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'Y ou mre right,” obsarved the colons,
who had risen; 'if we sccomplish that, we
nood notb cars what becomes of Sonnanberg,
the adventarer. 1ia may bave boon con-
serned ln the robbery in some way, after
all, and then the suthorities will be surs to
tind him ouk.  Well, you are not going for
yet awhlle, wre you, doctor? It you'll ex-
cose me, Y'll jost go to my den and Gl me s

ipe.”

P So saying, he forlively gave the Iawyer
a very significant look and then hasiily lefu
the room.

Kernar looksd slter him romewhat per.
phnd He thooghe he coald guess tha
meaning of ths look ; bot how cnuld the
colonel know ln,tl\mg abant his secrst ?

Ha suddenly remembered that Frau
Winkler too had gunewsed . <Coold she
have spoken of it here ?

“However that might be, tho look had
fulfilled its aim and eocouraged him ; and,
as he wan given ta guick decisions, he re-
solved at once to make sore of his fate
witbout forther delay.

‘tio I may hops to sse my brother to-
day Y maked Fannis, her voice trembling
with ill.snppressed inward agitati

He logked op as if awakiog from = dream
and sdjnated his speotacies in evident am~
barrssement,

*To dey T he replied. * That will hardly
be possible. Even if we arrést the thiof
wnd oxtort s fuli ¢confemsion from him, the
prisoner cannot be discharged nt opca.
The coart will have to decide the poeint. [
shall, of courss, demand bis ralemse as soon
un the real culpriv s arreated, but [ fear
wa _cannol hope for » decision belfors ko-
morrow.”

* Bat you can toll my brother the good
news to-dey '

' _Oh of coures, I ahall do so without de-

lay. -

’:Thluk you, very wuch. That Intslli-
gence will aweaten {iu lgat plght in prison.
Bat what it yoor hopes shouold mob be
realised after all.’'

*\We will not torment ourseives with
much doubls, but wait and see whab will
happen at noon. If oor plas should fail
thers will be nothing left but to concoct
another one. Ve are, at loast, convinced
that we are followiag the right track now—
May 1 aek you s question ¥

She looked up at biw, sod probably saw
an expression in his f{satures which ba-
trayed to her the natars of the question he
wished to msk. Bloshing vwividly she
dropped her lida again, tou confueed to
anawar.

*1 know you will not expect any fine
speeches from me, for which meither you

At hls *Zounds ¥ they flaw apart ia
alarm.

*Well, well, Franleln Fannle; how
quickly a young Indy ean change her mini,*
said the old gentleman, with good-natarnd
raillery, as ahe hastenad to him, covered
with blushse, and threw her arms sbout his
neck, e if to ark his pardon. *Is ke
hardly half an hour since you vowed you
wounld take care of me ax long s I live.'

* And it is my duty now to take partin
the fultilment of that vow,' waid D.ctor
Kernor, without hesitation. * We will make
& happy home for you with us, rir; that I
solamnly promise yon.’

With s benovolent smile, like & loving
father who eses his child’s desrest wish
fulfilted, the colonel kirsed Fannie's fore-
liead, and then passed hie band lightly over
her hllr

'Y was only jolinu. be said, sxtendiog
both handns to the young I--yer "1 sl
find & home at FElm Cours, too. May God
bless you if you maka rthis dear ¢hild hnlry
a3l expect you will You bave faun
pearl, my friend, ihe true value of which
you will learn only in the futore.’

*I fully appreciste itz value even now,’
rap'ied Kerner, retaining the old geatle-
msn's cordial grasp, *sand 1l thick I cen
prophesy confidently that we ahall be

happy.’
* And now wo will ratify this betrothal

with the ringing of the gissses,’ sald the

colonel, abootto pall ths ball.

* I maet ark yau to postpone that foltlva
rite, colonel, as I hava no more time to spare
just mow. At twelve, or soon after, the
matter 1 spoke of will be decided, as wa
hope, and you can imagine that I wish to he
on band so as to ba able to take the jogful
uewa to my darlilog here withont delay.”

*That i» ocertainly an sxceilent roason,
my dear tellow. Till we meet again then,
oud when yoa return we'll have our cele-
bration."

Doctor Kerner did not hear the last
worde, He was bidding hia betrothed a
tendar farewsell, and sa they had reseon to
fear the old gentieman's jokes on the mub-
joct, Faaopie accompanled him into the
hall.

¢ My bappinass will be perfect when you
bring me the newe of Gustav's discherge,’

1he aaid, with a bessschiog look. * When
may [ expect you T
' Boon afser dinner,’ he replisd. * [t may

ba two or thrpe o'clock bafore we arrive at
a complate certaioty, and {4 ia that slone
which hes any valus for you naw, Bat
aven if you shoold expect mein vain doring
the whole aftersoon, do not deepair, dar-
ling ; ivia possible thal wa may mweet with
diffculties which we have not foresean,’

not [ cars,’ he tinaod, in an u

voice, as he drew nearer hur and laid hu
hand on hers, *But I trust yom will per-
mit ma to ask you the simple question :
Will you be my wite?! Yon muat know
iow fervently Ilove you and how happy
you wiill mske me by saying: -* Ves,"
ventare to hope that I am not quite indif-
forent to you. Buk you may bs sure of ona
thiog., Fannie—that my life will bs de.
votad L0 your happi if you will tid
this hand o me. Answar me {rankly, I
shall always ba & true and onsellish friend
10 you sven if you leal obliged to reject my
aaitb.’

Fannle bad, as it seemed, recavered her
compaosure., She had uob been gnite pre-
pared for Lhis affer.

* Woald iy not ba batter for you if yom
could evercome and forgat your love lor
me? phe replied, ia & low, trembling
voice. - .

' Hetter " he asked, in surprize.

*Yeau; becanme I am not only totally
without meana, but mleo the sister of a
man whose name s dishonpored, 120 you
think you ought to connect that dis-
honoured name—'

‘But we are going to remtore it to
h 'l a E Lad.

! That is the hopa you cherish, and 1, of
voures, share it," whe continued, etill look.
ing tixedly before her with bowed head ;
*bat that hops can be [restrated, like ao
many others, and then my nawa will be
dishonoared too.”

* Your name, dearcat lave ?' he cried pas-
sionately. ‘No blame can fallon you ; and
aven If the whola world wera to be of the
contrary opinion, 1 shoald oot love yao the
less. Be mine, beloved, and we wiil dely
everything. The malice of others mhail
caat no shadow on our happiness.  [f you do
not yet return my lave, only tell me cue
thing : Do you th:nk you can lesrn to love
me I

Ho had put his arm sround her, and shs
pormitted it; and, as he drew her clase to
him, she Iaid her fair head wupor his
broast,

! g you donbt It ¥ vhe whispered, ralelng
to him ber besatilul syes, that wers wot
with happy tears and radiant with love,
* [& waa not for want of love that I hesitatarl
but rather from eoxcesa of ik, for I have
lond you, dearest, ever |Iuc. I Gieat saw
you.'

She oould 1oy no more 4 his klssss cload
har lips, and they olung lo exch otherina
long, happy smbrace.

Thus the colansl found them, whan he
re-entered the roem  with his buaroing
pipe,

*1f they are only surmoantable ones !

‘Do you still donbe ¥ he arked, smiling.

*Can you wonder, dearest? [ do not
doubt you and your carngst ptrpose ; but
success of coch & plan so often deopenda on
chance.'

*Couraga, child, and patience a little
lI:hila tonger ! I muoatreally go now. Good-

yHn kievad her once mure, and then
hastoned downstaira and, after canaulting
hia watch, took tha shortest way to the

Black Eagle, where Martin was, possibly, -

already waiting jor Herr Roland, who waa
to buy the English banknotes from him.
Fannie atoed at the window and looked
after her lover with radinnt eyes.
The colonel, who had bean walking to and
lro,l amiled sa'his ayn reated on the lovely
wirl . . [
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*Ars you happy sow -7 ho anked.
* Unepeskably happy." she replied, tors-

" ing to him,

*And you reslly intended to rancunce
1thia Beppines Iw Lhe saka of a foolish
preajudice ¥

[ did. e did noﬁ weem to mea prejadics,
1 thought it my duiy, and I ex all
my doubta, I could not know that Waltar
was »o noble-minded.’

*Indeed | So you knew thot he would
offer hicaell to you ¥

' I susprotad it.”

*Zounde ! Jua} look atthis hypocrita!
A while aga 1 was mesured that there was
no posibility of & man's aven wanting to
marry soch an onfortunate girl. I was
boldly arked whather I knaw any man who
would do 83 " Woell, well, yon h-d better
naot try such hypncriny on me again.'

* But, uncle doar—'

. Don b attempt to jastify yuurpall_ You
had forussen everything. You knew all
shout it and had kept it seorst.  Junt wait;
Tl pay you off vet! And now you had
better be thinking of dianer; and, mind
yoo, don't epail tha eoup. §'ookn that mre
in lova bave the reputation of being very
wastelal with salt you know.’

“Nob when they sre once engaged,’

repha:l Fannte, with a laugh.

'Not ¥ nui he, likewire Inughing.

* Wall, that ia a comfort for tne, to be eore.’

But don't forget my warning, nevertheleas,

chi'd, Engaped pocpls are apt to be
absent-minded, and moch mischiel is done
throngh sheence of mind.'

{To he Continued )

MARRIAGE [N SCOTLAND.

A Scoren mlnilhr has boen talling woma of
hia sxporiencea in marrying pecple, which
wre rather funny. Somstimes, when de has
arked u couple to jein hands, the tour join
hands all round, as Ut preparing to siog
* Aunld Lang 8yne." On saveral occasions,
when the question was ssked of the bride-
groom whether he took this woman for hia
wifs, no reply wae returned. Ho then re-
peated the queation more pointedly, which
alwayn brought cut the tardy but cool re-
sponaa: * Oh, ay!

A common practics aftar the knot is Lied
in for the minister to shake hande with the
young couple and eay: *I wish you much
]n A bridegroom once briskly replied :

h' same to you, sir." The minjeter on
one occaslon remarked to m middle aged
bride thut this was tha Isst time she should
sign hor maiden nams. Bhe coolly replied :
*I've eigned it lang eneuch, 1 think I

The man who kesps his heart to himself
is a salfish creature.
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