
THE AUCKLAND YACHTING SEASON.

LAST week we published pictures of some of the

‘ small fry ’ among our Auckland yachts. In this

issue we produce a fine photogravure of a scene

that has often been witnessed by Aucklanders—we mean

the opening of the yachting season. Although the formal

ceremony was dispensed with this year, to the regret of

a good many people, it is to be hoped that there is no

intention to establish a precedent. It wouldbe a pity to

discontinue a custom that serves in no small degree to

foster anesprit de corps among yachtsmen. This year the

public must rest content with the picture we present of

what might have been had the practice not been per-
mitted to lapse for once.
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PARADISE AT THE NORTH POLE.

In an interesting and highly instructive article Edward

S. Martin, in the Ladies' Home Journal reviews the

numerous theories advanced by scientists in the en-

deavour to solve the perplexing problem as to the exact

location of the site of the Garden of Eden. After sifting
the theories the writer concludes that the question is no

nearer answered than it was 2,000 years ago, and tha there

are no present indications that the matter will ever be de-

finitely settled by any man. To one of the latest and

most ingenious theories Mr Martin thus refers : The
North Pole will seem at first thought to the average in-

vestigator the most unlikely site on earth for Paradise to

have occupied. Nevertheless several sober andthought-
ful books and pamphlets have been written in support

of the North Pole’s pretensions. The North Pole now-

adays is bitterly cold, but it has not always been
so. Geologists tell us that the earth was exces-

sively hot when it first began its course—much too hot
to admit of the presence of any living creatures, ex-

cept, perhaps, a salamander. As it grew cooler vegeta-
tion appeared, and then it began to be peopled, first
with fishes, and then with birds and beasts ; finally with

man. The first spot on earth to get cool enough was

the North Pole. In the process of time it got too cold,
but there must have been a long period when the polar
region was the most comfortable part of the world.
During this period, many eminent geologists believe,
there existed around the North Pole a continent now

submerged, and that on that continent our progenitors
were comfortable in their first home. It is known with
entire certainty that the polar region was once warm

enough for tropical vegetation to grow there.
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