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ELECTRIC TRAMS.

cate to take over the tramways in the larger
towns in this colony, and to inaugurate a mew
systetn of electric tramways, has drawn attention to the
subject ofelectric locomoiion. Few persons have any ac-
quaintance with the subject, and in view of the interest
which will ceotre in the matter when the various City
Councils discuss the proposition, it has seemed to me
worth while to give some description of a system of
electric trams now running in the colonies. The experi-
ence of Hobart can scarcely fiil to be of value and interest
to us when propositions for the same or & similar system
is under discossion.
Oune of the most important enterprises that Hobart can

THE proposal recently made by an English syndi-

city. The traffic returns sbow & bandsome profit over
ordinary working expenses, and if it were not for the
fact that the Company is saddled with two directorates,
otie in London and the other in Hobart, good dividends
could be paid. The Company started with & capital of
105,000 £1 sheres, go,o00 of which were issucd, two-
thirds heing held in England. They slso obtained from
Parliament a free right for ever to construct lines in any
part of the city and suburbs of Hobart.

At present there are three routes in operation, viz.,
¢ The Cascade,” which runs from the Railway Station
through FPark and Macquarie-streets to the Cascade
Brewery and gardens, where one can either sample the
celebrated ale or partake of strawherries and cream, ac-
companied by harmless flirtation witi the Hobart belles
amongst the shady fern tree bowers. It is needless to
say that I tried ' baith,' so as to be ahle to give an nu.
biassed opinion to my better half when I returned to
New Zealand, The distance is 210 chains, the gradients
being one of t in 23 for 10 chaina; oneof t in 27 chains;
the average rise is I in 40.

No. 2 route, designated Sandy Bay, commences at

ELECTRIC TRAM CAR

IN HOBART.

ENGINE AND DYNAMO ROOM, HOHART ELECTRIC TRAM COMPANY.

hoast of is their electric tram system, which, with the
exception of two $mall suburban lines in Melbourne and
Sydney, is one of the best and most complete in the
Australssian colonies, and one that we trust will speedily
be copied throughout New Zealand. The cost is much
less than cither the cable or horse systems, and is con-
sidered by experte to be far guperior, and the coucensus
of public opinion is decidedly in favour of electric trams
as shewn by the following figures. The line was opened
for trafic in September, 1893, and up to the end of
Jatnary, 1895. a period of 16 months.the cars ballcovered
490,088 miles, having carried no less than 3,038,073 pas-
sengers, The population of Hobart is about 3,000, sosDY
ooe can form so ides how thesystem is availed of in that

Junction of Macquarie and Murrsy-streets and runs
through most picturesque suburbs until it reaches its
destination, s most charming seaside resort, greatly fre-
quented by holiday-makers, who can cither revel on the
lovely beach lolding sweet communion with Nature, as
well as her daughters, or partake of the delights of the
beautiful tea gardena and ferveries. As Sandy Bay ison
the main line to Brown's River {or Kingston), and the
country being undulstiog, magnificent views can be ob-
tained of the lovely harbour and surrounding islands,
The distance is 278 chains, and the gradients are very
steep, oue being 1 in 24 for six chaioa. There are three
severe curves, one having a §7 foot radius,

No. 3 route, Wewton atid South Glenorchy, runs from

the corner of Elizabe h-street through the busiest por-
tion of the city, and continues on through opne of the
maost beautiful suburbs of Hobart. From the top of the
car the ¢ve becomes enchanted with the lovely vistas of
the Derwent River and surrounding champaign, which
is dotted here and there with beautiful mansions and
lovely gardens. The distance is 270 chaius, and the
gradients are one of t in 16 for 6 chains, une of 1 in 17
for 23 chains; ove of 1 in 20 for § chains ; one of t im 22
for 1o chains, Theroadsare constructed of 4olbs vignoles
rails laid in pairs, joined withordinary fish platesand boits,
and spiked down to hardwood sleepers, placeil at about
3 foot centres.  OUwing, however, to the rails being old
railway iron, and alse lying disused a considerable
pericd before the cars began to rum, the road is not so
smooth as one tould desire, but this is speedily being
rectified by replacing with heavier metal and rebuilding
the road. The regulation speed is 12 miles on the level,
and ¥ miles up any of the grades with loaded cars.

The system adopted is known as the overhead one,
patented by the eminent electricians, Messrs Biemens
Bros., of London, who were the sole contractors for the
plant and machinery, which was erected under the able
supervision of Mr A, C. Parker, the present electrical en-
gineer and manager at Hobart. The electric station off
Macguarie-street 1s one of the show places, consequently
1 paid it a visit, and was courteoasly shuown through the
works by Mt Parker, who explained the mudus operandi
to me. 1 am also greatly indebted to Mr Gould, for
accompanying me over the different routes. This
gentleman is related to Canons Gould, of Otabubu and
Uamaru, both of whom 1 am well acquainted with, con-
sequently my visit of mspection was made doubly
interesting and gratifying.

AN ARTIGLE ABOUT AUTOCRAPHS.

A LEGEND is current in certain commercial circles con-
cernigg a city merchant who wrote three different
signatures. One of these auntographs was ounly under-
stood by himself, the second could only be unravelled
by his secretary, while the third was a dark and inscrut-
able mystery to both of them, and to everyone else as
well.

Mr Henry Irving writes a sinuous, gladiolated hand,
which has often puzzied and perplexed his correspon-
dents, and sometimes mystifies even his viost intimate
friends., Some time since a friend asked him for seats
for his family to witness the play of Henry VIII. Mr
Irving, in response o this request, scrawled across hall
a sheet of note-paper the words, *Lyceum Theatre,
Yrivate Box, ete.’ In the afterncon the gentlenian hud
occasion to send to the chemist's a prescription for in-
fAuenza, and, by some niistake, the note from Mr Heanry
Irving was sent instead. But the chemist was not to he
beaten, and a bottle of medicine was duly returned with
the theatre-pass carefully enclosed.  This story will be
readily believed by aoyone who has seen Iryving hand-
writing. Tlut it seems to matter but little whether a
man's signature be legible or otherwise so loug as his
name and fame be notorious. This being the case, his
autograph will be sought after aand prized by those
ardent folk who deal in such things, and that such a
husiness is profitable as well as pleasureable the follow-
ing authentic details amply prove :—

Mr Gladstone is of opinion that Milton was the first
author to sell a manuscript. He received (5 for it.  It's
title was ' Paradise Lost.” Ia wondrous contrast to this
was the sale of a number of Tennysou’s autograph M.
poems in 1883, The M3, of his popular poem * Mand’
realised the sum of £i11. *The Brook ' changed hands
for £5t; fDedication of Poems to the Queen,’ with »
note at the end to John Moxon. £30; *The Daisy,” 424
108 ; * Stanzas Addressed to Rev, H, D, Maurice,' £23;
and *The Letters,' 4% 105. At an auctionio New York
a year ago, Poe’'s manuscript of ‘ The Bells,' was put up
for dispesal, and brought in the sum of £45. At a sale
in Parts in 1892, the autograph of Bismarck realised the
sum of 44 103 ; the signiture of Ring Humbert of Italy
broughe £1 55 into the exchequer. A beautifully clear
letter ami signature of the Jate Czar of Kussia were
hended over for £'3. A signature of HL.R H, the I'riuce
of Waules brought in 18s; while that of Presideut Carnot
realised 158, Turhing for a moment to the celebrities of
the past, it is interesting to uote thal the signature of
Queen Elizabeth is now worth £'15; while that of Lueen
Anue will only realise 30s. As & strikiog vontrast to
this, it is also a noteworthy fact thut poets’ signatures in
the past have always been cousidered more valnable than
those of queens and other royal potentates.

In the year 1455 a signature of Shakespeare was pur-
chased by the sultiorities of the British Museum for 3w
guineas. The same notable contrast obtaius in the pre-
sent.

In June, 1891, a letter of her Majesty Queen Vicloria
realised the sum of 47 while a letter written hy the
poet Shelley changed hauds for £9 155, aad was re-
garded as a great bargain at such a low hygure.

A letter of Martin Luther’s, with a signature attached,
was recently disposed of for the respeciable amount of
£726. This letter of the great reformer was dated 1528,
and was in an excellent state of preservativn. The
quaint, fantastic signature of QJueen Elizabeth, atiached
te a State documient on vellum, thouygh seriously damagedl
by damp, recently sold for £7. Two and a half pages of
a letter written and signed by 1LR.H, the Duchess of
Teck may be secured by the nominal sum of 8s; whilst
the sighature alone of the fated Maric Antoinette is cou-
sileted to be worth £4. In contrast to this, a letter
written by Louis XVI0.. of Frunce, the hushend of the
unfortunate Marie, is offered for ibe sum of 10s. Thirty
shillings is the price now demagded for the characteris-
tic signature of the ambitivus Napoleon Honaparte.

A single page written by the late Yrince Consort is
valued nt two guioeas: but half that amount will pur.
chase a loug letter by our present Prince of Wales,
The autograph of H.R.H. the Princess of Wales has
recently been sold for the low sum of seven shillings sad
sixpence, while, strange to relate, nn original sutograph
telegram in the same Koyal handwritiog is valued at fAve
guilieay,




