Sar., Frezvarny 18, 1895

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

161

Fod talk. - I'like ik

0¥

*Ra-fAar Fsald Mr Appe

* And it is n eapital makes.ap, Captain Norman,’ she wend
on. *Do yon konow that ab fras, just for one momeo, I
thonght you wers & resl burelar.’

* Fancy that mow !’ maid Mr Ap He was relieved at
seoing au obvious way out of his ditficulty. * There's
wnothing like dning the thing in & proper stritefarward wy.’

* And,’ ssid Lady Stepleburst with her fan on his arm_an
they walked sorcss the roam, * yoo bave gob the Esst Ead
scoont capitally.’

'Taint so dasty, 1s it?

13he beckoned to the Gondalier.

* Captain Normun and [ ara grest friends,’ she satd iu su
explanatory way.” He has not been long home from abroad,
sud be knows noarcely any one ”

+ Not & blesed soul,” echoed Mr Apr.

* You' must let me show you round & bit, Captain Norman,”
said the Gondolier with determined geniality. “Can you
com- round to my club one night this week ¥

* Whatfor ¥ demanded Mr Apps sospicionsly.

*Why, todinat Say Thurday.’

I. Gnud'knowa where I shall be on Farsday,’ said Mr Appa.

don’t.

*Yon most conslder me at yoar disposal if yon require
any introductions. [ konow & good lot of people and any
friend of Lady Staplebumt'a"—

* Oh, coms off the roaf,’ asid Mr Appa with much diseon-
tant ; * wot'a the nse of tarking.’

* len't it capital ¥ aaked Lady Staplehnrat of the Gondoler
delightedly. * How much more interesting it wounld be if
everyoos would only talk to me in their character.”

Lady Staplehurst rose with something of horry in her
manner and spoka to Henry the Eighth.

* What regiment do you belong to, Captain Norman ¥
asked the Gondolier. .

* Find out,’ esid Mr Anpa.

*Am I too curicus? I kmow very littls of the army, I'm
afraid.’ The Gondolier was resolved to be agreeabls to
Lady Staplehurat’s friend. *I alwaya Jodga the army
nights in the House. [ suppoze you know aseveral of the
service membera '

"I know sa many as I want to kuvow,” said Mr Apps
evasively. ‘A man in my poaition of life has to be a bio
carefal who be mixes ap with.*

‘The hoatess returned from Henry the Eighth,

¢ I can make nothing of this man,’ whispered the Gondolier
to her as his rove.  * I think he’s silly.”

* If you knew his qualities yo= wonldn’t apeak of bim like
;hnh' 8hbe resumed her meat by the side of Mr Heory

Do yon think you can manage to do

ppe.

*Well, blow me,” said Lady Stapleburst, screwing ber
pretty mouth in her afforb to imitate the Cockney’s saccent,
iblow me if this ain’b & fair take—I mean tike deshn.” She
Isaghed, ‘[t's of no uee, Captain Norman. T ean’s talk

as yon can.’

“1¢'s & gife." said Mr Appe, * that's what it in.”

¢Yon don't want to bs introduced o anybody hare, I
anppnsa T

‘ Not me.*

‘ You have heard ol —’

She pointed in tha direction of the Gondolier.

AN T want .’

* He's reslly making a big name fu the Honas, yon know.
I watch his onreer with great intereat.”

* Thioks & jolly lot of himself.*

*0h, ¥ think & lot of him too,’ remarked Lady Staple-
burst pleasantly. * And is that & jemmy stickinrg out of
vour jacket pocket?! This is indeed realism. You don’t
know how it works, [ suppose ¥
¢ Well, I've got a kind of & idea,” said Mr Appe. * Look
‘ere, You put this end in and.—.'

Mr Apps found himself getning qoite excited i the ex-
planations that ha gave. It was & new mseneation to meeb
ons who showed an intelligent interest in his profession,
and he enuld not help leeling flattered. Looking op, he saw
the Gondolier gazing at him.

¢ Ha don't look "sppy, that chap,’ said Mr Apps.

*Wiil you excose me for one moment ¥

*Wat are you going up tn, misa ¥’ he said spprehensivaly.

*I want to speak to hin.* :

*Oh 1 {with reliet) [ doo’t mind that.*

Whilst Lady Btaplehorst waa making the Gondolier re-
sume hisordinary expression, Mr Apps thooght and thonght.
Thhaicnnple- promenading after the waltz looked corionsly
at him.

*It’'s the rummieat show you was ever in, "Enery,’ said
Mr Ap& ; *"you're & ‘aving ‘em on toast, you ara; but
you'll glad to get upataira agen. You want them
:-llizmondq, that’s wot yon want. Time means money bto yoa,

nery.”

LI:'lyy Staplehnrst burried towards the doorway. A
marmar of amusement weant throagh the room as the gnesta
saw a new arrival in the cnstume of a pnlice coustable, ac-
companied by s man in plain clother. Mr Apg;:, thinking
over his exploit and gazing abatractedly at his ta and re-
gretting their want of polish, did not see them until the
plain clothes man tapped bim on the shoulder.

¢ What, Appe, agsin !' exclaimed the man.

* Yoa.” said the burglar discontentadly ; * you, it is Appa
agine, Mr Walker. And varry glad yon ars to ses him,
I've no daht.’ .

*Always & ph to meeb » @ like yom,’ said
Mr Walker cheerfally, as he condnoted him {0 the doorway.
“T’ve wanted to run up agaibet you before,’

Mach tion iz the ball ab the diverting little
scene. General agreement that Lady Staplehurst was &
perfect genius at entertainiog-

* But, loveliest girl,’ said the Gondolier sontidentially to
Lady Staplehurat, ¢ isn't this carrying 8 joke rather too far?
‘That's & real detective.”

I xnow,” said Lovelieed Girl, trambling now & fittle
* That'a & real burglar, too.’

*A rapl—*

*Yes, veo. Don's make s fum. 1 doo’t want the danocs
spoils, Take me dowa to sappaer, like & good fellow.’

W.5.

WHIST.

THE origins of whist ave volgar and obsenye  Ihwas evolvad,

trulmbly, out of Triomph, of Tramp, a gams referred to by
atimer in & Chbristmastide sermon of 1529. Habelais

names * Tromp,' * La Triomphs,” abont the same dare ae

Latimer's sormon, among the asmossments of Larganton ;

his data of publication is rather later, bot that doea pok

tmve the game to have arisen in Epgiand before v was
nown in France.

In 1526 the game was familiar in Italy among peasants.
It is referred to in * Gammer Guorton's Needls,' bot the
nature of the sport remains obacore.

Shakeepere allodes to it, in & series of poas, in " Antony
and Cloopatra,’ as Dunce Gt observed. bisk or whist is
deseri by Cotton Walton's *mon” in 1674. He says that
almost svery child ol sight has the game at bis inger-snds.

Hoyle cama forth with the Gmt edition of his *Short
Treatise ' in 1,743,

It is not disagresable to learn that the Duke of Comber.
land ooce held a wonderfully good hand, yet lost £20,000
on the gams. But probably this Dake was not the Boteher.
Short whist camein by & mers bi-section of long whiet, to let
Lord Peterborough have hin ravenge in a burry. The old

koni of the h was all d to wtand, hepce the
actnal game has & greater elament of chance, which we do
not think matter for zegret.

The game, even ae it stands, i 8 game of fatiguing mp-
plication. The player muat obeerve, remember, forecaat,
snd calconlats. Yet some persons (ueually men of entire
loimure) eall it a * relaxation.

The late Emperor of France and the novelist Lord Lytton
wore bhusy in their different ways, but both played whist
The Emperor was a vacillating, Lord Lytion & absent-
minded player. It was difficult to say ¢ priori, what class
of mind will make a whist player. Dr Johoeon did mot
play ; silenee was not bis forte.  We never beard that Mr
Carlyle and Macaulay were exparts.

Politicisnos like Talleyrand have often been players;
literary men are usually no more skilled than was the lata
Mr Pater. Mr James Payn is & familiar exampls of &
novelist who occasionally does bot disdain to take & hand,
aud, for & classical scholar, the lats Frofessor Sellar waa by
no means proficient. Bat, as & ruls, lattars and cards do
1ot assort wall together, and probably the inteliset of My
John Stuart Mill soared sbove Bina Peter. 1t is ditfienlt to
guess why many active and acnte minds are paralysad by &
pack of cards, and have to annonnca that no inference is
pe drawn from whatever they may chance to lead, -

does.

before the public.
LORD CARRICK
says ‘Homocea’
cured him of He-
morrhoids, when

Wholesale Agents for
New Zealand -

most wonderful stuffl ever came across.”

LORD COMBERMERE says that he
found “ Homocea' did him more good
than any other embrocation he had ever
used for rheumatism.

“Rick the treasure, sweel the pleasure, sweelest pleasure afler pain”
Drvnen (Homocea Measuri)

“1T TOUCHES THE SPOT.,”—-Avye, that is what ‘Homocea'
And does it quickly too—whether it's a toothache or
neuralgia, with all their shooting pains, or eczema, with its
painful and distressing irritation.
muscles has been cured, even of vears’ standing—while for
cuts, burns, and bruises itis far ahead of any ointment that has ever been

all else failed ; that he gave some to a labourer who was rendered quite lame
by a stone falling upon him, and it cured him in four
A woman had a pain in thz elbow and could
not bend it for a year, and it cured her, and another
used it for a bad leg, and it was doing her good.
One letter closes from him with the words, “It is the

SPO

Remember that “ Homocea " subdues inflammation and allays irritation almost as soon as applied.
All Storekeepers and Chemists stock ** Homocea.”

Kempthorne, Prosser & Co.;" The New Zealand Drug Co.,

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH and DUNEDIN.

days.

Rheumatism in the joints or




