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reect altbongh the that the Fina
o oo ormad gt . n :Ed. ;l:u: 0D WA A
in 8. Peternbarg, wha menk
:ﬂtln:lall:iii:i:]hn lntm;i of #' inhabitants of Abrepaborg,
whither he '-:.iluqutntl; called on business.

were mere gossip why did Tolki aak Btreecins to solempiza
the m"ﬁ‘f' when his second son was s Protestant divine
and iv woold be only nataral that he should cflciate at his
brothar's -oddl.nq]‘.r The bride’s family was one of the best
in Ahrenaburg. Tolki was fond of dislpl:_{, and it was pre-
posterons that he shonld prefer the little church wedding on
tha island to an imposing ceremony and feast in the eity.
Tolkl plansibly explained away every objection, and it oniy
remained for the paman to publish the banns and trust thab
some objecting voice would by raised or some ineriminating
evidencs resch him from the mainland, If all waa not as is
shonld be. The Greek Pope, with whom he eonsnlted,
shared his doubts and they sent for the religions records of
the Tolki 1amlly ; bub ere thesa mhedﬁ()uel‘ the bridal
rty ocame to the p begging to per-
Jorm ha seiemony, s old Tolki waa desperately 11l and
nothing would procore him somfors save the knowledge thas
his son's ma had been happily consummated. As,
appatently, every regolation ha complied with and
the weddi{g bad been fixed for the morsow, Sireccins per-
foree consen
The following day was Sunday, snd the bride, her hus-
band, and their respective families attended the Lutheran
Church stvompanind by old Tolki, who had been miracu-
lously restored to heaith—a few hours after blessing the
onion. The parson had punnod & sermon from the text,
+Give to Coesar the things that wre Cossar's,” with the ob-
ject of awakenlng the patrictism of the islanders, who wers
udly gtambling over & freeh tax. He explained at lengsh
how (hrist bad tanght cheerful obedience, and how he had
eepeclally bidden the Jews who came to him sgitated by
wm war an asurions impoat, to be snbmissive to the will
of their saperiors. FProtection of lils and property and
many other good thinge came from the Governament i re-
turt for the money 1y required, and he bad finished by my-
ing : * How much more are these words applicable to you,
s yollr have on the tax money toe pictare of your own Em-
ror
PeThe people had seemad deeply moved by his sloguent
watrds, so that while ehanging Tobes in the sacristy, the
good men felb consoled—almost forpot she news he bad
received on entering the old church that had caused his
ubger to rise as he observed Tolkli in the oongmf:&ion.
He found the wedding party waiting for him the
rch, and Tolki greeted him with an invitation to the
g:nquet. The parson declined sharply and thep exclaimed :
‘ How darest thon appear here before God 1—shon who hast
Lied to Him in the person of His prieat! I asked thee,
Jappa Tolki, in mbg otlizial capacity, hadst thon become of
the Ew e faith viram puolesto ? snd thon didst swear.
Doubly bast thou lied, rnm’ed thy selfand sinned againat
thy Gtod in Heaven ! Away lrom me, and may thy onelean
foot never ereas this threshold again ¥
afo the face of the Finn as the parson ex-
plained to the bride's family how be had juet received
K:of- that the old map, his wife, a0d the bridegroom had
n for years Greek Catholies. The strict Protestant

father was heart-hroken at the cruel deception which had -

been pragtised to wteal his daughter, fiom him and secrotly
registered & vow to pupish the Fion and eave the parson
from the persecntion to which be had onwittingly exposed
bimself by blessing » mixed union. At present, however,
thers was nothing 60 be done but leave for home. Bo he
begged his danghter to leave her hasband and join bim and
her relatives. %ut she girl refused ; she had been fasscinated
by she clever man : and Tolki's sneer, * A wedding is &
wedding,’ expressed her views.

Japps Tolki was nod of the kind to hrook lnterfersnce
wich hin plans.  All the village had witnersed the scene at
the chureh door mud he determined to donbly punish Strec.
cios for the ascandal his worde had awakensd. He bad long
withed to mee his second son, Parson Tolki, established on
the ieland ; and his fivet move cansed the summoning of
Streccius by the S?nod. to anawer for the mixed marriage,
sod the sending of chis young clergyman to fill the vacans

pulpib.
arloechs could med help wssoclating the estimable
Eoung divine with bis crafty tatber, aad sancluded that he
ad had & band in her uncle's undoing, whereas in reality he
bed welcomed the eall as & summons to protect her during
the alder n’s absence. He had wecretly loved ber for
ﬁnn. and ho that some day he could earn her on.

e had thoughtfully srranged that bis bright young sister
Thilo shonld aecompeny him to the parsonage, trusting thab
her companionship would reilere the anxlety of Carlo:cba;
bat to her his p was & d ion of her mncle's

arich which she would oot condone, She left the I%Q
lor the isalated vottage of a d d old German shepherd,
which wan little more than & hovel ; and neither the plead-
ings of ber frlend Thilo, nor the offer of paznon Tolki to
lhe:;:. the istand, would indnes ber to returs to her formar

Nobody on the Island but sly old Tolki koew that she
worthy clergyman woald pever retum, for he lay already
in one of the noisoma dungeons of an impregnabls fortress
priton, having been arrested in Abrensburg, spirited away
and locked op without s trial, ou the grave charge of
beving called the Ctar, his benefactor, * & Tiberlas,” in &
sermon preached to the islanders already disaffected by the
uew taxes. This was more than encugh to condemin the
righteous man_to perpetnsl imprisonment and death by
inches, and Tolki had known it when he bad travelled to
the maialand and in coojonction with & beught confedurate
brought scoqsation againet the worthy divize.

The winter advanced sad no bews came bo Carlosche
sither from ber ancle or her sister Jolinks. Just befors
ber uncle's sammons to the Bynod, Julinka bad writtan and
sunounced the arrival of Axel Waendisod st the P.lish
castle, saying tant be was studylrg aeain at the thealogical
seminary in the neighbourhood and was & snd

Tolkl snnouncing the seered incarceration of Bireccius.
The yoong man immedistely rode over to the sotiage and
broke the news to Carloscha, telling her some snemy of
her nncle had been at work and he intended to leave the
island st once, scek ont the good man's filends in Ahbren.
barg, and arrange, if possible, for his mr.. Flighe, Lthey
knew, was the only road to freedom left, for mo ery eounld
pieres the foriress walls or rise from their bomble homes to
that quarter from which alone an honorable liberation ecald
eome.

Jalinka's letter to Carloscha was foll of her joyfal life in
St. Petarsburg. She wrote thab she was sooght after by
the highest in the land, money poured in, snd sucoers
erowned her every efurk. She 8lled pages wilh pews of
Axel, He had followad ber to Bt Petersburg: sund she >on-

that weak, miserable, and vacillating sa she koew
him to be, she lovad him with her whols heart.

Poor Carloscha knew, too, that Axel was weak, apd
realized that ho conid mobt long resist the ebarms of her
brilliant sister. Bhe seixed the opporinnity of the resurs-
ing sourier and wrote tellicg him of her mi anes, and
thas, worst of all, Julinka loved him. Hhe begged thas be
would explain o her about their betrothal, apd help the poor
sister to guoell this mufortunate pasrvion. Then foliowed
tender expressions of noalterable devotion, ste love
and Jonging, the outpouting of which brought her in some
sort of solace.

Alss, Julinka's letter had been long in resching Carloscha,
and ere the anawer was written, her inflnence had secored
for Alex Wendland sn honoratle and remaneistive Govern-
maunb ition, and their approsching marriags had been
publicly announead,

ore be was esrried 8o the island, whenes Parson Tolkl hoped
ks conld arrangs for hh-mre acroms the fronuler.

Btrescius &b onos wrote a letter 8o Julinks, telling her of
Axel's engag to Carlosch He bad becn made
anxions ere his departare for the Syned by the ariiay's Jettsr
about Axel's constant visits to the family he had wronged,
and bs ined to write ber of his secred engagemenpt to
hor sistor; bud tha sodden i ‘--Ing-m toally
silenced him. ., . .,

It was the evening after the weddiog.
her sofs in the bright lamplight dru-ns.ng lazily of her own
lnlplpm and planning for the relief of her desr onea. The
ball rang and & lottar was brought it.  She seized i with
an exclamation of joy ; ahe had 1ecognived her unele’s hand.
writiog, a2d this means that be waa free.  She begmn to
road with arvidity, bod horror froza ber blood when she
resched the part about Axel and Carloscha. Bbe was forced
to go over the lines several timea 18 she conld grasp their

rtent. Terrible pletures of the futore nnrollad themaelves

fore ber. There was not an instant to lose, Bhe ross,
rang, and ordered m earriage.  8bs dressed hurriedly for
travelling, while a mald packed & trank. She encl her
uncle's létter in a fresh envelops ib, sealed it, addressed
it o her husband and laid it where he would observe it on
his return.  She bhad pot added ons word,. Why ahould
she? It explained everything. '

Beourged by her remorse ab baving wroni her sister,
though unwittingly, Jolinka travelled night snd day to
reach tha haland.  The telegram conld not be stopped, bat
in the winter news was often delayed for weeks. Bhe might
arrive before it, and in any cass n{c wonld ba there to share
Carloacha’s agony snd help her nurse their uncle.

Fate was not 30 kind. Goverpment nledgnlhmd from

bors it to the

Julinks lay upen

- the muinland just as the dispatch arrived am
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‘SHE BANE DOWN UFON THE BEACH.'

fant tray. * How horrible I' he mnsed ; *how orumel ab this
tiwe of all others ' He wes abeut to burn it, un ed,
thon decided to rend 16 Aw he did so he grew ki He

oould not stand the vpbraidings of hls own conscience, He
wunk confess all.  Two or three times he atarted towards the
door, thew tamed to walk u];‘ud down the room, groaning
i nily his features became ealm ; he

i His mmile returned s

be lit » eandle and watched the flames slowly tonsnme the
letser antil nothing was left but & little grey msh which he
indifferently blow off the sleeve of his iImmacolate wedding

garment.

Julinkws, too, wan dep d on the nurhi-l morning. Bhe
had receired a letter from Carloscha telling of her wnxisty
over her mncle's protrasted abesence, and the Lutheran
elergyman ehe had summooed to perform the seremony had'
seht in news of the parson’s i ion for ¢ (L]
thab anxiety opp her. How eould she rejolos when her
dear ones were suffering —her ancle in & vile dungeon aod
her sister in & solitary shepherd's hut !

*What hap&l:enl Axel and I bave s home to offer
Carloscha ' st consolation there was in the thought
that sbe bad influence now, mnch infinence, and wonld be
able to balp her unole. Meantime her poor little siater wae
suffering privetion; she must join them at onoe, and
Julinks sent off (o her a telegram anoouncing her marriage
I‘o Wendland snd begging Carloscha to oome to Bt. Poters-

arg. . .

Btreoelus’ existenos in the fortress was one of extreme
misery. He was exposed to no actual pbysical torture, bat
his cold and dark cell was alive with vermin, bis food ocon-
tained waggote, and the joul water which was spamsely
doled out to bim emitted s stench, His only consolation
was his rightecus eonsclence snd the fellowsbip of an

:elmme gueat in the house, from which he spd Julinka
new that be had robbed the gremtes: ornament.  Usrlos-
cbn, ae woll as her uncle, had besn shocked st the naws;
Orither conld voderstand how those they loved comld parti-
cal:lle in sach a breach of boepitality, and_for weeks ber
:,“ le consolation esme from the fact that Jolinks and the
oles bad started for b, Petersbusg and lef¢ Wendisnd
alone to pursas bis studies.
. Mauil neldom ariived at icebannd Ossel o winter, bat at la- &
mﬂou:letume on Gorerument busivess apd brought wich
m l_letur from Juliuke to Carloschs sod one for Parson

ble officer who had besp lu priscn for years without
knowing why, whose philosophical, oheerful dlsnosition and
scquaictance with the bilitlen and imposeibilities of
Ruseian justics proved of jnvalasble to the simpl

miaded mean. It was be who soted ae interpreter of the
sigus of liberation, and 14 wea be who guidéd the wraek of
the opoe vigorons clergyman when, on & certain winters
night, they fonnd the doors of their privon open and ares

lag out of the fortrusa entered u slaigh which stood waiting
in the road. Young Tolki was the E-lror and oarried them
swiftly to the distant bome of & friendly purson, whers the
poor wsn sought in valn to from his terrible ordaal

Yy

village. Thilo Telka did not delay an instans, but mounted
and cacried it om a full gallop to the hut. She was in her
brother's confidenos was aure |t coptained news of the
old parson’s escape.

Carloncha tore open the envelope in brightest moticipa.
tion, while Thilc and the shepherd wers caring for the
bores, and when she had rend It she stopped back into the
het. _As they entered they fonnd her sitting before she
open door of 1he stove gazing stolidly st the flames ; wnd in
answer to their icquiries she explaioed in & low, hoarse
valon theb the telegram contalusd only a gresting from
Julinks, in which abe expressed the bope of beiog able to
aid their unale.

The othern coneluded tbat the deferring of ber bopss hsa
unstrong Carloschs, alresdy weakened and broken by the
loby months of soziety and privation ; so Thile ponitently
excused hearseif and rode bome, se dejecied ae if her friend’s
disappointment had been dus to her.

‘The shepherd pressed Carloscha to eat something and she
struggled to awallow & cop of tea belore retiring to her
room. Here she listened nntil the stillness of the ootts,
told her that the old man had lald himsslf to ress upon the
stove, as iz the custom of the bumble in Rumis. She roee,
opened her window poiselessly aud stood lookiug out into
the derkness, ber band carsesing jts rough frame.  How de-
licionely cool the night sir felt apon ber ashing brow t It
tempted her forth, Sbe clambered throogh the littie cass-
ment and wisrted scrom the moors in the direotion of the
sed.  Ib was snowing bard, asnd the farther shoe wenb the
mors difficols tbe way becams, After what seemed an
sternity she reached the dunes. Bhe felt them bLeneath ber
feat. The suow in slue- was 0y deep sbe oonid barely
stroggle through, and in otbers the grocnd was firm and
hard whers the wind kad swept |t clean. She stumbled and
fellr:fun. but dragged herself upagain and atill pressed for-
war.

'Ob, it must e oear] Yes, here it was ! At Jast 1 and
with & Nitle ery from ber breakiog heart sbe sank down
upon the iocs-bound beach betwern the ohaik aliffe.

It waa & wolt, low ery, snd jot it rang into the hears of
eternity avd reached the throne of the Most Pitlin), Qo
black wings tbe angsl of Duath flaw downwarde. He
divided the harrylog spowflakes knd carried in bis unvpotted
hwnds her Eurs woul to God, where it was soon to be joloed
by tbat of her murtyrad uncle



