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ansaniy
* Bos 1t s all lu s litetlme. Bo you wabble through your
task ; make friends with the clerk or dha hll-bl..;n . w0
feal aocara of balng waked in tlma oy woi being wa befors
siwe ;dnrn Ia for nl bour's -hlleep ‘:nd ::.ko w0 tell & elan:
a strange people somathing thas grown so ol
g.un’thu you fv:mld rather meat & ghost alona &k nighs, in
b jonsble sbape it mighd un_mo.m'l'hen you

ha waa allowed 5 #eskly sum sat of the raveipm ever and
sbove b!s parsosal sxpenses. Thie sum was for ke suppoes
of his famiiy, and wes amply sufficlens for thas purposs,
bad there o besd other uace to which ke desmed it mors

¥ shat I8 sbonid be applied, of which I had st shas
#ime no suapicion. BN
« The venturs spemed doomsed do ill-luck from tha b,

hang abond to estch & Freigh trainto & )

Ugp bo shat Hime I bad mever known what it was b0 face s
small andh Daring tha faw monihs previons, illness

milea away; stay there with Swo bnmae, & woman, & baby
and & rod-has stove Jor company until two o'clock in the
morning, when the operator sticks oub his head to teil yom
the Weatarn Express in eight hours late, the nearest batel
seven miles awav. and no other train up or down the line
mstil the Express arrives. You are hongey, sired, sleepy.

-t >

A

buk can nejsher eat, sleep nor amoke. Yon get your break-
fas¢ about noon the next day; arrive late at your deatina-
tion ; meet an angry, scowling andience, whbo think you
toolt & late train jost to beas them out of their money,
A trip-hammer is working in your brain. - Youm pity
your awditors and feel that your lecture must be insuffer- -
ably dall. - The appl seems i
mockery, aod when they erowd i you in t

THE LECTURER IN THE LOW, BROAD WICKEER CHAIR,WHICH WAS ACOORDED HIM BY COMMON CONSENT.

in It» evident -

and misfortone had prodoced & singularly weak snd morbid
sondition. How [ managed to endure the gase of thay first
sudienoe, I bave never been able to nnderstand., . Parh:opll
1 was povar nearer suislde shao daripg the nighs -I‘ﬂd‘n‘ 8

o the poppy fringsd shore of the Pacifa Ne famifpsity *
aver o Iy sommon. Do whas we may, it alesys
tmpreses oo liks anotber world, an old world—a dead

world, i you Nka Yoo may la 105 dos in with
eitios and towas, and sprinkle is with homes ; bay shey are
-oilh--m-nwhlhﬁlivth she vardant streiches of tha
Epsk) sha ol stpem strangs sod mnreal ; sha * ranches ™
m:mhrm-y'h:n':.m;;;‘ndthm woman
-

¥ho gra, .gw this region, saem soing

leck:
: Wa $Xpacs 1B them Imt.?b t find
jast ma i wind thes wanders nonchaluntly Soer the tm
menee spaces of this dend world seems o Jae mhin:lg‘:l

1

lowsd. Everything was wrong; if 1
audienos, lv =+~ avidend sheoy

m
i

character and parport of the entertalument I sndesvoured
to give. Unfortunately, is il}-succoss was not so marked .
as bo canse the immediate abandonment of the trip. . Some.
tigves we mada a listle, and then agaln we loat a little more ;
s0 thiat on the whole, we wero ateadily eating into the rassrve
that bad boen provided. Seeing this, I determined unless
::i-h}_e- greatly Improved befors .we reached the ** Divide,” -

tion at the lecture's close, you think, until the hearty band-
claaps shake the cobwabs out of yonr brain; that_they are
simply Wki"srhm at you, Then you meet an old friend ;
perhapatwo. Thuy werewith yonatcollege, or before Atlants;
oo, the ' March to the Sea,’ or in Libby Prison ; as this con-
vention or that reception. They give you one grip, and thea
another. Sometimes i?n know the grip; sometimesthemen;
aometimes neither. o matter; they are friends. Yomur
weariness disappesrs ; your troublea are over ; yonr appetite
is restored, oa rejoice some late-open reatsurani by a de-
mend for food. You are not mmpulol, but taks what is
to ba had—anything from the inevitable stewed oysters to
sardiues, Perhaps you have & bottle of Bas’s ale, or that
beat of all perva-restorsra, ginger ale; or, lacking both,
maybe & glam of hot milk. ' ' o
'xl'am tinple, do you say! Yonr lecturer Is the trus
temporan’ -uan. Whatever he eats or drinks must be with
wn oye siogle Lo to-morrow’s bodily or mental conditicn.
he would avoid dyspepeia, les him never seek his conch with
an empty stomach or ous filled with ansoothing stimnlans.
Let him avoid beer as he would poison, snd whatever ia dis-
tilled ms » mortal enemy ; let hioy shnn, at least et nighy,
tea snd coifos aa Joabs who %romi-e cheer bat carcy a sword,

I -

don the éenterpriss and return home, Fortun-

wtely, no vive datea had besn fixed on the Coant, mad I
thought 6 better to face the loss already incarred than go
on making new liabilities, I was weak and sore from racent
loanes and depressed by ill-health, or I would nos anlikely
have gone on until there was nothing to be done bus to
maks my way back on my ¢ appers,” as ihe theatrical
poople ey, Ihave an abondance of the quality of holding
on, bot nons of the mach rarer gift of letting go at the righs
tima. I had * loat; my grip " and was * down on my lock
worse than I had ever been before or e % ever to be again.
T am matisfied now shat if we had beld on we would have
vast with better * bosiness,” and probably have had a re-
munerative trip. Bat I did not know the ** Cosst” then,
and distrusted myself. .

- ¢ Beslden uhab, I was sick, and certain things that came
to roy knowledze coneerning the previoms life of my agent,
a4 woll s mabten ted wivh his p HADagemens,
troublad me more than they would at ordinsry simes. So I
decided—much against bis wish and protest, I must eonjess
—to tarn back. Up to that time I had no grave donbta of
bia sincerity or integrity. 1 wae merely satistied of his
lncapacity, and was sorry for his Juck as well s my own ;
thongh he had steadily received more than he had sarned

Ib in late when you retire, buv yon are physically content
sand at poscs with all mankind. Yoo rise lats to prest &
pleasant dey, have s good breakfast, take = conveniemd
train, bay s meagasine, and settling yourself to its pernsal,
wigh with contentment snd say in complaisant vain glory-

Ing : .

1+ Fate osnnok harm me ; 1 have dined to-dey.”

* You soon | arn Jour mistake. Arriving at your destina-
#on, you fad uo one as the station, thoogh you bhave tele-

raphed your traln. ¥ou Lont =p your correspondens.

o8, there apé latters for you, he nonchalantly says, but bo
hes left shem at bome, two miles aweay scross the river.
Ha will bring them &% night—if he comen in—that is. Oz
he will send shem to your next appointment. Yea, his wifa
oouid gat them if you chooes to send & messenger. It will
take two hours sad oost & dellar, Lecture! He doesn't
wuppoee there will beany. He bas had & difference with tha
Bureau. It has besh refetred t0 yoa ; but, of conrss, it is too
late to decide it 'mow. Finally, he comes out flat-footed
wnd demandas s réduction of fifty per cent. in your
fes. You wre weak sund assent, perbaps ouly to find that
the senmp baw wold avery seat in his houes snd has done no
advertiniog becanss he bad uwo need:-to sdvervise. If you
are irreligioas or short- tempered, you ** use some language,”
a4 the chronicler of Thrums expresses it ; while il you are
veri religions or too good-umrred. you content yoursalt
with wisbing you were nob, and tarm with freah interest so
what the next day will briog torth.

* As I bave mid, the preparstions for vhis il
late. It was » child born out of due season, if there is an
proper soasou §o the ] basi Coming tate, we hi
%0 ke what was left, which ia seldom ¥he beat. bad a8
a sort of partoer ip the enterprise & wan of pleasany
manvers, active, bright, and spparently well sdapted for
the position of either menager or ndvancs agent, two fupe-
sions which be endeavoured to unite io himsell. He bad
not had mash, If any, experience in this particolar live, bu
he scemed su ideal combivation of the requisite personal
qualisies, and I bad wo doubs that he would succeed. Ha
waa to have a spescic share of the procoeds, after payiog a
CertAlD porfion ol the P Y 8xPp Meanwhile,

were begon

in tha b io which be bad previonaly been en

that it really was no loas to lﬁm. I gememl:nr%:g:%'h.:
wards, that when I decided to take the back track, he had
showed op ugly; but I thought nothing more of it then,
than to amilingly geess that he had intended to resolve
cortain complications which . had gilven him o 4 al of
tronble, whenovar we should reach the sosst, whatever onr
ll!.ek might be. If any one bad intimated that be bad it in
his heart to do me an ill-turn, I have no doabt that I abonld
buve resented it or, at the least, have laughed at it.

* On our way back, we had climbed the Pass after sepper
st Haton which, by the way, coght to beeallad § vestwater.
Between the Missouri and the Pacific thare is hardly sny-
thing wo welcome %0 the weary traveller aa the plash of
waisr which unexpestedly greete him st this station. I
matiters oot which way he comen the alkall dust has
gathored in bis monstache, cracked lis hande, and made his
throst ot and eancuns, as if it were the erater of a
volcano, Slowing wp to the station, he heary the ripple of
felling water. Heoeeds not to Saste snd try so know thad
is in oool and sweet - Thers ia sowrethiog in tha very soond
which tells him that. Whoers does it come from? What
doos be care wbont ite sburce ! Is is there, and he drinks
aghin snd agsin. The rupper st the Ntation House tastes
extremely well on accountk of these draughts of pure water,
which do pos produce an alkaline resciion sitber in the
palate or in the stomach. As we start eastward in the
early evening swilighs, the drip of the pearly drops s the
sweetost of valodiotions. It impreesed ons like an onais,
posved over in the darkness with only a hins of verdnre sod
sho oameolem perfome of fresh water in the arld noatrile.

. D‘: y«;u lki:o:h ? he n:;:d‘;'lo:ukimz. aroond cpon bis sodi-

, * wha o groal wonds
Wm::erllll m‘;nm .!' g“ ers our Westein
ve i up,’ maid the young colleglan, j "
M.v%r wluhd s:e- a m:nnndr!l':m." slan, Jsunly.
ot [ donbt,’' eontinned 1he lectarer, gravel B Do
heed to she young man's :ppancy, *if ngn;oue’r:l'vzfdistry
seaalbility bas ever orossed the coutlnent withous fesling
the strange weirdness of the nighty arid realm which
sirotohien from the adge of the * bad landa™ in she Emss,

" how is this? These ate & new peopls,

. our Westsrn brethren, too.

she Pﬁ-hmt tlzn! a htuielnj':{nh 0Omas oveer var

bring” sad decidua, iy.aare 1o
* Surely,’ sald Kbe youn ¢ wind ineks
-oi-tnn!;l makes up,l:n-'nd.m’“ 'm“' wiad in

< For $had matter so do the peopls,’ résumed the lecturer,
* There is no doobs shas the qnaliky of the environmsns
groatly afleots the eharacter of & psople. Ip jost whas par-
ticolar thonh n:ho live :m;m this arid bely differ from the -
awellers rerdant and nmbragecus Eaa
hard to define ; that shey do ﬁﬂ'ar. n::yomtfe‘alnﬂla% t’;
comes among them.” . ..

*Is not that notion largely fmaginary t” asked one of
the listeners., *I used to think thers was & real diffar.
ence, bav the better 1 become mequainted with the Woas,
gm tees I wee in the people to discingnish them from the

* That may well bs,’ rejoived the lecturer. ¢ Familiarity
always & o apprehension of diff A room, the
Bttings of which seem et first incongroous snd bizarre,
being oftén visited and aseoviated in one’s mind with plea-
sant companions, becomes at length & pleasant instead of »
jarring memory. The same is trae of the peopls of this
region. They have certain most agrezable gualities, in the
enjogyment of which the visitor who often comm among
them loses sight of the difsrences Lhe ones felt, For this
reason the man who is best acquainted with the West is, in
some sense, the lesst able to sppreciste ite pecaline dis.
tinetivenss, . . o

* Do you shink a stranger to both regions wonld noticelt ¥

* Probably a forsigner pot familiar with English life wonld
nok. [ bap to know, bowever, that the cultivated
Englithwan notes the difference between ony Enstern and
‘Waeatern lifa almost as quickly, if nob ws acenrately as we do
ourzelves. Itwae myforinnecncetomake the tripwith one of
the most distinguished living Englishman—a slose obeerver,
with & world-wids reputation ss & scientific thinker. I was

. greatly smused to hear him execlaiw, almoat az soon e ws |

had crossed the Missouri into tbis mystic realm : ** Why, .
What do yon eall
them? From that sime on he was never tired of discossing
the subject. His conelusions were very cowplimentary to
4 These are the kings,” he
would say. ' They have exactly what other Amerieans
lack — an utter ab of i By-and-
bye, when the contment is full snd the ehildren. of
you Eoglish weaklings are squabbling for breathing-places,
the offipring of thess larger, coamer-natured childsen
of aridness- and sllence, rdened by generstions of
exposnre to thess sonditions, will come dowa and *pos-.
ness the goodly land,” that is, the land where ease has
sogendered -loti and feeblemess, Did yon sver thiok that
all the g; waves which have overcome the weakaess of
Emupem ivilization, have come from the dssert or from
igh snd arid inland plateanx ¥’ [ - Lo

4 GIVE IT UP, BAID THE COLLEGIAN, JAUNTILY.

1 was pot at all surs of my friend’s hasty dedaetion, and
triwd to show bim some gaps in his reasoning. Bab
what is the use of arguiog with ascientist? They talk abous
beiog clear-beaded, und wll $hat sors of thing. S5 far as
my experi goes, & scientist is best defved na n oo with
only half & brain. He is the blovdhoand of the human
speciss, who zuns with bis beed so slose to the grounnd shav
he fails to see the most potent facte an inch away from the
line be is following. If hs happens bo strike the right trail
he may run down & big idea; bud he is wosdrous spt to
begic to draw conclusions betore he has mn bis game ta
earth, which are all the more misleading becsuse of the
general notion that science is well-nigh infallible.

*When a man begina to speenlate aboub the lawe of
homan existence—the progrsss or rs ession of human
masses—1 always grow doubtful of his coneusions, becanse
Beienoe has never yot been able correctly to read the paad
or prediot the fakure of a race or people. The troable is
shat Bel -] the plex natore of man. In s
comparatively easy to prediov the future or uaravel the
paar of other animals. “Thers are only material conditions
to deal with 1o such cases. Bos when yon come (o coD-
wider man, there 1s 1ot only the question of bread and mesd
snd & higher intell o8 t ba taken into socouot, but thay
moet curicus of all foroes, the woral jmpulse, which may
hold him down a4 the very time otbey things would indicsts
& rioe, or Jifs him up &b the very moments when sll material
¢onditions would ioabs an irresistible downward tsn.
dency. Thero are bosts of anch contradickicus in history—




