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wanity, and her radisnt, besutiful eyes
p'eused him more and mors,

At length the gus-is departed s the
gayest of moods, and Vulleral mounied bis
borsaa to return tu his gurrison,

When he rode in at gnte, his man
stood on tha threahold, swaiting him, with
palo chesks and disturbed air 3 but Valleral
waa in Loo merrv = mood to notias thls,
threw him the reins snd entered the houea.

There on bthe tshle in the ritting room.
gleaming in the lamp light, Iay & coupie of
goll pivces. Cyprisn drew near and
glanced at them. A hundred marks !
What di{ that mean?

Ho went to the ¢

* Hay, Auguat, what is that money on the
table ! * Whera did it come [rom Y

Auyust draw himeelf up anid ealuted, hia
fuca nnizivue, hia voice hoaree.

* That is for our ram, count.’

* Fur the ram !' Valleral's voice thunderad
thruugn the low room. " Davil take you,
what do you mean ¥

* uar nut tha count know aboant it?
atarmered the hurrar, anxiously.

*1 have no suepicton. Whera in Hans ?
\Yhal has happened to my ram?

funkwilz threw open the door of Lhe
adjoinioy atable in wild excitement and
ralsod & Inniern,

‘I'no stall wan empty. Nowign of Hane,
Thu bload laft tha young oificer’s cheeke,

* What hur happerned to the ram August?
Has anvone killed him ¥ he asked from be-
tween his reath.

The man saluted ngain.

*'The count hed scarcely left the vard
this noon when the esptain came with
ancther man, and withaut ealling me, went
to the stavle. L euspected eomathing
wrong, Wnd drew nearer rezpectfully. But
tha cuptain did not look at mme, but eaid to
to the ather man: ‘‘Hers is ths ram.
Trained for the circue. Ha can do all
kind« of tricka. ¥ hat will you give for it
Levi?”

“'I'ne dealer, whom the count knows,
barguined for a long timne, soid that such
an animal waa of no valve, snd then they
talked in & low tone, und finaliy came Lo an
apreement, Levi drow out hia puree and
paid the captain eomething, and he said :
*-1 will add something 10 that so the count
may bave & fair price,”  Then Levitied s
vrape around onr Han's neck, und dragped
him off, snd when I tried vo ray something
the captain anubbed wme, so that [ went
back to the stable, fur | could eny nething
more.  But our Hane ia gone, and now—
now they have perhaps nlready killed him,
for Lieviesid he was in tine condition.’

Valleral had lietened in silgraa, hia brow
wan Huahed, his eyebrows contracied, be-
tokaning atorm.

"tiood,' said he sbortly. 'Bring me a
bottle of eherry, August,’ and be turped his
back and returned to the house,

lie sat rhers half the wnight, pufling
wreathes of blue rmoke, and drank one glawe
of wine after another. Finally a light
dawned in his eyes, he laughed softiy and
raised his head triumphantly, Now he
knew how to answer the captmin, and
went happily to bed and elept until broad
daylight, for the next day wae Sanduy, and
the cuptoin alwaya epont that dey in tha
neighbuuring city.

Thia Hunasy Uaptain von Angerichutz
raturned homo enrly, and, in s¢cordance
with his curliom, mucde a tour of house and
stobles to aee if all were in order,

His man'a face had never had the
slightest intersat for the csprain, nor did
he natice to day how chanped it wne, ap
the lellow silently wuited to be questioned,
and to-duy the captain aetked no questions,
tor he wua in & very bad temper, He had
callzd upnn the parents of Burcners Soldau
and for the lirst time had been denied ad-
mi-nion withoub reasonable excusa. And
thisa time ha had intended to asrk for the
hand of the lady of his chuice. Could it ba
true what he had heard rumouraed, that
Lankwnz had dared interfere with his
superior, and that Mias Bisnca was really
Interested in his enemy.

A [averish wunrest
schutz. He re-olved tu ride out to Soldau
that evening. He hnd rounted wilh such
certainty upon this mutch, that [ailure
waould be of considerable moment to hin.

Followed by his man he entered the
stuble, raised the lantern he carried and
Razed around,

*Confound it—where wre the horses T
came breuthlessly from hix lips, Ar no
answer fellowed immelintely, he tarned
and stared st his man, Guottlieb atood
Lefare him with shaking knees, the picturs
of distress,

‘Fallow!' thundered Angerschulz. *VWWhat
has happened to the bessts ¥

* They —they—CUount Lankwitz sold them
to Luvi thia witernnon, ¢iptaln,’ atemmered
the hussar. *There are two hundred
msrka in on the tably—'

Arninarficulate cry of rage. Thae lantern
crashad on the paved Aoor, Lthe stuble door
bangerl, anil Liattlieh st alone in Lthe dark,
averwhalmed with des il winhed the
ground waenld open snd swalow bim and
Count Lankwlhiz. .

Naver had m atory created such a senaa-
tion In militsry oiroles se the account of
Vailersl’s bold act In oa'mly revengiog

tormented Anger.

himaall oo his eaptain, who had aold his
toat, by salling tha captain's horses.

Of coures, tha affuir aiueed much talk,
becuma saricos, and pussed from one vificial
board to another, but Yallerul did not
worry over it. He knew that his prank
was heartily Inoghed at and applavded,
and hia aolonsl did not look very Gerce
when he gravely told him that it was im-
possible for Count Lankwi'z longer to re.
muin in his regimenr, and td be prapared
for a tranefer as punishment,

The youny oHander did so wilth the mort
charming gruce, and hed no lualt to tind
wilh being ordered, until tha matter was
decided, to ano hersquadron, where, undee
agreesble superiors, he led & most charm-
inw Life.

Vauliaral had always been locky. Why
should Dame Fortune desert him now,
when ha had amured a whole country with
hia ready revenye?

The dreaded tranefer eame, but a lood
cheer rang tnrough the club-room, in
which, ior two weeks, Cyprian and his
young comrades had each evening drowned
their ygrief at parting with champagne,
when, stammering with surprire he read
aloud the ominous letter From the rogi-
mental adjutant. Translerred ta the 8t
L. body-guwrd of Ulans, 10 one of the
most olegant of regiments, the most
brilliant puivisons, where a dueal court
resided, and his facher-in law already pos-
roased o maghificent viille. Omost delight-
ful of colonels, fo *punish* his youug
fientenantthus, His ears should have rang
with il the enthusisstic cheers thas
Valleral proposed far him.

And Cyprian's father-in-law? Ah, that
wan gnoLher story.

The evening that Captain von Anger-
sghaiz vainly asought hin horeas to hongur
Caatle Saoldan with a praposal, Valleral bad
sal at tho feet of Bargness Bianes, and
ashked her laughingly if ehe woun!d not Lthink
him, the youngest liaotenant, quite teo
buld if he already thought of matrimeny.

With & deep blaeh, she aziuredt him that
2he would think him merely very seneible,

'Brilliant, Then we are qoite of tne
mind,” he had gried, thus encouraged, seized
her two coal, uply hande, and drew them
lyaetily te his lipe, ‘and if you think it
rengible for me to fall in love with you
Biangs, then be renzible, too, and take
me.”

"Thia 2he had done, with radiant fnce, and

thus at twealy, Valleral wae angeged and .

aoon married.

Over thie prank, which aurely waa
planned merely to drive the captain to
desperation, people harl at first wravely
shaken their heuds, for to engape oneself
merely to vex another scemed toofrivaloue,
and they pitied tha deluded gicl, who surely
was abunt Lo make & most unhappy ioar-
risge. Nover was s greater coutrast be-
tweon & counle than between pay Uyprian
and the grave, mi:snthropical Bianca.
How eoon the youny buttarfly would tire of
his plain, uninteresting wifz, end neylect
her—this cataetrophe was swuited with trua
aapernors,

But they had ntterly mistaken Valleral's
honest heart. IF, ut Hest, the fack that
Angerschutz wes driven wild at the lose of
the heirase had lent & zest ta his courtship,
his #ancee’s raiant huppineas made & grest
impression upen him, und her whola munner
which expreareit the tenderest, moet ador-
ing love, made him rejoice 10 meet har with
the vnmp tenderness, What mb tirst waa
somewhat feigned, scon becume reality, fur
Biancw’'s was a deep, richly pifted nature,
which ravealed itzelf in atl ite wealth to har
husband =e fully ae it concenled itself [rom
the worid.

Coant Lankwi'z's marrisge proved a most
happy ons, and hie treatment of Bianca
fairly exemplary.

Aflter a year a son was born to the young
couple, and Vulleral, the twenty one year-
old father, was be-ide himse!f with pride
and bappiness. He wos as much of o
favourite in the new garrison a2 he had
wlways been averywhere, and 8o all felt the
deepeat sympathy with the count in his
great and mncare yriel when, alter scarcely
two years of wedided |ife, hin wite was tuken
from him by ('sath. A mevere iflammation
of the lunes hat laid her upon a sick bed,
and Cypiiun tended her with uneelfish devo-
tia ntil her last breath, which was »
g vpon him.

\With Hisnca hie zood angel departed.
Hin punns of duty to her, ns well us the
young wile's ¢ood influence, had reatrained
bim. Now that he was slune again, he
foil back into his baclslor ways and wsoon
bechme the gny, Hippant young man of
former days, He became s men of the
warld In the good senes of the word—
alwaye sotive, ready for mhything, hand.
zant abd & universul favourite,

He resignoi whils captaln, wnd rpent
must of his Lima lao travelling, while his
{ittta won, Cyril, was brought up by his
mother's parente.

The chlld was sald strikingly to rasemble
hls mother. His nuture had from infancy
proved to be unusually grave and thought.

‘Inl, and he sesmed unnatural fa contrast

with ather cluldren of hin sge.
Cyrll wan as exemplary & child an hls
Inther had been spoiled snd uarwly, Cyril

scarosly need training, He obeyed with.
but questioning, played quietly by Lha
hour, and whea he had once given » pro-
misa, held ta i with & Gdelity which
amuzed everyons, Ha had alsa inherited
his mother's extreme nensitivennye, Esaily
deep'y vtlended, he would brood over an
injury and pondar far daye how 4o revengs
hineelf ; and hea would revenge himsell
each tiie. not in & malicloon or sly way,
BuUb «0 ka Lo show the oifgndar how bitterly
he hed wronged the boy, how unjuntly he
had wcted,

The ohild was somswhat pedantie,
withough he had alao inherited his father's
talents and capabilities ; tor Cyril learned
with bthe utmost ease, and took de ight in
writing litkle wtories which displayed wresn
imuagination, That there wera chielly of a
deaply religious and sternly morul nabura
surprised the frionda of the [amily most of
nll, and they ¢ould not marvel enocugh st
the etrange iresk of uature which hed
created in father and con euch abeolute ox-
tremer.

As Lankwitz, sanior, had been nicknamad
' Vulleral,” some wit nicknamed the piour,
erave, tteady Lunkwitz, junior, ‘ Hosauna ;*
and this odd name wae circaluted widely.

But. atrangze to say, the relstions be.
twean fither und aon wera moet affection.
ate, an:l their devotion to each other ra.
markable. Whocver suw the two together
would think them brothere, the gav, laagh-
ine, youthinl father would even hove been
taken for the vounger, now that Cyril had
grown taller than be, aml his dark eyes
gazed out at the world with the rame
Look of premutuca age that his mother had

B,

But Valleral and Homanna wandered
through life arm in arm, in fond afection,
and the a'der Uyril became, the more did
he cccupv the plucs of his eorly deceased
mother, like her, acting a# a benalicial re.
atraint npon his vivacious father.

{To ba Continued,)

The bleysls o asteadily redacing the
value of horeet and stragtosr shares and in-
eraasing tha walue of human beinus by
meking thes more bealthy. —Amerioan
paper.

There are people wo good at excases they

sommit olloncss simwply for the chaace of
making them.

PECIALTIES! QPECTALTIES!
Wb, 1896,
BEAUTIFUL, UNIQUE axp CHASTE.

EX LATEST ARRIVALS

TIRECT PROM TIE EXGLIEH,

BRET . . , . . . CONTINENTAL, aND
LTS N—— AMEKICAN HOUSES

A Larg# Shipment of
INVITATION aNp CALL CAT:DS
WEDDING CARD3. with Envelopes to mateh
BALL PROGDRAMMES, PENCILY axp TIES

FANCY PAPENS anp CARDS, for Concert
Programmos

MENU CARDS, namerens designs.
MOURNING CARDS aNp ENVELOPES
SYLLARUS CAIDS and other Novoltiea

THE TRADE SUPI'LIED.

DI The Cheapeet and Most Artistic House
in the Ausiralasion Colonies.

Conntry Orders recelve prompt attention.
Call er Sond for Samples.

AUCKLAND STAR LITHOGRAPHIf
AND PRINTING WORKS,

SHORTLAND axp FORT-S5T3., AUCKLAND
H. BRETT, Proprietor.

AYER'S SARSAPARILLA

Purifies, Vitalizes, Enriches the Blood; Gives

give above, writea:

New Life, Health and Vigour.

14r. Alfred . JolliHfe, of Granville, Bo. Australia, whoss portrait we

I used Ayer's Sarsaparilla in England for years before coming to

Australia, At times I
of the skin, causzed, the doctors tohl
aystemn and_ pgeneral debility.

wa3 mueh troubled with Leils and other eruptions

we, by tle running down of my

The only medicine that bas ever done me

lasting good 13 Ayer's Sarsiparilly, which has nlways cured me—purifying
my blowd, and giving me new lits aml healilh aud vigour.

The wonderful suceess of Ayetr's Barsaparilla in purifying the blood and
reatoring liealth and strength to aystems enfeelled Ly disease, or 1he enervat-
itg elfect of awarm climate, has led to the placing on the market of other

preparations called Sarsaparilla,

Remember that imitation is the sincerest

iorm of #fattery, and be sure that you get AYER'S SARSAL-ARILLA
which has stoml the test of time, has won the highest awards at 1he world's
great expositions, and has been a blessing to the people of Australia, and
all civilized conntries, for niore than o generalion, No other medicine operates
8o effectually inn removing general debility, languor, ani all outward symp-
toms of the grave mischief caused by disordered nerves and impure blood.

AYER'S Sarsaparilla

Known all Over the World for its Excellence.

AYER'S PILLS, Sugar Coated—MIild but Effective.



