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WAIFS AND STRAYS.
o—-——-.-—---

THE bright side 1a not always the right side.

An ounce of mother is worth a pound of elergy. —8paANISH
PROVERB

One class of men must have their faith hammered 1o, like
a nRil, by anthority. Awnother clasn mnat bava it worked
in, like & screw, by argnment..—HoLmes, .

The axperience of homanity in life is very like men in &
crowd. Some elbow their way to the front, others are
pushed to the front, and others again are foresd to the rear.

Every human being is individoalised by & new arrange-
ment of elements. Hia niind is & safe with & lock to which
only certain letters are the key. His idess follow in an
order of their own. —EMERSON.

The habit of committing our thonghts to writing I &
powerful means of expanding the mind and prodoeing &
logieal and eystematic arrangement of our views and
apionicne. It la this which gives the wiiter a vast nuperiority
as to the accaracy and extent of his coneeptionn over the
mere taiker. No ooe can ever bope to kuow the principles
of apy art or sciance thoronghly wha does not write as well
84 read npod the subject.—BLAKEY.

A DiviNa CAT.—~An extraordinary cat story reaches na
from Birmingham (says the Stock keeper). According to an
eveniog contemporary of that city, a gentleman living there
poasessen a cat which frequently mcnm?aniea bim on & shorb
walk. The other Sunday, whilst atrolling along the banks
of the river, the cat followed him, and was ordered home,
but inatead of obeying the order, s it nsaally did, it raced
along the river bank, snifing the whola way. The owner
watched it with coneiderable interest, and saw It enddenly
dive right under the water, and return with a rat in its
mouth, It i the first inatance we know of, & cat diving
under water to fetch out a rat. .

CARNIYOROUS PLANTS. —That earnivorous plants exist is
a very well-known fact. Insects which alight on these plants
are immedintelg easught in a net of sticky tentacles, and
are scon reduced to & pulp and digested. en 3 digested is
the exact expression, although it sounds peculinr.” There
iz some renson for this. It is the plant’s way of proecuring
a supply of nitrogen. Bat a learned hotanist tells ua that
in Canada he bas found a certain kind of asclepias, or
swallow-wort, which killsinsects not for foed, but apparent!
o1t of sheer cruelty. Ibis a climbing plant, which people
train over arbours and similar places. It begins to bloom
in Aoguast, and its perfume atiracts erowds of insects of the
mort varied species, No sooner have they pluoged their
wroboscishnto the aweet-scented corolla than they are seized
by the hard-toothed stamens of the plant, and beld in a
vice-like grip ountil they ars dead. A few of the Iarger
insects manage to excape in 6 somewhat mutilated eondition,
but the more feeble incects invarlably snccomb.  Thera is
apparently no reason for this conduct. Evoluationista tell
us that the scent of lowers is generally to attract insects in
order to insure fertiliration, and this makes the plant's
a~tion all the more difficolt of explansation. K

VaLug oF RovaL CrowNg —One of the most costly
crowns in existence is that of the King of Portural. The

jewels which ornament it are valued at £1,600,000. The- -

crown which the Czar of Russia wears on apecial occasions
is also one of the most precious in the world. The cross
which surmonnts the crown is compoted of five magnificent
diemonds resting on & lerge uneat bat polished taby. The
small crowa of theUzarina contains, aceording to authorities,
the finest etones ever strang, The crown of the (Jneen of
Epgland, which is valoed at £36 000, contaios a great tuby,
a latge sapphire, sixtesn small eapphires, eight emeralds,
four small rubies, 1,360 vrilliants, 1,273 rone diamonds, four
pear-formed pearls, and 269 of other shages. In his state
clothes, lacluding the erown, the Sultan of Johore wears
diamonds worcth £2,400,000. His collar, his epaulsts, hia

irdle, aud his coffs sparkle with the precious stones, His
Emceietn are of masaive gold, and his fingers are eoversd
with ringa which are almost priczless, The handle and the
bLlade of his aword are covered with precious stones. The
most costly invigoia of princely dignity, however, are thore
of the Sultan o - Maharajah of Bareds, in Indis. The chief
ornsnent is & nacklace of five atrings containing 500 d a-
monds, some of which are as large a1 hazet nuts, The upper
and lower rows consist of emeralds of the same »ize.

MOSLEM PECULIARITIES AT THE TABLE.—The Moslem
costoma of eating ave entircly different fromy those of
Western life. A white cloth is spread upon the floor,
whereon the diahes are placed. Before beginning the weal
the guesta are invited to wash their bands, mouth, and
nose. Tha host then raises his hand and nnrplicstes the
Lleeeing of the Almighty by laying—‘ Bismillah * (* in the
nama of God 'l The gueata then dip their fingers into the
same dish with the host, but they must not emt with
more thap three fiogers, nor open their wouths wide,
nor take large mouthfals, nor awallow hastily. It the
goeat has occarion to drink in the coarse of the meal be
munt do #e softly. Wbhen the repast ia over, the host again
ralses his hands, apd exclaims, * Praire be to God.” Tha
staple dish of all Mabiometan dicners is a plain meat cooked
in & large qaantity of vice. The dish is uscally placad in
the ceotre, apd curries, preserved froite, and other
tootheome flavours are added et discretlon. In the
economy of the boueehold it is very necessary that the
Mosletn wife should be able to cook, for she in held

pooai for the entertai b of the gussts. Where
thers {a more Lthau one wife the cooking ie taken by turaos,
one week at & time. Although among the poorer classea
the women sre not veiled it ia asoal for thoee of good family
to go forth covered with what is called in Ama & bourks, or
in Ezypt & habargh,  The conceslwent of the face of &
woman was :trictly ordered by wbe prophet, and Mahomet
must be held reeponsible for the exceedingly ugly covering
which is osed by the Maeslem won en who travel abroad. In
Mcslem bonsehnlds theImoihe - mad not the wife is 1be he-d
of the harem, sud rhe is looked up to with re?-ect by the
wivea. In the eveat of ber death the mother of 1he eldest
son claima the 1ole ol the household. Tt s not Mahomet
whom we must hlame for the degradation of women in the
East, for it wonld pot be difficnlt to sbow tbat bis ideas
abvat wumeu were somewbat in advance of his contem-
poraries. He ‘ored sto sav, ‘' Woman wav made from a
crooked 1ib, and if yon try to bend 1t atraight it will break ;
thetefore, trest your wives kindly.”
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PIANO & ORGAN ‘BOOK

Our new Catalogue is & grand port-
. - folio of all pe

The Latest and Bast Styles

#of Organs and Pianos.. Tt illastrates,
describes, and gives mannfacturers’

prices on Qrgans from $25.00 u
and Planos from - $160 up, It
shows how to buy at wholesale direct
from the manufecturers, and save
over 50 per cent.

THE CORNISH ORGANS AND PIANOS,

Guoaranteed for 25 years, have lbeen played sand
praised for nearly 30 years; to.day they are she
most popular instrunents made. - Seewre our
SPECIAL TERMS of Credit, framed to suil the
times.  Remember thia grand book is sent FREE.
Write for it at once.

CORNISH & Co., Washington, N.J.
{Extablished nearly 30 years.)

"CRATEFUL RESULTS" -

M 8. Lydia M. Tarbox, of Altcona,
- i Pennaylvania, U, 8. A,, .

Restored to Henlih by the use of
Ayer’'s Sarsaparilla

“Last Spring, 1 was grievously afflicted
Wi Liliousaess and liver complaint. My |
monsit wad In a terrible cowdition every
maruivg, my tongue thiekly coated, my

. always out of order; nor did the many rem-
enies recommended do me any good, il 1
trizd Ayer's Sarsaparilla, when my improve.
Inent began almost from the first dose.
‘Tuis nnlocked-for, but gratetul, result, was
accomplisl:ed by only two and a half bottles
of Ayer's Barsaparilla.’”

. . »

arla Th s '“
Ayer's &re, Sarsaparilla

Admitted at the World's Fair,
Made by Dr, J .. Averd (!n-..Iﬂwe‘.l.l\-l'mm.U..",. A

We make a Specialty - - -
Of Finely Engraved
" CARDS, CRESTS, . . .
MONOGRAMS and
. _WEDDING INVITATIONS

.preminm of 6d on each barrel nf liver.

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.
[ v S—

EDISON'S DISCOVERY OF THE PHONOGHAFH.

THE axiom whish tells na that * great eventa from littls
oanses spring * rarsly received & more striking exemplifiea-
tion than in the case of the invention of she phosograph,
which resnlted from the sccidental prick of a Goger. True,
the fingar pricked belonged to Edison :—*I discorersd the
principle by tha merest aocidess,’ statea Mr Edison. ‘1
was singing to the moathplece of & selephone, when the
vibratioos of the voice sent the fine ates) point into my
finger. Tha$ set me to shinking. II I could record the
actions of the point and send the poinb over the same aur-
Ince afterward, 1 saw no reason why the thing wonld not
talk. I tried the expsrimant firet on & atzip of telegraph
paper, and found that the point made an alphsber. I
shonted the words ** Halloo | Halloo " into Lhe monthpjecs,
ran the paper back orer the ateel point, and heard s faint
*“Halloo! Halloo 1" in return. determined to make m
riaching that would work accorstely, and gave my as-
sistants inatructions, telling them what I had discovered.
They laoghed at me. That’s the whole story. The phono-
graph i the result of the pricking vf & Ginger.'
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BHABK OIL.

Bhark oll is exported in large quantitiea from Ieeland to
Gearmany. Ibis of a fine colonr, never becomes shick, and
is said to ponagss similar medicinal virtues to cod-liver wil ;
a0d no doobs it ia often sold in the nams of the lakter pro.
duet. A fleet of 100 boats is engaged in the industry avery
year, from Jannary to Auguat. They are schooners of from
thirty to Efty vons, with a crew ol from eight to ten men.
The sharks are captured abont twenty miles from the cosas
in winter, and in the summer abous & hundred mwilas away,
in deeper water. Every two or three weeks the boats re-
tnrn &0 port, with from 100 to 120 barrels of liver, which
is boiled in dirty and evil-smelling bovels. The sharks
eaptured by the Icelanders reach 20 feet in length and
5 feet in thiekness. A liver yields op to five gallons
of qil, The neighbourhood of a shark-oil refinery is not to
be mistaken. as the odour arising therefrom is far from
pleasant. The fisherman earn sbout 353 per month, with a
The captain gets
2s 3d f»er barrel for the first hondred, and 33 4d per barrel
for all in excess. Sickness ssems Lo ba very rife among
sharks, judging from the emall qnantity of heslthy livers,
belonging to a healthy fish, compared with the greenish ones
from the fish soffering from diseane, aud the red livers from
the thin, ill-conditioned fish. Toe Icelanders only take the
fivera from the fish, and neglect the fins, mkin, and teeth ;
but that is ot &o in the Tasmanian fsheries, na in Sydney
fins fetch £28 per ton. They are also saved in tbe
Hawalian, the Arabisn Gulf, and the China fisheries ; in
fact, Io China the fine of sharka are considered u dellcacy.

. The leeland shark is not such s ditticult fish to tackle s

the tiger shark, tha terrihle * bluepointer ' of Anstralan
walbers, which, although emaller, in swifter, more terocions,
sud farnished with a more masrive jaw than his congenem ;
however, a large number of fAshermen fall vietims to his
voradity and violence. Ooe of the chief sites of the shark-
liver industry is Slamsund, bat when the ofl leaves therg it
isnot Gt for use, but is eent on to Christianis, where it is
refined and freed jrom sangninecus globoles and atearin,
filtered throngh paper, and packed ready for the market,—

0Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter,
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GOLD IN THE SEA.
In leekin%bo scconnt for the crigin of gold Professor
f

Lotley, in Knowledge, ohserves :—*Sioca the ses s the
great phi or all solutj
1t coutained the soluble salts of gold, but the fact is not now
B watter of mere dedoction, %mﬁ of actual knowledge.
Sonstadt found, from carefn! experiments on the sea water

it was safe to conclude that

- of Rameay Bay, Isle of Man, that ssa water contains o little

under & grain of gold per ton. Estimatiog the whole of the
gold production of the world to the gpreeenu time ab
£8,500,000,000 sterling, and iakiog the weighb of the sea
wator of the globa at 560,000,000,000,000,000 tons, s was
estimated by Professor Wartz, of New York, we Fnd that
the present seaw of the globe contain npwards of 5,000,000
times ma much gold ne has ever been extracted from the
rocks; and econseqoently we must conclude that the seas
of the globs in the past kave been fully able to stock
its minernl deposits with all the gold they contain, From
these considerations it seems probable that gold was erigin-
ally diesolved in the waters of the ocean, from which it was
deposited, a8 the result of the decomposition of soluble anlta
of gold, by the action of orgsnic matter, and thab it was
then eliminated from sedimentary rocks by segregation to
other metallic matter, with which it yemained associated
botil thermal conditions—cansed by deep-seated ition
or not far distant igueows action—ipdoeed a chemical
reaction, and likewise heated sufficiently the anbterranean
water of the rocks to make it an effeciive solvent of the
nuriferous compound, SHo the geld of the massive rocks
was carried with silica by percclating water into the
accomulatiog “* vein stuff” of rock fissnyes, whers on cooler
conditiona superveniog the soriferous eomponnd was de-
posited in a solid condition, and the gold jtse f subsequently

H. BRETT, Braphio Office, Shortiand Strest, Auckland,

P d, by the segregation of the silica to the vein
quartz, and left disssmigated through the vein stuf aa
matallic gold in the forms in which it is now foond,’
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