
ORANGE BLOSSOMS.

CASELBERG—ALEXANDER.

The marriage ceremonies of the Hebrews have undergone a
vast change or modification with the lapse of ages, and the assi-

milationofJews with modern and Western ideas. Many details
of minor importance, such as the preparations for the wedding-
day. the ornamentsworn by the bride andbridegroom, have disap-
peared entirely from the ceremonial, as being no longer in accord
with modern progressive ideas. In oldTalmudic times a marriage
was an event notquickly forgotten by the parents and friends of
the bride and bridegroom, the preparations for the occasion being
of so elaboratea character—minute in detail as far as dress, orna-

ments. and provision for merry-making of friends were concerned.
The marriagewas the * Ultima Thule of the Jewish maiden, and
the event was regarded asof such importance in the individual
and natural life that itwas said. • He who dies unmarried has only
lived halfhis days ' The marriage of the child was already anti-

cipated at its birth—preparations for the gladsome event were

actually begun with the birth of the child—a cedar tree was

planted, its branches constituted the supports of the canopy under
which the ceremony took place. According to the Talmudic
doctors ‘ a man should marry at eighteen.’ andin that age of inno-
cence and simplicity the advice was regarded as thoroughly prac-
tical and sound: whether its adaptability,however, tothe complex
conditions of the present is still open todoubt, being a matter of
conjecture and discussion.

Certain days were fixed for the ceremonyof marriage. In olden
times the betrothal, between which and the marriage a long in-

terval frequently elapsed, was as binding as the marriage. The
selection of the bride was followed by the ‘ betrothal,’ which was

rather a formalproceeding, adocument of betrothalbeing signed
by the bridegroom and the father of thebride. Subsequent to

the betrothal the woman lost power over her property, andit
became vested in her husband. How different to these days of
enlightenment and emancipation and women’s rights to hold pro-
perty in her own name. The ceremony of the betrothal was fol-
lowed usually by the presentation of gifts to the bride by the
bridegroom, and hisparents. The religious marriage documentis
identical with the oldlegal * bill of marriage ’ used by the Jews in

Talmudic times. It is written in Aramic. the vernacular of the
Baylonian Jews after the Exordia, and is strictly a legal docu-
ment replete with all the usual intricacies of legal phraseology
repetitions, etc., which so gladden the heart of the lesal prac-
titioner, and prove such a pitfallfor theunwary dabbler in law.

The marriageunder the canopyis a ceremonywhich datesback
to a period of remote antiquity, the simple canopyhas. however,
in the course of evolution, developed into ahighly elaborate and

ornamented covering. The bridegroom, when putting the ring on
thefinger of thebride, repeats with the Rabbi the ancientformula.
• Behold thou art setaside to me through this ring, according to

thelaw of Moses and Israel.’ This, according to Jewish law, is
theact which unites the couple in marriage. The ceremony of

breaking the glass is symbolical of the union in this life which
must ultimatelybe broken by death.

The wedding of Miss Cora Maud Alexander, eldest daughter of
Mr and Mrs Isidore Alexander, Symonds-street. Auckland, to Mr
Lionel Caselberg. son of Mr Myer Caselberg. of Masterton, was
celebratedon Tuesday afternoon at the Jewish Synagogue. The
building was crowded with the guests andfriends of Mr and Mrs
Alexander, who have a large circle of acquaintances. Rabbi
Goldstein officiated. The bride was given away by her father,
and. as is the custom in Jewish weddings, the bridegroom also
was given away by Mrs Harry Keesing and his best man, Mr L.
Nathan, of Wellington.

The Jewish bridegroom takes the prominent place ina marriage
ceremony, but a young and charming bride ever retains pro-
minent interest for all the onlookers, and a hush of subdued
excitementfell upon the crowded synagogue as the bride in ques-

o n entered. She looked Jovelv in a gownof ivory Ondine silk

handsomely trimmed with Brussels lace, crepe-de-chine and tulle,
with court train, tulle veil andbridalwreath of orangeblossoms.

The bridesmaids were six in number—Misses StellaAlexander.
Rose Nashelski. Dolly Davis. MinniePosseniskie. and Jenny and

Kitty Caselberg. the two latter sisters of the bridegroom. They
were all attired alike in pretty frocks of cream crfcpon with
bouillonsofgoldsilkaround the foot. Brussels netfichus trimmed
with gold b£be ribbon and pleatings, and most becoming picture
hats of black velvet with gold embroidered crowns,black feathers,
and gold roses completed the costumes. Bride and bridesmaids

allcarried lovely showerbouquets of hothouse blossoms.

The bridegroom was attended by five gentlemen besides Mr
Nathan, namely the Messrs Caselberg (two of his brothers), and
Messrs Ernest Schatz, Ernest Davis, andArthur Myers.

Mrs Isidore Alexander, mother of the bride, wore a beautiful
and elaborate gown of black silk chiffon and jet, with black satin

sleeves brocaded inblueand gold, vestof pale blue velvet trimmed
with jetornaments, paleblue velvetbonnet stylishlytrimmed with

jetbrilliants,and ospreys. As space and time willnotpermit me to

describe here the many rich costumes worn by the ladies of the
wedding party, and the beautiful presents, I will do so in my next

week's letter.

The ceremony concluded, the wedding party, numbering Ho-

wards of 150 guests, drove tothe Masonic Hall, where arecherche
repast of Canning’s providing, was partaken of. during which the

happy couple left amid a host of congratulations and good wishes
to spend their honeymoon at Rotoruaand Taupo. In the evening
theMasonic Hall was transformed by th»magic aid of ferns and

flowers and fairy lamps into a perfect ball-room, in which Mr and
Mrs Alexander entertained about a hundred young people toa de-

lightful dance.

The bride’s going away dress was Gobelin blue Amazon cloth,
with feather trimming, black lace moire ribbons, capeandblack
beaver hat to match : a second visiting hat for the costume is of
black chip, lined with black velvet and trimmed with feathers
and brilliants. This costume and a great part of the trousseau
was madein Melbourne, and the bridal gown and bridesmaids*
frocks at Milne and Choyce’s, Auckland.

*

The bridegroom’s gifts to his bride are a lovely bangle and
brooch of pearls and diamonds. He also presented eachof the
bridesmaids with gold brooches of pearls and diamonds, and

sapphires and diamonds, respectively. Mrs Alexander has given
her daughter a beautiful turquoise and diamondbrooch, whilethe
bride’s father presented her with a cheque.

(BY TELEGRAPH.)}

MR H. MUNRO—MISS ANNIE PEEL.

A prettywedding took place atLower Hutt, Wellington,
on Friday, the groom being Mr H. Munro, and the bride
Miss Annie Peel, daughter of Rev. J. Peel, of Burghuallan
Rectory, Doncaster, England.

The wedding took place from Sir James Hector’s residence,
Petone. The bride worea blue costume trimmed withwhite cloth

and passementerie, toque to match with violets.

Lady Hector, brown merveilleux trimmed with blue, brown
bonnet: Miss Hector. Gobelin blue gown,white hatwith turkey
feathers; Miss Jean Munro (cousin of the bridegroom), blue and
whitecostume,sailor hatt Mrs Stowe,black crepe gowntrimmed
withmauveand whitebrocade; Miss M.Stowe, pink gown,picture
hat with feathers : theMisses Inna and Marjorie Hector, white
muslin frocks, white lace hats.

The bride was given away by Mr L. Stowe. Sir James Hector
being away. Her travelling dress was of drab covert coating,
sailor hat.

MR W. S. REID TO MISS EMMA HALSE.

A quiet wedding came off at St. Paul’s Church, Welling-
ton, on Saturday morning, when Miss Emma Haise, eldest
daughter of the late Henry Haise, was married to Mr W.
P. Reid, Solicitor-General.

The bride’s gown was of lavender silk trimmed with white
lace, white bonnet, and pretty bouquet.

There was onebridesmaid. Miss Eva Haise, who wore apretty
white costume. Only old family friends and relations were pre-
sent at the ceremony, which was performed by the Rev. T. H.
Sprott, assisted by the Rev. H. P. Tuckey.

C. Hemus, photo.,Auckland.

Miss Cora Maud Alexander.

Wrigglesworth and Binns, photo, Wellington.

Mr Lionel Caselberg.

Society Gossip.
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, February 23.
. The weather, which has been very close and almost
too seasonable, is somewhat cooler, and we may hope for revived
energies m the way of dissipation. Mrs J. Roach, of Symonds-
street, gave a

LARGE AFTERNOON TEA

last Wednesday to meether niece. Miss Carey, from Sydney, who
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present staying with her. The early part of the day was wet
and gloomy,but happily clearedup into a beautifulafternoon. Mrs
Roach was assisted to entertainher numerousguests by herniece
and her sister, Mrs AlfredBuckland. During the afternoon various
musical items were rendered by different ladies. Miss C. Carey
sang witha greatamountof expression and sweetness, which was
much appreciated. Afternoon tea was served in another room
with dainty cakes, jellies, and every variety of fruit. The table
decoration was very effective, being draped with pale pink
watered silk and finished with a large bowl of flowers. Our
hostess looked remarkably well in a black crinkley crepon
with bands of blue satin veiled in black lace, becoming white
French muslinbodice withblue flowers and stripes, blue now in

hair; Miss Carey, black silk skirt, soft pale pink Liberty silk
® ..Vs?’ Mrs Alfred Buckland, white serge handsomely trimmed

Jackson (Wellington), brown tailor made gown ;
Miss Hilda Worsp (who has just returned from a trip from Aus-
tralia), green cashmere with velvet blouse; Mrs Nelson, nilgreen
gownwith black bands; Miss Scherff, black cashmere, black hat
trimmed profusely with pink roses; Mrs Tewesley, very hand-
somegown ofGobelin blue veiled in black lace, bonnet to corres-

n 7 • Mrs Kerr Taylor, dark skirt, white blouse; Miss Amphlet
(Sydney), looked chic in a pale pink erfipon; Miss Bursill, blue
and white striped zephyr, hat trimmed to match; Miss Edith
Banks, black skirt, white blouse; Mrs A. G. Gilmore, brown Hol-
land; Mrs Upfil. pale pink bengaline; and a great many others
whom I cannotremember.

I was so sorry I couldnotget the account of Mrs Ireland’s
EUCHRE PARTY

in time for my last week’s letter. I think someonecarried it
aboutin apocket too long. However,

•

Hulmecourt.’Parnell, is
Buch a pretty place for a party, and the affair was so enjoy-
able, that 1 apologise for its lateness, but must describe it to you.
lhe top prizes were won by Miss Thomson (Parnell), and Mr
Walker, the boobies being Miss Nicholson (Melbourne), and Mr
A .x Walker. Miss Ireland and Miss Ettie were indefatigable in
theirefforts topromote the enjoyment of their guests—in fact made
c“*r“ll .ng hostesses. Miss Irelandwas pretty in cream Ottoman
silk finished with berthe and chiffon and beb6 ribbon ; Miss Ettie
lookeddistinguished in white shower muslin trimmed with white
watered silkand chiffon. Among those present were Mrs Arthur
Taylor, wearing a pretty apricot silk slashed with green ; Miss
Reay, black trained silk handsomely trimmedwith blacklace and
eau-de-ml silk ; Miss Nicholson was gowned in black lace ; Miss
Power, in puce and purple; Miss Holmeslooked nice in red ; Miss
Thompson (Ellerslie waspretty in yellow silk; Mi*s E. Hesketh,
dainty white silk; Miss B. Bull, pink silk; Miss Laishley. moss
green velvet; Miss Kilgour was charming ingreen velvet with
pale blue chiffon; Miss Walker (Ellerslie), lovely buttercup silk;
Miss Thorne-George, apale blue silk finishedwith brown ribbons ;
Miss Johnstone was handsome in green, large shot silk sleeves
and pompons; Miss Bursill, biscuit silk trimmed with wallflower
velvet; and Messrs Holmes, A. Taylor, Goodhue, Anderson, H.
Bloomfield, Colbeck, Bruce, Steggall, Johnstone, Bell, Alex
Walker. Crombie, Walker. Wright, Paton, etc. Euchre was keptup until 10.30, when dancing was indulged in until a very late
hour. In the intervals between the dances, several songs were
sung. The supper table was artistically decorated withmaiden
hairferns and pink silk, and the table positively groaned under
its weight of sweets and goodly things.

TENNIS.
Avery large afternoon tea was given by the gentlemenof the

Parnell Lawn last Saturday. Some interesting matches were
played, the trophy for the ladies’ singlesbeing a goldbrooch. The
tea-table looked very tempting and picturesque with its
orangecoloured drapery, flowers, fruit, and cakes; the side table
was draped with coquelicot red Amongst those present I
noticed Mrs Ruck, in a grey check ; Mrs Leathern, fawn erdpon
finishedwith electrique slate silk; Mrs W. Bloomfieldlooked ex-
ceedingly well in a simple white gown ; Miss Laishley was
very much admired in her ribbed silk; Miss Mowbray wore
dark skirt and cream crinkley blouse; Miss Gorrie, black skirt.
?lue 2jOUBCt narrow black sash; Mrs Harrop, black cashmere;
Mrs Tewesley, handsome black satin with old gold brocade
sleeves and edging of skirt; Mrs Beale,well fitting grey costume ;
Mrs Lucas Bloomfield, blue check finished with black, large pic-
ture hat; Mrs Lyons looked very pretty in white cambric, black
hatwithheliotrope gossamer veil: her sister, Miss Aubrey, wore a
black skirt, white blouse with black shoulder bands ; Mrs Dar-
gaville, brown holland ; Miss Dargaville, brown holland with
lilac vestand sleeves ; Mrs Whyte,black satin finished withlace ;
Miss Flossie Whyte, dark skirt, lilac blouse; Mrs Bush, very

®J™mg costume of black trimmed handsomely with gold braid ;
Miss Bush was chicinpink cambric; andhersister piquantein white
muslin ; Mrs Roach, handsomeblack silk,chip hatwith blueband;
Miss Carey (Sydney), dainty white cambric, whitesailor hatwith
flying white gossamer veil; Mrs Smith, grey striped gown re-
lieved with silver passementerie, grey hat to correspond; Mrs
(Col.) Dawson, neat-fitting white cambric; Miss Elliot, dark
skirt, blue blouse, brown hatwithblue forget-me-nots; Miss Etme
Elliot, dark skirt, old rose blouse; Mrs Walker, white drill,
becoming white floral bonnet; Mrs Arthur Taylor, effective
costume of white muslin; Miss Von Stunuerlooked pretty ina
Tuscan drill, sailor hat with flying gossamer veil; Miss Lily
VonSturmer. stylish greycashmere ; Mrs Atkinson, black finished
wuh bands ofblack silk ; Miss Atkinson, dark skirt, lilas blouse;
Mrs Thompson (Green Lane), black silk; Miss Thompson,
very stylish frock ofgrey check finished with bands of black ; Mrs
Thomson, black silk,bonnet of yellow' flowers; Miss Thomson,
combination of grey and pink, hat trimmed with pink flowers
coquettishly placed under the brim; Mrs Blair, dark skirt, white
blouse; Miss Ettie Ireland, dainty white costume; Miss Ray
grey cashmere; Mrs Kerr-Taylor, greengown finished with black
velvet; Miss Kerr-Taylor, white crinkley zephyr; Mrs Holmes,brown skirt, white blouse, hat with lilac ostrich feathers; Miss
Davy, navy delaine skirt, white blouse; Mrs Pollen, very striking
mode grey finished with bands of Italie satin, bonnet of pink
roses; Mrs Knight, Chartreuse green Liberty silk; Mrs Rath-
bone. cream nun’s veiling with gold zouave, yellow silk
Empire sash; Miss Lusk looked very pretty in white mus-
lin ; Miss Snell, white gown with bouton d’or sash; Mrs
Munroe, mode grey cashmere; Miss Annesley, pale pinkcambric; Mrs Upfll, dark skirt, blue plaid blouse; Miss Kemp-
thorne, brown holland ; Miss G. Kempthorne, pale pink cambric
finishedwithcream Mechlin lace; Miss Heywood, pink gingham
and her sister crushed strawberry; Miss Colebrook, white muslin,
and her sister grey check skirt, lilac blouse ; Mrs Harrison, navy
skirt, blue blouse; Mrs MelvilleStevenson looked very bridelike
in her simple white muslin, white hat completely covered with
white gossamer veil; Mrs Broham (Christchurch), brown cash-
mere; Mrs Worsp, black silk ; Miss Hilda Worsp, astylish com-
binationof canary-coloured cr6pon and white, haten suite ; Mrs
Jackson (Wellington), grey tailor-made gown with blue vest •
Mrs Nelson, nil green crGpon with black bands; Mrs Tisdale,
black silk; Misses Tisdale (two). Miss Kilgour, simple white
gown.

HITHER AND THITHER.

Dr. and Mrs Hope Lewis have returnedfrom England.
_Cr. a “d M £B Hassell, of Avondale Asylum, have returned from
Christchurch, the doctor resuming his former duties.

Mrs Broham, of Christchurch, is makinga short stay in Auck-landat present.
*

Mrs Worsp gives a large ‘At Home’ for young people nextweek, to which we are eagerly looking forward, as Auckland is so
devoidat present of private entertainments.

Many of the guests on the Parnelllawn on Saturday came overafter the garden party given at ‘The Towers.’Remuera, in aid ofSt. Mark s Parsonage.
Phyllis Broune.

I GUARANTEE TO CURE
THE NERVES and THE BLOOD

Says HERR RASSMUSSEN,
The Celebrated Danish Herbalist

And Parisian Gold Medallist of 547 George-Street, Sydney,
and 91Lambton Quay, Wellington,N.Z.; and no greater truth
has ever been uttered, judging from the thousandsof testi-

monials sent to himby grateful cured Blood andNerve Suf-
ferers. whom his world-renowned HERBAL ALKALINE
VITALITY REMEDIES have restored to Permanent Health.

For example, his Celebrated ALKALINE VITALITY PILLS
are a Certain Cure for Weak Nerves, Depressed Spirits,
Debility, and Weakness of the Spine, Brain, andNerves.
Special Powerful Course, 43s 6d; Ordinary Course, 23s 6d; Smaller
Boxes. 12s and 6s ; posted.

His Purely Herbal ALKALINE BLOOD PILLS are unsur-

passed as a Blood Purifier and Blood Tonic, and will not
permit a particle of any Blood Disease to remain in the system.
Price, same as Vitality Pills.

His ALKALINE UNIVERSAL PILLSare unexcelledas a per-

manent cure for Complaints Peculiar to Ladies. Price, same
as VitalityPills.

His Liver and Kidney Pills. Rheumatic Pills, Asthma and

Cough Pills, Pile Powders. Flesh-Producing Powders, Gargle
Powders, Varicocele Powders, Fat-Reducing Powders, Hair
Restorers, and Complexion Beautifiers are simplywonderful, and
are well worth givinga trial.

Call on him or send to him at Wellington for his valuable free
book,which contains valuablehints, allparticulars, and numerous

testimonials. All Correspondence Private and Confiden-
tial. Write without delay, and address—

HERR RASSMUSSEN,
91 LAMBTON QUAY. WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND.

LADIES I D.A-JDIBJBI LADIESI

DR. FRIKART, M.D.
FOUNDER OF THE FRIKART MEDICAL ALLIANCE).

14, BRANDON STREET, WELLINGTON.

Ladies can now obtain Post Kree the following CELEBRATED
SPECIFICS bearing her name

FRIKART FEMALE CORRECTIVE PILL

Guaranteed to removeallIrregularities,no matter from what cause

arising. LARGE BOX. 215.; SMALL BOX, 10s. 6d.

GYNOTINE.— For restoring the Natural Functions to their

normaltone. lOe. 6d. and £1 Is. Invaluable for delicate women,

SUPERFLUOUS HAlR.—Hairs permanently removed
from any part of the face, neck,hands or arms, by an entirely new

process, without personal inconvenience or the slightest dis-

colourationof the skin. LARGE BOX, 215.; SMALL BuX, 10s. 6d.

FRIKART MEDICAL ALLIANCE,
14. BRANDON BTRKKT. WELLINGTON.
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