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HE Aunckisnd Edueation Board doss nod st sil ap-
T prove of the proposal of the Radlway Departmens to
allow she poorer ehildren in onr publie sohools to enjey she
school ezcumsionn orgsnissd by the Department *free,
gratis, and for nothing.’ Tha Board sntertains a dread that
if the proposal were sarried Into effest it wonld pauaperise
the children. Nonmsense 1 Why should it panperise
the ehildrent This is an old cry, and it iz schoed oo
often withont much 1 Granting the troth
of the general contention that we should ba careful nof to
do suythisg that would meake poverty sonssions of ite
dissbilities or deprive it of thas independent spirie
which i 8o often fonnd in noble aseoeiation with it—grans-
Log sll that, we ara surely not to refrain from giving aid to
the suffering, or comfort and enjoyment to the sorrowing and
distrensed. £till less are we bo ba daterred from affording the
ehildren of the poor, or compatatively poor, what amnsement
it liee in onr power to give hecanse we fenr it mAY * paoper-
v’ them, [If the membars of the Board object vo the free
pasees in themselves, then on the same grounds they shonld
object to the reduction of fares which wers made for she
children, for the intention of both was o give the little ones
an outing at & rate which would be within the limite of their
parents’ pueses. But the Boards objection, one gathers,
was not 80 moch to the free passea s to the distine-
tion which their partisl introdustion made g the
children of the schools. It seemed to them to single
ont the ochildren of prosperous parents from the
children of comparatively indigent omes. Bot is nob
that diatinction made pretty clear as ib is by the fact that
the poorer children eannot et the money—small thoagh
the sum is—for the tripat The litile onss are resdy
enough ko tell their why they t go on the
excarsion, and the semee of their poverty is quite ma
mach impressed on them sa if they wers allowed a free
pass on the terme saggested by the Department. If there
was any fear of * pauperising ’ these terms would quite diesi-
pate it, for the intention is to isane the free pamses as
rewards of merit. Gained in that way the yonngsters will
look on them, not ss charitable doles, buk s prizes which
thoy bave galoed by their own efforts, For pity's sake do
pot let any bogey of ¢ panperiem * hinder us from letting the
children enjoy these railway excursiona. The ides of the
youngeters being panperised would never have occnrred to
suy broad-minded person in this conoection.

HE idea of a Scenery Preservation and Restoration
Society, of which Measrs Tregear and Reid are, I

d d, the joint hoes, oughot to have every eocour-
agemant.  What such » soeiaty might bave done fn the
ently daye, not only for Wellington, where itiis now propossd
to otganise one, hut in Donedin and Auckland only those
who have llved long in these cities ean naderstand. ‘Whera
are now the forests which used to clothe the hills arcund
Wellington harbour, or the wealtb of pohutakawa which
used to form a crimson fringe to the blne waters of the Waite-
mata. They have long sgo fallen before utilitarisnism in
the shape of sxe and saw. No socisty, nnlesn posnessed of
the megie powers of Amphion, ean ever hope to restors the
tich and primeval vegetation to those bills, or re inveab
thoss bays with the wonderful beauty they once possessed.
§till,  soclety on the Wellington lines has plenty of work
hefore it in the way of preserving whatever remains of

those ha could see with his mind’s sye—~so well.cared for,
»0 healthy, so well-clothed. 16 waa thair elothing thas
pariicularly struck Me Fessey—ao be says; i0 wassuch &
contrash 0 the ragged garmenta of the London waite. He
told himself thas where all she children were habitually so
well clad thers must be & good deal of old elothlag, and so
ha determined, if possible, to start & society whoee object
would be the oollection of sast off jurenile clothing lor the

A WELLINCTON FESTIVAL CHORAL SOCIETY.

{BY TELEGRAPH—OWN CORRISFONDENT.}

T the mesting of the Wellington Festival Choral
Bociety on Friday evening thers was & very large
sttendance. BirJames Prendergaat, who presided,

purposst of sending is Home. Mr Feasey ralled o bl
of charitably-disposed ladies snd laid bare hisacheme. It was
not warmly embraced. People and proas looked saksnce ab
i+ Eventually, however, Mr Fessey carried his point and the
Society Is an amomplished fact. I must say [ feel sym-
pathatic towards it, althongh the amount of actual good i
may sctomplish should not be marvellonsly great. I would
nob think of classing it as some have done in the same eate-
gory as Mr Btiggins’ organisation for sending * Bannel veakits
to the littla niggers in cantral Afriea’ Nor do I think that
the argnment that Engiand ia rich enoogh to look after ber
own poor Is & very losive one against the sch
Doubtless England has great wealth, and could do a great
deal more for her poor than she does, but the fact still
vemains that thousands of her lttle ones sre starving from
oold in the great cities. The guestion is, can we halp them
out of onr abundance? If we can, sfter meeting whatever
demands poverty at our docrs may make on na, it is aurely
oar Christian daty to do so without thinking whether thers
are others more able to aseist, on whom the starving ones
have greater claims. If the good Samaritan had reasoned in
that way the man who fell samong thieves might have lain
on the Jericho road till he died.

N unknown eorrespopdent in Christchurch—a lady, I
presuma, from the hand writing and the sentiment—
writes me complaining that she did not receive a aingle
walentine on the 14%h of last month—8t. Valentine's Day—
and aske me if all these dear old eostoma are dying ont.
Alasg, I am afraid they are, and that the day will come—may
it not ba in our time—when the interchange of Chri
eards will be & thing of the past. James Payn, in a recent
note, attributes the decadence of the cld costom of sending

{ d to the adrant: the Society offered to those who
took an intereat in music, and pointed ont that the sljecta
of the Society wers the cultivation of s taste for voeal and
instrumental musie of a high class, and the practice and
performance of such musie.

The Bishop of Wellington thanked the Bociety for pro-
posing to make bim one of the viea-presidents. He was
pleased, he said, to learn that the Society was determined
to enltivate a high standard of munic, also that people of all
oreeda were welcoms as mewbers of the Sociaty.

Bir R. Stont yeferred to the cultivation of music as a most.
desirable thing. The young should be made to learn. They
were to be our foture artists and muosiciane. The time
might come when we would be able to seud some fine
musiciana and singers to tha Old Country. He approved of

the idea of holding triennial festivals of a national charaeter,
aad he ho the Society would bave a prosperons earcer.
The following ofifice bearers wese elected :- Patron, His

t, Bir J. P t

R

Excellency the Governor; Preeid H
Vice-Presidents, tbhe Bishop of Wellington, Sir K. Stont,
and Mr W. T. Glaagow; retary, Mr T. H. Ritchey ;
Librarian, Mr A E. Waterson ; Committee, Mesdamea C.
C. Barron,;C. D. Mac¢Intosh, Mina Swainson, Usptain Bar-
¢lay, Menars C Dssent, and A. M. Lewie. Mr Robert Parker
waa appointed condactor.

WELLINGTON LIEDERCRANTZ,

The first practice of the newly.formed ladies’ Liedercrantz
was held at tha Art Gallery under the direction of Madame
Merz, and was most sncceasfal, abont thirty members being
present. Much interest is being shown in the Society, it
being the firat of ive kind started in Wellington.

The filustrated London News in refersnce to pure lterature,
apeake of * The Family Herald, tbhat joy to tens of thousanda of
innocent English honasholds’
Now Ready, Price 6d.
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valentinea to one’s frienda to the faet that the d in-
stead of sending simple reminders of their good will or
affection, thought it incambent on thew to send semething
coatly: aa if & pepny eard could nob oarry a loving senti-
ment as. well as & perfamed affair costing half-a-crown t
From coatly carda the fashion changed to the sending of
presents, and when people began to find these n drain on
their pockets, they, too, were drup?ed exeopt by those who
had plenty of spare cash—a smail minority now-a days.
My Christehorch friend will thos ses how the old coatom,
which she regrets to find 19 dying out, ceme by its end. 1t
wos lnere, filthy lacre, did it all.” Ib killed the kindly senti-
ment that dictated these humble little tok and subsii-
tuted & mere love of display, or what is meanar skill, a spirit
of sommereial calealation. But you and I, my dear young
lady, will still keep the old custom alive, Yourletber to me
1 secept as a trae valentine, and I hope that vou will regard
thia little paragraph from me in the same light.

HETHER the English cricketers can teach their
Australian consine anything in the game may be a

moot question, but thas it would not be difficalt for them to
give the latter pointa in the matter of courtesy would appear
pretty clear from the little incident which took place at
Brisli‘me_‘ t{l_:\e other day. The Englishimen were playing the

beantifol patoral scenery near onr cities, even though it
legves restoration alone. Nature hereelf will do much in the
way of veatoration if only she gets fair play. The object of
the society will be to preserve her from molestation while she
reclothes ber hilla or valleys, to gnard her from the attacks
of the Vandal, who gosth abroad with stesl and fire seeking
what he may destroy.” In doing this well the membars will
have plenty to occapy them, for the iustinct to destruction
in deeply rooted in the average Anglo-Saxon mind. It ie
not only 'Arry and 'Arriet who have listle or no apprecia-
tion of uatursl beauty. Alss, it is & too common failing in
bigher strata of the community. Bat the mare organisation
of & soclety which haa for its object the conservation of
nature in all her moat attractive forma will itself do much
to infuse & better spirit into the people who are never happy
except when they are cutting down or burning something ;
and the active bodyguard which the goddess will bave in
the members will be an assurance sgainst many s wanton
attack., If the Bociety is only alert to discover the per-
petrators of every act of vapdalism, and to see that the
aftender is pooished it will be of immense good. The sense-
Tess Vandal will think twice before lifting his axe or apply-
ing his wateh when he recollscts thab there is no saying how
near to him one of the of the dreaded society may
be. The great thing needed is that every lover of scenery
and every one who takes a pride in their city should belong
t0 the new organisation and that there should be no sleep-
ing members in i

R FESSEY cawse from London, wherehe had takens
wtrong loterest in the conditlon of the poor of the
metropolis, and especially of their children. While he was
liviog in Aucklsnd snd basking ip the sunshine of our New
Zealand yammer ho read of tha tersible winters in the Old
Couotry, end his thoughts travelled back to the sloms of
the grest city and tha little children. Round sbout him in
the streets of Auckland were children too, but so uniike
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the eaptain of the visitors, was defendipg his wicket against
Copuningham. Stoddart was running up 8 good seore, sad
playing Conningham's balls in & way the latter evidently
did not like. He was getting chagrined, was the Ane-
tralian, and his rising temper frirly boiled over when
Bannerman, the umpire, no-balled bim. With a display of
n we are very sorry to think aoy Auetralinp would
ave been guilty of on the ecricket field, he weized
the ball when it was retnrned to him and deliberately
threw it at the bateman. Very properly, Sioddart
atepped from his creases and refused ta play until
the irate bowler had epologised for hie decidedyl cad
dish condnet Of course Cooningham enmpiiady, and
the game went om, but the impression Jeft on the
pect: was anpl and the imp which waa
left on all who tead of the incident was very unpleasant
also. Thesa displays are getting more common nowadays
than they were of yore: alas for ericket that ibizso. In
football they have been of alarming frequency io the
Old Comntry, Now it is the pleyers thet forget
themselves, now the spectators. The lstter are some-
times guilty of the mosb atrotious conduoet, ms in the
case of o late football match when they asssolted the
referee whose decision did not eoincide with the opinion they
bad formed. The root of this degeneracy in our national
es one cannot belp thinking, is the professionalism that
is fagrantly spparent in some of them and is creeping into
othere, When the men think less of being gentlemen in
the true sense of that noble word than of being cricketers
and footballers or, worse still, than of meking money by
the gam<s, we caonnot wondar that both they and the pas-
times they adorn degenerate very quickly. All hopoor to
the gepuive awatear who in thesa days strives against anch
odds as he haw to contend with in the shape of money grasp-
ing professionals and betting men.
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