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A HIDDEN TREASURE,

MANY HAVE SEARCHED FOR IT IN VAIN.

ROM the beginning of eirilisation, when people som-
menced to find that they bad & past and to aifs sheir
legendary lore snd desipher the erude records of

sheir barbario forefathers, nothing haa taken so strong s
bold npon the human race as the talea of hidden treasure
that have bean handed down from g tion to g i
Doubtlesa the old Egyptians searched for the tombs and
records of forgotten peoples with as keen a rest as modern
explorers, under the cloak of acience, pierce the Pyramids
.nﬂ open the sarcophagi of the Upper Nils; and thers is
little donbt that the races which come after ua will be poe-
seased of an ardour no less vigoroua in defining tha boand-
aries of our roined cities and despoiling our tomba.
California is
RICH IN TALES OF BURBIED TREASURE,

but they mra mostly of a vague and aneatisfactory sort,
w‘:ﬂch w’ill not stand investigation, and can umuslly be
teaced to the bar-roem utterances of some dissipated miner
ot to the shameless fabrications of some nnacrupulons
cicizen. [t seemn to be left for Santa Barbara, which already
hes the best of everytbing in the way of climate, scenery,
prodocte and pene_le, to Iay just claim to several of the most

icing and an tis tales of hidden t that one

often hears,

I came acroea the first of these whils exploring a canyon
some ten milas out from town, varionaly known as Gatos
{wildeat) and Lewis Canyon, and which containas, several
milea from the point where the waggon road terminates,
some interesting prehistorie traces in the shape of Indian

paintings ou the faces of two sheer cliffs, throngh which -

the tiny stream, moviog with gigantic force during the
winter torrents, hea slowly throagh the ages carved lu way.
Thers is b cave high up o the face of one of these cliffe,
and this cave, no Foua shan the strange inscriptions, was ona
of the objective poluts of our pariy.

* Perhapa you'il find the old priest’s lost treasuve,” was the
quickening remark of & rancher who was gravely contribus-
ing directions for our guidance, and who evidently had
little respect for people who were led by no more dignified
matives tham & desira to umravel the lost history of & &:o-
historic race. * They say it'a hidden in a cave somewhers
along this range,’ he added, tentatively.

This led to queries and explanations. His knowledge waa
vague bot beguiling. Some time during the early occopa-
tion of the mission there had been & great treasure con-
cealed, for the parpose of safety, io & eave in the mountaine,
snd the secret of its biding-place had been lost,

We reached the cliffs, but notv the cave, which was thirty-
five feet np in the air, in the face of & straight rock, having
no ladder and po means of constrnoting ang save from
timbers 0o heavy for our exploring party to handle. If the
tressure ia there it still awaits the discovery of some enter-
prising individnal who haa the coorage to follow the wind.
iogs of Lewis Creek nearly to the crestof the range, with
the aid of ropes, scaling several falls and alippery ledges
high in the sir, and who then has soflicient conrage and en-
erprise reserved to fell a couple of syeamores and conatruct
& ladder that willlitt him to this openinf. -

Apgsin and again, sometimes from old Mexicans, whose
scant knowledge of English and my own scant atore of
Spanish made conversation difficnl$ ; sometimes from promaie
ranchmen, who regarded all energy as misapplied that is
directed outside of & barley Held or a kitchen, vague refer-
encea to this [aacinating tale again came to ns. It was not
until I eama across 8 German, who has his home in San
Roqui Canyon, that the story waaspread before me, full and
coruplete, to the lasb detail.

! Very early in this century,’ my Germen acquaintance
began, * about the year 1808, the Santa Barbara Miesion, at
that time very wealthy, and with

GREAT STORES OF GOLD AND PRECIOUS JEWELS,

64 well as ehurch orbaments worth a pile, was endangered
by pirates, who at that time threateped the port. The
Eﬁeln decided to move theee treasures to a place of safe-

eeping, Now you ecan seé for yourself that if they had
merely sont thein off in somebody's keeping they wonld bave
been easily traced, 3o thev determined to make believe
they bad another purpose when they carried off the jewels.
They put up an sdobe building bere in the canyon, where

there wore many Indians, I will show yon the fonndation
of this shapsl by and bye. Bus they pretended is was a
dairy they were building, and they bronght along all theie
n-:f?a and pastured them here [ the piratsa had gnessed
that they had the treasnre bere it was n good place to de-
fend it, you bes P

‘Wae bad been walkipg slow!y up the eanyon, and my In-
formant torned aod with a significant wave of his hand
bade me take in the sitoation. He evidently was an
aathority o wmilitary matters, as wall as opon all other
subjeats, he place ssemed Atted by nators for an im.
pregoable forvress, with its narrow, rocky walls and ita
slight eminenoce, mmmmdin%: the only approach from the
valley. He showed me the half-obliterated foundation of
t.beoo{i chapael, or dairy ss he would have me believe, which
was easily traced, indicating the former existence of u
quadranguoiar boilding, probably some sixcy feet in width
sod perhaps 1560 feet in length.

* Here they had the treasure safely hon:ed,' he went on.

natere with sofs nodules, which wear away, Jeaving fre-
quent hollows and celin Bomestimes whole ledgea me
honeycombed in this peenliar fashjon, and whers tha soft
apota Are exposed to the weather or the wash ol water
caverns from aight to thirty feed resnit.  Asida Irom this
ledges in thie vicinity hava enormons fissores,
CAVES WHERK THE TREASURE MAY BE

There were probably a thousand caves and fissnres in
which & man or band of men might have fonnd shelter,
within & quarter of a mile of the fonndations of the old mie.
sion builaiog. ‘There are a bundred thousand whers n
amall treasire might be secorely hidden from sight. Some
of thess holes and earverns are 1n places innscessible, nnless
a man chose to risk his life in the climb and descenn ; yet
shers is a possibility that one in the delirjorn of fever might
{::va reached them and found his way down again withoatd

jary.

B?_t. my informant’s oonfidence was av fnll tide, and had

L]

* But one night one of the very young fat t ons of
the old ones, as some ple say—one Father Pedro, he got
sick and they didn’c know it. Youn see, it was one of thosa
kind of fevers that come on with a little twist in the brain.
And hé got to worrying over the tresanre, and fearing that
the pirates might find it thers, And one night he got op
when the others were asleep and he gathered ib all together,
and he weat out in the night somewhers np in the hills and
he hid it away, and the next morning ke was very sick, and
the very next night he died; died without telling one of
them where he had put the treasare.’

There was #an impressive panse. The atory, told in that
solitary place, amid the wild hills with their tangle of
chaparrsl, their atately oaks and their maze of rocky fast.
nessen, carried conviction with it.

*They hanted for i¢ & long time.

OF COURSE THEY RUNTED FOR IT.

It was the wealth of the mission. Without ib they were
poor,” the Dutchman went on. *They went all over and
over the hills. They dug up the ground in all directions.
They hunted in the rocks and caves. They hunted for
fifty years. They never found it."

*And have they given up hunting now ¥

I— Idn't say. S i on moonlight nights I ses
people with spades on theirshoulders,” in a voice of mystery.
“ Bub you speak of it to the priesta at the mission nnd not
one word will they say about 1t to admit or deny. If yon
want to hear about it yon go to the old Greasers—hali-
Indiane. They know all abontit. 1learn muoch from my
mother-in-law. She is half Mexican, half Indian. She is
old, and she remembera the taik about it when she was a
ehild and everybody knew about it. There is cearcely a
Spanish man in this town who has not dug forit. And
Americans—they come, too, all the time, I tell them, * Go
ahead.” -Yon find any ure yon are wel to it
You can see the holes ahout here where they bave been
diglging.' !

here wera certainly a great many holes besring the
marks of aspade or & sbovel. Some of them, in our im-
mediate vicinity, looked as if they might Lave been opened
that morning. ~ Yet the canyon was deserted, and in ali the
timen wa have visited it we had never so far encountered s
sonl besidea the Dutch A sudden auapicion awoke.

* And you! Why don’t you try and find it yourself when
you have a little time to spare? It would be a fine thing to
come neross such wealth these hard tinres.”

This sympathetic enguiry ged hime,

* Oh, me—I have dug a bole now and then, when T had
nothing else to do,’ be said, with affected indifference.

* And what is your theory ! Do you think the treasure
e bidden in the groond, or in a cave, or in a tree ¥

“In the rocks,’ he eaid firmly and notwithetanding the
evidence of the freshly-turned sod.

‘You ses it stands to remson,’ he went on with warmth,
* that the sick prieat could not have dug a hole deep enongh
to hide the treasure that night. Aunpd if he had, the ebancen
are they would bave found the place as enon as they found
that the treasnre was gone. He couldn't bave gone very
far, and he coaldn’t have done mueh work. If be had gone
all the way on the gronund rhey could have followed hia
ateps. I believe he put it in the rocks.”

In this arm of the San Roqui, which is locally known an
Tebbett's Canyon, named after an old newspaper man who
once had his residence there, the rocks and bounlders and
ledges belong for the most patt to what might be called »
eave formation, and which is traceable in every guleh and
canyon of the Santa Yuez range. 1Ibin m soft sand

tumm where not all his prudent resolves of
secrecy eonld interrupt it

‘Do yon think that tresanre waa ever bhidden withoud
some wign to ting it again! he demanded, earnestly. *1
tell you, wherever that was hidden, there are marks to
fnd it by. I've been hunting for thoss marka, They may
be on trees or on rocks. Come with me and I will ahow
yoo what I foond 1

He led the way n hundred yards or more up the besutifol
canyon, twice crossing & erystal brook aa it came tumbling
down from the beights above, He bnally stopped in & glade
of live oaks, under & noble tree.

* Look there I' he aaid.

Deeply marked in the gnarled tronk at s belght of some
six feat was & large cross with & square base, the whole
some four feet high and three or more feet across.

* And look here, again I'

On a tree some twenty feet Away waa

THE RUDE OUTLINE OF A TOMAHAWK,
almost obliterated by tiwme and growth.

* Now, it may be," said the Dutchman, * thab if ovs wounld
dig beneath these freex in  direct line between them he
would come upon that treasore. 1 dog a little, as you see,
bot maybe I dida’t dig deep enongh.  And, perbaps, if one
shonld cnb down this ree,’ indieating the tree with the
tross, ‘they'd find it wae hollow at one time, but the bark
closed arunad the hole, and something may be jnside of it
or perhapa it is high up, where that big limb joioed the
trunk. Whet I  think is this: Somewhers olse there was a
third rign: perkaps it is on A rock, sod is washed, so v
doean't ehow plain after sl these years ; perbaps it waa on
another tree, that waa burned down when flires awept this
guleh. If anybody ean find that third sign, and draws a
line between the three, the place where those lines interaect
they may dig, and they will End the treasure.’

He said this with great conviction, and one could not but
wonder how many weary hours or days he had spent in
huuntiog for this third sign. But thers was that shont the
cross on the tree that made it well worth regarding ; ao
deep bad it been cub iu the goerled trunk, so many years
had the bark grown and striven to cover the ugly wound.

¢One might think it bhad been

PUT THERE TWO OR THREE HUNDRED .YEARS AGO,'
snid our guide, eyeing the tree with cool interest. *I my-
self can scarcely seo how it had time to grow so much since
1808, Iam nn:ly & tenant here, and I ean't cut down » tree
unless it ia dead, If 1 eonld cut that down we conld connt
the ln?au of bark and tell to a year jnet when that was
made.

He said this with an sir of trinumph in his scientific lors
aod a listls impatienca they it should ba necossary to take
such & painataking step to perfect his stores of exact know-
ledge. “But more important thought was taking shape in
another mind. Waes it possible that this man, in his search
for & treasure of gold aud jewels, hod stumbled peross an.
ather and wach more hwportans discovery?! Tha rcar, an
he had rightly said, bore she evideuee of centuries of growth
above it. ~ Can it be that bere, In & Santa Barbara canyen,
we have a pew snd indisputable evidence of the existence of
the prehistoric cross, autedating the introduoetion of the
Chriatian religion, which discovered in Mexico half & cen-
tary ago, caused such @ wrangle among theologiana ?

THE OBJECT IS CERTAINLY WELL WORTH INVESTIGATION.

Eelore snother fire, such as has raged sll around it the past
summery, shall bave swept this ancient landmark from the
tace of the earth, this tree should eertainly be felled, nnd »

which seems to have been interapersed in its formation by
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cross- made through the deeply graven cross, with a
view to racertaining the exact namber of layers of hark
above it. _Thab it has been made by the hand of man, its
sxaey limen and elaborate delineation place beyond a gues-
ticn of & doube.

In this same canyop, not many rods away, there is an.
other arboreal eoriosity that may weil claim the considera-
tion of thoughtful minds. This in & great cak which has
one enormons limb, apparently of & diffsrent species, grow-
ing out of it 4% & beight of some ten feet from the groond,
aod which bas plainly been grafted by artificial mesns, the
live of the cutting and the swell bayond it being distinctly
vigible, This, oo, would seem, by ita prodigious growth, to
have been the work of a century or more ago. What conld
be the object of such elaborate task, parformed on this hard-
wood tree in this lonely and noinhabited canyon ?

Froita Hainzs LOUGHEAD.

TOMATOES PICKLED.

In choosiog green tomatoes for pickling, rejech all which
bave s tioge of ripenewss, as tbey sciten too easily in the
cooking. Slice them very thin and as even as poui{le. To
half & bushel of tomawoss take a dozen lmrge onions, aleo
aliced very thin. Aw they are cab, place In jars, and atrew
over them two small teacups of ealt. Lot thew stand cver
uvight. Then drain well and eook until tender in one
gallon of weak vibegar. Drain well again, snd
pack them loosely Ju the jara or bottles in which
they are to bs kept. Beald now six quarte of
fresh vioegar and add two pounds of brown sugar, two
ounces each of ground cinnamon and sllapice, one vnnee of
groued cloves, quarter ouncs of white mnatard seed, Lwo
ounces of groond mustard, and & tablespounfol each of
cayenne and celery ssed.  Tis the ground epices loossly in
w beg, add the celery seed and groond maostard to the sca)d-
ing vinegar, A little horse-radish cut up fine belps to keop
the vioegar. Pour the rinegar hob pver the picklies, and b
ouce vover ciosaly.




