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¢ar women are marchiog in the v;ngnud of the female army

of discontent t

This di t eit; taints all el trom
the laweat to the highest. In the abssnoe of coniecraved
social leaders such aa Europe possesiss, each woman here
ecopafdery harsalf aa good ae each other woman, and feals
that fste has bern unjust in giving o others more than she
haa recaived. The whole servant girl problem grows out of

dense of the divores courts, as blazoned forth day after day
in our ancleas newspapers, leaves no doubt on this point.
The teatimon¥ of shat sewer of iniqulty, the psreoanl column
in the New York Herald, showa a condition of wide demora.
lization.

I mynalf, on one oocasion, A ah expsriment growlag onb
of & wager, inrerted & 1 in this ! ]
stating in acoordance with the preseribed formula that ‘a

this inherent dissatistaction. The girla who find th Ives
doiag what is called ‘menial’ lahour are jealovs of the
women whom they serve. Ses how quick they are, once the
day’s work is fininhed, to lsave the houvse of servituda and
Hlaunt themselveéa abont the ocicy in gowne and cloaks, in
ribbona and jewellary, which, if lacking in the real qaality
of thoss worn by their misirenses, are at least the very best
jmitationa their acant means can procare. There is a simi-
lar struggle goinF on in the braascs of type writers, shop-
rle, chorus girls, and all who earn their daily bread.
hey are generally discontented !
hat is thus troe of city women in the working claases
is true of thosa moat highly placed. It is trne of all who
eoms between. In this country there is mo p for

balor of thirty desired to make the dogasin-
(' ']

My tasbes are extravagsnt, far beyond whas I eould earn ;
snd yot without lovely things abont me I should rather die.
So whatoan [ dot How can I decidet [ am miserable
with worﬂ'inE. 1 am discontented, unhappy. Marriage
spsms inpossible, bome life in im,Pouible. bopest work i
impomible, and what is thers lefy

An everyday exampls of the eraving for admiratien en-
genderad in onr city women by the estal habit is to be
found in their Joud apd extravagant dress on the street.

tance of & charming lady a fow years ¥ e ji
matrimony.” 1 received within three days no less than
fifty anawars to this modest request, wany of them, as I
took pains to verify, coming from womwen who have every
right to call themnalves respectable, and are so considered.
Of the ﬁft? there wors cortainly ten of this claw, in this
nambar heing inclnded two yonng ladles living in good
homen, threa married women, one school teacher, one widow,
one litarary woman aad, strangeat of all, & mother and her
daaghter, who both answered the advertisement each with-
out the knowladge ol the other, Haviag eliminated the
forty npplicants whose motives were apparent and who there-
fore b i

dlasses, var glorlons republican principles making every
woman feel herself a potential Mra Vanderbilt. The sccial
history of onr cities is so full of sndden changes, where
ple have jumped from nothing to everything, that there
G woman sn r bot feels that she may some day bave
ber palace on Fitth avenne. M Maloney, reflecting on all
this in her parloar in Sbantytown, realizes vagnely that it is
iscombent upon her in her present lowly purroundings to
repare herselt for possible glory to come.  She looks long-
gly through her parlour windows, sees the goat chewing
the leaves of the geaniume apd never moves, for it is nob
Etting that & praspective lady shonld be seen rushing out of
the house in & ealico wrapper to drive & goat off the front
iszza. Perish o thousand geraniams rather than let Mrs
aloney violate a rule of etiquette 1
Ae already hinted, one of the most serious effects of thia
nersl discontent on the part of women is their frequent
attitude of eondeecension towards their husbands.  The
men of America worship the women, which ia a fatal mis-
take, and are in return oot infrequently despised by the
women, which is manifestly nnjoat. Lst us suppose that s
womsn of colture has married A man without caltare for
the sake of the money he can bring her. To begin with,

ing, I apent some time in stndying -

the reapectable ten, trying to disgover what had led them
into so strange au indiscretion. In every case thare was the
ssme story—an idle life, & discontented mind and a longing
after something away from the commonplace, something
baving in it & dash of romance and ideality. And thess
unfortanate women could find no better way of porsning
their chimera than by risking their good names in the hands
of an entire atranger.

This craving for admiration among women, this deep con-
viction that men'a homage is their just due, this snperficial
coltore and feeling of snperiority is making it more and
mora difficult every year for young men to marry eity girls.
Such girls are too exacting, too indifferent to the value
of money, too little disposed to content themselves with
simple pleasures. A Enropean elrl of the middle olass will
e as happy a» a child if her aweetheart sends her a littla
buneh of violets for which he spent perhaps a frane. It
is the kind thought she thinks of, not the price. Hera
a gitl of the same class, if she has Howers at all,
must have the bLest—roses at several dollars a dozen,
romething that gives plain evidence of haviog cost money.
When an American girl secepts an invitation for the even.
ing she expects to taken to the theatre, to have the
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nhe should deapise herself for having been a party to such a
sordid bargain. Furthermore, if the man hates Wagner
and mediceval cathedrals and likes * My Pearl is & Bowery
Girl," the faalt is largely hérs, For it muet be borne in
wind thav if American men are lacking in colbuars, it ia be.
eause they have no time or strength for sequiring it, their
lives and energies being exhansted in procuring culture for
their wives and daoghters. The ccurees in ark, the trips
abroad, the resthetic homes, the mausie, the languages, the
whole modish combination of wopractical things what tend
to make our besh women shine at the expenss of the men—
who furnish these ! who slave to pay for thess? who bt
the unenlighteved hushandes and brothers? By what principle
of justice do the women of a land thus presume to turn
the men into pack horses? Even if false ideas of ebivalry
meke the men content to play such servile tiles, do not the
women thewmeelves see that this dieparity in the attain-
meats of the two sexes can resnlt in nothing bot mutosl
wretcheduesa? The husbands are outclassed in colture by
their wives the wives are too wood for their husbands, and
what then? Bhball marrisge be abolisbed, and if not, how
bridge the breach that is thus wideniog ip maoy honseholda T

These causes are grodnciug untold evil in our national

most expensive seats, and afterwards to be offered a supper
served in good style st & place of maximuw charges. There
is no romaucing about this, but sober, serious reality, as
bundreds of hard- working young men have learnad to thair
cost. The girls do not care so much for the thiogs them-
welves, a4 for the evidence of devotion which, in their miods,
must be acenmpanied by the spending of money. How
different in Paria, where an evening's pleasure is within
reach of the most slender purse, A sbrolf along the bounle-
vards, ao hour in front of & café watcbing the throng, soms
bocky to driok, some little calies at & priliveric, aride in s
carriage for two francs—and the girl 18 so grateful, so free
from that odions pedeatal posing !

And the young women themeelves of our cities, from the
very trainiog they have recsived and their koowledge of the
world, are in many instances left ondecided whab course
they shaill pursue in regard to marriage. They koow from
the experience of others and from their own ohservation tbab
without money their married lives will be full of aggrava-
tion aud disappointment. On the other hand, their wonranly
inatincta bid them heed the voicé of real disintereated love,
They would faic have love and hava movey also; but the
combination is a diificult one to make. A" most beautiful

life.  They are inducing hundreds of wealthy
to show their diecontent by sbandoning their country
entirely and living abroud’; where men cultivate the
arts and graces and see somathing elee worth while in
life than the piling of gold mpou gold. They are re-
sponsible for that etrange sund unpatrictie tendeney so
widely noted mow in this laond, and pever moled in any
othee, which drives pot » few American women to prefer
foreigners for hnsbands rather thap men of theirown <ountry.
They sre Jending large uumbers of discontented wives
Yearolog after some shadowy ideal—women who are idle fn
tbeir lives, over-fed and bored to death—inta carrying their
reckless purauit of the unattajnable aven to the point of in-
@nlgiog in ohance firtations or worss. The revolting evi-

and plished young from the West, whom I
koow intimately, made frank confessions to me ouce of her
embarrassmenta fn shis matter,

*1love & yoong artist,’ she said, ! with all my heart, and
he loves ma. Bat he has no mouney. An old broker down
town, worth two or three millicos, is infatuated with me,
but I abomioate bim. Both men waot me to marry them.
1f I marry the broker I shall be wretched becauss T despise
him ; if ¥ matry the artiet I absll be wretched because L
denpise heinﬁ poor ; soas farns [ cen e, [ am sure to be
wreiched either way. On the other hand, I canoot go back
to the bumdrum life of my family, for that would kill me
with its monotnny. I orave the fres existence of a great
city, and yot etayivg bere I must find some way to live.

One walk through the fashionable th ' of
s pleasant siternocn without seeing nombers of women
arparolled in such & flannting of colours snd onseemly dis-
play of sitks and velveta as wonld make & Entopsan gentle.
man donbt thelr being respectable women, which they
pevertheleas are. Hundreds of them may be seen any day
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on Twenty-third Street wearing white gloves, diamond ear-
rings, & load of ribbone and feathers on the hats showing
three or four glaring colonrs, with ¢loaks and rkirts of rich
brocades or velvets which shonld never be ssen ontside the
carrisge ot the drawing-room, and in general presenting
themselves in smch garish gostumes as European lndies
wounld wnreﬂy dars to wear in the ovening and certainly
never in broad daylight.

The great reason why French women are infinitely better
dressed than women of America is becanse sach ona makes
it her businesa to study her own advantages and defects and
dresses with a view to bringing out the one and concealing
the other. She knows what ls becomiug to ber individoall
sud adopts it regardless of prevailing fashions, whic
American women follow slavizshly. On thestreet the French
woman dresses quistly, simply, with few colours and those
of deep tints, tha only women in Paris who sappear in the
streats as American ladies do being the fashiovable eecen.
trigues or demd monduines. This is not complimentary to,
New York women, but it is the plain truth. The fachiona
imported from FParis by New York women are not fashions
of French women of the comms # faui class, but exaggera-
tions of these, garish creations fnr the foreign market.

The rampant spirit of discontent also leads American city
women into extravagant habits. This is seen in the way
they let their handasome gowns trail along the sidewalks,
althongh the habit is rninous to their skirts as well aa most
uncleanly, They do not care ; when the bottoms are frayed
they wil{send sthem to the dressmaker and their husbands
will pay the billa. The same apirit is discovered when one
watches them lunching in swarme at expensive reataurants,
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BAD TARTE IN S8TERET CUSTUNE or SDME AMERICAN

Lavies,

where they spead m dollar and & half or two dollars of 1heir
husbands’ mooey for & comfortable meal, whils 1heee pame
busbands mesutime mre perched on some high atool down
town bolting » piecs of pie and & glass of milk which coat
ye:)hup- B guarter, h bol N

oe may sum op ths whole goestion by saying that
American women cught to be the finest ,:vomzn gin the
world, lor they have ibe choicest nuturs! endowment snd
the most splendid opportunitis. Bat they bave soffered
wrulf through shis vofortunate determination of the men
to glorify them, and VYeon harmed by the sin of false



