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Hut il you with to hear more sbout it 1
whull ba hsppy to call there to-morrow
and —*

'Du you know him pereonally ¥ Dora
quickly interrupted him.

* No, [ have not that honour,” replied
Sonnenbery. *1 have no relutions with
wueh people.’

*Then you would mot learm anything
frota him, eicher, and 1 po louger leel any
interest in the matter. \Whatuver he might
tall me would not alterthe fuct that Gustav
tnude aut & promisscry note like that.”

*Thut he did o,” observed KErnestine,
*praver that Le waa not worthy of your
luve, and you would do best not to think of
hitn any longer.’

* Not to think of him? repeated Dora.
*That would be impossible,”

' [ ayree with you,' rejoined Sonnenberg;
rone canuob forget me quickly. 1 can
underatand everything else. but not how
Dornbergconld prove himselfsounworthy of
n love which ocught to have wade him
suprematy happy.'

At that moment the maid announced the
cAEriage.

Sonnenberg hung Lhe opera.cloak over
Dora’s shoulders, for which service she
thanked him with a captivating smile.

Soon aiter the carriage rolled away with
them, and when, a wihile luter, Dora was
eosted beside Sonnenberg ab the apers,
sha revolved in ler mind all that the
colonel had communicated to her, as well uz
the hints which he had thrown aut.

Mavy opera glasses were ilirected to-
ward her.

Dora paid no attantion to thie; she left
it to her companion to return all inquiting
wlances, and Ernestine tock pleasure in
apsuming that duty.

Now and then Sonnenberyg would whisper
something to hie charming neighbaur, and
it wos avident to her that he did eo merely
tu exhibit, 10 those who cared to see, his
intimate relativne wilth her,

She na longer suffered herre!f to be de-
ceived. Her esuspicicns wera awakened,
and Sonnenberg now appeartd to her, too,
in the light of u fortune hunter who was
endeavouring to step inte Dornberg’s place.

He had denitd hiv sequaintance with
Goldman without hesitation. That was a
lie: and that lie could only serve to confirm
the colonel's surmiees,

\WWhat if thosasurmizas were correct, Buot
was it possibla or even conceivable that
Sannenberg bad committed that robbery ?
She once mare recalled to memory all that
she had heard on the rubject.

Sonnenberz was at the Holands™ thot
evening. He had been seized with the
noeebleed and had left the room. Every
one thought he had gone home, when he
euddeniy reappeared just aiter the dis
covery of the theft.

Strange that the exsmining wagistrate
had astached wo importance to this-—in-
deed, had paid no attention to it.

AWhere had Sonnenberg been in the
interval? Had he reslly had ths nose.
bleed, or had that, too, been a lie?

Nara reeolved to guestion (.lement, the
janitar, who knew all the circumstanass,

And hnw about the underetanding bLe-
tween Ernostine and Honnenkerp, of which
Fannie saisl she liad procfs ?

Well, Dora hercell had reen enouvh this
very ovening to make her suepect a con-
hidential relation between them; and, if
ruch o league exietad, then Ernostine, too,
wad an impostor, and no longer worthy of
her trust.

$She taok up her opera glass mechanically
und tarned it upon w lady dressed in erey,
who eat in a third tier box opposite her, and
who, since the commencemont of the per.
foraiance, had been pazing at her ao tixedly
that it could not fuil to stiract attention,

The music ceared, the act was at an end.
Dovn towered her glass.

‘Do you kuow that lady in prey up
there ? whe w=ked Scnnenberg, who was
oflerine her n bonbannicre.

He tock ler glnss and turned it in Lhe
direction indicated.

*1 have nob the Jpleseurs,’ he replied,
rather coldly. m dresamaker, probably,
who has worked for you, and whom you
have forgotien.’

*1 think nat. Hhe ecems
stranger, an Englishwoman.

*Fasweibly,' replied Sonnenbery, face-
viourly. ‘and in that care your besuty is
probably the magnet that atiracts her eyes
1o you.'

“Are you a flatterer, too ¥ ahe asked in
the patne tuna, helping hereelf to a lonbdon.
' | was not aware of that.’

*You are mistaken, my dear madam; [
only apeak the trutl.’

*You are, indoed, looking very handsome
to night,' whispored Erneutine, who sat
behind thom.

' Thanka!” replied DUora, indifferontly.
41 can's understond why that lady shoult
stare st me ao incessantly,’ .

t Unfortunately, we cennat forbid ha?
bainy sarude,” said Sonnaenberg, regrotfully.

Dora romsined sllent, but lrom that time
sha obrerved the lady in pery more clasely
and, me her glars was an oxcellsnt one, nhe
saon recounjwed that hatred, soger and
other kindred paasions wers depicted on
that sharp, thin face.
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Ware they directed towsrd her or towards
her eacort ? She could nob remember ever
to have soen the lady ; it was, thersiore,
hardly econceivable that the laiter ahould
bave any rsason to hate her.

And if they were directed teward Son-
nenberg, what could be his relations with
this stranger?

She conversed with him in order to be
able to obesarve him fartively, bat in splte
of her watehful glances she could discovar
pothing which confirmed her suapicions.

Spnnenberg remained perfectly calm
and unembacrassed, He soemed to be
giving his whaole attention to the musie.

Oniy ouce he raised his eyes to tha box
in which the indy sat, but his glance was
eold and indiflerant, and the next mament
he turned to Dora again with a smile, in
order ta aek eome unimportant question,

Bot Dora did not allow herself to be
deceived as earily ms he might have
thooght. Sha had ne doobt but that she
wad stunding faca tn faca with some dark
wyatery, which Theodor Bonnenberg either
ijid oot wish or did nat dare to solve for

ner.

If she ecculd only epeak to that lady!
Sha folt convinced that, in that case, ehe
would gain eome information s to Snanen-
berg’s paat life, and most probably leurn
eomething which might give a firtn foothald
to the colanel’s snepicion,

Could it ba done?

How could ehe learn the lady’s name aud
addrees ?

Dora thought the matter over quite a
while, and st lazt believed she had found &
way of accamplishines her end.

She knew the box-opener perzonslly ; all
that she needsd was an oppertunity of
saying a few worda to her In private,

Her p'an was soon matured ; she would
try it: and shoold it prove unsucceastul no
harm would eoms of it. .

When the curtain dropped alter the
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d act she asked Sonnunberg to take
har to the foyer. .

Ernestine was about |0 acoompany them,
but Dora told her it wae unnecessary. She
comnplained of s slight dizzinees and took
Sonnenberg's arm.

! Pray, a!low me to take you to the buffet
and offer you a glass of wine,' he aaid, in a
sympathising tone,

‘No, [ would rather remain here in the
corridor where it is quiet and cool. I shall
teel better in a foew minotes. Butif I mipht
wek & favour of you—'

She hesitated and gave him a look which
made hia blood flow faster.

* You will make me happy,’ he maid, *by
expresaing any wiah that I can fulfil.’

“Might I trouble you to get me a emall
glass of claret?

* Vith the greatest pleasure,
not helter call your companion?
have to leave you alons—* ,

‘No, no,’ she hastily interrupted him.
Erneating's talk would only make me feel,
wores.’

Sonnenberg left her with w bow. Hardly
was he out of sight when sbhe guickly ap-
proached the box opener, who was standing
near by. .

‘Can you keop a socret? she ashed,
aoftly.

* Cettainly, madam,' replied the woman,
You thay trust me entirely.'

'\Well, vou will be satisfied with your
reward in this case. No one must know of
the gommistion which I am about to give
you, Do you understand? Noone! Qp-
posite our box, in the third tier, there s a
lady whoee name and address I wish to
learn. Do you thiok you could ascertain
them for me ¥

' Ploase describe the lady to me, madam.’

*8he is young, wvery thin, with light,
reddieh hair. She is dressed in grey, with
a prey hat mnd broewn veil. One might
take her for an Englishwoman.’ .

' That ie encugh,’ esid the womean, with
a nod. *I shall ind her. AMay I tell her
that some one wantr to know her address ¥

*If you cannot obtain it in any other
way you may do so; but do not tell her
who gave you the order. It is poseible
vhat «he may make inquiries about me. In
that coee I give you permievion to mention
my namae and to anewer all her queationa
truthfully as far as [ am concerned.’

It shall be done ae you wish, madam.
And when may I bring you my sanswer to-
worrow '

* Will any hour suit you ¥

‘I can come at oy hour you like.'

*Very well, then. I shall expect you
wbout ten o'clock. Hera is my handker-
chiel. You will bring it to me under
pretencea of having found ib in the box.
You will wek my maid to anncunce you to
me, wnd will give the handkerchiefl to no
one but me. Lfmy eompanion shonld be
presgnt, and I gunnot rend her awsy with-
out srousing her suspicicne, you will not
wyn word sboot wy commiesion. You had,
therefare, betrer pin a paper with the name
wnd address to the handker¢hied. Have you
underatood me !

' Parfactly.’ said the box-opener, with s
comprehensive smile. '] am quite used to
auch commiseione.”

*So much the better," sasd Dora, *I de-

nd on you.'

With this she walked slowly away in the
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