
TENNIS COURTS

ue in full swing just now. as the weather is getting cooler.

Among theladies who have been entertainingin this way are Mrs
Brandon. Mrs W. R. E. Brown. Mrs Tolhurst, Mrs Grace, Mrs
Johnston, and many others. The Thorndon courts are always
crowded, they are in splendid conditionnow.

OUR PEOPLE.

Miss Lucy Williams (Hawke’s Bay) is on a visit to Mrs T. C.
Williams, also Miss Hadfield. Miss Pitt (Nelson) is also here for

a short stay. Mies Williams has gone to the country for a tew
days.

MissC. Elliott (Auckland), is staying with Mrs H. Elliott.(her
aunt).

Mr and Mrs H. D. Bell have returned from their trip south.
Miss Eastwood, who was in Wellington some little time ago,

and was a guest of Lady Glasgow, has again come to New Zea-
land, this time forherhealth, and is just now staying with MrsL.
Stowe.

(BY TELEGRAPH.)

Amongst the
AUDIENCE AT THE OPERA HOUSE

during the week were Mesdames W. D. Crawford. A. Crawford,
G. Mantell. Friend, W. Johnston. Barron. N. Reid. Baldwin, A.

Pearce, Joseph. G. Phillips. Kohn. Travers, Barclav, Parfitt,
Gore, Morison, Drs. Collins, Rawson, Grace, Messrs MacKenzie.

Findlay, Henry, Purdy, the Misses Pearce, Grace, Gore, Russell
(Hawke’s Bay), Friend, Babbington (Christchurch), Harding,
Barron. Izard, Johnston, Barclay, Reid,Quick. Ling, Pike, Camp-
bell. Burns, Gillon, Luckie, Toxward, Elliott,Heywood. Trimnell,
Muir, Wilford, etc.

Ophelia.

PICTON.

Dear Bee February 12.
One of the most exciting

CRICKET MATCHES

ever played in Picton was played on Saturday between Picton
and the redoubtable Koromiko Club, The match was played on
Nelson Square, and during the morning was notable only for the
misfortunes of the Picton men, who all went out for twenty-six
runs. Koromiko wentin and ran up a scoreof Iseventy-five, with
every chance of placing another laurel in their crown of glory,
when

*

the mothers and the cousins and the sisters and theaunts’
of Picton appeared onthescene. Then the Picton men resolved
to do or die. They braced themselves together for the coming
contest, and the feats of agility and prowess they performed
evolvedrounds ofapplause from every spectator. After making
about one hundred runs with six men out, they declared
their second innings closed, and the Koromiko men went

in for their second innings, with the object of either
topping the score or spinning out the time. Top the
score! They would if they could, and their best players
wentin and slogged the ball in all directions, making a big hole
in the count. The faces of the ‘ mothers, and the cousins and the
sisters and the aunts,’ lengthened visibly, but Jack Esson, our

champion bowler, was equal to the occasion. Down went the
wickets and out walked the batsmen oneafter another, till time
was almost up. the scores were almost even and the last man
stood before the wickets. ‘ One more miuute to time,’ called out

the scorer. Jack took a steady look at thepitch, took ashort run.
round went his arm, away went the ball, and down went all the
wickets. For onebrief moment there was dead silence on the
field, then a mighty shout arose. The Koromiko men congratu-
lated their opponents, and declaredit was thebest match they had
ever played.

PERSONAL.

Miss Clayton and her brother, cousins of Mrs A. P. Seymour,
have just arrived from England on a visit to their relations here.
They seem to be enjoying the fun and freedomof coloniallife.

The Education Board have recommended the appointment of
Mr H. Howard to the Tua Marina School. Mr and Mrs Howard’s
friends in Marlborough hope to hear that the appointment has
been confirmed by the committee. They will both be warmly
welcomed back by their numerousfriends andrelations.

Mrs Felland family,who have been camping outdown theSound
for the last month, returned home last week. They enjoyed
themselves immensely, yet consider a month quite long enough
to be away from civilisation. Mrs Fenwick and Miss Livingstone
joined them for aweek.

Mr Jack Curtis, of Spreen Creek, has returned from England
looking as well and jolly as ever, though he returns minus his
right arm, which was taken out of the socket in aZ London hos-
pital. A few years ago Mr Curtis sustained an injury to his
collarbonefrom the simple kick of a gun. Operation after opera-
tion was performed, his collarbone was dispensed with, and he
was ultimately advised to go Home, some of his relationsbeing
high m the medical profession. Jack worked his way Home,
writing with his left hand, found his rich relations, through
whose influence he obtained admission to a good hospital where
he was further mutilated, cured, and advised to return to New
Zealand on account of the climate. He worked his way out as
purser, being far too independent to ask his relations for any
pecuniaryassistance, and now he is working for a livelihood—a
noble specimenof thecolonial go-head-young man. On Saturdaylast he was presented with a purse of sovereigns subscribed by
his brother Druids from allparts of the colony as a kindly token
ofsympathy for him. The presentation was made inBlenheim.

Jean.

DUNEDIN.

[BY TELEGRAPH ]
Dear Bee, February 15.

This (Friday) afternoon, a small, but very
ENJOYABLE GARDEN PARTY

was given by Mrs Fisher (St. Clair). Being a warm afternoon,
the teatables were temptingly arranged onthe lawn, therefresh-
ments being most acceptable. Some very exciting games of
croquet and tennis were played during the afternoon. Amongst
E?®. lasies1

_

Preß e“t were Mesdames Lintott. Fraser. Branson,motheringham, Webb, Spring. Kaye (Christchurch), Palmer.
Stronach. Shand. Ziele. the Misses Fisher. Fotheringham. Bro-
n»rJsk’ §Sron

J
acA’ Ch»lmers. Cargill. Ziele.Bran son,Fraser,

cordon. EdithShand. Denny. Barron, Lucy Barron, etc., etc.
Un thesame day, Mrs Morris gave

A SMALL LUNCHEON PARTY

for Mrs Graham. The table was prettily decorated with red
geraniums which contrasted well with the white china asters and

feK’
„

ThoseJ remember as present were Mesdames

Wie MiTseTMOTri9 DriVe ’ Tolmie’ Ha«Bett. Ridings, Webster, and

On Saturday afternoon, a large and most

DELIGHTFUL GARDEN PARTY

en Mr
j
nd 4,™Sargood (Romanoff), in honour of Mrs

,'En?>and). The Engineers’ Band played
unde?L~- d

u J 1?? <
af ,t®rnoon/ The teatables were laidwlt? th,eir, welcome shade. The floral arrange-ESS? Xsre composed principally of yellow dahlias. French marl

t an< J, ,ern8* v®r7 welcome fruit and ices were kept going

tables
Ot£®r deA!£acieß wero Placed on the little

sham nf»fetata
tb ?,£ ard®“* rber,® waßrather a new idea in the

numeroim £ ki* 4**° baa ‘n filled with soapy water, also

_

for lowinf.Boap bubbl®B placed on one of the

hiehest bnS.wa « the excitement as to who could blow the
danced

b
™

bl?h» te%thr®S or four sets of Lancers wereneed on the lawn. The band rendered music, which

was most delightful to dance to. Mrs Sargood. who

received her guests on the lawn looked charming in
pale heliotrope delaine with trimmings of heliotrope surah
silk, large black lace hat with heliotrope flowers. A few of the
guests were Mrs Alexander (England), in sage green corduroy
cloth with trimmings of black insertion and white lace;
Mrs McLean wore navy blue cloth trimmed with blue satin ;

Mrs Morris wore black corded silk; Mrs Jack Wright
wore peacock blue cloth with trimmings of passementerie,
and satin, large black lace hat; Mrs Jowitt. fawn corduroy cloth
trimmed with sage green; Mrs Roberts, black and gold; Mrs
Richardson, fawn skirt, blue blouse, black lace hat; Mrs Eardley
Reynolds, black crepon, heliotrope silk waistcoat,black and helio-
trope hat: Mrs Bartieman. black silkcrepon, black bengaline silk

sleeves; Mrs Stephenson, black striped clothwith jet trimming,
pink chip bonnet; Mrs Ulrich, in black, lace mantle, small gold
bonnet; Mrs Royse, black costume; Mrs (Dr.) Roberts,black serge

costume; also Mesdames Shand, Farquhar, Wright, Rattray,
Neill. Hocker. Graham, Ogston, Ridings, Neville; Miss Alexander
(England), whiteduck costume, small sailor hat; Miss MacLean.
white crepon, black lace hat; Miss Bartieman, brown crepon;
Missj S. Bartieman, grey crepon. white hat; Miss Royse, white

muslin, blue flower, Diack lace hat with pink roses; Miss K.
Royse, white spotted muslin with pink and green flowers, long
streamers of pink and green ribbons, pink chip hat with green

ribbons; Miss Gilkison, pink duck with black silk trimmings;
Miss E. Gilkison, fawn duck andblack silk plush ; Miss Johnson
(Christchurch), black costume; Miss Farquhar, pink striped ging-
ham ; Miss B. Farquhar, blue sailorcostume; Miss Graham, grey

shot tweed; Miss Henry, black striped silk with waistcoat; Miss
Mcßeynolds, stylish white duck; Miss Moffet (Invercargill),
greencreponblouse, whitefelt hat; Miss Perston (Timaru), white
duck dress, black bonnet; Miss Webster, green corduroy cloth
with fawn trimmings, fawn toque; Miss Ulrich, pink print, sty-
lish black hat with green feathers ; Miss Lily Roberts, black with
pink trimming; Miss Wright, black crepon, yoke and trimmings
of turquoise silk; Miss Morris, holland, white hat; Miss J. Rat-
tray, fawn costume; Miss Sise, blue cloth; etc. Amongst the
gentlemen were Messrs Sargood Fraser (Melbourne), Pascoe,
Wright. Williams, Bell (Wantwood), Henry, Tapley, Menlove,
Gully, Richardson, Reynolds, Wright Roberts, Rev. Diggins,
Messrs Perston, Perston (junr.), Mason, Black, Reynolds, Williams,
etc.

Aileen.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, February 14.

As I write the date it occurs to me what day it is,
andI wonder is the postman as eagerly a looked-for person as he
was ten or fifteen years ago, and I think not, but all of us are so
clean swept outat Christmas time, we have not had time to re-
cover, so good old St. Valentine and his sentimentality are for-

gotten. And perhaps it is a sign of the times, too. What would
the New Woman feel like posting such a frivolity as a valentine
when she has perhaps to speak at several meetings and inspect
an institution or two before her work is done for the day I Heigh,
ho!

We thought the sign of the times was not felt during the Opera
season, but in the way ofentertaining itmost certainly is, asthere
is very little being done. Then a waveof mortality seemsto have
rolled over us and taken a great many with it, leaving only
mourning and sorrow behind, and added to that the weather
never was more capricious. I don’t think much of the locum
tenens in Wellington. It has been much worse since Captain
Edwin left, and our tempers arebecoming ruined.

On Wednesday Mrs C. Clark gavea

GARDEN PARTY AT ‘ THORRINGTON,’

their charming home in Colombo-streetSouth, when everything,
as usual, was most thoughtfully and beautifully arranged—-
tea and refreshments of various kinds in the summer-houses
and inviting nooks. The weather behaved perfectly until all
the guests had arrived, when the electric button must have
been touched, so quickly was a southerly storm upon us
compelliinginstant removal of everything portable and ourselves
to the house and verandah, which fortunately is very capacious.
But what a disappointment to hostess and guests to be treatedin
such a hasty way, and all tennis and outdoor games had to be
abandoned, the grass being too wet after the first shower. This
is enoughto make people hesitate over issuing cards fora garden
party, but it was a very pleasant gathering in spite of all. Mrs
Clark was gowned in a handsome black silk, and velvet mantle
trimmed with jet, small black and yellow bonnet; Mrs Cunning-
ham. sage green and vieux rose figured dress, vieux rose silk
trimming the bodice, small floral bonnet tomatch ; Miss Cunning-
ham. pale blue costume and white lace insertion, picture hat;
the Hon. Mrs Parker, pretty costume ofpale fawn and pink; Mrs
P. Campbell, black dress andbonnetrelieved with yellow; Miss G.
Cowlishaw, pale green and white striped crepon, lace fichu, black
hatand feathers ; Mrs J. Hall, paleblue crepondaintily trimmed
with lace and pale blue ribbons finished withpink rosettes, black
natwith spray ofpink roses; Mrs McPherson, a spotted petunia
silk with lace epaulettes, small black hat; Mrs Otterson, white
serge gown with full pink silk vest; Mrs R. McDonald, brown
crepon trimmed with black moire; Mrs Gould, rich black bro-
cade; Mrs G. Mannering looked very pretty in fawn, the bodice
daintily trimmed withpink silk and cream lace ; Mrs G. Harper,
black dress with vest of heliotrope, bonnet to match; Miss L.
Harper, white costume; Mrs A. Reeves, dark green cashmere,
vest and sleeves of black moire; Mrs Palmer, in black •
Miss Palmer, green velvet skirt and dainty white bodice;
Mrs Westmacott, tweed gown, electric blue vest; Miss
N. Reeves, white piqu6 costume; Miss Lean, cream
veiling striped with heliotrope, black hat; Mesdames Wynn
Williams, Tabart, Lane, Lomax-Smith. Reeves, Turrell, Wilding
W. Reeves. H. Murray-Aynsley, Rhind. Mears. Buller. A. M’
Ollivier, Misses Russell. Greenwood, Wynn-Williams, Murray-
Aynsley, Hutton, and others were among the numerous guests.

The

AFTERNOON TEA

given by Mrs Stud holme on Monday afternoon was only very
small in comparison tosome of the large functions there, but in

reality there is much more sociability than at a large one. Mrs
Stead, Mrs R. Macdonald, the Misses Reeves, and one or two
others were there.

DEPARTURES.

Mr and Mrs Chynoweth and children leave for England by the
next’Frisco mail, and during their stay of five years in the colony
Mrs Chynoweth has mademany friends and been a very active
member of Merivaleparish, where she will be much missed. On
Monday last Mrs F. Way mouth gave anafternoon tea that a few
friends might meet her and say good-bye,amongst whom were
Mrs Hare, Mrs and Miss Mcßeth. Mrs Cowper. Mrs C. H. Coxton,
Mrs Martin, Miss Smith, Mrs Gordon, and several more.

On Tuesday Mrs H. R. Webb gave a luncheon party for Mrs
Chynoweth, and afew more good-byes were said.

The
MERIVALE PARISH GATHERING

this yeartook the form of agarden party in the lovely garden and
grounds at Elmwood, permission being kindly given by Mr R. H.
Rhodes, and which proved an immense success, the day being all
that could be desired. Afternoon tea was provided in charge of
Mr Jas. Freeman, a band stationed on the lawn gave the festive
sound, and two lawns for croquet and two for tennis gave ample
amusement, with the delight of roaming through an exquisite
fernery and greenhouse. Most of the parishioners attended, and
those who did not may be sorry for a whole year, with the hope it
may be repeatednext.

THE CRICKET MATCH,

Christchurch verttus Fiji, was very poorly attended, the adver-
tised native costumenot being so great an attraction as really
good cricket. The visitors were very easily disposed of, thougn
someare remarkably fine-looking men.

The • New Bov ’ arrives this week, and he must be very good
indeed to take Miss Nash’s and Lauri’s place, for the sounds of
their mirth-provoking nonsenseis still ringing in my head.

Dolly Vale.

NELSON.

Dkab Bkb, Fkbruary 13.
A very enjoyable timewas spent last Saturday after-

noon at

‘THE CLIFFS,’

when Mrs Richmond and Mr and Mrs Sclanders entertained their
friends and the numerous visitors who are here for the Synod at a

garden party. ’ The Clitts ’is an ideal place for
a garden party,

and people enjoyed themselves wandering about the extensive
grounds and talking to their friends. A great attraction was
the Garrison Bantu which discoursed sweet music during
the afternoon. Tea and other delicacies were handed
round. The small tables looked very appetising with their
dainty loads. Mrs Richmond and Mrs Sclanders received their

guests on the verandah, the former looking extremely well in
lack striped grenadine, pretty bonnet with touch of yellow.

Among the guests were Mesdames Mules, Mackay, Levien.
Broad, Tomlinson. Percy Adams, R. Kingdon, Pitt. Cachmailte.
Grace, L. Adams,and Thornton. Mrs Glasgow wore abeautiful
gown of black accordion pleated grenadineover silk, becoming
littlejet bonnet; Mrs Macquarie, black silk, pretty little stylish
bonnet of black jet over white straw; Mrs A. Glasgow, prettybrown cloth gown, gold bonnet; Mrs Robinson, Mrs Fell. Mrs
Bell.Miss Pitt. Misses Fell (two); Miss Browning wore a becoming
brown and white holland gown, with dainty sailor hat trimmed
with quills and rosettes; Miss McCulloch, pretty white gown, large
whitehat with wreath of red roses; Miss Hunter-Brown, white
muslin,picture hat: Miss B. Atkinson. Miss Broad. Miss Grlbben.
blue drill, sailor hat; Miss Levien looked extremely well in white
muslin trimmed with chiffon, large black hat; Miss Gibson. Miss
Catley, Miss Huddleston. Miss Duff, Miss Cressey. Miss Cock.
Miss Trask wore a handsome black and pink brocacded gown*
Miss Atkinson. Bishop Cowie (the Primate). Bishop Neville.
Bishop Wallis, Bishop Julius. Bishop Wilson, Bishop of Waiapu,
besides numerous other distinguished dignitaries.

Great interest has been taken in the doings of the

GENERAL SYNOD.

by all the fair sex inNelson lately. The subject underdiscussion
has been Women’s Franchise, that is. sir John Hall brought in a
Bill toallow women to vote atparish meetings. However, after
a long and animated debate, the second reading of the Bill was
lost, nearly all the Bishops and clergy voting against it. while
most of the laity were in favour of it. The Gallery was filled by
numbers of the fair sex,who watched theproceedings with great
interest.

A cricket match which has excited a great deal ofinterest was
played in the Park yesterday and to-day between

NELSON V. FIJI,

the local cricketers being beaten, much to our disappointment,
the onlyone to distinguish himselfbeing Broad, who made 17 and
80 by sterling good cricket. A number of people witnessed thematch yesterday. In the evening the visiting team were enter-
tained by his Worship the Mayor and Mrs Trask, and spent apleasant time. Anumberof the local cricketers wore also present.

OUR PEOPLE.

Mr and Mrs Burnes leave to-day forDunedin for a three weeks’
trip.

Miss Meddings returns to Christchurch to-day, having had a
good timein Nelson.

Mrs Wallis, the wife of the new Bishop of Wellington, left
Nelson last week for a short trip to the West Coast. She was ac-
companied by Dr. Wordsworth, the Bishop of Salisbury. They
both return again this week. Bishop and Mrs Julius are the
guests of Mr and Mrs Sclanders. the Primate and Bishop Wallis
being at Bishopdale, and Bishop Neville at Judge Robinson's.

Phyllis.

Engagements
The engagement

is announced of
Miss Kate

ui»rKe, daughter of Mr

T. P. Clarke, Onehunga
and Hui®, to Mr Percy Thompson, of
the Equitable Life Insurance Com-

pany, Auckland.

Miss Kemp, eldest daughter of Dr. Kemp (who for many
years had a large practice in Wellington, but is now resid-
ingnear London), is engaged to Professor MacPherson, one
of the Professors of the Royal Academy of Music, London.

A Christchurch engagement just announced is that of
Miss Hutton and Mr Lance Lane.

ORANGE BLOSSOMS.

MR A. E. KIGHT TO MISS EDITH BROWN.

THE wedding of Miss Eiith Brown, daughter of Mr W.

R. E. Brown, of Wellington, to Mr A. E. Kight,
followed closely upon the announcementof their

engagement. Owing to the bridegroom being removed

from New Zealand and having to leave on Friday morning,
the marriage was quietly celebrated the previous afternoon
in St. Paul’s Church, at two o'clock, only the family being
present.

The bride was dressed in a bluish grey gown with cream

broidered waistcoat, cream tie, and bat with upstanding
bows. Mrs Brown was in black silk, jet and lace mantle,
floral bonnet.

A small reception from 8 to 10 p.m. was held as a fare-
well to the bride, whose health was proposed by Count
d’Albans (French consul), at supper. The happy pair drove
away at ten o’clock midst showers of rice, etc. They travel
overland to Auckland, thence to China. Among those pre-
sent were Mesdames E. Brown, Williams, Izard, Heaphy,
Goring, the Misses Medley, Izard, Campbell, Dudley,
Malcolm, etc.
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