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hands trembled, but the song bore wo trace
of his anxiety :
*In the dephe of yoor eyes,
0, Carniela, my nad sou
_Irn r.'qlm.:nen du{nl!:ﬁ:
1 tl L}
Lovers iruth wiil fud atwag.”

Carmeola had lintennd attentively, kois
ting her brows from time to Lime sa one
wha is abaorbod in thoughb

*Good ! Uood I' they shouted. *Ha
sinys like an angel,' sald one. The officer
coatinued ; ) .

"T'!1 draw peace fram your eyas,
Otlirniels, when 1he tol]
Of doalk'a hour knells H
heirs the conatant ray—
Hupe's star Lo Light the way.'

Those wore the words, that was tha
musi¢, precisely na they had besn given on
that uther evening. 'Gond | Goodl' re-
puated the gueste, The officar et dawn in
faar, nod during to lank at Uarmela. She
had not moved, but kept her eyes rivated
apon his fuce, * Silence !’ cried the officer,
and all became atill. The winiow waa
open, and music was heard from the plazs
sud the cheera of & crawd. Tt was the
village band purrounded by many of the
islanders, who believed that 1he division
unexpectedly had besn ordered to leave.
Carmela looked toward tha windaw. The
expression on her face kept changing, and
her largze ayes moved Irom the window to
the officer, {rnm him to his puoests, and
then again to the window. \Vhen the
music coared & elappine of hands was
hoartd, aa had been three yeara bafore upon
the same occarion, At that moment
hurried stepa wera heard npon the staire
and a roldier entered,

* Lisutenant, the ateamer ia waiting.”

And the lisutenant, sriging, eaid ;

' Wa muat go.'

Carmela, with her eyee Bxed mnpon him,
got up elowly, pushing her chair slightly
aaida. All the guests arrse and gatharad
around tha lientenint. Carmelsa’s mother
entored. She kirserd Dher daughrer aftec-
tionately, and whispered : * Have courape,
my dear; he will surely return in two
months.' .

Carmeala laoked at her mother for an in-
atant, and freeing herse!f.slowly from the
smbracs, without uttering s word tnrned
her heard around to stare abt the officer.
Him [rignds were thanking him and wizhing
him a plearant voyage. % He buckled on hig
sword and took his cap in his hand,
Muanwhila Curmela had stepped beyond
the threshold of the room in which she had
been sitting, elancing rapidly ani nervously
from the officer Lo those about him; then
at the orderly, then at her mother, She
clarpad her forehead with both harde
breathing heavily and trembling convul.
wively. Agnin they heard the music upon
the plaza and the clagiping of handa.

' We must go,” *3id the cfficer resolately,
and he started for the dcor, A long, de-
spuiring cry cama from Carmels, She
taeched to him and threw her arms about
him, kissing him furicoely upon hia ince
and mneck, erying and moaning, At laat,
teofore he could catch her, she fell npon the
floor with her head at his lest,

She waz saved.

Four mantha later, upon a besoti‘ul
night in September, when the mnon was
phinine brightly, the ateamer from Tania
that had mnde ice usoal ptap in the harbour
of Pantellarls was rapidly nearing the
shore of Sicily. The water about them
was calm and undisturbed save tha path
that the steamer had ploupghed. The pas.
nangers were all on reck, end the beauty of
the rcona had awed them into silence.
Apart {rom the rest were & younir man ani
woman leaning over the rail with their
hearda mo olowe towsthsr that they reemed
to touch. In the diatance they cou'd ree
the outlina of the island they had left,
They gnazed long upon it without rpeaking,
antil the woman, raising her face, eaid :

*1 nm rorry to leave my village, though
I have rulfored mo thers, whare I lirat saw
you, where you gava ma life once more.’
And sha rested her head upon her com-
paninn's shooldar,

*Wea shall go back thara some day,” he
aaid, turning har mo that he caald look wpon
her fsce and inta her wyes.

¢ And shall wa go boack to your gaarters ¥
she asked woftly, 'and in the evesing =it b
the window frowr which yau used to gsll
mea? Then periinyn you will sing the song
I lova to hear, ‘\Won's you hum it moftly
now ¥
Apd with his lipa to her sars he began ;

‘Y1 tha depths of your eyesn,
OCarmaela —' :

Carme!a threw her arma about her hus-
bant's neck and sobbed,

‘My darling** he murmuored. drawing
her closer to him,

When sha ocked up he raw a now boanty
upon her lace, and the moonhight showed
whers tears hard baen,

She looked pansively upon the sss, tha
ieland in the distance snd st ber husband,
and whispered ;

*7e s m dream.’

* Nn, me darling. It Is the awskening.'

And the bost glided silsntly on.
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TaEY culled him ¢ Valleral® How he tama
by this most uncommon nickname, the old
nurse who had rajsed Count Lankwitz's
only san slone knaw. Lo the days when erhe
cradled lictls Cyprian in her arme, rhe had
besn & buxom young pessant, who knaw no
batter lullaby for the youny master than tha
jally stodent song she heard every day in
tha village, with its lively refrain, * juvival
lexa. juvive'leralera.'

*Juvivallers, juvivallaralera ! rang in
fittle Count Uyprian's ears from morning to
night.  "What wonder, then, if the lirst
ward he lisped was not * popa’ or ‘main-
ma,” but an indistincs murmur, * valleral 1"
And when he would barely spesk, he bovan
ta zing the eong in metry Roea's style, o
drolling!y, that his parenta fnnlly them-
selvea called him * Little Vallerul,' and thus
gave the signal for general imitation.

Peited and spoiied as only children
usuaily are, little Valiersl tulad kis father's
casele from garret to esllar, bub in such a
gay, winning manner that no one counld
be angry or punieh him,

Cyprian, with all his mieghievena pranks,
wae mort lovable, His polden head amid
roguieh, laugling Ince reomed to radiate
sunehine. He wan nanghty through deeire
for amusemont, not to harm or aflend
othera ; and as he wae wholly lacking in fony
of punishment, he alwaye confessed his mier
deads frankly, merrily and unconcernadiy.

_and marched triumpbantly throogh lifelike

a young congueror, to the relrein ‘' juvival-
lera, juvivalleralera.’

Hea had never been whipped. ‘Vhen the
eonntass and his nur+e and pgoverness once
complained too bitterly of his misdecds,
and declared to hia father thut he waa
getting beyond their control, Count Lank.
witz formed the stern resolve 'o procure B
switeh, and one fine day s brand-new switch
appeared in the nursery, and the parente,
tollowed by the eervants, went thither ia
solemn pracoreion to explain to the child
the terrible meaning of this instrument,

Cyprian already stood before the new
scquisition, hi hands in the packeta af hin
tirat pair of tr weers, snd marticipsted his
fat or's =peech with the delightsd query :
*Thunder, papa, what is that jelly night
up thera ¥

The count looked very solemn, .

"That is s awitch ' eaid he, with verrible

emphasis.
*a awitch? What s it used for?

aeked his son, with a bewitching amile.
The count took it down with a somewhat
uneteady hand.
*Thin ewiich ia to whip you with, Uy prian,’
he bepgan, solemnly, but bis well prepared
little epeach was nipped in the bud by the

. ¢hild’ delighted erclamation :

*Vallaralera ' heeried, ruaehed up to his
amuzed father and pulled the awitch from
hia hand. *To whip with? Thaties fine !
And befors the horritied spectators could
reeover from their surpries, bie little hand

" wislded the birch, applying it vigorously

over Rosa's ehoulders and back. The
nuree fled, friend Valleral rushing alter
her, hia eyea dancing with enjoyment.

The noise died away in the di<tanca, the
connt mnd countess gaxed at each other,
speechless, until the mother burat inte
laughter and the father sighed resignedly : .

*It ia a faituve, Dorn. The switah is
there, to ba mure, bub Macter Cyprisn
chooses ko wield It himsell.'

Neudeck wur a handsnme old estate, bub
Coont Lankwitz realised that in modern -
titnes & considerable fortune is needed to
Leay up an estate, Rut the fortuns he
eould leave his son would be small, and
therefors wll his and his wife's hopes
ecsntred In an old wncle, little Yallersl's
god father, who, they hoped, would mnke
ths child his heir. Uncle Adolf was »
retired cavalry genoral, poerarssd n large
fortune, and was such a confirmed old
bachalor bhat there seemed little uar that
he, tha seprungenarian, would aver marry.

Uncte Adolf had announced his srrival
an Cyprian's filth birthday lor & vi-i
the parents had devoted their energion for
woeka ta drilling their unreliable litils son
for this momantous day. Unocle Adolf had
not been Iavoured by naturs ma regarded
outward charme, and wan most seneitive a8
1o his sppearance and eanily iosulted by the
faintest allusion v it )

Tha parenta confined thelr sfforta ohlefly
to preparing litla Vallarsl o make only
tha mont sgreenbls speeches ta hin ungls,
and, cgontrary ta theic expectations, the
e¢hild showed himseli most oblizing, snd
promieed to treat his srern uncle most
afeotlonntely, He kept his word.

© fret train.

LLATHROFP.

With secrat dalight tha parents sawhow
lovingly the boy treated the importanmt
guest, how much taken with him Uncle
Adolf was, and how the two bscame mare
and more friendly.

Goeets [rom the nelghbooring estmtes
amsambled for dinner, among them the
pretty, amuring, Fonng Baroness Bohden,
whom the general had already met in the
capital.

a strolled with her In the shady park,

-holding Cyprian‘s littls band tight clasped

ip his, prond and delighted that she child
wan s0 ready wnd wiliing ko rccompany
him, and thin was due to no ealcolating
motives on little Cyprian’s pars, bat be-
eause the old man, with his rongh carerses,
pleared blm, and had ali the charma of
novelky.

Ba, to the old bachelor's espacial satin-
faction, he Insinted upon ritting beside his
uncle at dinner, and aa he ¢ould gmpty his
glasa of ehampayne rlght bravaly with the
ald man, tha twa became tnore and mora
sociable. Unele Ado}f was hever handsome,
but wine Hushed hie face and madae ic
ludicrously uely.

Cyprian thought otherwies. Naver before
had he sean ruch 8 faco ; wnd a3 he admired
everything about Unela Adolt, he made vse
of & momentary pauss fn convarastion,
rested hia hand lovingly en the general's
arm, and gazed up into his face mans
alfectionately. .

*Oh, nnegle ! he .eried, anthuslsatieslly,
*What beantiful little bita of eyes youm
have. \What splendid big ears. What &
crimson nose snd such s lovely, big moush ;
you could eaeily put that melon in®it,"

The etlect ct thia love declaration was
indescribabla.  Uncle Adolph aat paralysed
with setonishment ; with crimeon chesks
the gnests gozed at thair plates or
choked and cooghed. Only Count mnd
Countess Lankwitz sat pale with deapair,
and knew, at thie momant, that the uncle's
will would certainly ba ditferent from what
they hoped.

The general was and remained potice-
ably out of bomper, rome from the table ab
s very early hour, and departed by the
Valloral continued to addrean
him lovingly, but tho general wae glooay
and abeent-minded, and eeemed scarcely to
notice hia little nephew’s advances.

*Now, all ise over, he is
and he will nover beocoms
viled I’ sobbed the counteas, and her
busband eighed his aesent, But they
were mistaken. Nothing seamed to po
wrong with merry ltktle Valleral, On
the contrary, he teemed Ao gspecial

farious,
recon-

favourite of fortune, wnd the more rash he

was, the more did ahe doy hia footateps,

Uncle Adolf died moet euddenly, and his
will made Cyprian scle heir, From the
diary found wmone his poseesaions, the
boy’'s parents learnsd what & blestiog
instead of, as they had femred, the roveras,
the boy’s worda st dinner had proved,

On that very day, Uncle Aduil bad been
nearer [ove making thwn ever baefore.
Cyprian's tendetners, his caresseoand atfos:
tionste wayn, had wwskened etrange
emotiona in the eolitary old bachelot's

heart. An indescribable longing for what
he had never posseesed, for love and
domestic happiness, filled him, And just

in this mood, fate Lhrew in hia way Baronsss
Bohden, whoss grace wnd oharpas had
slrendy attrected his mitention in the
capital, and who, I the purk at Neudeck,

. had fairly bowitched him with her preity

cogustry.

e had taken & eadden. passionate reso:
lution. After dinner, when wine had
loused his tongue, he would boldly venture
to luy his hears, hand and fortuns at
Baroness Bohden's feet.

A= Alice von Bohden waa pennilema and
dependent upon 1slativaes, the wenerat need
have fesred po vafuasl; but the thought of
being sccepted inersiy for his weaith tor-

mented his wenaitive heart, thireting
for love. But - the girl's dark
eyos guzed at him so tanderly, the
red lips s led so  charmingly, and

what thay said was sa delightful as though
Alics wers talkingz, not to sn old grey.
hufted invalil, but to the youngest of
handsome, irreslstible cavaliore. Hoalmost
persaaded himeet! that she reslly cared
for him. And then—

Thean came the catastrapha at tha table.
Cyprisn's child lips troly snd tenderly
uttared the fatal criticism of his apponr-
ance, which dld not offiend Lthe general:
but the lsughter, tha exchange of glances

. among the guests wounded him desply.

And mnab desply did Allee's hearticss
laugh, which she barely concenled with her
oapkin, oub him. She fencled herself

hiddem by the epergns, from tha genersl's
wluht, and did nnt rarpect 1has iv wan tha
whom he watched betwsen the are,
Hor mocking smile banished hin ilHlusions,
and he saw that Allca eoquettod far more
with she young officor at her mids than with

im.

Thas his belatad rdrsam of love wus
blighted, and littla Vallaral had pneon-
soioualy esrved his own fortune.

Aund It eontinsed thas, Thers are for.
tanate mortals who may do what thay will
withoot ever harming themselves, and
Cyprian was one of 1hess, Caroless,
amiling, ammoring, withour being fast or
dissipated, slways avreenble and winning,
he led s merry life, anderstanding ad-
mirably how to iotersst hin governesses
snd tutora ln anythisg rether than his
studios,

" He learned nothing, and yat knew enongh
to joln in any cohvarastion and to enterrain
pecple excellently with his amusing chat—
s Jhutterfly who basked in ‘the sunshine,
delightad evary eve, and wae wolcomed by
every Hower, and who yei was & careless,
:;ifle thing, withoat any sericus object in

.

The weak parents tormented themes!ves
with the thought thet their son would
never pass at examioation, or have a pra-
teazion, but Walleral's lnck did not de.
sort  him, He was clear-headed, and
the thooght of wearin a  handsome
huesar uniform flattared his vanity. YWhat
wonder’ that he FRnally became aerious
at his long detention, went ta work,
end actuatly parsed the necersary examina-
tion * to be rid of rchool booka,' mhd was
admitted to the army.

The parents wers overjnyed when they
could at last ambrace their twenty.year old
lieutenant and Valleral, witheut the
slighteat jden of the reality of army life,
departed for his new gurrison in a amall
country Wown. :

Bubordinution, eervice and respect wers
tarma which conveyed no meaning to him ;
that a captain is & being of great import-

" wnoe ta his youngest lisatenant, and espaei-

ally in & one-company station, was somae
thing inconesivable to Cyprian, Count
Lagkwitz, and highly amusing to the young
tyrunt of Neudeck. Up 1o this time he

" had been the iesder in every place that ha
" ehosn to honoar with his presence,and now,
- 10 and behold, & eaptain appeared vpon the
. bcene, 8 plain Mr von Angerschutz, who

dared address him in soch a manner thab
in hia firat indignation Count Cvprian des.
clared that the disgrace of an official sonb
could only bs wiped out with blood, -

The clest-headed, agroeubla Hrat lieu.
tomant of his company had greamt difficulty
in making the young hothead understand
the impossibility of the act; but when
Valleral had been serured on all sjdes that
a subordinate officer may not challengs his
superior on account of differences in matters
of drill, he good-naturedly sabmitted to
the inevitable, for his mooda were as vari-
able a9 April wenther, and when his honour
and reputation were not concerned, he was
perfectly willing to look &t mattera ob
their comical side.

. Thae captain was not an agreeable char.
acter. The duel which hia youngest lien.
tenant had planned bad, of courae, come
to hia ears, and he could not forgive Val-
loral’s unheard of arrogance. The young
oount who had taken all hearts by atorm
vexed and irritated him, and his crabb.d -
hatare now sought reliof in aonoyisg Val-
leral in every possible way.

But Vulleral tronbled himeeif no further
In the matter. As he now knew that he
was powserless agoinat his soperior in
allaire of rervice, ha shook off all angoy-
ances with eany good naturee In all
intercourse with Caprain von Angerechntz,
in burracks or exerciee place, he was gool-.
neera personitied, and this irritated his hot.
headed enemy more than he auapected ; but
on neatral ground, in the club or society,
it waa Uount Cyprian, the weslthy, jolly,
sureeabls heir, who could slways amuse
the jublic as well as himeelf by fresh Jittle
malicious acte, whioh drove the captain to
deapair,

On this noutral ground many a bikter
Bght teok place, carried on, on Cyprian's
part, in the best of tempers, on the cap-
taio's with ever-incressing rage and many
an lmprudent sct.  This uncqual conflicr
was watched wich sapecisl intereat by the
regimant.

Vulleral, slways nfabln, good eompany
and ever ready to he'p » comrads, had the
full sympathy of ali the men, aven to the
colonel, whom his youngest lioutenant's
tact and repartes highly amueed.  Anger.
schuta had never been populur, aud many a
cowrade eaw in Cyprian the mveoger of
of so light otfered o bimealf.

Vallersl occupied s bachelor apsrtment,
vory handsoms for the nize of tha town.
with atsblos and wardens, W hat wonder
then Lf cthe ides suddenly occurred to him
to keop & ram ! Krervnne laughsd and
thoughs it quite a la Valleral that the

- young officer bunied himweld for hours with

shis ram; and, in fast, (b waes romoured
that Count Lenkwits waz personally trwin:
Ing it. For what purposs? They racked
their brains ln wveio.  Was he about to
sarprise some littis daughrer of the regl-



