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HE peragrapbs in last week's issns
value and danger of the naw defonce in murder canes,
that the desd was committed undsr hypuootic snggestion,
has drawn several letters from iaterssted swbacribers.
They deal mainly with the attempt to shoot an Auckland
solleitor, and cannot therefors be published ab preseut.
That people may be hypnotised, and when nnder the in-
flnence of hypnotism eommib terribls c¢rimes must be ad-
itted, and il for the def of p have
not heen slow to take advantage of the new opening.
Ooe of the letters I have received contsins & most
ingenious defence of the young man who =o nearly
pistolled Mr Campbell on Wedneeday, snd one cannob
help regrefting not being able to publish it A
Wellington gentleman, however, farninhes the most in.
ing icati He points onti that & hypootiat
ean not only pel 8 man or to do der for him,
but ¢can by hypnotic suggestion force an innoceny man to
soufess himeelf guilty of a crime which he—the hypaotist
—han commitied. Not only conld such a thing happen, but
ttactually has happened, In proofof this my correspondent
sends an artiele of the greatest inferest, bnt which the ex-
igencies of space have compelled we to cut down.

‘THE atory s, it appears, an old legal one, and concerns
two men of the name of Bourne, who were arrested and tried
for the murder of ome Colvin against whom they had a
grudge, Colvin had disappesrsd and the Bourhes wera
charged with his murder. There was nothing npon which
the officers of tbe law could proceed, becaunse thers was
sbaolutely no proof of the corpus delicti—uhe body of the
erime. That is to say, the accaeed ¢onld noc be tried natil
there wan suflicient avidence at hand to show that & crime
had been committed. As it was thers was nothing more
than smepicion. After some delay, however, iv was an-
nonnced by the Prosecutlng Attorney that he was prepared
o go to trisl ; that he had obtained the confession of one if
not both of the prisoners. The story of the confession as it
eame ook was that the brothers had been confined in separate
cella; that they had become worh out by the importunities
of those who urged them to eonfess, and that finally one of
the brothers admicted that he did the deed. 'When this fact
was made known to the other ha stontly insisted that it was
he and not his brother who perpetrated the crime.

STEPHEX BOURNE, who was convicted and sentenced to
be hanged, confessed, so ib was said, that without the know-
ledge of bis brothar George he had murdered Colvin and
baried his body beneath a heap ol atones in & vertaio field.
It was showt on his trial that the bones were found just aa
he described them and they wers preanmably prodnced in
court, On the day appointed for the execution of Stephen
Bourne, aad just as they were abonb to adjust the uoose to
hin neck, Hichard Colvin sppeared on the scene, and the
hangiog proceeded ne farther. Colvin explained that he
had wandered away from bome in s fit of mental aberration,
bat had recovered in time, and bearing by chance of tha
arrest aud convioction of Bourne, he had hastsned home to
ptevent the comanmmation of a legal orime.

THOARE who have had the moabt exparience in dealing with
criminal law and that class of officers who devote thelr lives
bo the copviction of criminals, ot 5o say to the discovery of
erime, know how auanle 14 Is to rely upon the testimony of
such officers as to founi made by pri These
conslderations led the higher conrta of the land to lay down

& rule of crimival avidence, whick {s now aniverwlly recog-’

olzed, under which no conviction oap be bad wishout proof
of the corpus deliciv boyond & reasonable doubt, entirely in-
dependent and irrespective of the conlession of the & d

the corpus delicti by the exhibition of the bones which
wers bronght from the stone hesp in the fisld which
Stephen Bourne either did or did not describe. But when
it is reruembered thay when Col¥in returned and exploded
the supposed confession of Stepten Bourne, & forther ex-
amination of the bones disslosed the fact thab they balonped
ta a diseased male (this is sober and petrified fact), it will
be seen how littie the proof of the corpus delicti in that eaws
depsnded upon anything but the alleged confession.

IN the litaratnrs of criminal triala and transactions shere
ara many oases hardly less remarkable than the one jost
mentioned. Thera are some well-remembered instances
whers accused persons have been tried, convicted and exe-
coted for murder where there was no lack of proot of the
corpus delicti, but where thers was no evidence to connect
the accused with the crime, alleged fonsi
casen where, after ion, the real eximinals were snbse-
quently discovered. In other words, whera innocent men
have been hung for crimes with which they had nothing to
do, Isit not practically certain that some of these * confes-
sjons * were obtained by i d partles by rie in-
fluence, the object being, perhaps, to compass the death of
the innocent man who confesses.

NE is getting heartily sick of the woman-egnals-man

likaly now and then to be embarrassingly so. The imagin.
afive man will have ne diffienlty in pictaring to himaeelf half
a dosen forma of home-made hats which will render suicida
not only justiiable bat inevitabla

MALEVOLENT and misguided famale haa, I ob-

serve, been advising women to go in for * honse to
house' open air photography for a living. As everyone
knows, the method of procedurs is simpls. ¥You take yonr
camera to a suitable plase, say a terrace containing twenty
or mors houses, and securs one or more viewa of it. Then
you send copies to all the householders resident in the sald
terrace—their names may be prooured from tha directory—
and reguest that they will send & small sum, say a shilling
or eighteen penece, for the photograph yon have taken of their
residence, sdding that further eopies ean be had if desired,
Probably tes or twenty will not respond at all, bot »f nine
of the rest send their shillings, and the tenth oxders half.a-
dozen copies, you will pot get & bad reinrn for your ex-
penditnre fo the master of plates, sennitised paper, and
postage astamps.  This fa obviously only an exten-
sion of the idea of ths peopls who photograph the
¢ Hatch, Mateh, and Dispateh * columns in the daily papers,
and send eopies to all the people who have had eventa in
their families. But it bas evidently © canghs on,” for in
certain new meighbonrhoods the speculative photographer
follows close upon the heels of the apecnlative builder, whoea
new villas are often taken by the camera long before they
are taken by the tenants.

THE woman who follows the pian in the foregoing pars-
graph will probably canse *man, poor man' s vast amount
of miisery. It was possible to awear at the men who
tried this game, bot of ecures oue will have o smile &
polita *No thank yon, nmot to day,’ to women when
they begin. The GrAPHIC would, by the way, suggest
that the plan may &t slight risk be made very much more

discnnsion, which has taken a new and vig , DOb
to say virnlent, lense of hfe in the ynod at Nelson. The
whols queation was dis d ad when the Female
Franchize Bill was yebunpassad,and when once the women of
the eolony had been admitted to political equality most of us
heaved m sigh of satisfaction in the mistaken belief that the
arguments both proand con weredonewithatlast. Vainhopa
The Charch plodding heavily behind has re-opened the dia-
eoeaion, and thelaststateof the readersof newspapers is worse
than the firet. Merybersof Parliament aralongsinded enongh
and proay enongh in all epnscience, and the reports of their
sayings ara dull and dismal reading indeed; but the
synodsmen—so to call the prosing pars who have wasted

ive, If all the family are enticed into the
verandah while the honse is being taken, a handy ascom-
plice—beg pardon, assistant—may profitably employ herself
clearing ont the plate box and sny valnables to be fonnd in
the back rooms, entrance being mede by the back door,
which is almosy sare bo have been left open. No charge in
made for this idea. [t is given away with this nomber.

T is surprising how yeer after year the same questions
erop up on the same topies. An experienced jonrnalist

can almost prediet the month when certain familiar yeb
strapge questions will find their way into the query

»o much valuable time at Nelson are infinitely more dull,
infinitely more verboss, and the reporta of vheir proceedings
A positive terror to the man who groans to find the best
columns in the paper abeorbed by them. Few, one
imagines, read them for pleasnre—madness would lie that
way—and there islittle indead to reward those nnhappy
beings whosa duty obliges them to read or to listen to -
the speeches. Still there was a pear! here snd there. The
GEAFPHIC, of course, agrees thut women should bave a vote
in vestry and choreh matters, but I could not help feeling
that Mr went out of his way to court a smart retorb
when he alluded to the benefit public bodies would
derive from the presence of women, owing to the pacifie
tendency and fsweat bl of ’  What
about Mos Yates at Onehonga! Sweet reascnablenesa!!
Yegodst!!

OLONIAL youth beware ! Avold the moonlight picnie,
distrust the eustomn of sitting ont. A new terror
threatens the engaged young man, therefore fight shy of

Thera is, for instance, that time-hononred and
really ble d d—what b of allthe pine?
England slone, it appsars, turna ont some fifty-fonr millions
daily, and Germany and the reab of the world must average
sboat another fifty millions, 100 millions of pins & day |
Sarely thesa are nof, cannot be all absolutely made away
with daily. As has been said by & contemporary on thisim.
portant matter, it is rather m difficult thing to loee m pin
absolutely. Washerwomen manage to lose & good many in
the recesses of one's linen, but the wearer finds them overy
tiwe, and naually has some pungent remarks to make on
the discovery. The number arranged by shoughtless
nurses in the softer parts of habies' anatomies is doubtless
Iarge, but they usually come to light agair. the baby, and
the equally wakefal father, know the reason why.

PEOPLE nre, indeed, mowt relactant to leb pins be loat.
They remembar vaguely that & millionaire, when they were
children, sscribed bis fortaue to picking ap a pin, and they
are always cricking their backs and siaring their eyes in

all that tends that way. Hithesto the d s of en
gagement have been of so 0ld established an order that it
wonld ba an impions-and saerilegions band that should dare
to nee a pen againat them, but when & new terror is added
1t ia tima to rebel, The tobacco-pouch of plueh broidered
with the fingers of devotion we have come to look on with
equanimity, even with favour. It in it and clumsy and
gaudy to a degres, but no man would dere to hint thas i4
was not & charmiog present. The splendidly flozal hraces
are, too, & legitimate offering, sud one to be accepted by
the p t aud well-behaved male with outward joy and
inward resigoation. Slippers, of conrse, ons regards aa in-
evitable, and abont & year ago in this colony knitted meck-
ties weore added to the list, They were allowed to pasa
without remark, snd this perkaps sccounta for the
fact- that we are to have the new terror. Biraw
plalting In the lateat craze, and it is the thing for a yooog
woman in smart sosiety to give her fiancé & straw hat—I
wmean plaited by ber own fingers. The Queen herself has
glven an impatos to the new fad by positively making = hab
for * dear Battenberg.," When the editor of the GRAPHIC read
this announcement he trembled for New Zealand's jeuncese
dorée, for what will not the loyal eclonial girl do to
{mitate royalty. Bot he still hoped till in a Now Zealand
paper be read an advertisement Log that | d
be given snd materisls booght froma certain well-knownshop
ot & thonaand miles from Cathedral Square, Christchoreb

d %o follow his example. A great nnmber of pina
find their way to the dust heaps, but vhe persons who over-
rake these nnsavoury acehmulations doubtless return wany
of thew to civilisation, only, however, to be lost again. The
only suggested explanation at all likely to be accarate, saya
the Giobe, im this: *That just as [there are abanrd peopls
who imagioe that by collecting & million used penny stamps
they may gain soroe great privilege, a0 there are other mis-
goided persons who beliove that m million pios have s
special market value, and thus absorh the snormous pro.
doetion.”

UST now when we hear so moch of Eogland’s desire and
intention to eatablish *protectorates’ in various regions
distarbed by the Asiatic war, It is awnesing to resd of the
fate that befell the British steamship Yarrowdals, within »
few hours’ steaming of the port of Buez, over which England
exercises s protectorate in the full significance of the word.
The Yarrowdale, s ship of 2,000 net tonnage ran on & reef
known aa Aboo Nahaa, situsted nt the entrance of the Gulf
of Snes, about one bundred and fifty milee sonth of the chief
pors of the great caunl, As soon sa the news of her wreck
reached Suez the locsl agents sent down the Egyptian
steamer Hodelda, with pomps and other salvage waterial,
& Earopesn Jiver, snd ons bundred lsbomrers, to nry
and get her off; but the Hodeids was woy power
fal gh to tow the Yarrowdsle off the ree! and

Assomeove hes vruly said in lamenting the innovation, the

It may be said that in the Bourne case there wes proof of

prospect is formldable indeed ; bracss and pouches ean ba
hidden sway, but & straw hat is always obrions, sud seems

therefore sbe veturped to Boez. In the meanwhile
it seema thas wniter jettisoning abous 600 tons of
oaTgo, the vessel, when under steam, was god off the veef;




