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CHAFTER XVI,

OUTWITTRI,

ON the avening of the day on which Son-
nonberg had unmasked himeelf to Koland.
Dora was in & atats ot great sxcitemant,

She had recsived an anonymous letter,
which informed her that a certain person
was ready to furnish her with irrefutab’e
proofs of Loreberg's innorence, provided
aba was williby te pay for them,

She was forther advised to consualt sk once
with her Iswyer or her frienda concerning
the latter, and to pend her mnawar by mail
thot mame ovening.

The address was given in Enitipls, Tha
peragn ln gueation would eall at the post-
office tho nextv morning tar tho answar, and
then fmmediataly ylve further informatian,
in case the sum of monay offered in return
waa satisfactory.

QI courae, Dora renclvsd at once to show
thia letter ta Doctor Kerner and the calonal;
Fannia and Herr Martin could also join in
the consultation and, at my rate, a very
liberul offer muat be made to the anonymons
writer.

She did not mention the maubter to her
eompacion ¢ she had lost all confidence in
her.
The breach botwaen the twa had, indeed,
been partiaily healed by a :_-nlm. rnrlonu
axpl.nnnun. owing, cluaﬂy. to Erneatine's
falling in with Dora'sopinionof Sonnenberg;
but the spparation wae etill to take place.

The compsaninon was welcome to remain
until she had found another aituation, but
vhe had to promies in return te hnld no
communieation with Sanosnberg sither
personally ar by lstter.

Eruestina, too, ssemed to try to avaid
anvthing which might displeass her mis-
tress, and thus she asked no queatione as
to l)nrn s plans when the latter orderad the
servant tu ga for » cab,

* Katherina will have to go out,” sha said
ma Dora was patting on har bonnet belora
the glase, *I should be glad if you woeald

tell her ro, she seeme da'.erminsd not to -

obey my orders any more.’

* V% here has sha to go ¥ .

*1 have written down all the erranda s
that nothing nend bo forzotten,” replled
Ercnestine, handioz her a paper,

+(h, yes, that is all right,” said Dora,
looking over the liet hastily, *I shauld
have forgotten all about those thinga if you
had net reminded me of thew,’

*That in very natural, in view uf all that
yon have on your mind jost now.

* Here, Katherine,' aaid Frau Winkler,
as tha old servant satered the raom, * you
will hgve to do thess erranda this cvnning.
Look ovar the liet carefully so aa not to
forget anything."

t Thie evening ¥ asid Katherina, eulkily,
while sha fixed a searching look on Ernea-
tine, who waa busy with her work.
* Thera's s good deal to do and a long way
to go, madam.’

“You can take the omnibua whaere itis
too far to w‘.lk and I shall not raturn very
early_ sither.'

With this Dora bads har companion good-
bya and lafc ths room, sccompanied by
Katherine.

Erneatine Jaid down her wark and sent
n look full of hutred and spite after her
mintress.

-She rosa noftly and then ceapt on tiptoe
ta the door, whera ahae stood listening.

8ha henrd the carriage roll away.

Katherine returnad to tha kitchen, and
ehowed har ill-humour by the noiry way in
which she hustled aboat there.

Thus mome time passed. Then the
servant cawe out of the kitchen and slong
the hall, The door of the apartment wae
opened and clared sgain with & vahamence
which mnde ita glass doors rattle.

Ernestina waited n fow minutes. All was
quiet ontside. Bha opened the dcor and
went out into tha hall.

A light waa burning only in the latter.
The ki'ohen was dark. Nuither the house-
key nor that of the apartmant was hangine
in ita accustomed place. Thin was the
wurest sign that Katherine hud left the
hours,

Erngstine bolted the apartment-door and
returned to the drawing-room Urawing a
desp bromth, the est the Inmp on & amall
table near the window.

Sonnenberg had evidently been waiting
for this signal outside, for only = few
tninates passsd before the bell rany softly.

*All gone?’ he nsked, in & low tono, ss he
antered the drawing room.

' Waonld I have given you the signsl il i
ware otherwise? We naed not [oar belng
dlatorbed for » couple of hours.*

‘Lot us go into this room,’ suid SBennen-
berg, throwing back the portiere which lad
to Uora's dondoir,

Ernestine took tha lamp from the table
and followad him silantly.

*1 rupposs you wrote the letter that Dare
rocaived to-night,' ahe enid, after they had
seated themsolves.

'Yea, and I ree it how Fulfilled ita por-
pose.  Dora wiil now coneult with her
lriends as to how it is to be answered.'

* Da vou expect an anawer '

*Of courrn ; but whatever it may be, it
has no wvalue for me. Whera is the
rarvant?

* Dora aent her out on & round of srrande.’

*Cun she not retora me aho did the other
day, and make her appesrance bere sud-
douly ¥

*I have bolted the hsll door, which [
had, anfortunately, forgotten to do on that
occasion,’ replied Eraeatine, so confidently,
that Sonnenberg evilently falt relisved,

‘ Very wall,' hs anid, ‘then wa can talk
freely. Is it true that Frau Winkler hins
discharged yau ¥ -

*Trus and not trus. We had s violent
acons thim morning after yono laft: worde
were apakan which mads it impoesiblo far
me to remain here. 1 hardly remember,
now, which of us two firat demanded a
separation.’

* Nor doen it malber,’
wvau intend to do now ¥

"The answer to that queation is vary sasy:
I ehall look for amather poaition.’

* Are you nob thinking of revenge '

Erneatine’s groy eyes fushed. A bitter
exprarsion hovered about her tightly-clared
vips.

*I intend to revenge wyself,’ he con-
tinned, in a hissing voice. ' And I rhould
nuppoas that you would think llkewiss,
It sho did not intend to tulfil my
hopes, of which nhe was perfecrly well
awara, it would have besnt very easy for her
to give mo & hint to that eftect, and [
shou'd have been spared such a shamelul
dafeat. What crime have [ committed
that she shoold reject my hand in eo in-
sulting & manner ¥’

tI think 1 can ¢uees her mative,' replisd
Ernosting, and her eyen reatod searchingly
upon her companion, * You eaid once thatb
if you were to tell what vou know Dorn-
bery would be discharged at once, Dora
knowa that; indeed, I aunspect thab she
Lhinka you are the ons for whore crime her
lover han been punirhed. She permitted
your attentions meraly so as to be able tn
obeerve you.’

*%ha was an a wroeng track there,’
anpare'l Bonenbere, with a contemptuoun
ahrug. *Frankly, I wish I had done Lhat
deed, for I shanld then be in possession of
avum which would make me & rich man
for life."

*Then it was not you 1"

* Did you think ao, ton ¥

* Nnt at firat. It wan only after a while
that I eonsiderad i possible,’

*Ah, bah! IF it had only been pos-
aible! The acoundrel, who deed Dornberg
has to suller for anticipated me.”

*If you know him—’

' Enough of that I he broke in roughly.
*I am not yob sure whasher I shall anceaed
in wreating m part of his booty from him.
In any cuen, however, I must find zome
way of replenishing my smpty purse. I
cannot stay hers mny longer, nor can I tell
how spon I may bae able to gain & Him foot-
hold 1n any other city. I do not know,
aither, what will becoms of you, and
whother wa shall sver again mest with a
favourabla opportunity f[or opersiing in
common ; 80 1 am obliged 1o do something
which will enable me to look forward, at
leazt, to the nenareat fotuora
anxiety.”

* Anfor our operating in common, that,
of courms, deponds upon chance circum-
etances,” eaid Ernestine, thoughtfully.
*3¢till I shall do all I can to make it pon-
aible. I shall try for a aituation in eome
ohar place similar to the one 1 have filled
here—'

* And what that amounta to we have
ssen,” he mgain interrapted her. *No, I
sha!l no longer build iny hupea on such
auntingencier, and 1 should like to save
you [rotn the humiliations te which you
are datly espored in ruch A& position, 1
intend to go ta Parla day after Lo-morcow,
You might follow me sson; then we shoald
remain together.’

“Thut would be delighttul;
should we live on in chat casa ¥

* On that which we take from here.'

She looked at him in silonce for a few
momentas, then she shook her hsad dabi.
ously,

“{ think I anderstand yon,' shs said;
'bat [ doubt whaether It can be done—it s
too dangeroun.’

*Why T he avked, coolty,

said he. *What do

but what

* Becauss the Hrsb wusplaion would natar- )

ally fall on us twa.’

without
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+For that reaton wa maonst take such pre-
oautions that thers can ba no ides of any
suspiaion agninat ue.”

*Bar whatever preparation you mey
make '

~My plan iz matared ; it will do away
with your scroples. Ona question, how-
evar, Aret of sll: \Yhat in ta be yot hera ¥

*I don't know exactly, but I think it
would be worth while, if--"

¢ Plemse loave the ifs out of the quastion.
Does Dcrl manage her own businesa
nifuni

' Yoo

' And how is her property inveated ¥

' [n govarnment bonde, mortgagea, thares
of varioua railroads and tha liko,’

* Has whe a list of the numbers of thore
documents

*Tha lisk ia Inhh the pepers.’

' And they *

‘Ars in an iron canket which ia kept in
yonder cabinet.’

Eraeetine pointed to an elegant, daintily
conatructed cabinet, which atpod baside the
writing Jdesk.

Sennenberyg rose alowly and proceeded Lo
oxamine it

'*That lock can be broken without
trouble,’ he raid. *And what is the
amount ¥

*Thet I cannot tell you either,’ replied
Ernestine, with a startlad look at the por-
tierra, for it seemed ro her as if she had
heard a alight noies in the adjoining rooo.
Ar any rate there is a very large sum,
And that casket contains not only those
papers, but aleo bank notee, rolls of gold
and, among ather jewallery, s very valuable
sot aof diamonds, If we could get hold of
all that, indced wa need not truuble cur-
selves about Lhe futore.’

Sonnenberg strode ap and down the rcom
a few times=, and then eat down aprain.

‘\¥e should make sure of n life ef ense
for uz both, und at the szame time revenge
oureelven for the insnlts puc upon us,’ said
ha. * And even if suspicion should full upon
me I will tuke care that nothing con ke
proved ageitst me. Lo be eure, if I were
10 taka the caskot mway with me now there
is no doubt thut wo woauld both be arrested
this evaning. And it can't be done in the
night without ronning the risk of bluod-
shed—*

*Not for the world !’
horrified.

*1 don't wiah that either, It must be
done by daylight, Let us say to morrow
atternoon. There is but one thing that
troubles me: how tu dispore of tha servant,
Dora will receive another letter during the
forencon—a reply to the mnswer which [
hope to tind st the ponat pitice in the morn-
ing. I will write that I ahall axpect her ab
three o'clock, st s given placae, in order to
turnicth her with proofe. That she i to
bring oone of her frignds with her, but that
if she wishesto have m witness | will permis
her companion 1o be preasnt at he inter-
view. That if she comes in the company of
any other pereon onr maeeting will ngt take
place. Lo you think she will submit to thir
condition ¥

* Yea, I think eo,’ replied Eroesting, after
some reflection. ' She will aubmit to any
condition, make any macritice, if tha possi-
bility of proving Dornberg’s innoconca is
held out to her in raturn,*

*Very well ; then you and Dors would
no be herato-morrow piternoon. The hounes
deor is open, apy @ne can po in and cut
without being observed—at least, I have
never uaen Bny inqulsitiva rervanta down-
almirs’

*And yet, yau might, -cuuianl.ly. meat:
one af the inmates ol the hnoas,'

*[ shall not be recognised ; 4 wigr and »
pair of apsctacles can disguiss a facs cou-
pletely, That matter gives me no anxlety.
‘The main quoation for ma ia whethar an
how the servant can bs kept out of the way
without wrouring suspicion.’

*When will your letter to Dora et
hera ¥

¢« A little after twelve, I think ; then
there will ba no time to coneult her wise
friendn again, and she will be obliyed te
decido at onca.'

' Very wall, 1 will go out carly to-morrow
morning, and reétarn before twelve. 1 will
mrrange matbters so Katherine will huve to
be at & cartuin place at thres o'clock, to get
nor'muhing far her mistreas, I will mansge
it

cried Ernestine,

* Ars you sure youcan?'

*Quoits sure; ['Il think over it thia
ovening. You may depand upon it that
the mervant will not ke in the house to-
morrow at three o'clock.

*Then ail the rest will be child's play,’
eald Bonbenberg. * Tha hall door will, of
courss not be bolted—=’

*No, I will give you my key forit. But
you munk leava tha key here when you go
away, as | might ba arked lor it. You can
put it undar tha sofs in tha drawing rnom.
I shnll laok fer it there and take it sgain, '

* How aboat the key to this cubinet ¥

*Thar [ cannot get for you. Dorealwnys
hana it about her.  Anad [ 1hink it would be
botter for us il the lock wers brohen apen.
That will ook more like the work of pro-
fassional burplare. I hear Lhere ara many
of them in town—

*Aud I will take precsutiona which shall
conlirm  tuch suaspicions. I shall leave
behind tne an old sciled cap and & torn
catton pocket-handerchief, which could
belong to na une bot a vayabond.  Under
thess circomstance, how ashould anybody
suspegt ne? You were in [Dora's company
while the dead wan being done, and [ re-
ceived a ¢ell from Hore Roland at my roome
in the same haure.'

* AL thg rama hour ¥

LWall, it doem not matter much whether
the robbery took p'ace a few minutes sooner
or iater. Holand will ronlirm wy declara-
tion, il neceseary.’

* But what if they should search your
room alter all ¥

* Then they wou'ld find neither the casket
nor any of its contents; thar, toa, L hava
wuarded apainet. Before it enlers ony
ona's head to undertake soch a search, 1he
casket, ealaly packed in a trank, will be on
ita way I.o Paria, whare [ shall claitn it in &
few daye,’

* And you intend to leave duy affer tu-
worrow ¥

*Yee. 1 should be very glad if you
could et me, before that tite, a good wax
impres-ion of the key of the caskat, then
I ean have a dupiicats made from iL in
Bruesels,’ )

'Shall I soe you again, then, before you
wa."

' Cortainly !
leave.’

* Wounld you dare do that ¥ asked Ernea-
ting, in astonithment.

*I don't see any rick in i, On the
coantrary, |l shall demonsirate my inngeenca
by doing 0. And I shull show myael
greatly noncerned at the bold robbery.’

*But I hardly thiok that Dera will re
ceiva you,'

‘I think she will.'

* Kathering has atrict orders to tell you
that her mistrean i engaped.’

A mocking smile played around Sounen-
berp's lipa : his eves Hanhod angrily.

* Cutiosity alone will prompt her to re-
ceive me, it I call alter this robbery,' he
replied.  ‘She will wish to study the ex-
pression of my features, to rea:d tha confes
sioh of guilt in my face, and will, of enaree,
find hersalf dieappointed. Bub If ahe
should deny herself to me, und you have
obtained the wax impreasion, you will find
soma other woy—'

* Don’t depend upon that,' she answered.
‘I hava had to give o sctomn promise nou ta
say anather word to you, and you can
imagine that if I break that promise ir
would direct puapiclon to oe at once.’

'Well, I must leave it to you to act at
circutnslances make it seem beat to you,’
Sonnenberg said. alter reHection. * Unless I
have the key, I ehall be obliged to brask
wpen the carket, mud the abeence of a koy
might occadion me 8 preat deal of trouble
at tho custom-houee in Faris."

*If 1 can ohtain the impreseian, I shall
doro. But how about the letter whic yon
ara to weite to Dora? Are you not afraid
that your bandwriting may ba racognised ?
If ahe does not find the snonymous corres-
pondent at the appointed place to morrow,
and than diecavers tha robbery, she will
wuess at onee that the writer of that [stter
enticed her lrom home in order to have an
Dmmrtl:nlty to do the desad.'

* No, #he will not recogniae my hand.
writing,” replisd Sonnenbere, eonfidently,
* Lot her think whataver ahe likes. Nothing
can be proved agminst toe, and thab is the
chief thing."

*You seem very sure of your case,' said
Firnentine.

. Becnuu I know thet I hare reason to
be =0’

* And when you get to Maris, will you
write ta ina T

* Within & day or twe sftar my errival.
HBut not to this sdfdress, for it {3 becter that
Dora should koow nothing about it. I will
direct the letter to the post oflice, to be
culled for.”

*Yen, thut will ba bes«t. Of course [
cannot tell her that | am guing to follow
you to Paris.’

*Then pick a quarrel with her and leave
auddenly, Sha nead not know where you
sre going.'

1 aha!l coma here to take
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