
chivalry. They have been made unhappy and have made

the men nnhappy.
For years now. gentle ladies, yon have stood on yonr

pedestals, and found them only breeding spots for discon-
tent. We foolish men pnt yon there, but we cannot take

you down. So why not save the situation yourselves ?

Why not come down, trip down gracefully, smilingly, of
yonr own accord ’ It would be better for you, better for
us. better for the nation. Take a few lessons from good
old Europe and everything will be lovely I

What I have put down here is said in earnestness and
with conviction, though portions may sound strangely to

those who have not given the subject careful thought—-
which suggests the remark that it might be well for this
country if more people in it did serious thinking now and
then I

Cleveland Moffett.

A CHINESE LEGEND ABOUT MUSIC.

HOW THE DIVINE ART WAS REDUCED TO A SYSTEM.

* The legend tells us that Lyng-Lun wandered, deep in

thought, to the land of Lijoimig, where the bamboos grow.

He took one, cut a piece of it between two of the knots,

and having pushed out the pith, blew into the hollow,

whereby he produced a beantiful tone, like the sound of his

own voice. At this moment, the river Hoang-bo, which ran

boiling along a few paces off, roared with its waves, and the

noise it made was also in unison with the sound of Lyng-
Lun’s beautiful voice, and the sound of the bamboo.

‘“Behold them,” cried Lyng-Lun, “the fundamental
sonnd of nature I” And as he was musing on this wonder-
ful coincidence, the magic bird Foung-hoang and his mate

came flying along. They perched on a tree, and began to

sing. Imagine the delight of our musician when he found
that their song was also in nnison with the sounds of the
river, the bamboo and his own voice. Then all the winds
were hushed, and all the birds of the air were silent, as they
listened to the song of the magic bird and his mate.

* As they sang, Lyng-Lun, who had found his opportunity
and, like a wise man,meant touseit, kept cutting bamboos,
and tuning them to the notes of the birds, six to the notes of
the male and six to the notes of the female. When they had

finished singing, Lyng-lun had twelve bamboos cut and
tuned, which he bound together and took to the king, and

they gave forth the twelve notes of our modern chromatic
scale.

• The odd notes, F, G, A, B, C sharp, D sharp were the
mate notes, and the even notes F sharp, G sharp, A sharp,
C, D, E, were the female, and with that partiality for the
masculine sex which is not peculiar to the Chinese, they
pronounced the six odd or male notes perfect, and called

them “Yang,” and the six even or female notes they pro-

nounced imperfect, and called them “Yu.” *
The writer thinks that, with anorigin sopoetic, wemight

certainly have expected music to develop into something
which would justify its being called in China, as with us,
* the Divine Art,’ but, according to her account, a Chinese
orchestra is the most atrocious, ear-splitting performance
one could possibly listen to. Still, as she remarks, there are

two sides to every question, and the Ch’-»se and Japanere
trained musicians listen to the efforts of W< - *ern artists with

a toleranceborn of a sense of lofty superiority. The gourd,
or ching, is said by the writer to be the most pleasing
of Chinese instruments, and she tells us, apparently with-
out the slightest attempt at humour, that ‘it seems to be
something akin to the Scotch bagpipes.’ Another instru-

ment, the ou, is a very poetic conception. It is described
as in the form of a crouching tiger, with twenty-seven teeth

on its back, like the teeth of a saw, and is played by
scraping these with a stick.

Society

Gossip.

AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, February 18.

There seemed nothing much doing last week except

TENNIS.

The final match for the Ladies’ Championship Cup took place last

Wednesday afternoon on the Mount Eden and Epsom Lawn be-
tween Miss Mowbray (Parnell), the holderof the Cup, and Miss
A. Nicholson (Auckland). After a hard struggle the last-named
won for the present year. Miss Mowbray wore navy skirt and

white blouse, while her opponent was simply gowned in white
muslin. Amongst the spectators I noticed Mrs Ruck, in grey
check finished withblack ; Mrs Goodhue, black flowered delaine;
Mrs Chambers, black silk; Miss Horne (who has just returned
with her sister from a lengthy stay in England), navy delaine
finished withcream lace ; the Misses Hesketh (two), were charm-

ingly gowned inwhite, and another sister in black skirt, canary-
coloured crinkley blouse; Mrs Haines, brown figured silk; Mrs
Te wesley,pretty pinkcrepon finishedwithMechlin lace; Mrs Beale,
navy serge,pink blouse; Mrs G. Bloomfield,white drill finished
with black, becoming black bonnet; Miss Nicholson (Sydney),
absinthe green relieved with cream lace; Miss Jessie Savage,
navy skirt, celery green blouse; Miss Sinclair, fawn cashmere
with hatensuite; Miss Ledingham, pretty combination of green

and cream ; and her sister wore a brown holland ; Mrs Arch. Clark,
lovely cream gown with electrique spots veiled in cream lace
and finished with electrique silk bows, black lace hat with
floral decoration; Mrs Scherff. black gown with violet
ribbons; Misses Nellie and Eva ScherfP were similarly gowned
in white muslins, black lace hats with flowers ; Miss Dolly
ScherfP,pretty pink cambric ; Mrs Segar mee Miss ScherfP) looked

remarkably well in a white muslin with a violet border, gold
butterfly bonnet, white tulleveil; Miss Greenwood, stylish lilac

gown with ribbons, large picture hat with floral decorations;
Miss McQuestion, white cambric; Miss Garland, navy skirt,
white blouse; Miss Batger, brown holland; Mrs Sterricker, black:
Mrs Lyons and her sister were similarly attired in black and
white; Miss Stevenson, pink crinkley check ; Miss Fenton, brown
holland, and her sister wore a lilac costume; Mrs Bush, white
drill, pink vest; Miss Bush looked verypretty in awhite muslin ;

Mrs Smith, grey; Mrs Aitkin Carrick, mode grey tweed; Miss
Gorrie. white; and her sister, grey; Mrs (Colonel) Dawson,
serpent green finished with cream ; Miss Elliot, fawn holland;
Mr< Hugh Campbell, brown hollandfinished withbands ofblack ;

Miss Barstow, dark green ; Miss Laishley, dainty white muslin,
shoes, parasol, and haten suite ; her sister was similarly attired,
butwearinga white drill; Mrs Walker,white drill; Miss Paton,
black, and her sister spotted delaine; Miss Spiers looked chic in

white, andher sister, navy skirt, pale grey blouse ; Mrs Mahoney,
white cambric,red belt: Miss Beatrice Bull, white cambric; Mrs
Arthur Taylor, grey cashmere finished with green velvet bows ;
Miss Von Siurmer, buttercup coloured gown, large picture hat
trimmed profusely with yellow ostrich feathers; Miss L. Von
S'urmer. white muslin; Mrs Atkinson, black flowered silk;
Miss Atkinson, tuscan coloured gown; and one sister wore a

Chnrtreuse green with pink bodice veiled in £cru lace; another
Airier wore an Italie coloured gown; Miss Thomson, pale pink

zpphyr; Mrs Gilmore, brown holland finished with white; Miss
Rich, absinihe greenskirt,white blouse; Miss EttieIreland,white;
Miss Kerr-Taylor. white; Miss Birch, navy skirt, white blouse;
Miss Holmes, lilac cambric; Miss Davy, brown holland. and her
sister white cambric, becoming black lace hat with yellow
flowers; Mrs Blair, black; Mrs Pollan, grey cashmere finished
with black: Mrs Younghusband, grey;.Miss Jones, navy skirt,
white blouse: Miss Kempthorne. fawn holland, and her sister
white; Miss M. Sellers, brown ; Miss Howard, navy skirt, white
blouse: Miss Bankhardt, black and white; Mrs Snell, brown
holland: Miss Snell, white muslin; Miss Brown, striped gown;

Miss Anna Clarke, fawn tussore silk: Mrs Heather, black ; Mrs
Heather (jun.). dark skirt, light blouse; Mrs Chapman, brown
check tweed; Miss Heywood, bright pink, and her sister brown
striped gown; Miss C. Hardie, navy skirt, white blouse ; Mrs
Harrison, brown silk skirt, pink blouse; Miss F. Johnstone,
brown holland: Mrs McCormick, brown holland; Mrs Upton,
grey; Misses Frost (two), navy serges, white vests; Mrs

Keesing. pink cambric; Miss Robison, grey check with black
bands ; Miss Upflll. pink cambric ; Mrs Coates, Mrs Cunningham,
greygown finished with silver passementerie, etc. I have only
been able to remember about half the people who were present,
as each side of the lawn waslined with spectators, and my mind’s
eye refused to retain so many beautiful visions at once.

Amongst the few small dissipations was an

AFTERNOON TEA AT ‘ BLOCKLY,’

the residence of Mr C. James, Avondale. The weather was

threatening, and there were not many ladies present. The tea-

table was most sumptuously laden, and the guests enjoyed the

noted grapes frem the hostess’ splendid vineries. Mrs C. James
received her visitors in an elegant tea-gown of flowered lilac

trimmed with 6cru lace; her sisters, the Misses Maxwell, who

took much of the trouble of handing cake, etc., off Mrs James’
hands, were gowned, the elder, in light brown spotted skirt,
pretty crinkley pink bodice with a touch of black velvet; the
other in cream delaine flowered with heliotrope, cream silk
sleeves ; Mrs John Reid was well dressed in black trimmed with

jet beads and sequins, smalljet bonnetwith coloured passemen-

terie ; Mrs Burton, black skirt, pale lilac grey blouse with bands
of white lace insertion: Mrs Seccombe. olack costume with a

touch of whitein gloves and vest; Mrs Mclntyre, allblack ; Miss
Greenwood,black velvet with tie and undervest ofpale blue silk,
white chip hat with upstanding bows ; the Misses Taylor, white

dresses, the elder wore a white toque with coquilot rosette, the
youngerafloral hat: Miss Burcher, black and white check, white

piqu£ waistcoat, white chip hat; there was another younglady in
black whose name I did not catch.

The most important event of the seasonasfaras tennis players
are concerned was the

FINAL MATCH FOR THE CHAMPION CUP,

which came off last Saturday afternoon on the Parnell lawn.
There was not half the attendance of spectators asat the ladies’

finale on Wednesday. Amongst the ladies I noticed Mrs Ruck,
grey check finished with black; Mrs Leathern, fawn crinkley
skirt with slate-coloured silk bodice and trimmings; the most

striking dress on thelawn was worn by Mrs Tewsley- grey check
tweed finished with borders of pink, cream bonnet with pink;
the Misses Ireland (two) were similarly gowned in white;
Mrs (Colonel) Dawson, white gown; Miss Elliot, pink; Mrs
Robison, heliotrope; Mrs G. Bloomfield, white skirt, pink

blouse, large fawn hat; Miss Nicholson (Sydney), white drill:
&ay ’ EFey ®teck; Mrs Blair, white; Mrs Walker, navydnii;Miss Kempthorne. brown holland; Miss G. Kempthorne.blue cambric finished with white lace; Mrs Lyons, and her sister.Miss Aubrey, were similarly attired in white with black ribbons;Jf»88i?8 iP aJy ffy°L ,lßvy BkirtB‘ white blouses; Miss Ella Hall,black white blouse ; Mrs Holmes, very striking and stylish

g>wn of dark heliotrope, hat withostrich tips tocorrespond ; Miss
Holmes, lilac zephyr: Mrs Mahoney, brown; Miss Laishley.Mrs Thorne-George, black silk; Miss Thorne-George,
white spotted batiste gown; Mrs Pollen, charming costume of

£!fh can.ary-coloured bands ; Mrs Rathbone, dark green
veiled in Italie coloured lace, white hat withostrich

feathers: Miss Mowbray, fawn holland; Miss Colebrook, cream

X 1 MCB ardil^l hands; her sisters wore whiteand bluerespectively;
the Misses Frost (two), navy serges; Miss Kilgour looked chic in

t?11*8 Heywood, black; Miss Iley wood, pink cam-Hey wood, navy serge ; Miss Snell, simply gowned
m white; Mrs Beale, grey check finished with nil green braid;

pins; Miss Von Sturmer. canary-coloured drill; Miss
a2?i G-

w“ tussore silk, and her sister, lilac; Miss Gorrie, white
drill. Miss Upton, grey; Mrs Harrison, navy skirt with pink

Johnstone, stylish fawn gown with green silk
trimmings. Mrs M. Stevenson. striking lizard green with blacksleeves ; Miss Flossie Whyte, blue delaine; Mrs Goodhue, black
delaine; Miss Devereux, grey check with black silk sash, and hersister, heliotrope striped gown ; Miss Baber, black skirt, white
blouse; Miss Skeates. dark grey dress trimmedwith black ; MrsMunroe, plain greytweed.

POLO.

Mrs Greenaway gave the afternoon tea last Saturday at polo,
which was held in Potter’s Paddock. The attendance was not
very large, owing no doubt to the many counter-attractions.
Many finished their afternoon there after the tennis match.
Amongst those present were Mrs O’Rorke, Mrs Buddle, Mrs
Greenaway. Miss Shepherd, the Misses Wilkins (two), Mrs A. E.Gilmore, Mrs (Colonel) Dawson, Mrs Mahoney, Miss Minnitt.
Misses Moss-Davis (two). Mrs Jackson, Miss Firth. Mrs Worsp.
n 1

ii

S S-lott‘ Mrs Little, Mre Boach. Miss Carey, Miss Otway, MissB

Apleasant
bhirley Baker (twoh Mrs Thomas Morrinand nieces.

SOCIAL GATHERING

towelcome back the vicar (the Rev. F. Larkins) and his daughterafter their visit to England was held on Thursday evening at
Mount Albert. Some very good music, vocal and instrumental,
was rendered and applauded. The tableaux, under the able
management of Mrs VV ilks and Miss Larkins, were much ap-
preciated. as were also the liberal refreshments. The audience
was a very large one, the hall being quite full. Amongst the per-
formers and assistants were Miss Dixon, the Misses Wilks, theMisses Hill,Pickmere. Barnes. Smith, etc., and Messrs Wilks,
Wnght, Kerr-Taylor, Motion, etc.. Masters Sellers, Rattray.Barnes, etc. A quartette from Kingsland contributed a pretty

were made by the Rev. F. Larkins and Mr Rat-tray (Treasurer and Church Warden).

Society news seems tobe at a discount justnow throughout the
wholecolony. Were it not that the comparison sounds disrespect-ful(more especially as it would apply to the delightfulspecies of
entertainers and entertained, who furnish the poor newspaper
angler with so many ‘pars’ for his famished quill), we would
liken the above to oysters in their ‘ close ’ season. In Ponsonby it
is very ‘close indeed; metaphorically asregards newsandliterally
as regards weather. Tennis is pursued industriously on private
and Club lawns, but whatis there to report in anumber of males
in ordinary masculine attire, minus acoat, andtwice that number
of females in coloured blouses and serge skirts knocking a ball
oyer a net. I ask asympathising public if these eventsare worthy
of note. J

Saturday being a

• BACHELORS’ DAY ’ AT THE WEST END

Tennis Lawn—that is, afternoon tea was provided and preparedsolely by the bachelors of the Club—a larger number of lady
visitors were present than is usual on ordinary Saturday after-
noons. At the

BOWLING GREEN

also there was a good attendance of the fair sex towitness thematch between theAucklandand WestEnd Bowling Clubs, and
as most of theladies dividedtheir time between the two lawns, I
will givesome of the prettiest costumes collectively. Mrs Mac-
Arthur wore a stylish gown of heliotrope with deeper shaded silk
trimming, small lace bonnet; Mrs J. Kirker, becoming holland
costume, dainty bonnet to match; Mrs Russell, black lace bonnet
and mantle; Miss Russell looked nice in a costume of pearl greycashmere with a large featheredhat to match: Mrs Parkinson, I
think, wore a gown of cardinal; Mrs Housten. all black; Mrs
Littler looked wel! in Gobelin blue trimmed with black moire,
black hat; Miss Macindoe, heliotrope and black; Miss Coe
wore a pretty white muslin blouse, navy skirt; Miss C.
Dyson worea becoming dress of Hateblue trimmed with slate-blue velvet, cream hat; Miss Lena Butters looked wellin a pink
blouse with black serge skirt and sash of black moire silk, sailor
hat; Miss Edenborough, pale pink flowered delaine, whitehat;Misses Edwards looked well in white blouses, navy serge skirts;
Miss Caldwell, pink and dark brown; Mrs Newell wore a neat
blackand white spotted blouse with a black skirt and black sailor
hat; Miss Ethel Andrews, pretty white muslin blouse trimmed
with soft falls of white lace, grey cashmere skirt and cape,and
white sailor hat; and many others whose dresses I cannot re-member.

A picnic on a large scale was to have taken place on
Saturday to Northcote, initiated by Miss Knight, Mrs Bloom-
field, Miss Leighton, and other Ponsonby people. It did
take place, but as the rain also took place, our large-scale
picnic ended, as large ideas have a habit of doing, in somethingmuch smaller. It wasnone the less enjoyable though. Some of
Dieyoungladies present were the Misses Leighton(two), Andrews,
Ethel Atkinson, Preece, Kennedy. Hart, F. and M. George, etc.,
and Messrs Owen, Peacock, Bloomfield, Geo. Leighton, etc. etc.

Phyllis Broune.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee, February 12.
We still lack for societynews. With the exception

ofa few tennis parties there is nothing going on. Of course I
must not forget the

ROYAL COMIC OPERA COMPANY,

who opened their season here on Monday night to a crowded
house. They played ‘Ma Mie Rosette.’ Miss NellieStewart is a
charming actress, and her dresses are lovely. She has also a
sweetly sympathetic voice. There is no need to say that she is
already a great favourite with the audiences. Mr J.Tapley has a
very fine voice, and has frequently to repeat his songs. ‘Paul
Jones ’is thenext piece to be staged. Ihear it is very good.

AUthe

CX ENTLEMEN’S VISITING CARDS—IOO best ivory
IT Cards with copper plate for 10s, cr 50 fo 7s 6d.—Graf rc

Office, Shortland-street, Auckland.

TENDERS are nvited for the under-,
mentioned Supplv of Grass Seed, to be

deliveredat Opanaki , via Dargaville, tow; rds
the latter end of M: roll, cost of frei ht tobe
includedin tender:—

Cocksfoot .. .. 10,4001bs
Perennialrye (secon I or subsequent

year's seed) .. 7.2001bs
Timothy .. .. .. 2.4001bs

Alsyke ..
8001bs

Cow Grass 1.6001bs
Ited Clover ..

..
.. BColbs

White Clover .. .. ... .. I.AtOlbs

Total .. 24,8001bs

To be well mixed in the presenceof a Govern-
ment Inspector, and to be made up inparcels
of 621 b weight in each parcel.

Also, in separate parcels, the following
seeds:—

Cocksfoot ..50bushels
Perennial Rye 201 bs

Red Clover
..

.. 301bs

White Clover
..

25lbs

Cow Grass .. 501be
Couch Grass (poa pretintis) 251bs

Timothy .. ..
501bs

Poa Trivialis .. 151hs
Sheep Fescues .. .. 15lbs

Chewing's Fescue . 151bs

Conditions. —All seed to be sound, clean and

clear of foreign matter, and to beapproved by
a

GovernmentInspector before packing. Tend-
erers togive a scheduleof prices with tender:
cocksfoot and rye at so much per bushel of

20lbs. and all other seeds at so much per lb.
Tenders to be addressed tothe Commissioner

of Crown Lands. Lands and Survey Office.
Auckland, and to bo marked "Tenders for
Grass Seed." and to be returned on or before
the 28th February. 1895.

Lowest or any tender not necessarily ac-

cepted.
GERHARD MUELLER.

Commissionerof Crown Lande.
Lande and Survey Office.

Auckland. February 15, 1895.
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