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TROUT FISHING AND TROUT STREAMS.

{BY THE WARRIGAL.)

NE of the beet fishing streamas in the Sonth Island i
the Upper Sslwin, To the lover of the gentle art,
or to the holiday-maker who seeka & change from

town lifs, there are not many places that offer more atirae.
tions. The stréam is ensily reached. A joorney of thirty.
eight miles takes one to Coalgate. At Coalgate the river
emerges from the Malvern Hills and
enters on lus course scrom the wide

he takes aannod spprociats this high part of the river as ite
fall valuae. Coalgase or Glent 1 are bis , for ba
can get on 1o tha best fishing water from bis hotel, and s
geserally sure of a decent basket. Bt angling has more
pleasures than s big basket, though too many people know
them not. To the townsman tired of atufly office and duaty
stroets the pecnliar wildnasa and freedom of the New Zea-
land river bed shounld have strong charms. The low fats
with their thickets of broom or manaka, the stretchea of
tussock where the hares and rabbita lis so closs, the minia-

tlear pools and the swift eaol rapids of thoss npland riven.
is does nos take such & mirong experisnoe as mine to
maks one appreciste such a river as the Upper Belwin.
Angler or artist, or health-seaker, goologist or botanisg
bave s fips field there. Make a party and got & earrier o
earb bants and provisions so some broad fias where the birch
forest slopes down to the water's adge, cscsp there, and to
thost who love nature or ontdoor exerciss thers la abnn-
denee of pleasure. The sporiaman to the river, the botanist
to the foreat or %0 the sheltersd ravines that penetrate the

Cauterbary Plaine, The Bluff Hotel
is only & few yards away from the rail-
way station and about s stone’s throw
from the river. Host Hickson knows
bow to cater for anglers, and his trap ie
slwaya at their service if they wish to
go 1ar afield.

Tha river at Coalgais is admirable for
fishing. Below the bridge it raps clear
and swift over a bed of shingle throagh
s wilderness of gorse snd broom. There
in only & mile or two of good fishing -
helow the bridge, for in dry weather
the stream has s weakness for disap-
pearing under the stones, only to amerge
here and there before it rushes ont as s
river again to empty iteell inte Lake
Eileasmare, Abovae the Conlgate Bridge
the river hogs the foot of s huoge
basaltic hlnf, tambling over bars, foam-
ing around big rocks, awirling in deep
pools, good fishing ground ensily acces.
sible.

‘There in & lot of fshing water avail-
able about Coalgate and sbove Coal-
gate. A mile or so farther up the
valley there is Glentunnel and Clayton's
Hotel, another place where anglers can
find accommodation quite close to the
stream. Beyond Glentonpel, at the
terminns of the railway, is Whiteeliffs,
a good Bsbing eentre, but possessing no
hotel. Stiil Host Hickson, of Coalgate,
or Clayton, of Glentunnel, will drive
anglers far beyoad Whiteclitfa if neces.
sary, and then pick them eop when

- they are tired of fiehing down stream,
or if they Gsh up stresm will meet

Conter, pheto,

them with the trap abt cectain times in o certain place to

save them the walk back. -

Beyond Whiteclifa the river winds through a series of
plcturesque gorges in the hille, holding big fish in it deep
pools. A wild romantic country here, & solitude rarely
broken, clear water coming from a bundred streams, clear
air touched with the perfume of birch forests, eool air too, tor
the river bed is a thousand feet above sea level, and the hille
on each hand rise to a height of three thousand feet or more.
The aogler who finds all bie pleasare in the nomber of finh

THE HEAD OF A POOL.

ture sand dunes swept np by fierce not’-wester or fiercer
@ood, the secinded swamp with its fringe of raupo and giant
rushes —haunt of wild dnck and pukaki.

To Australians especially tront-fishing in this eonniry
shonld be very attrastive. Iremember so well coming over
from a hob, dry Aostralian sommer, from 127 degreos in the
shade away morth of Milparauha, from etagnant water at
6d & backet, from drought and glare, fromn thet missrable
diet of bread and toogh matton, out to that high plain to
the soath of Coalgate, and I shall never torget vhe deep

hills, the geologist to creek bed or rock strewn slopes. To
fish and fish in such = place and only to catch one speckled
trout in one long sommer day is enongh reward, for one is
obtalning health with every hour in that high altitode,
And the Gahing—every throw gives expectation, every toneh
of the line & thrill. Soch fishing water—rapide foaming
over bars ioto deep ponls where big fish lia. To throw the

- By across the pool, to send & creeper down the mapid, to

drop & live bully into the Liggest swirl. What expecoation
Renlised sometimes by the quick tug at the line, the whir
of the reel, then the rushb of the fish,
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WHERE B1G TROUT LIE

the battle between plack and skill, 10
say pothing of the laxury of broiled
trout on a drift-wood fire mud A camp
appelite. B

Sowe splendid basketahave been made
in the Upper Belwin, Hunt took 37ibs
weight with the fly in one day this
setoon.  Others have taken baskota of
from 51hs to 201be, and the fish ron from
balf & ponnd to three ponnds—nob such
monsters ae one gete in the lower waters
of the sume sbream, or in the groat soow
rivers, bot being canght on fine tackle
and in swift water, they give perhaps
more sport than the seven and ten
pounders near the sea.

The illuatrations accompanyiog thiy
article show portions of the Selwin
above the Whitecliffs Bridge, and water
from which many & good basket of fiah
bave been taken—realgood tront-Gebing

. water. Coates (who took the photo-
graphs) and [ fished this part in the
early season, Costes worked up the
river and caught 19 fish, weighing 174
lbs, in sboub six honra I worked
down the river over water that had been
fished that day by seven rods, and
canght sleven fish weighing abont six
poands.

——— —

Watch yoor const’ence ; if it approves
of sverythiog you do it e nn indication
that yon are becomiog cooeeited.

To make s good mateh it s not neces:
aary for aithar the msn or the woman
to hare an extra sapply of brimatons,



