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as other girls are 1 if I could wee hat go to
charch and hnoel in prayer, redden at &
word of praite, re-fesl one by cne ms in &
new childhood the emotiona and aflections
of which she has lost all knowle:dge i and if
I could say that I hud browpht about the
changes, that [ had re-given her all the
bopea of vouth, and radeemed her for her
family and for lave, oli | my friend,” he ex.
claimed, grasping the dootora hand, *1
woald think myseif m god ; I would belleve
that I, tco, had created & human being, to
pos2ess Lwosouls and to lve two livea—hara
and mina, She would seem to belong o
me ; I would think that destiny hal sent
her, snd [ would take her to m3y mother as
it aliw were an angel. 1 think I would go
mad with joy. 1fitonly were trus I’ And
hi+ head fell forward in his hands as he
sobbed violeutly. .

*My treasure ' They waore the worda
spoken by & familiar veica apon the plaza
He jumped up resolutely, and, turning to
the doctor, mald: ¢Leave mse.' They
grarpod hunds warmly, and the dostor went
4k Onge,

The Jjsutenant remuined standing in the
mlddle of the room for & few moments,
Jost im thought,. then stepping to the
window, openad it and lookad out. It was
a calm, clear, heaatilul night. He could
sen tha whole village, the roofs, the de-
served sireets, the harbaur and the shore,
the een guiet and still, snd far away the
Sieilian wountaina j and over it all fell the
brilliant white light of the full moon. *If
1 could oonly partake of this peace' he
thought, and with a sigh bhe lzsaned out of
the windew, and looking down aaw Caraela
ssated before the doar.

*Carme!s 1’ he called.

My dear '

¢ Whay ura you doing?¥

*Whatam [ doing? [ am waiting, you
know. I am waiting for you.'

'] am coming down ta open the dear.'

Carmelas clapped her hands in joy.

The door opaned and the officer appenrad
with & light 1ts his hand, Curmelia ente red
and taking the cundie patesd in front of
him and clsmbed the staira hurriedly, and
saying : ‘come dear, give me your hand,
she dragged him after her.

When thev reached his reom he had her
slt in frant of him ; and patlently, as he had
done so often before, he rehearzed hie trinls
and mistorrunes; he invented new ones,
expei imenting in different woys, apesking
slowly, thoughtiul y ~simulaling love, hate,
anger, desperation, pain.  She would look
at him atteatively, and when he had tinished
she wonld a:k, laughing :—' What is the
matter ! or she would murwmur : *Poor little
darling, 1 picy you ! wund she would take
bin hands and kire them, feeling apparently
the deepeat sympathy,

¢Carmels !’ heexclaimed at lust.

* What do yon want ¥

*Come here,’ and he maotivned her to
come to him. She approached slowly, lock-
ing aL him lavingly, snd then she suddenly
fell intn hia arma, Kiseing hitm and whisper:
ing: * My dear. my duerling.’ He pasved
hia arm sround her waist and drew her
down upon hie knee mod held her eo,
stroking her hair, looking intently inro her
eyes. Nhe gob up of a rudden, and eeemed
to be thinking of something. She finally
murmured & few words, which be did not
hear at ftirat, 3he repeated them: 'He
will leave me.’

The officer saw a ray of hope, and rs-
mained stient, watching her anxiocualy.
Carmela was thoughtful or seemed tu be tor
s moment longer; then smiling eirangely,
but ot in her usual way, he could her say :
« Two wontha—two months I’

He could hardly reetrain a cry of joy at
thie evitence of & partial retorn of Lhe
reasoning facaitien. At thut instant
Carmela rolsed her head, saw & high hat
pear her, snd with & buarst of laoghter
anatohed it mp, put it on and began to
dance around the room.

*(Curmela,” cried the officer sadly.

But the remonstrance only ssemed to in-
creane her sxcitemant,

{Carmela,’ he cried agaln and then ran
after her, but she ruehed down the stwire
and wha gnon oot of his resch in the very
centre of the p!aza, laughing and dancing,

He returned wnd could eee her from hia
window.

sUstme'a] Carmelal’ he sobbed, and
@¢nvering his faoe with hia handa lLie fell
upon & chair.

The followinrg morning he called at the
doctor's houese st & vory early huvar, A
glance at his face ehowed that he wasin
need of onmfort und arvice, which were st
once Invishly bestowed, At firet the officer
reemed to listen, buk scon was lost In
thought. Suddenly he brightened up and
said 1

‘It in strange that I had oot thought of
it befors.’

¢0Of what T asked ths doctor.

He did not answar, but drew hils chair up
to the table, sand wrote rapidly for some
minates. When he had finished, he resd
as follows ;

Dran Lizorkxant.—I shell ba brief, as
Is the ouatoms amang militery men, I am
stationad at Pantellaria, lo command of the
d ion af whioch you wers in charge thros
yonrs ago, duringthe wonth of July, Aogusk

and September. In this village I have met
a girl about sighteen ysars of sge, Carmals
by name. Bhe bas been iarsne lor about
two yesra. repors sayi on your account I
understand Lhat you have baen informsd of
sll the particulars, and know what hae bap-
pened since your departure from the jelund,
as weall as tha ganerai traits of her insanity.
I have taken groat intereat in her unfor-
tonate condition, and am now making every
ellort to rastore her lost reason. In this
endeavour I have imitated your dress, I
learned to sing and play a8 you did. Iin-
formald mynslf of your habite, [ tald her [
loved her. 1 tried to make her bsliave that
I was you—all apparently to no avail. 1
onnnot expread the radnesa that has gome
over ms at seping my hopea aliattered. Que
chance alone remsine, and my ability to
make nes of it muet oumea from yon, The
beet sothorities atate that the ineane may
often be cured by repralucing for them
with thes utmocst exactitude every minute
particnlsr of some great event that occurred
prior to tusir deprivation of reason, though
it may or muy nobt have been the direct
cause of it. 1 bave thought that repeating
for Curmela in thin way the ecene of your
doparture might prove efficacious. T made
inguiries of several in bhe village, but only
suncceeded in eliciting the fact that you loft
in the evening, and thab belore leaving you
dined with the mayor and several others,
\What happened at that dinner they do not
recall, or recall only in part. I beg vou to
give ma there dotails ; it will cast you tittle
anid may confer great happiness upon me.
Wrice me all you ramember ; tell me whao
waera thers, ail that waa suid ; deacribe the
actione—everything. And, nbova all, try
to pive me the oxact time and carrect order
of asch incident. Ilo this for me, and I
shall ba gratefnl for the restof my days. I
sdd nothing elsa ; I rely upan the nobility
of your heart.

With a cordial handshake from yout
camrade in arma, [ remnin anxiously await.
ing your reply.

* What do yoo think of it *

* Beauti ully coneeived,” snawersd the
dovtor, who had listensd with the closeat
attention while be read ; * but do you know
his nama ? bis regiment? Whete he is
atationed now !

" The mayor knowe all th

' Do you think thas he will answer ¥

I think o’

And he did answer—he answerad with &
letter of vight pages, He eave ali the
desired particalars, mentioned the peopla
who were there, stated the aubjecta of con-
veraation, described Lhe epeeches, all in tha
order in which they occarred ; but not a
word beyond that--naot a word about
Carnnela; not & word that did not refer to
the dinner snd to nis departure ; nota word
beyona the mere answers required by the
licutenant’s goestiona; not & remark of
sympusthy. Butperbapsthe very formality
of his reply was an atlempt at concealment
of the remorae he felt—a remoree toa deep
to be expressed by the ordinary worde of
sorrow and regret. In sending his letter,
ha had only eaid : " At one in the morning
tha hoat left. Good bye." And then the
name.

" I underatand,’ anid the doetor, when his
friend had finished resding the letter, 'I
now understand why no one of the many
prezent ut that dinner has a very clear recol-
legtiun of any of the detaile. No wonder
their memory faile; the wine flawed mo
frasly.’

That same day they began preparations
for this last great experiment. They went
to the mayar, the justice, the receiver, and
all the othaer afficinle, with whom they were
now more or lesa on terms of intimacy.
The doctor, with the arpuments of science ;
the officcr, with simple earnestness of
appenl, by reasoning, explaining and
demonstrating, at (ast evceseded in making
each ons understond what was expected of
hima. This assistanze thus azsvred, nothing
remained bui to rehearss the part each
was to act. They eent lor Carme's's
mother, but she needod few explanations
—lers than many othera of the gond perple
whao ware not quick Lo comprebend matter
of that natore. :

Carmela had not been fesling well these
Inat few dnye, and had remained at home
most of thetime. The officer and doctor
want to look for her, Hhe was rentsd on
the Boor near Lhe door, with her back to
the wail. Whan ehe saw them she gobt op,
but much more slowly then uaual, and ap-
proached the lieatenant. She tried to kies
him. ani murmured the wonted words.

* Carmeln,” said the lisutanant, * we have
newe for youo.' -

NMows? Nowa? Nows?' repeated Carmela,
amoothing the officer’s facs with ber
band, : .

*I am going awsy to-morrow.’

‘]I am goiog awsy to-morrow,' repeated
Carmela.

‘1, [ am gring away. I am golng to
loave the village. I am going to leavs
with all my roldiers. I am going on the
stanmer and shall be carried away.'

*Far awsy—flor nway,'muttered Carmels,
lonklng in the direction the officer had
mwotioned. Fuor a nivmunt she seemed to be
thinhing of romathing—then shewald ¢

“The steamer—the atsamer,

that

]

sgokea ¥ and she tried agaln to Kina the
officer, calling him by ths &ccustomed
pame,

at the fuintest aign,’
whaking his head.

*You ma repeat It," whirperasd the
dogtor; ' but babtar wait until Ister.’

And they want swsy, after having told
Carmela not to tollow them.

Thao dinner had been planned for the
morrow, That same evening lound Car-
tmels avain seated in front of the officers’
quarrers.  Ha called her in as scon as he
entared, and they found his orderly, ao-
cording to the directiona that had been
Riven him, quite intant upon packing. Tha
table, the ch. . bhe aufa all covered with
linan, clothing, booke, and papars thrown
together in confuelon ; and the man was in
the ¢ontre of tha room, stowing the difler.
ent articlas away in cuses,

At first sicht of this dicorder Carmela
seemed surprised, and looked gueatisningly
ab tha officer.

‘1 am preparing to leave,’ said he.

Carmela locked around tha room again,
knitting her brows, He had never ssen
her de that before, and watched ber atten:
tively.

*lam poing faraway; I am golog by
the ateamer.'

' Going by the ateamer ¥

*Yes, I om goinyg to morrow night.’

* To morrow night? sha repeated, nnd,
esping his guitar on m ehair, she touched
the stringe gent'y.

*Are yoo not sorry [ am poing away?
Are you not sorry you will ses me no
more ¥

Carmela looked at him eteadily, and
then lowsred her head and reemed to be
thinking, He did not disturb her, but ap-
peared ta ba busily engaged in piving hia
orderly directions ab.iut ths packing.
She kept hor eyea fixed on them, without
making the slightest movement or utter-
ing a sound. He dJdid not allow her to
remain there long, but after a faw minutes
said :

‘Come Carmela, you must not stay,’' and
taking her gently by the arm be Jed her
toward the door. BShe turned arcund and
put out her arms toembrace him.

‘No, you muet not,’ aoid the otficer.

Carmela stamped her foot two or threa
times ; and then, unconncicus that ehe had
juet been repulsed snd now meeting with
no resistance, ehe aguin extendad her arms
and paseed her lips over hia cheskn with
that vacant exprussion Reen sowmetimnes on
thelaces of thoas whose minds are Hlled with
many thoughta, but who are contining the
attontion to no particular object.

*Dgee this denote improvement? he
nnk:-d himaelf, *If God would oniy have it
b0 )

bo thooght,

The next morning he remained indoors,
and would nobt se¢ Carinela, although he
knew that fho was eeuted outside wailing
for him, Theafternoon was fully oceopicd
in reheareing for the eveniug. liis apart-
ment conaisied of two rocnis and & kitchew §
between his bedroen: wnd the entrance at
the hemd of the etaire wae a larger room,
with windows opening on the pleza, It wae
in this that he intended to give the dinner,
The hotslkseper next door Tent him a large
table and came himeell, an he had do.e
threa years before, Lo prepars there w few
special dishes Lthat were necersary.

The dogtor arrived first that svening
about ning o'oglock. * She ia just autside,’
he enid e he pntered, ! She told ma that
ehe had not 2gen you to-day, I msked her
if ehe fels well, and rhe locked st me and
ancwered ' Stenmboar,” and without a
emile, Who knows what was going on in
that little head ' Giod mlone. la every-
thing srranyged for your guests ¥

Huving settlad & faw tinaf detsils regard-
Ing the position at table, thsy had enly to
decide upon the best way for prerwniing
ons or two of the ecenes of this drama,
Theae minor ditfiruities had juet been dis-
posed of when they heard the sound of vaicea
and tresding of feet.

* Hers they are,’ suid the doctor, and he
locked oot of the window, ' Yee, they are
here.’

The orderly went dowm Lo open the
dnov, while the doctor lichied the candlen
that were placed st tho four oorners of Lhe
table.

' How my heart bente,' antd the officer,

'Courage, couraye !’ whiaperad his friend,
gragping hia hand. Then they heard
Carmels exclaim : * I, too, wm going on the
steamer,’ and she clavped her hands,

"Courage |' repusted the doctor n hin
Iriend’s ewr. 'Have you heardt Khe bevine
to think ; tharie a vood sign. CLouwrsge.
Here are your guesta !’

‘The door opened, and ths mayor, 1he
justice and the athers who hed met at the
café came in emiling, W hils the offiver was
greeling them and lirst thanking one snd
then annther, tho dootor whispored a fow
words to the serrant, and ha hastened down
the steire.  In & mument he returned with
Cnarmols, and parsed intc the other room
with her without any one showing that he
was sware of her j:resence.

* Let un bo ventedd,’ said the lisutenant,

The squeaking cauwed by tha chalra
baing drawn up to the table, and Lho buss

of conversation complataly drowned the
moise the servant mede §n brying ta hoid
CUarme'a buck. who, sxcluimug, 1 have
not svon him for a whole day,' hud tried to
rush to tha lieutensnt. The ordetiy wno-
¢oeded in restraining her, and placing a
chair near the door Inreed her into ib
None af thoge present turned toward her
or looked at hor, and she soon became
quiat.

Tha rattle of forks, kuives, platea and
glansen than began aad incressed pradually,
with the addilional dircord of voices en-
gaged in the mors or less succesaful attampt
1o overp wer each othey, All except tha
doctor and the lisntenant ate heartily, and
drank freely of the good wina that had
bean provided, They bagan by praising
tha virtuos of the soldiers, the corporals
and eerveants, theie valour and cuurtesy §
they praired Lhe wine, but Lhe conversation
finally depgenarated to that last af all tapics,
the wenthar. 1t was remarked that it
would be a basutiful night for the trip.
Then followed a repetition of the former
Jaudations of tha soldiers, and a renewed
dincuesion of the trip they wera to tuke.
Their voicen grew louder, their langhter
more boisteroun, and the rapidity with
which the plasses wara being emptiod
cnueed thair faces to glow and their ayes to
sparkle, \Yords tollowed each other with-
onk apparent meaning or connection, and
ungonecionsly each ons had taken hie part
sariously and acted to perlection, [iot try
as he might the officer cculd not enter into
tha seane with the epirit that he had con-
sidered necasrary, thouph tha on'y ona who
noticed it was thy doctor, whose attention
was divided between the two—tha officer
and Curmnrla  ¥he had remained mationles
throughout the entire dinner, waiching
closely every slizhtesr. mavement. Three
soldiers anteretl and enrried ont severs
trunks that had been piled near tha door.
Carmals's eye: were fasiened upon them
until they withdrew entirely, whon her
nttention was once more directed to the
table,

The doctor whispered to the mayar.

‘A toast ' exclaimed the latter immedi
ately, a8 he nrose with diticulry, ho'ding
the zlase in his hand, * & toast to the health
of oor geallant lieutenant, We grieve at
hir depotture, but ha will ever rexnnin as &
sweet memory in our hearts,' Heathen pro-
posed three cheers for the lieutenant, and
they all arore, and noi:ily elinking their
glasees, epilling tha wine in doing mo, they
gave thres hearly cheere. The mayor fel
heavily in bia chair. A few other tousts
were given, and Lhe talk about the roldiers
wnd the trip was sgain renewed, The
doctor sugpezestad that | he receivor give pne
of his favourite songs; reversl othera re-
quested it, and the receiver yielded. He
eang only & few stunzas before e was inter-
rupted by the laughter and joking of two of
hia friends who were seated nenr him.

The officer tonk sdvantage of m slight
lall and cried, * My turn, oy turn now |
and they wera all silent, He took up his
guitar and tuned it. He was pale and his
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