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HE little shooting affair in the office of Mr Hugh
Campbell, sclicitor, Anckland, was hardly a nine
days' wonder. Ab first thera was a tendency on the part of

wn almost nervons desire to walk straight slong » ditfenlt
path be conid herdly distingnish. A rough honesty of par.

pose-characterises both men-—at least thia is the conelusion.

ona comes £o, looking at them with no party eye. OF conrse
they may be- led astray, but their natnral tendency is to
tfollow the path they belisve best. All their livea thay have
mnde the roada for themsolves to trave! on, and they do not
care mow to journey on others.

HAT is it coming to? Overin Victoria the treasurer

has decided to reduce the rates of interest on

deposits in the G t Poay Office Savings Bank to 23
pet cent up to £100, and to 2 per cent up to £250, while he
does aot intend that anything over that amount ahall have
any Interest at mll. The rednstion i= meid to be prompted
by a desire to check the termpurary deposits of large sums
pending their inv It may be thab in Victoria &
great deal of wmoney is invested in shat temporary manner,
but we have always been given to understand that amid the
crash of banks any number of people fied to the Government

some people to put a very sensational and blood-thirsty con-
struction on the incident, bat it would not bear auch » con-
truction when the evidence came out in comrt ; and on
the conclusion of the case even that pertion of the public
which hongers and thirsts after sensation turned round and
sxpressed itself glad that Mr Northerofthad decided as hedid.
However much the abominable practice of carrying loaded
tire.arms, and the atill worse practice of showing them or
firing them aither to menace people or in joke i3 to be con-
demred, the magistrate was not called on to comment on
that featere of the case. - If he had, one does not donbt that
he would have read Mr Swann a very severe lecture.  Btill
less wos he required to adjudicate on thab aspeet, or it
might have been a serione thing for the accared. All that
Mr Northeroft had to do was to decide whether Swann was
gailty of attempted murder. He decided, on the evidence,
that bhe waa not, and everyone in Auekland believes his
decision was correct. .

As to what the exace of the tr tions between
Mr Campbell and Mr Swann may have been that led to the
ecuffle in the office the evidence in conrt did pot disclose
enough to enable one to express an epinion which is certain
to be strictly jost to both parties. [t Mr Swana's desire
was to let the pablic know what the transactions were, he
haa certainly sncceeded to such an extent as to enlist & great
deal of sympnathy on his side; but we wust be careful to
remember that pablic aympathy is no test of the rightecns-

a8 10 8 bhaven of refuge and depoeited their
scanty ospital intending to keep it there. In that case these
repeated rednetions must come very hard on a carefal and
saving class of the popnlation. Very likely the inten-
tion of the Governmant is to drive the eapital which
in shrinking and cowering onder its wing into other
channels of investment, but there im always a large
proportion of timid, emallish depositors who cannod be
driven away. For the sake of these ome regrets very mnch
the tendency to redoce interest masnifested in the Post
Office Bavings Bank of more than one colony. As a fnan-
eial writer vecently said, it is a pity to decrease the induce-
ments to econoiny which Government Savings Banka offer,
or in any way to diminish the popularity of these instita-
ticns. Letus hope thav New Zealand does not requirs to
follow the example of Vietoria yet awhile, and that the
time is far off —mnch farther off than some people propheey
—when those of us who have nothing will thank Heaven in
wll sincerity that we have mot to worry onrselves over in-
vestments that yield nothing but trouble and vexation of
spirit. ’

N example of a Bociety which has done an inealeulable

amonut of good is the Society for Preventing Cruelty

lower animeis—is the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty

to Animals, In aquiet, unostentations way it does ita work

of mercy, and mitigatea by ite infuence and active inter-

ference the lot of many dumb creatures who soifer from
1 s

nes of w cause in any case, and that the natural susp
the public hava of lawyers generally always prejadices them
in favour of the poor client.

N the Soath the Hon, John MecKenzie, and in the North
I Mr William Crowther, one of the membears for Anok.
land, have been talking politics to the electors. I have no
intention of following their sxample, We shall all have
plenty of politica in & few months—in fact too much. Let

ig; b, or crnel masters, Here in New Zoa-
land, it i troe, there are not such demands on ita
vigilance a4 In older countrles, It is very rare thas
we hear of casea of diabolical cruelty soch as come
to light at Home, end which seem to indiente some
strange tmental aberration, as in the oase of the French boy
of twelve lately sent to & reformatory in Paris, who had a
manis for torturing living ‘erentmres, and showed the
£ & ingenuity in ing the death of his victime
by the most painfol and lingering processes. New Zea-

ue rather spend in socisl and other non.politizal (1

what littla time we bave left to ourselves mfter the pre-
eessional, sessional, and poat-sessional periods are cut out of
the roond year. Looking at Mr Crowther and the Ministar
of Lands an men snd not as politiciana, it seems to me that
no two members in the Legislature are more alike. To
compare them ae politiciana would, of course, be uninir
to Mc Crowther, for he is merely a newly broken colt
in that tedious profession, while the Minister of Lands is a
sennoned roadater ; but diveated of political trappinga their
personalities when laid bare are very similar. Neither s
gifted with the swooth phrase of oratory, neither makes
sny clalm to any literary qualifications. They both are
somewhat antagonistic to literary finish, and are aospicions
of it. Koowing that in themselves {t would be an artificial
offort, their first thought i slways that it is the mark of
lelncerity and mfectation iu others. In the same way they
are suspiciona of a seoming excess of oourtesy, and often an-
asume & bluniness that belies their trne character, which is
wympathetic, though by no means broadlyse. On the other
band, both men have a certain clear practical inaight jnto
thioge, scqaired in thet school of echools, the school of ex-
perionce. OUne would not call it along-sightedness i either,
but perbaps Mr Crowther, when he comes to und dcha

landers do not pluck their poultry alive, or beat their hormes
till the poor animalslie down on the ground with something
buwan in their supplicating glances. They have not des-
cendad to that stage as the pessantsy in Italy or France
have, but skill they are nov altogether guiltless in their
treatment of their animals, as tha oiticers of the Preveution
of Croelty to Animals canshow. Doubtless thoughtlessness
mor¢ than malevolence is the canse of their misdemeanonrs,
but whatever the cause the jmisdemeanonrs most not be al-
lowed to go anuoticed and onpnpished.

THE anaoouncemend that Mr Walter Bentley was to

leave the stage for the platform—it may be for years
and it may be for ever—oaused no listle surprise over the
colony. Tt was felt that thongh Mr Bentley can give a
very amuaing entertainment when he occupied the plat.
form now aod again as a raconteur, atill bis place was the
tragic or the comic atage, aed bis moab Gtting costnie, not,
the evaning dress of the piveteenth century lacturer, but
the more pleioresque wardrobs of the Prince of Danwark or
David Gareick. At lesst most competent eritics folt this
1 think that they were right. My Bentley’'s sucosss a8 an

details of politics better, will ba able to single out the
tracial point of & wmatter better than the Minister. In the
Houee lust session, in spite of meoy mental slips snd much
Frotesg of expreanion, the Aancklaud member, when
he got possession of u snbject, generally saw it mowt impor-
taat bestiogs. Undoubtedly be seemed to wobble in bis
opibions, bot I believe his onsteadiness was the result of

C was in & vary grest measure due to his
success as an experienced actor. In the lectare hall he
shone with the reflected glory of the theatrs, and what be
maid and how he eaid it derived a grest degres of ite
j trom the nti the public had attached to
bim. There is something to the public mind mysterions in
so actor. Helives snd moves and has bis being in & world
which has & etrange fascination for them, becanse thay endow

it with atéribotes is inly does nos p ‘Wheno, thers.
fore, hacomen before them withons his stagemask and talks to
them as & common mortal their sense of diserimination is
dastled by the novelty. Mr Bantley will donbtless profit for
s time by this attitnde of mind among his aodiznes, bat
when the novelty of his new role has disappeared and he
has to depend on bis ability as a lecturer, pure and simple,
he may find s difference. o

IN Beotland » esusade has been atarted sgaioss the
sharging of rents for pews in chnrches. The Primus
of she Episcopal Uhurch there has headed the movement,
snd many other dignitaries of the chaursh are enthusisatie.
slly in favour of abolishing pew renta, and the aystem of ap-
propriation of seats in churches. Speaking at n meetiog on
the subject, Bishop Harrisen, of Glasgow, sharacterised
the practios as & serious hindrance to the missionary work
of the church of God It appeared to him that there
were atill some lessons given to the world by onr Lord and
Meater which we had not yeb profited by, and one of these
leasons wan the troe valos that was to be sst on material
wealth. It was an un-christian idolatry to wealth which
at the onteat had led to she sanction of private pews in the
house of God.

WHAT the Bishop says is very trne, but the abuee of
private pewn now-a-days—if we are to regard it as an abuss
—is nothing s0 flagrant as it nsed to be fiity yeara ago.
Then the * nnchriation idolatry to wealth’ manifested in
some churches wan as daloas as the cool way in which
wealth abused the licenss that was permitted it even in the
honse of God. In his  Gleare of Memory ' Mr James Payn
tells os that when he waa & child his family rented a place
at Wantage from the squire of the parish. They.also had
& right to the family pew : bat the great man nsed it when
he came to church, It was curtained like & bar parlonr, and
bad a hugefiraplace. It was young James's dusy, to koep up
tha fire and to do it soqoiet)y thatthe sqaire'sslum should
not be dieturbed, for thas g always led to alee,
throngh the service, and his ing was ph ']
Strange elergyman would make significant panses, which
always awoke him, when the snores were relieved by lond
grunts and ejacnlations. ‘Put some more wood on, J. immy "
be would shout, and then relapse into the snoring. Fancy
such & thing in these democratic colonies |

9 T the first blush there appeared to be something

romantic about the story of Dr. Campbell, of Anck-
land and the £500 which has heen lying to his credit in the
bank, for over thirty years, without hin knowing anybhing
abont it. Dr. Campbell, it appear, was tremsurer of s
fond raised in Aoekland for the relief of the Taranaki
settlers in 1860. A thousand poonds was subaeribed, buat
only half that sum was expended, and the rest was lodged
in the bank where it has been to this day forgotten by the
traasarer and sabecribers alike, till the manager of the
bank refreshed their ies by sending & note to the
doctor. There certainly apy d to be hing [
in the tale when it first was noisad abroad in Anskland the
obher day, bub now that the surviving subecribem have mat
snd discussed what is to be done with the HMOLeY 8O TDEX-
pectadly unearthed, the whole affair asanmes quite & prosaic
aspect.

WE all understand bow the tale should have ron.  Instesd
of & body of fortably cire ik d gent) to deal
with the matter, it ahonld have fallen inte the undispated
possession of some young man of prepossessivg looks and
poble character whom Dame Fortune hed treated most
scarvily. He ahonld have been in love with an eqonlly
prepossessing young Iady whose parents had said that “she
will never marry a pauper,’ Instead of m comfortable
merchant’s office the scene shonld bave been m mean garret
where the young man, pale,bat determined, has jost placed
the Colt’s revolver to his mouth—having written the note,
ate., ote.—and Iv just about to draw the trigger when &
knock ot his door leads him to demint. He drags bis weary
frame across the apartment, opens the door, and receiving
a leiter opens it. Hoavens ! can ib be true! He drags
himself—or ratber springs this tims—to the window,
robs bis eyes snd coffa bis head to make sore that
ke is awake. There iv no mistaking it. The banker
has wristen to inform him that sn acoount of a paltry
£1,000 or so, which the hero opened long ago tn his pros-
perous days for charitable objects,has not heen drawn on for
over twenty yesra—he, generons sounl, bad forgotten all
about it—and has now accumulated, by & process of com-
pound interest known ooly to novelists, to & fabulous pam.
He flies with the news to hie fiancée. The stern pareuts, of
coarse, relent at the mght of anch & pote, aud everyihing
ends happily. This i» how it shoald have been. Everyone
wounld have felt supremely satisfied with nuch = conclasion,
Not that they have any resscn to be dissatisnfed sa the
thing stande, Buat it doss appesr to have unsettled some
people, for it is said tbat winoe the sifair became kpown
every man who aver contributed & sixpence to & charjtable
object lo Aucklapd is feverishly enguiring at the hapke
whetber thers is an unclaimad balsnce on thelr books,




