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» + DRESS REFORM. +

—_—t——————— .
BY THE PHILOSOPHER IN BLIPPEES {J. F. NISEET).

SOMEWHERE ip the depthe of the woman's movement there
is » projeet for the adoption of a different style of dresa for
Jedies from that now commonly worn. If gomsip can be
trasted, innovators ara eangaged at the preseut moment in
contriviog *something in the nature of a dual garment,’
other than the divided skirt, which, doring all the yeam it
has been befors the world—in the mind’s eya chiefly—does
not aprear to have won even that limited amonnt of a
proval known as & succés d'estime. Asl am enxions ta belp
the ladies in rationsalising their dress (which has got a little
off the plumb of perfect propriety). perbaps they will allow
me to present them: with s few slementary prizciples upon
which alone, an it seems to m#, they can bope to balld
secarely.

FINBT, AS TG THR FAILURE OF THE DIVIDED SKIRT!

Thera was nsver & chapce for that garment, because its
goalities, tf It bad any, nay, Its very existence, were known
only to the wearer ; and the trne theory of costnme, I take it,
in that it is designed with Bn eve, much lesa to the neces-
sitiva of the person wearing it, then to those of tha looker-
on. If you donbt this, ladies, try apd imagine how littla
wonld remain for practical use of the b d 'ereations ' of
the Rae de Ia Paix if the b "ce were suddenly de-
prived of the single senese nf sight.

The fundamenial mistake made bv the dress-reformers ia
that they masorre copsiderations of health or comiort to
come first in the molution of the problem of costvme, Far
belore thesa I place the association of ideas in relation to
the sexual instinet. o other words, the costnma that moat
flatters and stimulates the idea of esex, or of tha difference
between the pexes, in that which ie the moet becoming, and,
the vapariee of fashion apart, the mont likely to he popnlar
and enduring. .
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I do pob claim any inherent fitness in this or that ent of
garmeny for one sex or the other. Tall me what, for any
reason, the ingrained custom or experionce of a race has
been, and T will tall yoo bow it most feel abont drews.
T or petth it ters not which sex adopta
which | Tha essential thing is that tha dress for both sexes
shonld not be cut to the same pattern. Henes it is that in
the Orlent, whers woxen show some prefersnca for the
tronser-shape (e.g., the Turklsh trousers of the princesa in
pantomime), the male garb tends to run into the petticoat.

In the light of thess consideratioos let o= see how the
latest project of tha Rational Dress Society lpgelu, aa-
lumlngi‘thl.r. the 'something in the nature of a dual ger-
ment: ' s,

. PLAINLY SPEAKING, TROUSERS.

I an) afrald the Indien who advocate what they arg pleased
to eall rational dress, work from their heads and not from
their hearts. They are actoated by some vagne hope of

lacing the sexea upon an equal footing, of givioz woman a
tter chanee in the battle of life, in which she is paid to ba
bandicapped by her petticoate. They mleo argoe, perhaps,
that in such a climate as ours, troneers may be a cleaner
article of ontdoor wear than & skirt. They may insist
farther that — But why enumerate the score of 1easons
why women should act as mep, or men &= women? Ara
they not atl ret forth in the sdvaoced feminine literatura
of the period ? .

Plausibls as some of the reascne mnz be, they do nat for
s moment weigh in the balance with that little principle of
mine—the sexual idea and ita associatione. 'or good o1
evil Enrope ls committed to tronsers aa tha charecteristio
male garment, the symbol and badge of manhood ; aond to
the patticoat as all that issweetly and sednctively feminine.
The positions might have heen reversed. They may atill
be reversed ; for if womeu ineist npon wearing the male
garment par h men in eelf-def will be driven to
the petticoat.

Now, do the ladies of the Eatiooal Dresa Society realise

what & potent charm end attraction they are asking their
sex Lo Tenounce in
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and what sentimental difficolties and drawbhacks would ba
eroated by an ndoption of the proposed dosl garment in ita
piace? I capmot think they do realise thess things, other-
wins this miscbievous agitation in favonr of men's clothes
for women wonld never have been heard of.

That the race would ran any risk of becomlng extinet
throogh the carrying ont of the scheme, I do oot aay. It
the only woman there was to love iusisted upon wearing
tronsere—well, we shonld bave to love her and make the
best of it; and in dos time a new set of associations would
fArow up sround thia garment—no longer then * womention-
sble,” but & mource of inspiratiom, emulation, and bigh re-
solve ; and women, to do them jnatice, with the msthetic
senee of their sex, would, no donbt, alash it, and frill it,
and puffit, and embroider it, and make it & vary presentable
garment indeed, B3 unlike the originel pattern as it could
well ba. Bat the change wonld mean a revointion in sentl-
wment and poetry, which it wounld taske twenty years to
effect, and meanwhile & whole generation of women would
be jeopardisiog their ch of the Higher Love. Twenty
yenra do Isay? Perbapa fifty |

‘What, then, Is rational dresa? 1 should say that rational
dreea was that which, withcat exposiog or revealing too
much of the female fignre, suggested it to the best advan-
tege. Stays there mast he ; becaunse there now participate
tn A great extent in the poetic associstions of the petticoat.
The pointed shoe has almoat established itsell. I wm nob
sure that the French heel, bad aa it is cn every common-
sense gronnd, is not gettng to be unaseailable by dint of its
mspociation with pretiy feet and well-tnrned ankles, Thera
are many featores of fashionable dress which, in the cold
light of reascn, are not to ba defended, bat which hold their
own by amociation. Even the bishop sleave will bave ita
chanca of * cateblog on * if it staye long enongh. —P. M. B.
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