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CHILOREN'S GUHRESPhNDENGE “COLUMN.

—_——————

Any boy or girl who likes to becomt 8 comsin can do s,
and write letiers to *CousiN KATE, ¢are of the Lady
Bditor, GRAPHIC Ofice, Auckiond,' -

Writa on ons sids of the paper only. -

AU purely correspondence letters with envelope ends turned
fn are corried & A the Postoffice as follows :—Not
exceeding Yon, §ol; wot execeding doz, 1d ; for every addi.
tional or jfractional puart !ﬂenaf, 4. It iy well for
earrespandence to be marked * Commercial papers only '

THE ' COT' FUND.

I neaR that the “eot - will sost £25 a year, and the initial
expense, that ia the beddioe and cot, will be aboat £5,
Therefors we hava to raise £31 the lirat year. Can we do
is? I have promises fram Consins Mariel, Agnes, Lon,
and Ida, and alen that £1 [ had offered me a1 Hrst. [ hope
zo Taise a little myself, and now appeal to aoy readers of tﬁe
GrAPRIC il they will help the Consine’ Cot Fund to
maintain & deserving and destitute sick ehild for one year
ab the Aackland Hospital, where it can have proper food,
medicine, and nursing.
Lady Editor, NEw ZEALAND GRAPHIC, Shortland.atrest,
Auckland, and they will ba duly acknowledged in the
GRATHIC  Collecting eards will be printed as soon as &
rntficient number of coneins apply tor them.—CoUsIN
KATE.
1 bave received the following sstiafactory and conrteous
letter : *MADAM.—I am directed by the Hospital and
Charitable Aid B sard to thsnk yon, and, through you, the
-GRATHIC counipas, for the propoesl to furnish and endow &
eot in the Avekland Hospital for one destitute ehild, and in
reply, to say that if the proposal can be carried into effect,
the Board most cordisliy approves of it and gives it ita
offizial espetion. With regard to yoor qneries ss to cost,
ete., I au to say :—(1) Thatthe enm of £25 a year (paid in
quarterly suma of £6 23 64 at the office of the Board) be ac-
eepted 84 Jong e the Government continnes the subeidy
of 248 in the £ on volontary contributions for eharit-
abla aid. (2) 'That the provable cost of a cot and
furnitnre wom!d bhe £6. (3) That the cot, which must
be of irow, Ay be purchered enbject te the ap-
proval of the Doard, ms roon #» convenient to the
Coueipe, and by 1hemn. (4) That the child to occapy the

cot from time to time roust be eent 10 the Boepital subject
in all respects to the rules for the admiesion of patients, 1
send yoao a copy of the Hospitsl rulen for your ipformation.
—I am, madam,
tary.!

yours faithfully, H. N. GARLAND, Secre-

WARD OF PRIZES IN THE
COUSINS' STORY COM-
PETITION, 18395.

I HAvE much plepsnre in ao-
nonoeing the rerult of the
Frize 8sury Competition, my
only regrev being that
cannot give prizems to every-
-one. Awa whole, the stories
were good and the ideas
origioal. The ereat fanlt
was ia the workiog out of
the plot or idea. In the
mepiarcompetition thevoting
at firet was equal for Cousin
Elsie's and Cousin Laura's
stories, but & third reader
gave his vote-~not knowing
what the othera bad said—
in favonr rfi the latter. All
the same I muet congrata.
late Couein Elsie beartily.
Ceonsin Dagmar's was also
goed, but rather too ead.

La tha janiore, Uoniin Marle ran Cousin Wicoie very
cloag indeed, bot in the opinjon of the judges the style aad
genoral naatness turced the balabnee in favour of the latter.
Conrin G.B. did very well. The ideas wera excellent, but
would have been much more likely to attract the judges if
arrabged in regular story forwm, Cousin Ferpus also did
very well indeed. The lant of the eerien is, 1 thisk, & most
nre%iu;hls production, eepecially considering the age of the
anthor.

To all thuse who were not successful I beg tn tender my
thankas for having at least triad, and to hope that they will
be more saccessfal another time.
not to see amobgaet the competitors the names of one or two
from whom I expected good stories.

PRIZE LIST.

Seniore, nnder eeventeen : First prize, CousiN LAURA,
Wellington. Highly Commended : Consin Elsie, Welling-
ton; Uoosin Dagmar, Hemuers. Boaoourable Mention:
'G.B. ; Beryl; Thelma

Juniors, under fourteen: First prize, Cousin WIXNIE,
Eltham. Highly Comwmwended :  Conria Marie, New
Plymonth ; Cousin Ilmn, Hawera. Honourable Mention :
Consin Phuwbe, Connin Fergue.

Juniom, under ten: Prize, COUSIN SyLviA, Gisborne.

The prize-money wili be asnt as soon mr T have the full
addreesgr. Cousin Laura’s I have, bat Cousio Wionie's
does pot seem aofficient. Cousio Sylvia's T shall bave when
Cousin Fergus answers my lass letter. If he ban oot sent it
ap I hops be will do so immuedistely.

Sincaere covgratulations to the prize winners, whase foll
names I have not publisbed, but wounld like to do, if they do
not objest. - COUSIN KATE.

Dear CousiN KATE,~Thaok you very much for the
badge, which I received the otber dey. Dear Cousin Kate,
if you belong to the Homane Society, ¢au you prevent any
one from {ll-treating dumb apimels? becaves moat of the
boye abont bere are very cruel to dumb apimaie, I goto
Khandsllah avery fortpight to sew for the little childreu in
the Children's Cuttage Home in Wellington. We visit the

Any donations c¢an be sent to the |

I was m little disappointed

Home once every four monthe,'and esch child takes ths
piece of work which she has made batwoeen the vinita. 1
walked down to Khandallah yesterday to the Leagae, but
it rained so bard that I came hack ia the train instead of
walking, The railway line between Jobosonville and
Wellington ia s very pretty and interesting one.  (a esach
nidenre hillacovered with bushin seme placss, Thers aresoms
lovely farna growing in the bosh aud the clematin is out now
and it loukusbeautiful amongst the green leaves.  While in
the train you can see saveral glimpees of Wellington
harbonur. Have you ever ssen whits broom, Consin Kate !
There ars nome bushes of white and yellow hroom on s bill
near aa. I rhiok Cousio Mariel’s ides of a eot is splendid,
80 will yoo send me a card to collect, please? The buotter-
cups are oat now and the fieldy are jast covered. Their
golden chps look beantiful when the son isshining on them,
eapeclalli when the dew is on the gronnd. I went for &
lopg walk last Banday with two friends. 'We went to Tawa
Flat, which is abont tive miles from hers. Tha road there
is very pretty, and a broad stream rons oear the road with
lavely wesping willows on each side.—I rewnain, with love,
Coustx IDA.

[Yon ean speak to the boys, bat I am moch afraid 1t will
do no good. Boys who are usoally, or otten cruel, feel na
shame. They only mind a few sharp strokes with a birch
rod, and I don't think they mind that after the pain has
gone away. I did not think of asking yoo tn help our *cot’
fond, as yon already work for little children, but I shall be
very glad indeed to send yon a eard. 1 bave not been by
teain round Wellington at all, not even to the Hute. Yen,
I have frequently eeen white broom. REoth it and the
yellow have a nice perfunme. Yon are a good walker to
mansage ten miles. sometimes walk eight with n rest in
the middle. —CovsiN KATE ]

DeAR CousiN KATE —I think that of all the ‘snggestions’
and ‘idess " which we coumsins have trenbled you with,
Maoriel’s is the beat, and most worthy of consideration and
support. You bave always been mo g in ‘falling in'
with pur plane, Consin Kate, that I think every cousin
should now try to farther this one, of which yon heartily
apprave, and evidently have at heart. I, for one, will pro-
mise to eollect 51 a year for the *cot,” and will do muy beat
to get more. 1t wanld ba very pice to have yon to be hon.
secretary and treasarer in my opinion, becanss we could ail
correrpond abont onr ‘cot,’ and know how affairs are pro-
gressing. BSo, Consin Kais, send me a collecting card, and
you may depend upon some help from Cousiy Lou.

[ Your cheery, breezy noteis & great comfort, Consin Lau,
an | any feeling a wee bis hopeless abont the "cot.” 1dom's
like to avk for money, and am afraid I am a very poor
begger. Bat your note will help me much, thank you for
it. I daresay the consina are f‘uat waiting to secure pro-
mises before writing tn me. cannot, of course, get the
cards until T have soflicient promises to make the ‘cot’ a
succees. However, T will keep on reporting progress.
What nnpleasant weather we bhave had ! I hope it will be
fine for Christmas, as, of ecurse, you do.—CoUsiN KATE ]

Dzaw CoUsIN KATE —1 have not written to you for a
lopg time, bot snmebnw I enuld never make up my miod to
write. Woauld you plesse tell me what the Colossus was 7
It way & big statne at Rhodes, was it not? There is to be
ap Iodustrial Exhihition here, ané thengh it i specially for
school children, anyhody ¢an go io farit. Thereisto bea
Spellivg Bee au the Exhibition, and I am goiog in for that.
Every morpiog wy teacher gives me some * catehy " words
to spell, abd Fome nf them make ms thivk a good deal, 1
have heard the Giant's Canseway ia the porth of Ireland
ealled the eiphth wonder of she world, [ must etop now ae
I have my lessone to do. —With love from COUSIN ALICE.

[l wish yon snccess with your epelling bre. It is 5 great
institution, and very useful. 1 think the (iinni's Caoreway
might well be classed amongst the * wonders,' but it seems
more medern. in point of diseavery, than the otbers, The
Colnasue of Rhodes was a brazen statue of Apolle, 105 feet
bigh, erected by tbe Rhbodians in reengnition of their
regard for the services of their allirs when the city was
besieged by Demetrius, kiog nf Macedon, Please make up
¥yoor mind to write again, Yon don’'t koow what pleasure
the cousing’ letters give me. Do youa feel inclined to help
oar cot fund *—CoUusin KATE ]

DEAR CousiN KATE. —1 am ¢o glad youa thought my last
letter war peat, I hope 1 am not sendipg too many letters,
The dog [ spoke of in my last letter arrived from Sydoey
sbout & week ago.  He is & St, Bervard, sod he is a splendid
ppecimen of the breed. Hie pame is St. Elmo Roy. We
are goiog to send bim to the dog show, which takes place
in November. [ think we are going to send onr horee to
the show at Petone, which aleo takes place io November, I
atn going to meke B bougaey of roses fur the Flower Show,
which is on the 19th and 20th of November, I went for &
long walk to Wadestown en Sanday afternnon, aod 1 en-
joyed it very mach. ILast Wedneedav was Demovostration
Day, but we did vot get a boliday. T am very glad we did
not get one, becanse it was so terribly windy, There has
been & very heavy sea ruoolog in the barbour for the laat
two or three days, The concert that T promised to give you
an acconnt of i my last letter came off on Friday afterncon.
Io was highly succesaful, The play wees scted by the old
High Sehool girls, and was entitled * My Lord in Livery.’
The respective characrers were extremelv well done, Oae,
a0 old butler, named Spiggot, was very Amusing,. Two of
the actors daoced & minuet which wes eocored, [ liked it
very moch. The concert was npened by & very pretty piaoo
duet, bat a8 it was played behind the scenem we conld wob
eee the performers. The entertaintent was brought to &
close by 8 song and thres more piano duets. After this
afternoon tea was handed roond o thore who cared to par-
take of it, the modest sum of sixpence being charged for it.
The entertaioment was repested on Saturdey sfterpoon. [
went both days. On NHaturday afternoco sfter the play was
over avother girl and myself happened to go up to the
Lowar Fourth claesrnom. (Seeiog m lot of smoke we
jumped up oo to ope of the ferrus by the window to have a
batter look. An it seenied to be near nnr place we harried
sway from achioal 84 guickly aa we enn'd.  When we zot to
the bottom of Sydoey-strert we saw that the old St Panl's
schoolroom waa envelored in Aames. It wan not till the
rchool was one mees of Hames that the Hre was got under.
Had thes wind been blowing io our directinrn we shanld have
bad & Darrow escaps, our place belog uext tothe school-
vcom. Mlem Riogwood loat il her gymvasinm fit-
ticgs sod ber pisno. The orgen belongieg to the

SBunday school wis also barnt. A number of girls who go
to our school loal their gymnasiom dresses and are all
lamenting over their loat property. 1, woo, like the bag.
gvipm. hut se Yoo said, ‘ ronnd the next corner,” Uz Neaw

ear's Eva they are played till midaight in tha Giovarnment
Honee gronnda. The Tennfs Tournaments are to begin nexs
week. 1 have entersd for the Juniors. Huave you ever read
& book called * Held Faat for Eogland,” Courin Kate? I
bave. It issuch & lovely book. gla in a tale of the siege of
Gibraltar.  As [ cannot think of snything else to atretch
ioto small talk, I muat new clow my letter. —With much
love to yoursell and the cousins, dear Consin Kate, [ remain
yoar affectionate Jittle COUsIN LAURA,

[What a eapital letter, cousin Laora ! We also bad a lire
on Saturday night, quite ¢lose to ns. The heat was mo
great that ab eight o'clock I was eitting on our verandah
with no hat or wrap on watehing, and hoping it would nov
come our way, aa ali our men folk were, of conrse, at the
scene of the contagration. No water was available, and
the house just burnt steadily down to the ground. A fire
close at band makes one feef'qneer,' does it not? T have
not read * Held Fast for England,’ bat it sounds a good title.
I hope your dog and horse will come off prize winners—like
yourself ! We had a * Flower Service ' last Sonday, two
clothea' baskets of lovely borqnets. 'What roaes ahall you
nes '—CousiN KaTe. ]

DeARr CovsiN KaTe —I am poing to teil you aboot a
concert which was held in Sk Paola (Tisakori Road)
nchoolroom on Friday evening. It commenced with a well-
played violin solo, then there was s ecene from King Joht.
Afuer this followed the principal part of the programme. It
was a short comic play ealled ' The Pickle.' Jack, the
Pickle, knew her part to perfection. and kept the audience
in fits of laughter all the time. The performer who took
the character of the munt did her part equally well, and be-
haved as & model awnt shonld, namely, stickiog up for her
pepbew when be wee in the wars. [he boy who was the
uncle did his part so well that you would have thooghr be
was ano old man. The servant, schoolmaster, and other
minor parts were also well done, Jack playiog tricks on all
of them, his old aunt and uncle aleo, who thought there
waes not such a hoy as their Jack. After the play there
weare some fableauxr, the best of which wae * The Dirty
Boy.” I arrived home at & quarter past tén, baving spant a
thoronghly enjoyable evening. I muet now close thia letter
with much love from your atfectionate Cousiy Ersig.

[You and Consin Lanra are excellent correspondents, and
both your concert deecriptions are g I was tryiog to
make ont all through which parts you and she took, or
whether you were merely aodience! [ think yox have
capital times. When 1 was at school we were very hard-
worked, and very strietly kept. Torned out of bed at 6
sharp every morning, winter and sommer, and in the former
dressing hy gaelight. Prayers at 7, brealkf{ast at 830., and
soon. Nospeaking allowed in the dormitories. And oh !
the examinations ! A Camhridge man io cap and gown, who
dosed ue with three stiff subjects in one day. LUgh!'!'—
CousiNy KATE ]

Dean CoUsIN KATE —I have not kept 0 my word in
writipg every furtnight, but 1 have been very busy with a
*doll's bazaar.” Uo Satorday I gave a dolb's bazaar. Some
ot my little girl friende helped me to rmake some things,
01 course we did not take real money ; we had countera for
money. I bad wwo atalls, one sweet etall and one doll's
store, a0d to wake it popu'ar a “bran tub,'  Upe little girl
was dresced in green and white paper #s & fairy, and pre-
sided over the bran tub,  After everylhing had been given
away we played ‘buptthe thimble,' and sehool and other
games. Yeslerday I went to another ‘ doll's bazaar ' given
ky a little pirl friend, and ] epjoyed myself very much.
After everything had been wo'd fur vur counters, we played
* bunt the thimble' apd ! cobbler, cobbler, mend my shoe,’
aod ezhiol.  After that we had & lovely tea und went home.
[ have changed my sengol since I have come bome. —With
love from CoUSIN AMY,

P.5.—I will send some riddles.

[I am ente the cousios mre often too buey in write, so I
aw always willing to thiok that ia the ease when [ du not hear
from thew, especially pear Christmes, whep, of course,
there are presents to prepare and all corts of thiogs o te
done, are theranott Do yon make yoor owno piesenta or
buy them? I thiok ouwr fathers and mothers prizz uioas
what we have lovingly made with var own bands.  So
Duaunedin is yonr bome. Have you lived there long, mod
were you just vieiting the North when | had the plea-ure of
making your acquaintance (on paper)?! The Dolls’ Boziars
are grand ideas ; nn doubt pome other cousios will try
them, Will you help the ' cot.'—CoUsIN KATE.]

PUZZLE COLUMN.

(L) What reletion is the door-mat to the door step ? (2)
What two poet's DAmes would a policeman in Haer rug-
gest? {3) When do two and two not make four 2—CorsiN
ALICE.

(1) Can & man’s pocket be empty when he has got o me-
thing in it? ({2) What is better than presence of mind 1o &
railway accideot ?

5] M{ sifer nre fAicinly lnced about,

e nothing have wilhino :
Yai'll tind my head {wstrange indeed,
'Tin uothing elae bul skin,
What init? {4) What is the diffarencs hetween a person
late for the train and & school-miatress = CoCsIn Ay,

. GOOD ADVIGE,

¢ EAT at ynur tabie as you wonld eat st the table «f the
king,' raid Confucius. Toe Chbinese saye meant that good
yannars can only be arquired by private practice.

ITMPORTANT TO ALL—ESPESTALLY TO TIAV
—ror eimplicity and spuwer cornhinmd, uwe ENU'S
RALT ;' LL rerna¥es fosthi or polwneas malier (tho groundwork of
dirvane) and thue prevonts favars and malarious dinewses, sl atl
tiver complninta. [t chuwes good Food Lo agrow thiak world nther-

wise dlsorder the digeslive orgnne, or d« & guntle Jexatlve i
tonic in tlie various forme of indigestlon use KNOS *FRLIT
SALT.

Sold by a1l Chemists snd Stored. 13%



