Vor. XIV.—No. IX,

SATURDAY, MARCH 2,

1898

[Subacrlpnon—gbl. per annum ; if paid in
advance, 20s. Single copy—Sixpenca,

FOUND COLD BY CHANCE.

DISCOYERIES THAT WERE MADE RY MEREST
ACCIDENT.

BIG

L]
THE history of onr western miniog atates ia fuoll of

The sliding horss had broaght np -fdnnt ths ledge, and
the restive animal, kicking vigorously in the eiforta to rise,
had struck nif the moss from the rock and disciosed the fact
that it was & gold- bearing ledge of unusaal ricbness. The
find wan appropriately named * The Christmas Gift,” and &
valuable gﬁt it ?‘rnv to be.

The I k waa discovered by a chanen as

that illostrate the parely aecidental and fortuitous manner
in which the most important discoveries wars made, sud
when the stories, repsated among the miners as they while
away the long winter evenings in their solitary eabinas in the
monntains, are taken into consideration the devont belief
of every miner in the potency of lock becomes much more
intelligible,

One of the moat productive toines in California was dis-
covered throngh the accidencal fall of the dizcoverer. He
was one of a hooting party l.hat'_h.lt} gooe ont from San

simple as that which exposed to the eyes of the mstonished
Adaws the gold blown ap by the accidental explosion of his
haverssck.  According to the story told, the groond om
which the Jode was afterward discovered waa prospected by
Comatook, who located a claim, bat made up his mind that
it did not amoant to moch #nd =0 abandoned it.

Bhortly after tbis an odd charscter named Finney was
hunting in the meighbourhood and shob a deer. The
wonnded animal atruggled off, snd while scrambliog up the
side of & hill dislodged nomwe looes stones, disclosing signs of

Francisco doring tha Christmas s. While p s
aloog the side of a steep hili op & narrow trail his horee
-nclidhenly slipped, and, with bia rider, went down into the
galch.

Happening to be the last in tha line and rome distance
brhind the others, he was not missed for tome wmoments,

the p of gold,

Fioney washed a little of the earth in a pan and was
aatonished at the resnit. for from the small guantity of
earth tested came %10 or $15 worth of gold.

When Finoy and two of bis friends wers later working
the mine along came Comstock and demanded to know

The men then immediately settled down snd located
claima.  Jo & short time news of their sucosss spread
abroad, Hundreds of other miners flocked to the spot, and
» mwining eamp of nnprecedented richness was sstablished.

The ¢ity of Helena sprang up on the spot, and it s said
that one of the banka of that city is sitoated on a portion of
the first claim loeated by the lncky qoartette.

The famonn silver mines of Potosi in Sonth Americs were
diacovered hz an lodian who was in poranit of ao antelope.
He was climbing the stesp slope of a 4ill and seized s bush
to help himseli wp. The plant gave way and revealed a
ledge of silver.

A few months after the massacre of Coster and his men a
party of soldiers were scouting after hoatiles in the Big
torn, The conntry was torribly rugged and broken, pro.
gress was very difficalt, and aiter procesding some days in
the midat of the wilderness of peaka the gnide was lcroed to
admit that ha had lost bis way.

The captain sested himseli on & ledge, whila the guide
lay down on the gronnd near by, boldiog the reine of the
harses.  An earnest eobversation followed aa to the proper
course to ba taken in order to get ont of the hills,
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but whon his abeence was uoticed the party turned back to
look for him, fearing some untoward aceident.
He was nowhere to be seen, but the place whers bis horse
bad slipped and fallen over the baok, together with the
tracea of the fall, wore plainly visible
Followiog the tracks made by the borse and man, and
wheo nesr the bottom the men suddenly came apou an in-
teresting spectacle.  Just behind clump of busbes which
:lhe weo std bis ateed hed orushed through on their way
0w stood the horse spparently uniojored, while near by,
on s alab of rock projecting from the suow, the man way
eapaciog Jike an Indinn st & ghost dases.
be firss lmpression of the rescning Enrt.y was thet the
E“ bad gone audden'y orazy, but a3 be eaught aight of
wem be tantly ceased bis gyretions and shouted for
em %o approach,
They came, when be showed them raveral lomps of almoat
r\lﬂ! #01d be hed hestily koocked from the edge with =
m for & bammar, and snuooooed bis discovery of & gold

TE KANE PERE'S RACER

what they were doing ou bis claim. Tbey were obliged
either to kill bim or take bim iuto partnership, sc they did
the latter. o M

“MAHAKI™—SEE “OUR ILLUSTRATION.”

*You may say what von please, but | think we cught ta
Ro that way,’ said the capinin. and es he spoke he picked up
& bit of stooe fror the ground sad toasad is in the direction

The mines which bunilt the city of Hel ,
ware dircovered by s party of four prospectors who were on
their way to a well known camp in the Kooteusi coontry.
Learniog that the digginge in that quarter bad failed, they
turned aside to procpect in another dircetion, and for some
tilns wandered about, diggiog boles bere snd there, but
finding wothing that wheg considered worth workiog.

Abont poon of the 15th day of July, 1864, they srrived at
tha aite of tbe oity of Helens, halted for dioner snd to reat
thelr horses. Dinner over, their horses were saidled, when
one of their number walked down to the stream to got &
drink before monnting.

From mere farce of babit he began mechanically scratoh-
ing the graval with bis hands, when to bis setonishment he
drew ont & pogeet sa big sy & gold dollar. A hoodred
duillnn’ worth of gold wea takeo out fo sbout twenty
wminates.

The guide stared, then made s rosh for the bit of etone.
It was & picee of quariz so thickly seamed with gold a» 1o
form m specimen of wooderful richness and beanty, The
two collected & few samples, hid them wnd ngreed 10 koep
the matter & recrot autil they conld return and take posses-
sion of the mive

A few days later the gnard was killed, and the secrab re.
mained vrit-{ the captain. Time and agsio after his troop
had bsen extricated from the mountaios did be make etforts
to ralocate the hill of gold, but every eifurt waa doomed to
tailure, is conld pever be fovnd.

It i possibie that it may bave beeo the * Lost Cabin ;" of
this theve is Do certninty, bot if not, it wae & mine of such
wonde:fol richness that pothing like it has ever since been
discovered In the Big Horn range.



