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CNILDREN'S CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN.

Any boy or girl who likes to decomas a courin can do »o,
and writs letlery to *CovslR KATR, cars ¢f ks
Editor, Guarnic Ofios, Auckland.’

Writs on ons vide of the paper only.
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DEAk CoUSIN KATE.—I sm writing to you onoe mora.
The last woek of our holidays [ wend to the bresking up of
the children's dancing aisss.  Ib was & plain and fancy
drees ball, and all the little girls mod boys were very ox-
cited. It began at half-paat seven, because the littla
children had 30 go homs st hall paat ten, and ths othare
atayed om till 12 o'elock Most of them weny in faney
dreeses, and the litkle ones looked very bright apd cheerful.
One littla girl, who was sbont five yours old, went asa
fairy, and wes really the belle ol she svening. All the
Hitls boys danoad with her, which was more than they did
with the others. Boma of the dreesea were : Greclun slave
girl, mAny were fairles, Bbepherdessen, Emrly Morning,
Night, Dresden Chins, Fish-girl, Baby, Clown, Tennls,
blﬁon. Cricket, Nigger, New Woman, and Glm. The
New Woman was v x00d, 80 slso waa the (Babal) baby.
Charley's Aast hit she bsh*b:ilh her umbrella, sod of
conrse made the baby ery. New Woman took it up
in her arms and hugged and comforted tha poor little thiog.
L went ma & Scotch girl, and enjoyed myself very mach.
Wo bad supper abont ten o'clock, and then the littla ones
went home. . We did bob get & boliday on D i
day, which I shink was a ﬁrub sbame. Wa had to bein
school when the other people were out en]u{lng the &mcu
sion and sportsa. There was 8 concert held in the Central
Hall at schoolon Friday sud Saturday, but I think Cousin
Laurs is telling you about iv, 80 I will nob tell yon. Thba
Prince of Wales' Birthday comea on & Ssturday so we are
goipg to have a holidsy on Monday, I will you aboat
ib when it comes, I think I sm golog for a picnic to the
Uppor Hott. With love from Covsiy Jzssik.  Welllog-
ton.

{I n glad to hear from you again. Bome of yon seem
plessad yon did not get the holiday, others sorry. I do not
shitk we shall keap Monday here for the Prince of Wales'
Birthday; bub ms Aucklanders are vary ford of holidays,
we wmay do 0. Tha faney drees ball must Indeed have
beent n&e. 1 am glad yon enjoysd yourself. I think s
masked ball great fun. I know of ous latsly whera &

mtleman duneed with his owo sister apnd did not know

ar. Hoe sald s lot of pretty things to her, and looked vary
foolish when she at length nnmasked | Does b not gener-
ally rain on the ninth? How sboob the *cot.’—CoUSIN
Kare] '

DEAR CovusiN KaTe.—Youn know- thab I
finish my story aboat the Maoris, but 1 have se forgotten
it thad 1 s g to_begin & new chapter altogatber. My
brothers, Dick apd Tom, had promised ko take my sister
and m and Florence for & row in their boat, Well,
sbout five o’cloak on Sabturday evening Dick and Tom went
down to lsunch their pair-oar racing gig, while Fiorence
and I ran on befors them. We bad no hate on, as we did
not think it would be pocessary for us to have them for
mek & short di an we sopposed we were going.
When wa got down $o the point we gob Into the boat and
were having quite & nice row round the ereek, when my
aister expressed a wish to go ont forther. We were lying
Iazlly in the bottom of the boat half meleep, and every now
and then I was brought 8o my senses by one of my brothers
calling ont, * You sre steerlng us right into the rocls,’ or
just the reverse, We the Maori Settlement and
right on to Kohimeramars, where we landed on the heach,
I muat here teil you thab cur brothers had very 2 aly
lont na their coats, as wa were now quite cold with aitring
still a0 long. Hoou we wanted to go home, that {a, Florence
sod I, for [ sdmit that we were now very lleeEy.
Of conrse you know, Cousin Kate, thab salt water makes

on foel nieepy, so thet yon must not think me lbnhr.
%Vhen wa got oab well inta the middle of the sea wa conld
see all round Lake Takapuns and the North Shore, ete. 1t
was highly diverting to watch the lisbls fish at their play.
Once, whils in an ecatasy of delight, s little fish, guite no-
mindful of what it wes dolog, jumped right into the boat,
where it lay ﬂnlpply ite fine in ® very frightened manner.
But as soon aa I had souarage I pieked the poor little thing
up saud put i1 inte the water, where it rejoined its com.

i An i . which we thooght to be
coming down our way, bo our great disappeintment fnrned
down by the Great Barrier ru‘. and we saw no moze of ib.
The steamer was a0 brillisntly lighted that what with that
and the phosphorsscent lighta it was & sight worth behold-
iog. \V‘a’ reached our landlng-polot, mnd afver diligently
attending to the wants of the pair oar, wo clambersd up the
steap clif and were soon racing down the road at aboud
11 30 at night. Keaching home, we had some refreebhiments,
and after quenching our thirst, we tumbled iato bed to have
cor well-marued sleep. 1 was soon Ln the midsb of & besnti-
ful dream abont the Jittle ish. With love to all the other
cnosins, I remain, yoar loving COUSIN KATHERINE-

[Tell your slater *yes,' aud Y possible I will reprodnce
shem in'the paper. I did oot notiee what you meation, snd
shink your story very nice and neat, and extremely lnter-
esting. What fon you most have had, but did you mot
oatch oolds withoub your haos mo late ab night?! 1b wes
thoughtfal of yoar brothers to Rive you ihalr coste 1 like
to bear of anch nios Htble fraternal mote. I wonder you did
not dream that the fshes came and hald a war-dance over
your alesping body! 1 hops you oma all swim, can you?
Have you thought about the ‘ oot ¥'—~COUBIN KATE.]

romised to

DeaB Cousix KaTe.—I have waited for my badgs to
to eoms befors T wrote to you sgain, 0 as %o be able to tell
yon 1 bad received i, bat is has not come. It is some tima
slnoe you wrote o aay you had sent in. I wonder what has
bappensd to 187 It has beeo web to-day, but we have beea
h.“r:: lovely weather for the lsat faw days. I hope you
hare undvex my story safely, My farns are stil] growing
picely. We bavre & splendid castus plant in our eonserva-

" think Bloobsard would do Erlndlf. I
]

sory ; ib has grown very large, snd in the eason in always
coversd with Howera I do not know ite nama, bab it is
v:?' pretay, being rod so she end and middle t of the
leal, and pink ia the eeuire. As I have nothing more to
write aboat, I rensin your loving consin Bonye.

1 am sorvy did zot ressdve your badge T have thoked
h(ol in my wv having been nent some weaks ago.
However, 1 have pos you another. Please tell me as
so0n ma you ge it. Wil you belp with she *Cot Faud '
A ahilling & year Is mod & vory large suiz to sak, nnd yon
may know five people who would give it Yonr eactos must
Indeed be protty. The weather mag have boen lovely when
you wrote to me, hat as [ sit writiog %o you, ] ean only say
thav if the rain goes on like this I musy boild me an ark,
But perhaps when you read this is tay sgeia be fine and
snony.—COUBIN KATR .

Deir CovatN KATE.—I think it ia & capltal and very
good idea about the eob, and I wilt ba very glad to do any-
thing ] can to help with it. I do not like taking round
lista, but I will do anything elst I esn. Oade we gob np s |
bazsar for & poor widow and got £1 clear. If I did w0
agaio it would pay for fonr years. I am in the Filth Stan-
derd and find it rather ditticalt. I like both football and
ericket, bot mors espacinlly football. When aball we know
the resaly of the story competition? I bope the weather
will be fice for the Agricoltaral show op Batarday, Imast
atop now, with love 8o you snd the sonsins. —From
CousiN Bos. Awckland,

[l do mot mind how yon ges the 5v, o long as it'a not
stoles or borrowed | Perbaps wome of the cousine can earn
it. Bot 1 wane it soon, or st all aventa encugh for the first
expepaes and the it quarter. Until I get that promised I
will nob atart is, [ wonld much prefer to have £20 in the
Baunk before buylng m 'cot.' I hope I shall have that.
Chank yon for promising to help. ovely weather indead
for the abow !  Did you go in u boat ?—Cousin Katk ]

Dear Covsin Kate —1 have never written to you be-
fors, May I joln yoor list of gonsins® I have no pets, as 1
live in town. I go to school, mnd learn arithmetie, geo-
graphy, and & great many other things, and I leatn the
pisno, Do you like mosic? I go op ta the Albert Park
avery afternoon after sshool. 'We do not get the GRAPHIC,
bot I can see it at & friend's. What a large place the
Herald offics is | —ManEL McCULLOUGH.

F.B,—1 am enclosing six penny stamps for a badge end
my mddress, :

{l s glad to sdd you to my list of consine, and havae
sent yon & badgs, Do you think you ¢onld promise to
collect 53  year for the ‘cot fund ¥ Will you try* Tha
Albert Park is u charming place to walk or lonoge in, i it
nob? What flowers do you like beat 1o see init? I am
very fond of pood mnaic. I heard three charmiog violin
solos lataly by Miss Celia Dampier, of the North Shore.
Have you heard her? She is quite a child, and plays so
clevarly. I hope you will often write to CoUSIN KATK. |

DEAR CousiN KATE.—~Thank yon ao much for yonr re-
freshing answer to my last letter. Yon have made me fesl
guite happy for some time to come. I shall have much

leasgre in doing all I ean to promote the snccesa of the

t Fgnd, Yoo ask bhow many boys thers are, Well, I
have five brothers and ons like unto a brother. We always
count bim ns one of ‘car boys,' This luat-mentioned
brother bas given his sobscription towards the eot, I
woadet if yon wounld call them *boys *; foor of them mre
almont six-tooters. Now for the long mentioned * Shadow
Piay.' Last yoar I had s book lent to me which contained
the well-known story of Cinderella arranged as a shadow
play, with fall directions sa to costoames, scenes, actlons,
atc. Mother having granted us permission to ase our hall,
my frlends and I declged to try our powers in this direction.

@ met soveral times for rehesrasl, buy somekow we did
noy attend to bosiness very strictly, #0 ae nasnal thers was s
terrible rosh at the last. r&hen theeventfnl evening arrived
wa started operations by stretching & wet shest tightly ncroes
the hatl, fastening ab the top, and nailing 1t down st in-
tervals to the ficor. We man the gae so that the
audience sat in semni-darkoess, while what we grandly called
the atage was hrighhl{ lighted. We had to be so carefal to
ntand with oor profile only towards the audienoce, also to
keep as near to the sheet as posiible, without hing it
Ab len all wes satisfactorily fixed, and the play com.
men There were six characters and lour scta in it. Of
conrse the oostumes did not make mock differenes, colour
belng immsterial, bat lace wa found Elr%ieularly effective.
I represented Cinderells, but as my hair is noted for its na-
Fninly length, 1 was oblifed to plsit some dried flax and
maben it on. My feet also are oot ab all fairy like, and I
think s pair of ferry boats would have been wore saitable
than = of fairy boots, bat we magaged successtully.
The andience, [ am sorey to say, was & considerably uolay
one, o }yil we delayed loog batwean the scane=, but on
the whole I fancy they ebnjoyed themselves. Ba that
a8 it may, the folk behlm{] the cortain bad a “aplen-
did time." Thres people from the sudience jnaisted
apon ¢oming behind the scenes to act as stage manage
but, sad to rolate, thay amt on the atairoase mn
laaghed ay oar ‘get ups,’ as they rodely tarmed
our styiish eostumes. Thaos yon see that Cinderells
aud her Emﬂd slsters bad to rmah apomt apd at-
tand to the varioos thiogs themselves Wall, Coosin
Kate, I most own I felt much relisved when the play ended
and the poor actresses wers sntertainad ab & select supper
in the kitchen!1! No doubbt yon mlso will feal relieved
when this rambling letter coneludes. Fleare bear in mind
I have endeavoured to be as expliclt me possible withoat
enbering into minate details. Whethar I bave susceaded or
not I leave you to judge. I fear my letter s mush too long,
0 I now bid sdien.—From yours affectionately, CousiN
THELMA.

[Your shadow play most hare besn excellent fon, and I
am snre some of the sousins will lie to it too. Iabonld
got time betors
Christmps [ think I will sketch ond for ths Christmea
pombar, I shoanld think * Domb Crambo® wonld be ex.
osllent donme that way, or any dumb charade. Teall the
brother who in nod s brother, hfn prompt cash payment s a
first-rate axample. Thank yon for yoor promise. [ cannot
do enything till I gets fmd many mere. Carefolly keep
that shilliag avd refund it Il our secheme comea to nooghe.
I sxpect in reslity you wear No. 2 shoea. —CoUsIN KATE ]

PUZILE COLUMN.

UUVRIED DOYS' NAMKS,

1, Where is the jam, Esthert 2 Ib ia Robers I envy
most, 3. Fred gardens very well, much betier thea Ide.
4. Nero, Beortha, and Hoes are golag for & ride fo-day. 5
He has Do elegant wayw. —CorvaiN GiI8Y,

PUZZLES.

(1) When is & boat like m heap of saow? (4} What 'bus
holds the greases number of paopla 7 (3) Why s bhe letter
*B' like fire'—CoUBIR FEROUS.

ANSWERS TQ PUZZILER. ’
Anpswer o Conein Eshel's Riddle : Short.
Answor to Consin Lilla's Traneposition Porzle :
ETHEL
YV ET

Evangeline. Longfeliow,

Asawers to Consin Amy’s Biddlea: (1) Yea, when he haa
got & big hole in it (2] Absence of body. (3) A drom.
(4} Ooe misses the train, and the other trains the misses.

Anawars to Cousin Aliee’s riddlaa: (1} A step-father
(step farther). (2} Bobby Burna and Hobert Browning.
{3) When they make twenty-two.

Answers to Consln (iypay's Barled Flowers: (1) Red.
(3) Green, (3) Yellow. (3) White. (5) Brown.

CREAT PRESENGCE OF MIND.

ONE of the "aights ' of Philadelphia, ffty years ago, was a
magnificent Chiness Muosenm, whose traasures, collected by
Mr ho, s munificent merchant, were displayed in a build-
ing erected on the eite on which now wtands the Continental
Hotel. Over the Inusenm wae & long, narrow owpper room,
abont thirty five feat bigh, It was & poblic hall, used for
lectures and concerts, and with it was associated & most re-
markable instance of presanos of wiod. A correspoadent of
the Leadon Spectator tells the thrilling atory :

In ttn central part of this immense soditorium were col-
lected one avening about thres thousand peracns. At about
ninea ¢'clock, the manager of the building cames to the leader
of the u% white with affright, and told him that the
HBoor had sunk nesrly s foot, and that in & few minntea
mors the tenons of the joists might be ont of their scckets.

The floor would then fall tEruugh on to tha Chinese
Muoseum, and the walls, sixty feet in height, wonld collapse
and be procipitatad, with the roof, upon the assembly.

The leader explained to the person whom the andience
exppoted next to hear, that by addressing the assembly
from the end of the hall, he conld withdeaw the company
from the sunken part of the floor to thab whars the tront
vu.!llal strengthened the joists to bear the weight of the

popla.
P o reply to this was that his own family was in the
audience, and that he most get them ont firat. * You shall
not,' said the leader ; *a bhint df daoger, & rush, and we
shall all be under the falien walls and roof. Five minutes’
delay may kill os altogether.’

As a boy in the sudience I well remember my surprisa at
soeing the leader snddenly appear st the far front of the
room, and tell the people that they would next be addressed
from where he s —the organ-loft. Ae the aodience
torned and moved to the front the flooring rose six inches.

The people were eotercasined, partly by an impromptu
sentimental aong in a volce without a quaver, in the very
face of deoath, and a8 soon s practicable they were quietly
disminsed,

Nobt u single individual in that great assembly was aware
that, by the presence of mind of ons man, an swfal catas-

_tzophe bad been averted. The imagination mickens mt the

thooght of what would have been the consequence of a panic
and sudden alarm by the fallure of the courage of that man.

1 sm confident that, exceptiog the apeaker referred to
and the manager of tbe buoildiog, oo one ootside the im-
mediate family of the mab whose ¢onrage prevented this
oatastrophe has knowsn the whole story till now.

The terror of those minutes before the crowd was moved
and the floor rose toward ita lovel, was such, that he never,
aven in bis own fawily, alluded to the scens, thoogh be
lived for forty yesrs afterward.

HIS LAST NAME.

*WHAT in your lasb neme? inqulred a beacher of » new

echolar. * Paber, ma'am,’ replied the rmall boy.
‘Poter I' echosd the teacher. *Whav is your other
oame ¥

! Fairbanks,’ responded the boy. i

*Then Fairbaoks is your lest tame of eounrss,’ usid the
teacher, eyeing the round-eyed, vacant-faced Peter with
ooaesiderable soverity.,

* No'm,’ replied the child, -eapectfally. My name was
Falrbaoks when [ was born, but mother says they dido’t
pame ma ' Peter ' for 'most six monthe’

HELPING PAPA.

IT soems arnel to laugh ab ohildish obedlance, but some-
times the termptation ia almos irreslatible. What oles sball
wo do io & case Ike the following *

A ministar's wife was starting cub for & walk, and invited
her little danghter to go with her.

*No, mamma, | can’s,’ was the very poaltive reply.

¢ }thy not ?llml

‘I have o pa. "

! Help glpl ! pll:l‘whnl way?

* Why, he told me %o aib bare in tlis corner and kesp guier
while he wrote his sermon, and 1 don's belleve he Ta balf
done yei.'




