llllr.blﬁ. A greater aight than his lions, by
far.

I¥itkina  waes atadying she lion-tamer

through a glass, and was apperently so
overcowa with awe that he said nothing —
and it was an wnu-oal thing for Dilkios to
be no affucted ar to say nothing,

The licna wera not the Iull-maned majostic
African kings we s8e in meonageries and in
illustrations. They were a smaller variety,
with a mottled brown coat, but with lega
and nock that berpoke tremendous power,
and syes that Hashed omincusly and voicea
that were from rime to time lilted in angry
growls.

When the kespers had freed tha lione
from their chislne, an aot that ssemed to il
the audienca with fear, Maubikeck stoopad
from his chariot snd went smong thewn.
Thoy crouched es ha spproached, and
cringed at ivis touch. [tseemed to me as if
they recogmised snd acknowledged the
power of the man over them.

At his command they rearsd themselves
upon their hind legs and Jolded their fore-
lege, much as & person would fold his arma,

Then Maubibeck passed nlong the line
aad shook bhands with sach of them, and
spoke to Lhem iB & langusge which they
only undgratood. From that tims on thors
wat 8o growliog, B0 tiercensen, Lut & tams
submiseirensss that allayed atl fear among
the titnid onhes who wers looking on. |

Roleasad frowm their erest poesitions by
Maubikeek's command, the lions romped
snd played like so maoy kittene. Then,
with Muubikeck in the cenire, they played

; * Puss in the Corner and * Hide and Neak,’

which brought furch round alter round of
appisv-¢ from the sudience.

In *Puse in the Corner,’ euch ot the lions
jonad ot one of the four corners of
, and they romped from ono corner
to ano her, tumbled over one another,
and seemed o0 fesl wnd display
an exbilaration in the mpart, and & kewn
snjoyment of their success in defasting
Maubikeck, who atrove by means of
strength and rpeed to di-place one of them
d occapy it corner. And when at laat
was done, the lion so diepiuced huog
head with shame, antil, encouraged by
Maubikeck, ho tumbled and plungod in
sinong the others ustil, when Maubikeck
esgemed 10 be off his guard, the beast re-
gainad his post and expressed his joy in
truly leonine lashion.

And in playing * Hide and Seek ’ they
hid themselves behind the charior, and
Maubikeck hunted for them aod found
them, ‘''hem Maubikeck bhid, and Lhey
found him. Like ao many avergrown and

. playful kitténa they romped and played,

and we locked on and enjoyad the acene
with the same zest as if we wery boys again,

Then, as if to add to the exhibition n
dieplay of bhis own strength, Maubikeck

_wrestled with them, tirst covering himeelf
- with n leathern jacket te avaid their claws,

and threw th'm, lifted them, and hurled
them from him, and they roared, leaped
apon him, end essmed to enter into
tha eoirit of the thing with plensurs.

Then they were again harneszed to the
chariot, Maubikeck, bowing and smiling
in response to the continued epplause,
stepped in and drove twice ronnd the ring,
and out of sight through ths entrance.

The wajor, Dilkine and I were now
thoroughly snjoying ourseives, and I leansd
back in my seat with-a sense of pleacure
euch aa I had not known in ecma time
bafore, :

Following Manbikeck came some acrobats
and dancers, and while they pleased us,
they Failed to charm or to win from the

‘audience the tremendous applause that had

rewarded Maubikeck.

Daring the tima they wera out, some of
the employeen of the circua began working’
on a traps za Lhat hung high up abova our
headr, Ropes wera pulled, bars were
raieod in position, and when the suataining
and guy ropes were made fast, thers were
iwo lixed horizontsl bars, with a flying
trapeza between them. - : .

Suddenly a hueh came over the audience
an a zirl appesred and walked to o spot
directly ander the trapeze,

The band then atruck op a lively air, and
wwo attendante stopped forward, und p'ac-
irg the girl’s fest in o loop at the end of
the rope that dangled from the pully above,
they raiged her slowly, snd we bad the
plonsure of gazing wpon the mort beantilul
creature that any of us, or anybody alse,
jor that inatter, ever saw,

The programme announced st this point
the appearance of Nita Barloiti; and thoes
of the audience whe, like the masjor, re-
membersd her father, had weited impa-
tiently for her appearance. And now tiist
ehe had sppeured, the entire sudionce was
uvarcome by her trangcendent beauty, aund
wazed, apellboundd, as she clung to the locp
of rope and bowed to us from her lofry
perch, ;

Nita Barl.eti was, wilhout doubt, the
mont besutiful girl who had ever appesred
before a New York public. Her testures
ware matchless, She had u wealth of dark-
brown hair, which wae tightly drawn into
a knot #s0 that it would not interfere with
har in her performances on the bar. Her

-fuge wae porfect iu ita contour and every

feoturs wae & poem. And yet it seemed to
me that she loocked sad—woefully ead—-not
like ona who waa snjoying the triumph of

. a tupcessful eppearance, but like one who

wae sehamud, or who loathed the part she
playad, or to whom some grest surrow or
biiterness had come that had driven ali the
br ghtness from her life,

* By Heaven!' exclaimed Msjor Si
*She is & goddess. Wilberton, did you
avar eos #o perfect a form? Not a line out
of proporulon. Every curve of her Gigure is
& posm.  And ruch o lace.'

Hignorlna Barlotil's fizure fully merited
the suthunriaetic proise bestowei upon it by
the major. It waws full without beiog
voluprunus, and the hard iraining throngh
which rhe must necéasarily have gone Lo
perfect ber in her art had rounded out her
muscles, made her joints agpple, snd added
w grace that le eald found in a

* Lot ma take your plare, Dilkine,’ said
tho' l'n-jnr. * You reslly ream beside yours
[LUN

*Hat exclaimed Dilkine, '] have had
thie glasa all to myee!l until now, Butl

-supuoss | muy say good-by Lo it whils Nita
Barlotti s in eight."

The major took the rlass snd through it

carefully scannad the fave of ths trapers

s is no Lialinn,' he eaid, handing the
glaan to me. .

*You aro 1luht,’ I replied, taking a zood
look and handing the glars back to Dilkioa
*No Etalian ever had that soft brown h
nor 1those clear brown ayee. LHer face is
distirotly of the Anglo Saxvn type, [
think. But thess show people sre strapge
creatores. V¥ ho knows who BarloLii's wife
might have been. The girl may reremble
her mother.”

*1f she aoss, than Barlokti had the moet
beautiful wife in the world,' said Dilkine,
'and the man that marriea the Queen of the
Flying 'rapsze will have the match Lo har.
Begad! I vever eaw Aer equnl in New York,
aid I have seen them al’,’

The wajor. reamed to be lost in thovght,
Hia hosd waas bowed, and hiz brow Turrowed,
as if deeply srudyiog somio hali-forgotten
Temembrance.

* 1 have soen Lhat faca befors—or ons like
it.” ba said, )it ing hia eyes again to look at-
the beauty nbove us, .

* Not unlikely, il you saw Larlarti Ire-
quently, vou must have eeen his wife,’ |
replied. ' And probably there f» & rescem.
blance.’

The rapere queen drew hereelf onto one
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Mr. 'W. Jeunines, Adelaide, 8. A., formerly
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H¥or the pust 3 or 4 years. I have been R
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