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Any boy or girt who liker to become & cousir car do 36,
and write letters to “Cousin KATR, aare of the Lady
Editor, GRAPHIC Offics, Auckiand.”

Winite on omz xide of the paper only.

All purely correspond letterawith lope ends turned
in are carried through the Post office as jfollows :—Not
exceeding Loz, 3d : mol excerding 4oz, 1d ; for ecvery nddi-
tional 2oz or fractional part tﬂa—mf. id. It €5 well for
torrespondence tn be marked * Commercial papers only.’

DeAR Cousin Kate.—1, with two friends, am :Fending
my Chri holidays at R about two miles from
Whangarei. The weather tor the frst few days of car visw
was disagreeable in the extrems, rain falling incessantly
and everything ontride wesring itr dreariest and most un-
igviting aspees; but it soon cleared up, and we have since
enjoyed some really beantiful weather. Laat Saturday we
armmoged to scale Parabaki, a high near Whan-
garel, which is to that town almost what Hangitoto is to
Aackiand. We all set ont together, bot while my aant and
Florrie went atraight to the wharf, Hilda and _I wenb
through the town to get some lolliex. We, carrying the
lollies in two bags, then proceeded to the wharl, where
Florrie met us with the annouocement that we
were to “horry up’ because *such a mice Maor had
offered to row os scroes in hia boat.” We soon Teached the
bank of the river, where crowds of amall boats were
anchored, and there beheld the Maori who hed so kindly
offered hisboat as 8 means of transit. Remembering Hilda's
loilies, I suggested that she shonld give him some, and she
opened both bags and ran after him ealling, * Have some
lollies! Have some lolliea” The Maori turned and eon-
templated the proflered bags hall deabtfntiy, then Hilda,
generonaly argiog him to *go on,' be calmly appropriated
the larger of the two bagn  Having transferred it to bis
pocket. he waa mbont to poesess himzelf of the other also,
when Hilda hastily pat it behind her apd turned to os, her
Ince n veritable study as sha aanonpced, “ He's taken the
bag! We consoled ourselves with the thooght that ane
bag wes leit to ns, and then got into the boat, and after a
short row were landed on the lower slopes of Parshaki.
Wa had & very mogh elimb, in some paris clinging to the
shott ti-tree and bracken and crawling along on our knees,
but the view from the top was ample reward for our exer-
tions. We hud a splendid view of the harbour and the
town. and the scene to the right was unintarrupted as far as
the Kaari Morntain. We rested and admired the lavely
panorama, then with & laat look to whera

“The crystal axpanse of the bay,
Like & shigld of pure metal 1ay rhining
"I'orixt headlands of parple and grey,”

we bezan the descent, and sn hour later ware wending onr
way through the town of Whangarei. Last week we went
to visit some wonderfal rocks in the bush near here, They
were formerly need as & Maori cometery, and we fannd five
skolls, while Hilds and Dunean, not content with these,
went digring with a walking stick, and retorned to os in
trinmph with n number of boues, which they were promptiy
sent to deposit where they had foond them. The rock oo
which we were is over forty leet in beight. T am afraid my
letter in already too song, mso I will keep the rest of my
Sews for next time.—LiLLi. Raomanga, %Vhlngarei.

(I am no glad that so many of our young New Zealanders
€AD write such capital letters. Tell Hilda that if ahe bhad
obly remembe: how bad lollies are for the teeth, ahe
would bave been quite glad that the obliging Maori saved
ber and yon all from having 50 many to eat. Whata great
deal mare of Whangarei yon have contrived to see than I
did. We walked to the falls and back one dav—I thiok
Boxing Day, and gnjoyod ourstives, also we drank the ands
water * growing wild *'an someone described it. Have you
tusted it *—Cousin KATE ]

Dea® CousiN KATE —I am writing as I promised from
Ranmangs, whers I am rpending a few weeks,  We ars
onjoying onrselves “:f well in spite of the facy that tha
weather has beon wet all the time we have been hera, It
waa Goe enoagh, however, to allow us to go int¢ Whan-
garel Lwice, and once to the waterfsll, not the targa Whan-
sarel falls, bot a smaller and prettier ope in the creek near

umanga. Hilda, Lills, and 1 went on Wednesday morn-
ing, and followed the ereck for s long way, and just above
thy point where the Mauna creek joina the creek, we canghs
the first glimpss of the full-—a mass of sparkling fosm
through the trean  Hurrying on, we at Iast reached t, and
:inin; down on the rocka we looked ap &t the water daah-
Mg, tumbling down tha ook wall Everything was so

solemnly, strangely quiet, too, the oaly noises being the
opiash of the fall into the quiet pool below, and the musical
call of the toi ringing from the trees ahove. We cotonr
nawes and the date Japnoary Sth, 1895 on a large mock
befare we came home — FLORRIE (* From Maoriland ’).
Whengarei.

[Judging from the date at the head of your lstter, some-
one forgot to post it. [ ounly tell yor in case you have s
consin or uncle or somebody who kept it in his pocket for a
fortnight or so. But I am very glad to hear from you. By
this time all the rain i& over, and you will be reaily enjoy-
ing your holideys, Yoor description of the waterfall ia

- I mast not write mach, as [ want to save my ideas
or & school treat this afternoon, when I am usnally ex-
pected to tell & story *out of my own head * to amuse the
children whilet they waic for ten. —CoUSIN KATE ]

DEAE CorsiN KaTtx —I am staying at Raomanga
{Whangarei) with two friends, who, already being consins,
ure snxious that [ too shonld write to yon. We wenr into
the township the other day, and as it is rather a long walk,
we gladly accepted Lilla's offar to take ne home by a short
cut. Loing thrangh s gate, and down a very moddy road,
we reached a oreek, expecting to find a plank on which to
croen. To our dismay we fuund thet it had been washed
away, and the only thing to do was to wade acromn. An 1

' had lately suffered from nenralgia Lilia and Florrie volon-

teered to carry me, and after some discussion as to which
waa the narrowest part, they landed me or an island in the
middle. Then they discovered that it was impossible to go
any forther, 50 they tried to take me back to the starting
place, but when half way there droppad mie into two feet of
water. Fortnoately, valy my shoes and stockings were
wet, bat I bad to take those off and proceed barefooted.
After wandering dismally up and down we had to cross
right under the bridge at the eutrancea to the town, and
scrambling through some briar-bushes and barbed-wire
fence, we came on to the public rosd, having taken three-
quarters of an hour to reach the other side of & bridge
which we eonld bave croesed in two minatea  Florrie and
I were weak encugh to yield to Lilla’s persoasions to go by
atill another short cuf, and erossing ancther creek, we
found ourselves in a leige paddock. HKHegardlaw of the
fact that this waa private property, we trudged on, Lilla
encoaraging us withtheinfor thatwild bnlls

timeskeptin this paddock, Av thispoint we heard aroAr, and
behold ! right ahead wana one of the said bulls, watching un
with anything but frievdly interest. Dashing into the ti-
tree, we erept quistly along by the creek, till & necond roar
warned os that onr foa was near. We hastily tied onr
shoes and stockings together, and threw them, with a
packes of lollies and the GRAPHIC (whieh, by the way, waa
the causa of our going to Whangarei) to the opposite bank.
We made seversl onsuceessful attempts to get over, and

were about to give up in despair and take to trees, when & *

man appeared oo the scene. He mdvised ns to go back,
bot, remembering oar praperty, we vold him that we conld
Bot, sg he made & bridge of trunks, on which we crossed.
Cailling our thanks to him, we collected our belongings,
which we found had been thrown into a pool of water. Even
then cur triala were aot over, for we bad to walk nearly a
wile along the road, darzfooted, and reached home long
after tea tims. We had taken three hours instead of .the
usual one, so perbaps you will not wonder st onr Grmly
resolving never again to come howe by a ®short cut,’ -
Hitpas. Reumanga Whangarei

[I mast confess to a weakness for *short cats,’ thoagh,
your sad experience ought to be wufficient warning vo any
ooe not to wander from the straight and parrow known
path. How counld the GRAPAIC be the canse of your going
to Whangarei? yon have qnite ronsed my carioeity. I am
very flad you wrute, and hope yon will keep up the practice.
For your nenrslgia do try bicarbonate {I think it's bi ) of
iren. Get sixpennyworth from the chemint (it is B red
powder} and put as mnch as will lie on a threepence between
8 bit of bread aud butter at breakfas: and tes. I ook a
larger doea. It did ma good. —Cousis KATE ]

DEAR COUSIN KATE.—I muet acknowledge I have been
lazy not to let you know bow I spent Christinas, Some of
my nchoolmates and I went in the bosh and got & lot of
pretty ferna. [ am going for a holiday next week, so I will
bave more news to tell you in my next letter. 1 moat now
say good-bye uantil 1 come home again.—Cous1¥ LILY.

[I hope yoo will enjoy your holiday, and bave plenty to

tell about it.—CorsiN KATe ]
PUZZLE COLUMN.
CHARADE.

A COMMON verh you'll fad my fraf,
‘Which beautifully ex pressos

What tides may do

And windmilla, too.
And women ito old dresess).

My laaf & tyrant s, nocorsed

By thoss whao see most clearly,
"Thaough woman kind, -
E'en mesn of mind.

May sometimen Iove him dsarly,

My wholr the place from the very first
usnted moat at tho;nl:::

Thera was nothing to woe,
But you saw me aach day yoo were thars,

n
From 4 to #: Boastful. From 1 to 2: Spliling. Baze: A
check ; A commotios ; fluent ; benedictions.

ANSWERS,

Answers to Consin Maude's riddles : {1) Beeanss they go
100, to0, too (two and two and two,) (2) A good Appatite,
{3) Peeaose it in read {red.} {3} When he is & boa [63]
Because having eyes they not and oars they hear nor.
(6) Becanss it is & tanner.

Answer to Consin Jack's eopundram :

When = o
down.

Answer to suagram : Team, tame, meat, mate.

8T. YALENTINE'S DAY.

HE waxa v small hoy, and he very mnch sdmired his
tall, beautifol cousin Emily. He was too shy to tell ber he
loved her, but he thooght he might send ber a valentine
He had no money juas thea—at wight years’ old, money goem
very rapidly—so he set to work 1o make one. Ha sécured
some rather sticky ailver paper, which had once contmined
¢hocolate, and thin he pasted oo to 8 somewhat shabby-
looking piece of pink paper. But Bobby thonght it axquisite.
With a great deal of care he wrote, in his beat school hand,
letting the words wander abont between the bits of silver
paper -—* Derest Lady, If youll be my Valentine Ii| be
yours for ever nndever amen mo beit.” The spelling was
rather peenliar: and the words & little mixed up, bat
RBobby waa guite sure thet never had fair Iady received such
a lovely letter from ber t1ae knight on Valentine's Day. He
did pot know her address, and was uncertain aboet tha
spelling of her snrname.  After some pozzling be wrote (—

hia letter in for Miss Highte. Wellington, so plesa poatman
take it to her. Bat the young Iady never received it.

EASY CLUE.

Toys and dolls will break. Hers is some glne, ensy to
make and strong. From the droggist get balf an ounes of
gum-seacia and dissolve it in hall m enp of boiling water.
Add plaater of ’aris nntil a thick paste in formed aod then
apply it with & brash to the erippled pieces of the toys,
Hnldyﬁrmly till dry.

EXPLAINING IT.

A LITTLE girl of this city recently gave a forcible thongh
anconecions illostration of what foreignery find m por-
lexing pecnliarity of our language. Hear younger brother
nqoired :
* Do cows give beef and ham ¥
* Uf conrse they don't,’ was tha scornfaol reply.
onght to know better thap that. Cows lay milk,”

SALT-RHEUM,

or any othar

SKIN DISEASE

WIII qyuickiy Teavo e victim, when the
remedy tuken Is

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

1. H.STan. of Des
-t

* You

3 L 3l v salk-ch
e sy Feluedivs prescribed by

~
clans doing lhier any parl. When we hadt
abeut given u‘) all hope of curing her. my
Wile siuestedd the use of Ayrr's Bursapa-
;-*II];\. We trieal it and hefora one botzle had

hyer's anty Sa

Admitted at the Worid's Fair, *
Made by Dr. J.C.Ayer & Co., Lows )t Mase . 8.4
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