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CARMELA.

———
BY EDMONDO DE AMICIS.

Lvinu about midway betwsen Sicily and
the poilnt of Africa pearest to it, in m wmall
ieland ecalled Pantellarin, '1haere is but one
town upon it, and that contsine nearly two
thonssnd inhabitants, among then beinyg
some twoe or thres hundred under palice
rurveillance. On this account there used
10 be atationed on the leland & company of
forty soldiers, wdner the command of »
lieutenant, which was reliaved every threa
months. Thelr dutiea were neither arduous
nor confining, cobsietling only of standiog
goard &t the barracks and prieon, with an
oceasional drill ; and the choapneas of good
wine, which could be had for twenty can:
timea & bottle, added not a little to theic
comfort, The lisutenant, s+ sola com.
raandar of the military lorces of the ielund,
had none to dispu'e his suthorivy. There
wera :wo orderlies to attend him, and a
Iargs apartment in the centre of the town
wapn placed at his diaposal. The mornings
were often spent in hunting on the hille,
and after dinner ha eac in a little resding-
room amoking with the worthies of the
village, Absolately free, he had no dis-
agreeable thought or foreboding, sm7a that
of being obliged in se short a time to yield
his place to another.

The village lies apon Gthe shore,
and in its hsrbour the steamer plying
between Tunie and Trapani ured to

atop every fifteen daye. It was eeldom that
any other bont anchored there, and euch a
rare occurrence was the spproach of a
vegeol, that ib was heralded by the tolling
of the nhurch bell, and crowds would
rugh to the shore as if to witnees some great
event, To a stranger the village ssemed
quiet and reposeful. In ite centre wae e
large p'aza sloping toward the shore, which
was finally reached by m road not a atona's
throw in langth. The shopa and stores, as
well a8 the Government buildings, wore
grouped abouk it. Thers aleo are, or at
least were then, two caféa—one patronised
by the mayor, the officials of the village
end gentlemen; the other by the common
people.

Tha officer had his goartets in & house
that was situated ab Lhe upper and of the
plaza fronting the water. At this slight
elevation you had stretehed before yoo the
whole harbour, the pea, and far in the dis-
tance, dimly seen, were Sicily and its moun-
tains lining the horizon. Bebiud rose lava-
made hills partty covered with woode.

Three yoars ago, upon a beautiful April
morning, the steamax from Trapani atopped
at Pantellaris. From its firat nppearance the
bell bLad rung in its fullset and richost
tones. Many hurried ta the shore, and
among othera wight have been seen the
liputenant, the mayor, the juztice, the
priest, the raceiver of taxes, the pilot wnd
the doctor, who waa otficially charged with
the heallth of those under police reatrio-
tion.

Two boata kept for the purpose put oat
to the steamer and brought back thirty-two
infantry soldiers and an officer, a handeome
young fellow, who, after having ealuted his
predecessor and bowed to the village
dignitaries, made his way abt the head of
hia divieion, through orowds of curious on-
lookers to the barracks. After having pro-
vidad for his men, he returned to the plazs
to be formally received by the mayor;
during this ceremony he dieplayed s
natural cordiality that did not lessen his
dipnified bearing. After dining with hie
collasgue he war escorted to his new home,
whera his predecessor’s orderly wae pack-
ing the trunks and caees, while ono of his
own men was sasiating at the work.

The departing division started at eight
o'clock, escorted by the new arrivale ; fare-
wealls were eaid, salutes lired, and our
officer hastened back to his rooms,

At sunrise the next mornineg he left the
house, but he had not gone ten paces before
he felt his coat gentiy tugged st He
turned quickiy and eaw standing & few feot
Irom him & girl, slight, tall, snd of ex:
quisite besuly, with hair and dress in die-
order, locking enrnestly st him.

*How may 1 serve you? he ssked Ib
astonlshment,

Bhe did nob mnswer, but smiled and,
raising her hand to her forehead, mnade the
wilitary anlute, The lleulenant vhrugged
his shoulders and turned awsy when he felt
another tug at hia enat. Once more he
faced about and found her in the same
pasition na before,

* What do you want ™ ha ssked sygaio.

The girl pointed toward him and answared
with a smile :

*I want you.'

Not knowing what to Ao, and noticiog
that ha was tho innocent cause of much
amussment for ono of the villagera, hs

atartad to go on ; then, changing his misd,
he pulled ¢oma silver ont of his pocket and
offared it ta her. With & movement of her
band she indignestly refused the moasy,
aod speated ;

*1 want you,*

And she stamped her {ead, and shrieksd
as & small ehild might when denied romae-
thing it had been begging.

He now saw that thers were eaveral by.
atanderr, all laughing, and, locking at
them, than at the girl, then apain at the
erowd, he underataod and ¢ontioned on hia
way, Ha rapidly orossed the placa: bot
juat 4 he veathed the end of it, he hourd
behind him the guick stepa of some one
runining an tiptos, and a4 he was sbhout to
turn around he heard the same swaet roice
with ita strange ageent murmur: * My
treaanre ' -

He felt & shiver run over him, but he kept
ob wt & iaster gait then before, but onos
again he heard :

* My treasure '

Tutoing toward the girl, he exclaimed
In annayance :

* [esve ma alone !
heor ¥

She looked hurt at frat, then smiled and
tnoved a etep forward extending an arm, as
though to earess him ; but he promptly
dodged, and ahe murmured :

‘ Don’t get ungry, my little lieutenant.’

¢ Go away, I tell you !

*My tregsure !

*Goaway, or [ shall call a eoldier and
bave you arreated,’ and he pointed to some
of hie men who were standing near. She
waited no longer but started slowly away,
repeating radly :

*My treasure

*What s pity ! said the otficer to himeelf,
as ha walked toward the rhore ; "ehe is g0
ovely.'

Small wonder that he thooght sa, for eha
wna a handsome typs of the strong and
noble beauty of ths Sicilian woman—a
beauty euch that love ia, in & esubtle way,
unconacionsly inapired by it, Hefore those
dark and: ynder eyes salf-reliant manhood
is in the meet imminent danger—they seem
to possess themselves of the roul's secret.

Her soft, wavy black hair was blown
about a face that wae opsn and thoughtful.
The movowenta of her brows and lips

eemed fall of atreveth and lfe, but her
2oice was veiled, as though wearied, Her
vonvulsive smile was succeeded by » ead
oxpression of vacaucy, which showed that
she noither heard nor eaw.

» *

» - -

Go away! Do you

‘I cannot underatand why rhe ia allowad
her liberty. Something might happen to
her,” the cficer remarked to ihe doctor, e
vhey sat together emoking their cigers in
the café that night, after he had related his
experienca of the morning.

*Whare oould they confine hor ¥ he re-
plied. 'In the hospital in Sicily? SBhe
has baen there and thu town paid Eor her;
trat, Bading that it was only maonsy thrown
away, they brought her back, There was
litcle to hope for. The first to eay 8o
wara the specialists whno examinad her.
Here, ab Ioast, ahe is ae free me the air,
poor thing, wnd she annoye no one but the
aoldiara.'

The oficer wisked to know why the
military were the only ohjeots of her atten-
tion.

*Well, you see, the particulars of the
story are a little uncertain. - Every one
tell it in his own way, especially those to
whom the pute and simple truth is never
sulficient—those who wish 1o add some-
thing of their own inventivn, But the
facts, a3 they are belioved by the few
gaenklamen hers, are theee . Three years ago
an officer who commanded here, a3 you do
now —a fing Iooking fellow, whn played the
guitar well and sang well--fell in love with
this girl, who was then, s she is even now,
the handegmeat in the village.’

*Very hundeome, indesd,’ the officer in-
terrupted,

*And the girl, naturally, partly for his
fine voice, because here they are wild over
singing and sll music, partly for his brase
buttons and gold lace, mnd especially
sa he was & handrome fellow, the girl,
I say. fell in love with him, Buat such
love! Love as |t ia underatood here | Love
in compnrison to which the flowing lava
seame cold —with & furious jesloney that
you would only ekxpect in & tragedy. Of
ber family the mothar slone remained: a
poor woman, who only saw throngh her
duughter's eyes, and was ruled by her.
You can imagine tha liberty ehe hud, 1%
ocenesioned talk in the village—tnere buse-
lesr rumours, that never had the elightest
foundation, A wstrange cliarsctor is hers,
mnd rarely met with, in which a dalicute
mndeaty and vestal-like virtue are inter-
mingled with pacoliar forwardoess, Well,
thenubstance of the story, it appenrs, {s that
one day the officer promised to murry her,
and she believed him wnd west lnto
rapturen of joy. Thare were days, 1t is
sald, when they doubted that her brain
eould atwpd the strain ; and 1 balleva it, for
whao can tell to what point auch & love can-
not ba brought? Qne Jay, if they had not
taken from hor hands a girl of whom she
wai jealous (I do not know why), she would
have handled her very roughly. Exactly
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opposita the cafe here she got hold of her,
right in the publicsqua:e : it was & trewen-
dous soana, and it was not the only cne. A
woman conld moh paswe  her officers
quartars and Lifs her eyea to the
windows, without completely uspsotting
her. At laat the day came tor the
company of soldiers to leave and give place
bo snother. Tha ofticor promised to return
in & couple of months, but eha never saw
him again. The poor girl fell ill. Her
recovery was vary slow ; but perhaps she
might not have lost hsr reason had she not
learned in sorma way that her lover had
married ancther. ‘The shock was unex-
pected and she became insane, That isthe
ktory.’

* And then ¥

*And than, as I told you, she was sent
to the hoapital in Bicily. She was relurned
in u few months, snd has now been back
over a yeat,’

At that moment & soldier entered, look
ing for tha doctor,

*I will tall you the re:t Inter.’ and, a0
eaying, tha doctor haatily left,

Aas the otficer wrose to g0, he knocked hia
sword againet the table. and a momenb
afterwardes & voice was heard from with-
out :

*I heard him ! 1 heard him ! Ha ia thare,’
and at the same moment the girl appsared
at the door,

‘ Sand her away,’ cried the officur, and a
moldier oheyed hia order.

*Iahall go and wait for him at home,’
she was heard to say se she walked away.
' I shall go and wait for my little officer at
howe."

Carmela's mother lived in a small housa
#k the end of the village with two or thres
familiea of peasants, and she managed with
graat difficulty ta earn & living by sewing.
During the first montha of har daughter’s
misfortune she received help now and then
from the wealthier familiasa on the sland,
bub they had contiibuted wothing to her
support of late; for ithey found that
their mesistance did the girl no good,
as sha would neither eat nor eleep
st home, end her mother was anable to
control her. She would wander abont the
hillz and among the rocke, and renld be
seen gestulating, tolking to herzelf, and
laughing. Boys paseing over those roads
would eea hor in the distance busy build-
ing emall forts of stonee, or seated on a
rock looking eadly out upon the sea. I
they attracted her attention her eyes fol-
lowad thew until they had disappeared,
without replying efther by voica or gesture
to anything that they had eaid. At the
very ubmost she would sometimes, when
they were a considerable distance away,
point an imaginary gunat them, though this
was invarisbly done in all eobarnese. She
acted io the 2ame wav towarda the ecldiars,
with none of whom had she ever been eeen
to epeak. She piesed in front of them or
among them without sesminy to hear their
words, without turning her head, or ever
looking them in the face. VWherever she
might be she would always hesten to the
plaza when he heard the aound of the drum.
The toldiers usad to drill upon the ehore
and ghe woald [ollow them there, and [rom
w little distange wntch them while the
sergeant gave orders and the lioutenant

auparintended the manwavres, Then,
when their work was over, she wounld
approach the lieutenant, and, emiline

lovinely upon hiin, use those terms of en-
dearment with which he becams eo econ
familiar, bat in & low voices, covering
her mouth with her hand, that the soldiers
might nat hear what she said. When in tho
viliaze ¢he could often be se¢n on the plaza
in front of the othcers’ quarters in Lhe centre
ot & circle of boys, who were much inter-
ested inall her actions,

Lpon rare occesions ahe went to church,
kneeling and joining her hands with the
others as if in prayer, aml with the othera
appeared (o utrer the sacred worde;
but once she broke out into hysterical
leoghter, and since then the aged racristan
had refused her admittance.

In other daye she had had a soft aweet
voice, and pang aas werrily me the birda;
but now ale on'y humimed over and sgain &
few bara ol a vong her lover ured o ging to
her—hummed them at the foot of the stair-
way leading to the lieutenant's roome, am
ahe ate & few figs. Jhe had her hours of
pensive sadness when slie neither apoke
nor smiled, nor moved for any soand, sven
though her mother called her.

To the[soldiors, ss hms been sail, she
paid no sttention whatever; her aflection
wan reserved for tha oificers ; nor wus she
sqaelly lavish with her favours to all of
them—vshe had preferences. From the day
on which she returned from the hoepital,
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the company bad bean changed six ot ssven
times, and thersa had been ofticers thore of
svery age, Wwinper and appearance, The
younger mnd better-looking ones ehe was
particularly partisi to, though they wete all
her '_Iov ..-Il hel;‘ tru:uru.'.

.

The doctor wia sbsest only s few
momants, and returned baiore the liouten.
ant lafr, He then told sl thav haw just
buen narrated. Aa the oHicer arose once
mote to go, ho naid, thoughtlully :

*Too bad ; it is sad, indesd—nhe ia so
\ovaly I'

‘I grant you Lhat she in lovely,” replied
the doctor ; * and what s noble and beauti-
ful character she must have had.’
Lt wae late at night
and the plazn was deserted. His quarters
wers only a short distance away, bub ke
walked in that direction slowly and an-
willingty, *She will ba there,” he thouizht,
and he looked intently into the darknass,
bending his hoad lorward, trying to see il
anyone were therain Iront of the doar ; but
it was too dark for him to asm the doar
ftaelf. He walked slowsr and alowar, stop:
ping every few stepr. *I1f I knew Lhat that
ahadow concealed an mpaseein waiting for
me with upraized knife and reacy tostrike,”
ha thought, 'I should walk more guickly
and firmly'—and ha then tcok tem or
twelva eteps forward, *Ah, there ahe in !
He had seen her ; she waer reated on the
dooratep, but in the darknaes he could only
diecorn the meare outline of her form.

*Why are you here, Curmela? ho anked,
approaching her. She did not answer av
onge, bot oross and cowntng to him placed
lier hands on his shou/ders, and softly said :
I was waiting far you.'

"And why were you wuiting for ma? he
asked, pushing her hande away, which fell
ooly to grasp his armas. ‘' Because I am
unhappy withovt youn,' she answerad. He
could hardly bring himeelf to believe thut
she was unconscious of what she had eaid.
He struck & mstch and held it near her
facs. The stupor of aleap, which she had
not wholly shaken off, had doprived it of a
little of ite convulsiva livelineas, and ren-
dered it more calm mnd thoughtful, so that
her appearance, with the naturalvess of
what she had said, increneed the iliusion.

*Oh, my darling, my darling !' she ex:
olalmed, as soon as she anw his face lit up
for the moment by the matgh, She
pot out hor hand and attempted to carars
him. In hia teying to pravent her doing
it sho caught hie haud, and leaning over
quickly, bit it in tho tervour of a kise. Ha
frecd himeelf and rushed into the house,
cloging the door.

* My trearure ! Carmela called alter him.
No answer came, and she stood looking up
at tha lighted windowe, until from mere
weariness rhe eat down on tha doorstep,
crossing her army over her knoes, and her
tead moon fell forward and rested upon
them.

When he reachad his room the lisutanant
looked at his hand and eaw upon it the
imprint of aight lictle teeth. * What sort
of love is this? he aske! himeell as he
lighted & cigar. He commenced to walk
abgut the room, thinking that he would
force himeslf to plan new work
for his little division for the motrrow.
1T wiil leave that until morning,' he eaid,
after @ moment's reflection, and hesat down
by the lamp, openeld a book, but not until
he reached the end of the second poge did
he discover that he had been reading s
work un military ecience ; Lthen thoroughly
dieguated with his inability to concentrale
his attontion on any object, he decided
to relire ab once. He was sbout to
blow out thg light, when an idea wtruck
him ; he atepped guickly to the window,
put out n hand to open it, drew it back,
shrugeed his ehoulders, and went slowly
to bed.

Early the next morning his mon, entor-
ing the room roftly, was astonished to tind
him awnake, aa it was much before 1he hour
whan he usunlly atoee. As he was ar-
ranging hiy craveb & little later, he usked
the orderly, who had just ro entered thu
room, if he had eeen anything of Usrmela,

*Yes, he repliad, *sha waa at Lhe step a
few minutos aro.’

*Soe if ahe in there atill.’

The eoldiar went to the window, opened
it\carelully, looked down snd waswered
*Yen' .

* I8 rhe looking wp ¥

' B

0.

‘ Is she diractly in front of the door or at
one ride of ju?

' At one eide,

*Then [ may be mbio to uvoid her.'

And he went down, Hut the sgund of
hissword sgain disrloead hin pravence,
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