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Dura had not been miataken in her euppoQi_
tion that Sonnenbarg wouald #oon put the
decisive guestion to her.

She read the raeolve in his fnce when,
shortly before noon on the following day,
he enterad her drawing-room. She saw tha
quick, eignibicant glance which he cast at
har companion, snd her indignution apainst
this fortune lunter awckawithin her in full
furca.
coehe had been totd what the detective
had learned with 1egard to him in London,
she actually felt an avereion to him. She
would have given mueh to have besn ab's
at that moment to canfront him with the
rarrible seeusation that he waa & thief and
a morderer.

In hia usaal courtesus manner, he rajsed
her hand to his lips and seated himself
oppesita to her.

* Allow me to axpresa the hope that your
mind is more at sasa now,’ ha said, glanciog

keenly at her tovaly face. ""*'1 am sure you -
muat bave resigned youreslf to the unalier- -

abie facts and formed the wise resolve to
forget the man who proved so unworthy af
your love,'

* You might be wrong in your supposi-
-tiom,’ replied Dora, with forced composure.

‘[ gan hardly beliave tha%, for no other
teason than beesuse you cannot fail to
remember what you owe to your reputation

and your position in society. You musk
permit me to revert once more to the
rubject which Fran Honnig b ght up
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ruptad him in so peremptory a tone that
he remained silent. *If you thouuht that
I would allow myeelf tn be influanced by
that you weare mistaken.”

fla bit his lipa in suppressed anger and
nervously twirled the points of hie beard.

*I did not allude to that circometsnce,”
he raid, with a s'ight shrupg of ths
shonldara, * becausre I cansidered it nacos-
eary inorder to Induce you 1o favour my
wishes. I merely wished to draw your ab-
tention to the fact.’

¢ No mare of thias, if you please.’

' And you will not tall me why wou dis-
trust me? he asked, once more forcing
himeelf to the friendly tone in which he
had addresred her before. *I thoughl,
until now, thnt nothing rtood between na
but the memnry of that acoundrsl who de-
caived you--’

“Have vou never deceived a woman?
she apain interrnpted him.*

* Not to my knowledge.'

*And yet I auapect, in apite of that de.
claration, that Mra Mary Brighton knew
you very well,’

Thia blow Fell upon him 8o unexpectedly
that_he started, and even though he did
nob Toee countenance, she did noc fail 1o
notlee his pudden alarm.

*1 have tald you repeatedly that that
lady was an utter atranger to me. Why
then do vou ravert to the subject at the
precent time ?'

* Hecausa, just at this moment I happened
to remembear the lady’s looks so full of
hatred and revenga,’ rhe replied, gravely,
Bxing her eyes upon him. *1 have never
doubted for a t that those locke

tew days ago. 1 am obliged to doso, fur
vour own sake.  The scandal-mongers are
prowing bolder and bolder ;: and when I

reprove them, L am asked, mockingly, what:

eives me the right to enter the lists in youar
favour.' .

*Thet sounds very alarming indeed,’
replied Dora, in & tone of mingled irritation
sud sarcasm. ' What have L dona that ie
eo bad ¥ :

* Nothing but that you have not openly
.dissolved vour retations with that man,/’
wae Nonnenberg’s anewer, while his eyem:
which were vlowing with passion. again
-turned significantly to the companion, who
lett the room moizelessly.

*Qught nob every ome to btake it as 8
>matter of couree that my engagement to
him no longer existe

*(ertainly ; but, nevertheleszs, they cling
to the belief that it has not been cancelled.’

*] am sure I don’c see how I am to con-
wince them of the contrary.’ :

* Nothing earier than that,” he cried, in
violent agitation, seizing her hand, which
whe hastily withdrew from his grasp
* Dora, you must huve known how much I
love you, you mu+t have discevered it loog
ago, Make me the hsppiest of men by
¢iving me the righte of 8 betrothed hue.
band.
you or tp connect your name sny longer
with that of a criminal.’

#he lowered her evelide lor a momant,
Bhe did not wish him to rend in her eyes
the anger which blazed up within her.

He interpreted the flueh on her chesks
4n his favour, anl did notsee the hbitter,
deliant expreseion which lurked in the
cornera of her mouth.

*I need not tell you that [ wiil doallin
‘my power to mneke you happy,’ he con-
tinupd. ‘[ know that you do mnot care
about auch sffusions, nor can I find worda
to deseribe an 1 would wish the feelinga
which I entertain for you. I can omiy en-
sreat you to in'ruet your life snd your
future to me, and wesurs you that you will
never regret it. You are scqusinted with
my ecircuomaetances, my futurs prospects
and the traitaof my character. There ia
nothing in any of these which could cause
vou any enxiefy or mistrust of me—"

* Nothing * Dora interrupted him, unable
to congea! her indignation at this audacious
soll-praise. ‘'] am not wo sure of that.'

*And what reason have you for douht.
ing it? he asked, somewhat taken aback.

*T have various reasonu.’

* Which you must inform me of, a0 thav 1
-can refote them.'

‘I must?¥ replied Dora,

* What should force me to do=0?

* The considerstion for publie aplnion to
which [ dirscted your sbtention a while
auzo.”

* Yoo have nothing to do with that."

*More than you think,’ he replied, irri-
tated by the sharp tone which she had as-
samed, and which led him to fesr, even
naw, that his hopes might not-be realised.
* Your nuine {snleo connected with my own,
not through any fan!t of mine. It is but
the natursd resule—'

‘I wish to hear nothing mors of what
people say or think about me,’ sha intar.

haughtily,

Then no one will venture to blame -

wera meant for you alone.
*I rogret that the poor woman is no
longer alive o0 that I might make it pos-

_sible to set your mind st rest on that aub-

ject.”

* 1 do not think that—-'

*1 should prove to you that the lad
neyer knew me.’

dora wam incensed at thialie ; she felt
tamited Lo cast the name of John Brighton
in his face WNo one, it seemed to her,
could expect her any longer to pretend to
be on friendly terms with this man,

She forgot the wacning and plane of the
detective, Dielike, abhorrence and con-
tempt had taken posression of her thooghts
and feelingw 2o entirely that she no longer
waa conecious of anything but the irresis-
tible impules to bresk with this man for-
aver.

‘Ifthat is the only reason which induces
vog to doubt the sincerity of my affection,
you will be obliged to admis that iv cannot
be celled a valid one,' he resumed, alter &
pause. *I was happy in being allowed to
call myeelf youor [riend ; [ helieved that
that friendship justifed me in entertaining
hopes the fulfilment of which promised me
the highest earthly happiness, and now I
learn that you trouble your mind with
grouriless ruspicions which shake the con-

* fidence with which you have [avoured me

hithertn, I entreat yon tc do uway with
this miatrust; to give me your full con-
fidence apain, and you may real mesured
that, ne my wife, you shall be as happy as
you deserve to be.’

* 1 reprot—'

‘Do not deprive me of all hope,’ he ex-
exclaimed, in feverich avitation. * Aak for
time to coneidar?® I will pladly wive it o
you. Consult with your frienda—'

* No, Hurr SBonnenberg, I shall not do =0,
for 1 cannot expect any eiocere advice from
that. quarter,’ ehe reulied, icily. *You
know perfectly well that my heart, with all
jts thouzhts npd feelinge, still belonge w0
that unhappy man whom yon call & agoun-
drel, end that it will be hie forever. You
might, therefore, have told youraelf that
tha roslisstion of your hopons is impoasible.

*No, no,” ha replied quickly. ‘1 could
not tell myeelf that, for I could not consider
the continuation of yocur love to a con-
demned criminal ss anything bot folly.”

*Perhaps no ona knows as well as you
that he wam innocent!'y condemned,’ she
cried, fixing her flashing eyes on Sonnen-
berg, with s penetrating lovk.

*Madam,’ he replied, rieing from hie
sent, ' do not understand the meaning uf
thows words, but 1 auapect that it ia igsult-
wg toms, Nordol know what rameon you
have for feeling such mneer miainet me, for
I mm not conecigus of having given yau any
oegasion for it. [f I have bean slandered
to you, I supposs 1 may beg of you to tell
ma plainly what you have lieard, snd thus
make it ponsibls for me to defend mysell.'

*No, indesd,* said Dors, who had re-
coversed her comporure and now perceived
that she kad gone too far: * no one has
alundared you to me.’

*Than what you aaid wen merely n vur-
wian ?" he askod. in & subdued tone,

' You must be sstisfied with what I told
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you before: 1 eannot forget the man whom
1 still love.”

*Notwithetanding that you know cer.
tainly that he daceived you ¥

*So I wan told ab the time, and I ean
never forgive myesll for beliaving it. Now
1 am batier informed .

Hie face had grown livid. The deep
furrowe between his angrily contracted
eyehrowa told of evil, revengaful thoughts,

*Then you will give me no hope what-
ever ?' he said, #s he took up his hat.

¢ OF what use would a hope be to you, the
realiaation aof which is impossible ' she re-
plied, *1 regret that you bave forced me
ta tell yon =ll this, but you rdemanded
fronkners of me, and 1 felt myerelf obliged
to comply with ynur request.’

A spiteful expresrion crozeed Sonnen-
berg's fuce. He Bowed ceremonioualy.

" You might have done eo more cour-
teously, madam,” ha said hoarrely. *Iam
not gopecious of having done anything
which wonld give you the right to inealt
me.'

*That was nat my intention !' ehe inter-
rupted him goickly.

‘And wtill you wsaid that no one knew
hatter than I that Dornberg waa innocently
condetnned .’

*In moments of axcitement we do nat
alwaya remember that our worda may be
misundarstood,' replied Dora, ' Pray con-
sider that remark unaaid, or of no signi-
ficance. And do nob bear me any ill-will
for the answer which L have given yon,
which 1 waa obliged ta give, because my
heart dictated it to me, Uloder other cir-
camatances it might have heen different.’

He bowed again, and retired slowly to
the deor.

“Faroawell ' he said. *Alay you never
regret having repuised the hand of & true
friend.’

Dora turned away fram him with a slight
shrog of the shonldere.

Sonnenberg left the room, and when he
had closed the door behind him, his livid
features wore distorted by the evil passions
raging within him.

Anather door opened aoftly and Ernes-
tine glided into the peasage.

She atarted when she saw his face, and
hantily laid her fingor on her lips, #0 as to
warn him againat & loud outbreak ot his
fary.

*1 heard everything,’ she whispered. ‘I
cannot understand her anawer—only vester-
dav she rermed inclined te accept yow.’

The quivering of his lips shawed how
difficult it was for him to control his excite-
menk.

* That hope is destrayed farever !
epesk to you to-nighr, Ernestine.’

* To.night? 1 don't know if——'

* You must make it possible.

‘I might ga to you--?

* No, I do not wish that !' ha said quickly,
* I havo reason to Pupposs that our friendly
relatione are suepected. Where was Dora
laat evening ?*

* At Fraulein Dornberg’s [ think,’

* Well, I will send her a letter, the con:
tente of which wil!, I hope, induca her to
go out thie evening sgain. Theon youo thuat
esend the servant away. Can you do so
without exciting saapicion ¥'

1 must

*What are vyou going to do? arked
Ernestine, scmewhat alarmed.
*I will tall you to-might, \hen the

canat is clesr here put the lsmp near the
window. 1 shall be walching for the
signal, and will come me aoon as it is
given."

Avain a door was opened,
before them.

Sonnenberg hastensd to take a cere.
monioua leave and to dirappesr through the
outer iloor of the uparti.ent.

With an apparently wnembarrarsed air
Erneating followed har mistreas into the
deawing-room. %ha had no suepicion of the
storm that was raging in Dora’s bosom,

*1 suppoee 1 owe it to you and to your
underhand dealinge that that man dared
offer me his hand ' Dora began, in a cotting
tone, while she paced nlowiy te and fro.
‘The mecusatlon which Gustavy Dornbery
made againet you appeara Lo me io a very
difterent light now, and [ can only regret
bitterly that my eyes were not opened
sponer.”

Ernostine had seated herself in an eany
chair. A scornful amile hovered mround
her thin lipa.

*1 do not undorstand you,’ she eaid,
coldly. 'That Sonnenbetg would make
you an offer you could forsee as wellme 1;
and, if you would ba just, you cannsot deny
that you have encouraged his attenmtions,
How could he suppose that you would con-
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sider him presumptunus? Yoo have wp-
peared in public only in his company —'

*Anid in mecret ho tried to inHuence ma
through you,' Dora interrupted her, im
patiently, *Even though 1 remained
rilent 1 was well awnre of your clandeatine
meetingza and intarviews.'

*\¥ell, then, if Herr Sonnenberg arked
me to say a word in his favour, why should
I have been so uncivil as to refuse? maked
Erne-tine, now likawive ssruming an ag-
greswive tone, ‘Al that 1 did wae molely
for your intereet.  You had to cut loose at
last frow that eriminal—'

*In order to grive my hand to a [lortune-
huntar* Do not look eo surprived. Yuou
know that man and hin gant lite, You
entered into & laspue with him of which I
waes to know nothing. And you did so
while I was alill engaed to Guatar and
before any ehadow had fallen wpon our
happiness, and you twe mnde common
cauee with niy brother and his family, All
thia I now recognise cleatly mnd distinctly,
und [ repoat that 1 can only repret that
there intrigues dird not come to my know-
ledize apaner.’

Erneatine had risen. However hata
might have taken paseaseion of her, she yet
socceeded in retaining her outward corm-
posure, '

‘Your reproaches are highly offeneive
and ineulting,’ she replied. toasing her head
debiantly. ‘I cannat ecomprehend how
Sonnenkerp’s ofler can have excited youn ro
violently, and I can understand stili leea
the injuetlce with which you heap re-
proaches upon me, Nar do I know of
whnt you ¢an ancuse me, for I cannot spu
that ] have dene wrong even if I did coun-
tanance ths suit of eo tharoughly honorable
& gentleman.’

‘Honorabla!' aaid Dora, esrcastically,
apgain forpetiing, in bhe derire to give vant
to her indignation, the warning of the de-
tective. ‘'l do not conrider him so.’

‘ Have you proofs tothe contrery ¥ asked
Ernestine, watching her keanly,

*Not yet : but—'

*Ah, a0 you are ready to condemn him
on the strength of tners ecuppositione.
Than, of eourse, there is no use in defond-
ing him.*

“1did the jury wio coovicted Gustav
[ornberg have uny better procfa?® asked
Dara. * But enough of thie — you will
understand that we cunnot remnein togethar
any longer than after these explanatione,
I leave it to youn to saver our counactions in
the manner most conveniznt tn you. Yru
are weloowe to remain under my roof until
you find anothar position Lhat Auita you. 1
will not hurry yeu, and um ready to apgree
to_any roesonable wish you may woniec.
vain.’ .

A low knock at the door interrupted the
convareation, and the pext mament Frau
Heiipner entered the room,

L}id she hnow already that Sonnenbery
had bean rejected !

Dors could hardiy believe it to be the
ca8e ; but, nevertheless, she received her
sister-in-law tmore coolly than was her
wong.

* 1l only came to invite you for thia even.
ing,' maid the latter, looking after Fran
Hennie, who Ieft the room somewhut
noisily. * l'aps and mamma sre going to
leave us next week to go to London, and
ns we probatly skall not eee them again
very Bcon we want to have 4 family gather-
ing at our house to night.”

* I must bey to decline,’ eaid Jdora, rather
distently. *You know I am not on very
eood terms with your family.'

' Goodness, how excited you are, [Hava
you had & quarral with your companion ¥
! If ] have srhe wmay thank her friends for
it

Frau Heppner's steel yrey eyss flashed
wngrily.

*You eaid that in & vary singu’ar tone,'
ehe replied. ‘o you count me smang thors
frignde of hars

‘All of you. You were ailin league with
Sonnenberg againat mea.’

*With Sonnenbery? Apainet you?
asked her sister-in-law in aurpriso, shaking
her head. *You must allow me to remark
Lhut' your meaning ie incomprehansible tu
me,

'You may say so. Marie,' replied Dora,
anrcastically, ' but I do not believe in the
truth of your sweertion. | know only too
wall that Guastay Dornbery owes hin misfor-
tunes rolely to your intripues, and thnt
Honnenberg took an active part in thewn.
Altogether, I wmm better informed on that
subject thun you may think, und for (hut
reason my rejection of Sonnenberg's offur
was & very plain and decided une.'

‘Good gracious ! Ho has propossd 1o
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