8ar. Frpavamy 16, 1895,

THE NEW.ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

157

CAN LOYE COME AFTER MARRIACE?

RESULT OF A PRIZE COMPETITION,

Tri following 1s the question which had to bs apswered.
s What prospect haa & girl who marries becsase she is loved
and B3t becaose she loves, of falling in lave with ber hus-
bepd after merriage? A few bundred compatitors have
been good eacugh to express their views, and we are sorry
that wa cannot devote, say, hall & dozen columns to ex-
sracta from many excallent papers. Bot we most make the
bast we can of our limited spnce, and hope that the many
whoss views were well worth %uot‘mg will believe how much
wre regres probably apparent bat certaialy nob actoal want
of appreciation. .

The two sides are rapresented with eqoal ability, so that
wa have divided the prize bebwesn the two competitora who
have best represen the views of the two parties. Mrs
Hgnrahan thinks that :—

* Counsldering the nnity of 1 and close P
ship of married love, also the necessity of love to the average
woman's nature, tha chances are strongly in favour of the
girl, preanmanty fancy free, learning to love her husband if
he is worthy of respect, and treats her with tact and

" delicary.’

Nearly all the beat points in the best affirmative papers
are summed up In the ahove. Coming to the other side of
the question ' Kathlesn,” who is married, says :—

* None ; the married state ie not conduciva to the awaken-
ing of love. Love is ideal; married love in intensely
prossit. Where love has not been the actuating impulea
that direets hefore marriage, circomstances do pot tend to
develop it. Respect, eateem, affection, and that feeling of
easentislness which rhe intimacy of warried life gives, may
grow and incresse. Wiee Is the woman who accepte these
aa nnbatitotes, and gives them generously in return for her
husband's love.”

* Cérise," once again well to tha front, writes :—

* That ** love begeta love “ is an accepted aphorism, and in
my opinion a girl has every prospect of falling in lnve with
her huaband after marriaga if {1) her heart in free and her
love atill hrra to give ; (2) she starts marrled life with no
foeling of dislike or distaste for her husband, but merely with
an indifference ; and (3) if the man himeelf is love-worthy,
self-reatrained, unsellinh, tactfnl, and endowed with ideas,
tastes and & temperament simitar to hera.’

‘Wa bag leave to differ with ‘ Cerise* oniy on one point,
namely, the necesaity of a similar temperament. Thene go

n long way in the right direction, but haw often one zees-

real love where there are quite dissimilar temperaments.
Many othem argue llke * Cérisa ’ that * love begeta love.’
Qaite one of the hest papers is that in which * Ruatiea,’
an appreciated and appreciative friend of Woman, says :—
¢ Marriage is, I consider, so awfol a thing, that it is
Justified only by deepest love ori both aides. A girl who
marries only because she is loved is hazarding & moat

dangerons exporiment. For marriage, with all that iv en-
tails, will often prodoos in & womsn & feeling of revolt and
avarsion sowards the hasband whom she dozs not love, and
s fosling of intolerable humilistion as regards herseit, and
this, together with the sbsance of all illosicn and romance,
s0 weall-nigh imposible in married life, makes the prospect
of her falling in love with her busband improbable indeed.”

* Cassandra ’ will, we are sure, forgiva as for remarking
thas she errs only in saying %00 much—more than waa
pecexsary to answer the guestion. The following extracs
from her paper is admirably to the polas : —

* Every prospect ; providad her hasband is unselfishly da-
+voted to ber, and she is not ip love with any other man.
Buat unselfish devotion muat bo abown in lirmness and in
self-control. The great mistake made by men and women
alike in in over-loving : that is, in boring the loved one wirh
over-demonstrative affection.’

On tha other side comes the bard, matter-of-fact, but not
to-be deapised opinion of * Flora " ;—

¢ The prospect & wormnan han of falling lu love with har
awn husband is a sorry cne.  Respect, admiration, and aven
» life’'s davotion may be given, but love into which we
women fall is in ita it wth in no way dependeat on the
man’s affection ; it is & ¢! lng spontaneouns, without reason,
and never can occor when i hava b ie.*

On the other side, Miss Helen Cheston has discoversd &
strong point here :~~

*Tha girl pnmninf no love for her hosband at marriage
thas not that dreadful experience of finding that the man
ahe once considered perfection {ae all girls who are traly in
love do) is after all not facitless.'

And = lady who, writing from the Midlands, asks os not
to mention her name but forgets to give a psendonym,
adopis somewhat the rame argoment.

¢Nell’ is terribly and emphatically pessimistic,. She
sayn, " None whatever. Marriage is of necessity sach a
ahock to most girls that only a great love can overcome the
horror.* < Experientia Docet’ says—' The average man
seldom impraves in bis cenduct to his wife after marriage,
Except in novels, I fear few men are ' heroes to their
valets "—or their wives.' * The familiarity of married life
js & varysevera teat of love and not s producer of the
article,’ is Mra James Tarner's view, and Miss M. Hamllton
Wills writes : * Even the deepeet love on both sides cannot
always stand the test of that ** long, long life together,
gt,rigped of all romance and distance,” but she who starta
with mere liking and rerpect, invariably ende with dislike
and contempt.’

Turning to the more cheering side of the question, wa find
Misa Isabel May believea that : * The growth of such a girl’s -
love might be slow but ita oltimate strength would be
glresber than bad it sprang from passion.’ ‘A Floek

aster's Wife' sums up & good affirmative in: ‘ Every
proapect, if the girl is high principled aud possesses a strong
sense of the responsibllities which marriage entails and the

man is wourthy of her.’ * Thers ina great daalin the thoughs
of " us " and “oura " which appsals to moss women,' says
* Tatters," apropoa of the fufoenoe of home and eommon
intoresta. And Mr Mabel Watson says, * Provided
that ber busband ia not absolutely repugnant to her,
the delioate oomplimens of s man's devsied love may
win the beart of any true woman.' Mm Hses-Philipps
is almost the only eompetitor who bas thought of one
important sondition, namely, that “no sompalsion should
have boen used to fores the parties lato a loveless marriage.”
Mrs Ecray, replyiog decidedly in the sthirmative, says thab
if the husband prove worthy of the wife's love and 7eapect,
and contribats to her happineas, the loeling of grmtitnde
will sngander * that wifely love which gathers uoto iteslf
all that s beat {1 the homan affections.”

* Olivia* thos dessribes the probable reantt of cooditions
which have alremdy been guoted from other papers : —

_" A little ahsenos, illnoss, or neglect on his part, & * Jittls
rifs within the lute,” and her slumbering pasaion will pro-
bably take root—she will awaken, as from a trance, to
wonaer how she conld ever have felt eoldiy towarde him—
und to believe she has really loved bim il along.”

Of conrse & number of compstitors refer to the silent in-
flusnce of ehildres in eogendering love. Kol we oanoot
find that it has occarred to any of thoss who argoe that if
love has not come dariog the process of wooing, it eannot
come afterwards, that thare are woch thinge as short eogage-
ments pracading mariages de convenance, doring which the
xirl msy nob hava time 10 make up her mind ; ia vuch casea
the wooing has barely begun when the marriage takea
place. This is merely & woggestion humbiy offered. It
in worth noting that they are mostly married women who
do not belinve in love coming after marriage ; the maidens
are, a3 B rale, more sanguine. = We muat lears onr readern
to decide between the two parties aiter reading the opinions
wo have published. — Woman.,

THE COMING MAN.

{A RESULT OF THE NEW WOMAN.}

VERY homble, very meeak,
Mind and body rather woak ;
Never smokeas and never shoots,
Lighte tbe fires and cleans che boots ;
Never a1 the papsr looks,

- Waahes ap, aod scrobas, and oooke ;
Pussy feeds, the cradle rocks,
Houss kesaps, shops, and darns the socka:
Takes wife's cards snd pays the calls,
Fetehes her from muosic halls ;
Is in fact & model man—
Bailt on qnite another plan.

A SPECIALTY

For INFANTS §

Specially prepared for the delicate

Skin of Ladies and Children.

Impartsand maintains asoft,velvety
condition of the Skin, and prevents
Redness, Roughness, and Chapping.

Professor SIR ERASMUS WILSON,

fLate Preaident of the Royal Cotlega of Surgeons, England.)

“The usa of & good Soap is certainly caleulated to
preserve the skin in health. to maintain ita complexion
PrAgs
is & name éngraven on the memory of the oldest inhabi-
tant; wnd Pears’ Soap is an article of the nicest
and most careful manufacture, and one of the most

and tons, and pravent its falling into wrinkles.

refreahing and agreesbla balms for the skin.”

The independent testimony of Scientifie
Experts and the most eminent Shin Special-
ists award it the first place among Toilet

Soaps.



