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THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS OF AMERICA.

THE SIN OF FALSE CHIVALEY.

MERICA la the land wherse women demand and
receive more from men and give less in excbhange
than anywhers slse on the planet. Thay first turn

the bolk of the male papulation into money-slaves for their
espezial bepefit and then despies them for belog slaves.
Generations of men with strangely perverted ldeas of
chivalry have been st great pains to teach the women bers
that their proper role is to stand on pedesinls and smilingly
receive meb's g-eomnge: and jt must be admitted that the
women have learned the leason well. Earopean women
atndy to be pleasing ; American women only try to shine.
1o Europe a bride ia proud to bring her hnaband as dower &
sabataatial aum that enables him to bear the added burden
and gives him material aid at the time in his career when
he moat needs 1t ; in America a busband is content to take
his life partner with no adornment save her perronal ebharms,
and take her, too, despite & trio of defecte so common as to
be almost national characteristice. These are:

1. Her inability or nnwillingness to help her hoaband.

2 Her sense of auperiority over her hnaband.

3. Her genetnl discontent with existing conditions.

It should be eaid that the above ia mainly trne of women
who live in ¢ities ; the choiceat lowers of American woman-
hood being hidden away in the country towns.

PHYSICAL SUPERIORITY OF THE AMERICAN WOMAN
TO THE AMERICAN MaN.

Firet, I maintain, there is a lamentablelack of disposition
among American _city women to make good helpmates for
their husbands. It in oot that they are unwilling to exert
themeelves or that they lack capacity, tor botk in body and
mind they are the moet richly eudowed women in the world ;
but their whole early tralning has been wrong. It has been
impressed upon them from thildhood that a bushand is e
glorious institution created solely for loving, bonouring and
protecting them, it Meirg well understood that the little
word ' to obey' has long since become obeclete in the mar-
viage ceremony. A» young ledies they have been told no
often that they are clever, protty, vivacious, tactful, Accom-
plisbed, coquettish of * eunning,’ told this year after year by
well-meaning but mirgnided men, that they bave finally
come to regard man’s normal and natarsl position in rela-
tion to themselves as ope of snppliant posture and adoration.
And the men, vietimn of their own unwisdom, do nothing to
disabusa the women’s minds of these nnwholesome notions
until sonue fine day the marital ship rona hard on one of the
inevitable rocks or gquicksands, and then, alas, there comes
a rade awaKkening !

To be perfectiy honeat now, ladies, what do you do tohe‘lr
your husbands in the struggle for exiatence that in av all
proportionate to what they do for you * Remember, I am
speaking of the women who live in cities, their number
formiog prohably one.half of our entire population. There
sre thousands aad thousands of iyun who live comfortably
in bomding-houses, st least quite ax comfortably as your
busbands, and do practically notbing toward lifting the
ecommon burden beyond ional repairs in elothiog. In
the main you lead idle lives, don't you? There are many
other thousande of you who live in tlata or private honses,
whets yoor cares mro limited to ! overseeiog’ things and
menspiog the rervants, Your busbande every day do twice
ps moch as this before their lunch ! 1 do not forget the
chbildren and the care in their bringiog up that devolves
upoo the mother, but modern_edacationsl acience has done
much to lessen this reaponslbility, #o that to-day there are
thoumande of city homes where the children are brooght up,
ons ey eay, almoat without wothers, the real hard work
being dome by bottles, nurses, kindergartens, governesses,
whools, and colleges.  You know perfectly well that this 1s
o, and your busbands who pay the bills know it mlsol
Even were the wife's dutien as srdaous sa ber haeband’s
iheir burdena would still be unequsl, since he must be
fariliar with sll that trasspires iv her sphere, from the
baby’s new tooth up to the discbarging of the cook, while
pbe remains io darkest Africa as regards his bueiness,

Who ever heard of an American city woman being in-
formed ahout her husband's business sxcept an tn the sp-

ronimeie uumber of dollars it kioes in spwually? Toe

uoaband slaves six daye s week at his (ffice, comen bome

worried and worn, harassed h{ the killing strain to * keep
up appesrsnces,” and although ib i largely to satisfy his
wife's desires and ambitions that he goes this pace, it naver
ococure either to him or to her to take sonnsel together
touching hie prospects or perplexities. It is mot even
thought titting she should have ll.'li precise ideas or know-
ledge sbout his daily toil. She knows be is & doctor,
s writer, or & bishop; that he trades in mwocks, floar, or
ribbons ; she can tell yon the location of his office mnd
whether his typewriter is pretty, and thas is all she cares to
koow about the mvetery of his down:-town life.

What & contrast hers with the attitode of Eoropsan
women toward their busbands ! Nothing is more common
among middle-class people in Yaris than for the wile, be-

THE Wirk ORDERE HER LITTLE LUNCHES AT
BweLL CAFE.

BoME

#ides attending to her home and children, nut only to ad-
viee with ber husband in every detail of his business, often
showiog berself the guiding epirit, but to go daily to the
shop when he goes, 10 stand at the counter or deek as he
stands, snd to shure hour by howr the work he does.
American women are fully sontent to share the profite 1 It
is fair to say that Americsn men, throngh these same falee
ideas of chivalry and eocial pride, wonld, however hard
preseed, be the firat to protest against their wives nssisting
them in soy smeh practical way, and are for the most part
distinetly aversa to them engsping in teaching, type wiltiog,
dressmakisg or any honourable emploiment. Tt might.
forscoth, give speering neighbouwrs a chanea to whisper:
‘Mra So.and-So hes to work,’ And what of it, I way?
‘Why, in the pame of common sepse, should Mrs So and-So
not work! Booper, however, than have that happen, the
averng;e American hnsband wonld fail in business—or do
WOTrse -

* I don’t mind working in single barness, but I won't work
in donble—not for any man living,’ That was a remark I
heard 8 young lady make who holds a position in a New
York nffice, where sha has shown herself possensed of fine
businmes abilities. As lopg 8a she remains nnmarried she
will do as moch work every day as the averags wan and
show herself none the worse for it. But as scon ax she be-
tomes the wife of some devoted American, then her hands
will drop listlessly nt her sides and he mnat take the oars for
both and row away aa beat he can, Poor fellow, he may
break hin back, but he will pever mnrmnr! Thonsands of
ubmarzried A i bave this idea and regard their
daily tanka as an_ unpleasant necersity which muat bridge
over the time until they shall have fonnd a hosband to work
for them. If American men wers aa clever as is said, they
would ntilize in their own schemes some of the fine business
brain lying idle in their wives' heads |

WrILE THE HuseaNp GOmRBLES A BUFFET LUKNCH.

My second polnt is that & wide tendency exists among
Awerican women to consider them:elves smperior to the
wen, this being especially true in the better middle ciass.
And the hamihatiog part of it is that io & large pomber of

ipstancss this opinion is jostified—they are the men's .

superiors | Take New York women, for jostence ; look at
tbem streamiog aloog Twenty-third atreet in the sboppiog
hours or stroling on Fifth Avenune. Are they ot eplen-
did crestores physically—clear-syed, strong-limbed, well-

roomed? Troe, one remarks an extia development of the
Eult. and an undoe widealog of the bips ; bas that is largely
their own fault, beiog the result of idleness and over-feed-
ing. Cowpared with them, American men make s poor
showiog indesd, being for the mont part yoopd-shonldered,
big-waisied, sharp fvataied, piematurely bent and bald,
slovenly in dresa and bearing, pisinly s dyepeptic and apo-

pleetie los. No wonder the women hold their heads bigh as
they rweep past proudly )

Nor aré the American women of the apper and wpper
middle clasass leas superior to the men in ralinement and

lite mequirements than in physical perfections. * The

vest modern advantages ' havs been shiwerad opon them,
aod they have been * polished * snd ¢ ed ad * far beyond
the poor attainments of the masonlines, who read only the
newspapers, koow nothing but the dry detaile of their bosi-
ness, have no ideals beyond the making of money, are abso-
lotely deficient in the arte of conversation, have no esprit
nave what they got from smoking car * drnomen” or somie
journals; in shors, sre absolutely unbitied to be the eom-
panions of thesa goddess women, whom they nevertheless
matry, And that is the worst of it! That is the chief
ressoh why American women are 5o widely discontented 1
They look down npon their hoshanda; they are the vistima
of too mach eulturs ; they have been given lofty and bean-
tiful jdeals which they eannot realisa; they are hke the
r South Sea lslanders, who, having heard the praises of
elmonico dinners sung until their months water, are left
to fill their stomachs with raw tortle.

In this painfal compariton the raw tortle atands for the
bostling, money-grubbing, woman-ridden Ametican hus-
band ! It also stands for many other illnsions tenderly
nocrished in the Ameriean maiden’s breast only to ba dis-
pelled with advancing years. It ia no kindness, but sheer
eroelty to give onr girls a keen appreciation of the beauti-
fol, the artistic, and then make them lire in aglfish and
uolovely surronndings.  Why tell them that American
women are created to stand on pedestals when it in falsa?
Why fill their minds with visions of soulful, high-minded
men, when they nra fated to pasa tbeir lives with money-
grobbers? This is false chivalry, onworthy of American
wen ! Pity the unfortunate daughters who come back
from study abroad, baving bresthed deeply the glorious art-
laden atmoephere of Paris and Rome, only to * settle down’
in a mean little Harlem flat, whose walle are decorated
with newspaper chromos. Pity the women in whom have
been developed spiritoal and poetic natures stranded snd-
dealy, starving in the midst of & desert of commonplace
surroundings, with no hope or chance of satisfying the
{uuniuga that eonsume them! Almost better never to

ave emancipated them from the candition where they were
happy chewing gnm in Chicsgo and on state occasions sing-
in%.v‘ Oh, Fair Dovel Ob, Find Dove !

hat wonder, then, if American women are discontented,
for to them come frequently such sad contrasts between the
pictnres of life drawp to them ms girls, and the pitifol
realization known by them sy wemen. What wonder if
they often grow embittered, resentfnl, reckless, or if some
fiercer natures, feeling they have not bhad their deseiws,
burat into warring di tent and let ambition drive them
op_with no heed to the meana,

It ia this restless, digemtisfied spirit that is driviog
Ametican women $0-day to tsurp men's fonctions in sl

lines, from runoing the government down to the wearing of

starchad shirts. And this they do rather from restlessnesa
and fretfnluess shan for any real deeire for further * righta,’
Do they not know in their hearts that they have long ago
secured from men all their rights and more, taking with
shrewd discrimination the privileges and pleasnres of their
hnebands’ or fathers’ stations in life while shirking the
responsibilitiea? Why sre women al) over the country
enltivating a taste for that moat onwomanly game of poker,
sxcept to show the men that they, ton, can play the bloff.
Why are wemen in ounr pice restaurants calling daily for
cocktails and whiskies, eerved in teacups, if yoo pleass, and
in goentities to shame their grandmothers? Sorely they do
not like the stnff ! Why are they betting on the races, pro-
fessing deep interest in sports they never understand,
affecting a slangy style of talk, emoking cigarettes, strut-
ting about in ish clotbes, and hing th ea for-
ward in such nnferuinine pursoits as pewspaper work and
reforming the slams? They are doing these things as fads,
becanse they have nothing elee to do, and hecanse they
know there are sound reascns against their doing them.
I know a wesalthy girl who, almost alone in & crowd of men,
followed the lectures snd quizzes ai the law schocl and
finally took her degree rimply beeanse asomeone told her she
couldn’t understand so dry & subjeet.

“ I'll show you if 1 can't,’ said she, and that reply voices
the end-of-the-century itnde of berl in
Amwmerican cilies.

* Please take me throngh Chinatownp," said & lovely woman
of wy acquiantance.

I explained to her that Chinatown was a vile place, with
nothing to recommend it but commonplace vice and on-
common odoors.

¢ I don't care,’ she peraisted, ' I want tc see Chinatown,
and if you don't take me, I'll go anyhow.’

T said she wea & lovely woman, so it ended in my taking
her, and she made brave pretence of enjoying i, as she
fished slimy mysteries ont of & bowl with chopsticks and
swailowed them, and then sst in a reekiog room with black
buge crawling over the board walls and watched a poor
white girl named Anpie smoking hemself to death with
opiom. Avpunie was the wife of & bloated Chinaman.

‘What but sheer perversity, growing out of tbis wide-
spread dizcontent, ean tempt women when travelling to
ipsist oo enteriog the smokipg cart Yes, and smoking thers,

" for I have it on the antherity of a New York Central eon-

duoctor that this ja not an upheard.of cceurrence on their
most respectable line,

*The other day,” he said, ‘a well-dressed, nice-locking
girl went forward to the smoker aud proceeded to light s
cigarette. I asked her to leave the car--sbe refused.
What conld Ido?! Nothing; and the girl had. her way,
while the men atared. Anocther case, not very long before,
was that of an elderly woman who aleo claimed her right to
sit in the swoking car and puff away at & pipe. Buob the
moet remarksble case in wy experience bappened on the
miduight train coming down from Alhany, when & yoong
woman op being remonstrated with by a geotleman for
smokiog, rose to her feet, threw down her cigarette, and
sqoaring off in the attitods of & boxer, landed a good left-
bander on the side of the geotlemsan’s head. This ahe fol-
lowed—-I pive you twy word of houounr she did—hy liltiog
ber skirt very slightly and shootiog ont & rapid kick tbat
caught the man *querely ip the stomach apd espt bim
sprawling. Havivg asseried herself thus, the lady took oot
ber cigarette case, lighted m second cigaretie and weas lefp
upmolested, you may be sure, for the rest of her jonrney.'

T ndmit that there are extreme cases, but & lew years ago
tbey would have been impossible cases. These smoking



