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THE ACTOR'S DOUBLE.

E were talking aboub spirit manifestations a¥
the Thirty-nins Club, and retailin, i!:a u-nl_‘l

in $he voice 1 uws when I wish o be alightly
] am Gilbert Dans, of the Howard
actuslly handed me one of my own cards,
! There waa hing in the sob ial natare of the
familinr bit of peatebosrd that brooght baok & littie of my
snd relieved mo from the stats of facti

patronising.
‘heatre,” and ha

seoond or third-hand ta of

ladies and gentlemen showing themselves 10

their sorrowing relatives.

+1¢t is strange the tricks which oar brains

will sometimes play us,’ said Doctor Mao-
pherson. *I remember onca seeing s ghoat myseld, snd 1
can tell you that the ssnsation is & very curious ona. I
was & good many years agn, in my examioation dayw, and 'I.
had been sitting wp until the early bours *‘ cramming.
Everybouy io the house had loog since gone to bed, whore
I ooght to have boen mysell, so I waa rather lurpr_uod. when
I glanced op from my k to eee somebody situiog st the
table where [ myeell had been & fow momente befors wtis-
ing. I felb quite startled for an iostant, antil [ inad
the intruder. He was & little hazy, but [ conld see plainly
enoogh who it was.”

* A dead relative ¥ saked Major Dennett, who was & Brm.
belierer in the good old fashioned ghoat

Macpherson spswered in bis pecoliarly qoiet way.

*No, it was myself. The experience of seeing one's own
ghost is not altogether unnsasl, I believe.”

*Now, 1 do nov think your experience was half wo ve-
matkable ns one of mine,” said Gilbert Dane, the well-
konown sctor and manager of the Howard Theatre, who hap-.
paned to be there that night. Dane ia not a member of the
‘Thirty-nioe, bat had come with Macpherson. Most of the
brain specialist’s friends mre in the profession, & fact which
in pertaps due to the year which he himealf spent om the
alage a8 & YOROE IDAD. N :

* My story begins prosaically,’ said the actor, when we
begged to hear it “[ loat the latch-key with which I lat
myself lnto the theatre, and tock somebody elae’s 0 the
locksmith's to have s duplicate made. [ agreed to call
for it the tollowiog morning as [ was going up to town
for rehenrrnl [ was liviog et Putney then, and wa were
actively preparing a play which deserved n better fate than
iv received, if thoaght and preparation go for anything,
for I came near making myself ill over it. I was feeling
out of sors on the morning that I called for the latch-key,
aud when the lockemith awore positively that he had given
me the thing already—thst lesa than ten minutes previonaly
[ had come in for the key, [mid for it, and taken it away
with me, [ will confess that I lost my temper, and stormed
at the fellow ; but I conld not get him to budge a line _lmm
hin story. He seemed to have an idea that I was playing &
practical joke, and the only reanlt of my talking was thay I
nearly loat my train to Waterloa. It was moving when I
reached the platform, and I bad to run for rhe ouly com-
partment of which the door waa cpen, near tha end of the

rain- .
b * The compartment contained two other passengers, but if
I glanced st them st all, I noticed nothing except that each
wan pretty well hidden behind s daily psper. I had for-
tunsately boaght my own paper befora calling at the lock-
smith's, and I epeedily followed their example, 8o far the
atory is painfolly commonplace. Now comes the trnly
remarkablo experience which has stamped the doings of

t day indelibly on my memory.’ .
th’:‘he n’l:lmr sungd tostrike amatch and relight his che_mor.,
which be hls allowad to go out, and we all watched him in
silence, wondering what was coming. Macpberson only
had the air of a man who bad heard the story befora,

*I had become rather interested in my paper,’ Dane want
on, when the cigar was alight again, *and did nos notics
my compacions talkiog, votil one of them started telling
an aneedote. Then it gradually dawoed upon me that th_e
atory he waa telling was one that [ consider my own parti-
cular property, and when [ listeped, it struck ma that the
story was being told. not only in my exact words, hot nl_ao
in my own volce. They say that a man does not recognise
hia own voice—when he heara it in the phopograph, for in-
stance ; but that is poesibly the fanli of the phonograph,
and, st any rate, I know that I recognised mina in‘uantly.

* The atory and the voice startled me, but it i difficult to
describe my feelinga when [ put down my paper to glance

narrator.”
“-tr:wu yuum\fi!’ asked Major Dennett, excitedly, ss the
r pansed ; and Dane nodded,
Nzt‘o\'elr,lgentl(meh. 1 aaw seated at the other end of the
compartment by the window, opposita his companion, &
figare that was an @xact foe sirnile of the reflection which I
pee in my glasa every day when I have dreased for the part
of & retpectable ¢itizen. It was myself complete in every
detsil of face and attire' |

*An optical delosion, I snppose?’ I soggested ; and the
actor shook his head.

+No ; that was ths firat idea that occarred to ma—that T
had been working and worrying tco mach over tha mew
play, and my brain had played me & trick. The uncon-
cerned way io which the third man glanced at me encouraged
me in the belief, for the likeness, nnleaa ! was imagining it,
waa encagh to atirect instant aitention. 1 _'ondel!d
whether there was actually & man sitting and talking whera
1 had seeu and heard my tacsimile ; for the third map, an
ordinary, everyday individaal, had hot spoken a8 word to
him, sand might from his expression have been lintening to
his snecdote or simply thinkiog. 1 was relieved when he
laoghed st the point when ** m donble,” as 1 began to call
his cumpnnion cam# to the joke of the atory, but when he
opepéd his mouth it was only to increnss the myatery of the
afinir, for it showed me that ** my donble " possessed my
name, 58 well as Iny voice, my dress, my face and figare.

'[ began to wonder then, not whather the man a$ tha
windaw wes o reality, bot whether I was reality myself,
sod it really wounld oot have sarprised me if T bad looked in
& wirror at that moment aud fonnd it reﬂec_r. back & face
that was strange to me. It is strange how quickly a ringle
pheoomenon will sometimes change all une’s fixed opinions
on the subject of the supernatural. I felt that I mustspeak
to the men if only to prove whether I was awake or dream-
iog, snd [ eeized the opportonity of introdocing myself
ofilered by hearing ** my double” called by my name.

i Excose me, [ said, nddressing bim, ** bot I heard yoar
friend jost vow cail you * Mr Deoe.’ 1 wonder whether wn
are related at all, for that happens to be my pame, sod wa
soem to bear a strikiog similarity to one sncther.” N

su My dooble" torned mnd surveyed me throwgh his

which ia doubtfnl, so read it, be will cortainly racognise the
portraita of some old friende. Whers thess have found
their greatsss smdvantage over him is in his neglecs o
send back something they have forwarded to him sa &
guarantes of gond fuith— & paragraph from some obscure

into which tbe phenomenon had driven me.

' ¢ Come, this in & very clover trick,’ [ said, with & amils
which, I am afreid, was rather fesbla.  * Yoo have cartainly
succoeded In startling me.  Now I shoul like your own

card, o vhet [ may know whom 4o congratulsie on s very -

¢lever porformance.”®

*And what did the Mystery dn ¥ I inqaired with interest
when the actor paused. N

' He did exactly what 1 should have done, il & stranger
sddressed me in the same maoner. He became angry, snd
asked me what [ meant, and who [ called myself.

' Well 1 ontil to-day I have been in the habit of calling
myself Gilbert Dane, of the Howard Theatre—" 1 was
beginuing, keeplug as cool as I oould, when ** my donble™
interrupted me in & tone which I ssill recognised  perfectly
a8 Wy own:

“* Well I you had better not do so mny more,” he said,
sharply, * or yon will tind yourself in the hands of the
police. T see that yon have been imitating my drems, too,
1:1hie.h I cannot help, but the use of my name i» another
thing.'

* We bhad juat reached Vanxhall, our first stopping-place,
s he spoke, and a ticket eollector who knows me by sighs
came to the door. ** My double™ eanght his eve first.

*“Iwish you would tell this gentleman whe 1 am,’ he
said, and the man answered promptly :

¢ U Certainly, sir, yon are Mr Daae, the sctor.”

* Ha looked startled when f saked him the rame t

newspaper—Lhe nnli_ ©opY, &+ is turns ons, of the man's
suprome literary effort; or & very 6ltby pawn-ticket,
to show bow poor he in; or & medical certificata, the
very appearance of which suggests infection. The literary
person Averse to disagreeable spectacles often throws thess
things into the fire directly he sets eyes on them, the rsenlt
of which is shat he bas & pensioner for life. Whers is &
man to look for help after thees precions documents ha:
been destroyed if not to the person 10 whose carelosancss
their jrrevocable loas is owing ¥ But if he has not this solid
gronnd for compensation, the begging-letter writer hsa
many particular elaims upon his literary victim. He had
once the happineas of belonging to a printing establishment
when one of she suthors * delightful works' waa passisg
shrough the prees, and trosta that the homble fnger be haa
bad in the pie of his sucoess will pioad for him ; or he has
been an wriist who has assisted to prodnee the coloured
pictnres which Hame on the cheap editions of the aunthor’s
works unpoa the bookstalls; or * wheth his appeal in
listened %o or not,” he shall nevar forget the amnsement and
inatroction he has derived from Mr Jones's gonius—and I am
not sore that this does not * fetch " Mr Jones more than alt
his othar srgnmenta

Nevertheless, as  past master among the victima of tha
begging-letter writer, | ventors to saggest n fow attarations
snd imptovements in the method of application. The very
carelesanees of the persons from whom they get their living,
and on which they mainly count for it, shonld tesch them a

¢« ] shonld ¢all you & very good imitation,” he said, when
he had recovered from hia eurprise.

" This was becomiog decidedly uncomfortable, and 1 began
ta wonder how 1 could prove to anybndy that [ was not =
very good imitation of myself. The ticket-collestor's mgg
scceptance of my doable as the real ** My Dang® show
ma how helplesa [ should be in an appeal to anyous who
did not know me well.  But I felt that it wonld oot do for
two Gilbert Danes to remsin st large ; the qnestion which
one was to surténder the title most be settled at once, It
struck me that the easiest way to do it wonld be to go to-
gother to the theatre, and submit the question to the com-
pany bled for the reh L I sugg d this conree
%o my facsimile, and he surprised me by accopting it readily.

“ *1 warn yon that | shall detain yon when it is settled,
and 2end for the police,” be said in my haoghtiest voice,

* Tt was what | was intending to do with him.’

The actor paused to light another chercot

¢ And did !on both go back ¥ somebody maked.

Dane nodded.

! Yes, togethar. The third man left us at Waterlos,” he
said. * Youn may not believe it, bot [ felt rather uneasy as
I approached the stage door, and the fact that 1 had no

littla prnd and forethought : they peed not keep their
books by double entry, but they might make nntes on their
shirt-coffs (when they have any) of the dates on which their
applications have been made. 1t is impossible that they
can have had an addition to their familyon November 4th and
then again on December 4th. A reasonable time ahonld be
allowed, not, indeed, for the operations of natnre, for
those may be diszegarded, bot tor the sircamatances in
qoestion to have escaped the memory of the proposed
vietim. Again, I cannot but think it s mistake after
having obtained the exact som {half & guines) requisite
“ Lo reipstate me in my proper position,’ te write by
relarn of post for thirty ® shiliings more, on account of &
miscalenlation of my finsoces.’ A third wnd very common
})lln that I shink might be dispensed with is the application
or & loan when that for a gift has had a comiderable and
continuoue soccesa. Even n literary person who has bled
freely s irritated at this new method of depletion, which, in
addition to ita other advantsges, sstablishén & Jink with the
very person he yearns to get rid of. 1 i said that the best
way to shake off a disagreeable nequaintancs is to lend him
money, bub this ooly grapples yoo to the beggingletter
writer with hooks of steel.

lateh-key to open it for myself a calamity, My
doable calmly Erodneed his, and marched ms into my own
theatre with the air of a proprietor. Then hs closed the
door behind him, and, changing his voice and manner, awd-
denly turmed towards me snd said gnietly : * And now, Mr
Dane, I will puzzle you no more, bat spologise for giving
yon s6 much trouble, which I hope you will think repaid by
the enjoyment of a unique sensation. The fact is that I am
very anxious to go ob the stage nnder your auspices, gnd 1
thought that this would be the beat way to obtain an jn-
troduction to you, and as the same time, show you m speci-
men of my scting in the part of your understody. on
wiil admit at least that | nnderstand the art of making ap.
Now, are you going to give me an engagement—or to send
for the police 1"

*And you gave him the engagement, I supposs ¥ I aaked,

* Yes; 1 have always regretied that he threw iv up before
the year was up, and retuzned to his former profession, thak
of & medical mae.’

* It was ke, of conrse, who called for the lateh-key in the’

‘morning ¥

* Yea; he had boen ip the shop when I ordered it, and the
[act finally determined him to carry ont the affair, which he
had been pondering mome time.’

* Bat he most have baunted you like s shadow before-
hand,’ pot in Major Dennett, * ta learn all your gestures
and that. I shoold bardly think the result was worth she
trouble,’

Macpherson, who had been sitbing quietly in the bazk-
ground, =urprised ue by replying for his friend.

* Fixcusze me, Major,’ be said, in his nsual qoiet way, * bot
you make a mistake there. Any man would have been glad
ta give » bundred ponnds down for the engagement which
Dane offered me straight away. Tt cost me less than ten
pounds for clothes, and abont '8 month of atudy ; sod m
time was not worth pinety pounds a mooth then, or [ shoul
not have thought of giving up medicive snd taking to the
stage.’

HERBERT FLOWERDEW.,

THE BEGGING LETTER-WRITER.

EY JAMEE PAYN.

IN the old histories of literatore thers is very little snid
abopt those persons ou the last raog of the Isdder—the
literary beeging letter writers. The Poet Office ATTAnge-
méents did pot give them the facilivies they enjoy at present,
or the popnlar author was not 8o apcceesful or well paid as
to make him worth their attention. For these importunate
gentry, forgetful of the proverk that * Hawks do not peck
ont hawks' san,’' almost exclusively confine their attentions
to members of that crafv 10 which they themselves pretend
to belong. Perbaps they shrewdly suepect that tho world
at large Is not much interested in the affairs of {irub
Street, whersas the literary man, being above sll
thines what his cootempers eall “shoppy,’ iw easily
maved by = tala of nonamccess In bis own line.
Men of letters are generally open handed, snd aimost
aniversally averse to tronble, and, like the oojust judge,
ars far too weak to resisb importopity. They may havs &
strong luupicinn that they ars being done, bt the bother of

single ayeviass In exactly the same manner ss that :lil.h
which I should have snrveyed s atranger who add me

in R Is too much for them. A member of the
Charlty Orfuinﬂnn Bociety once told me that muthors
ol d m

in the train.

¢a1 [ really do pot know whether wa are related,” be sald,

poatare more than all the other professiona
Eut togethet. The Sociaty's Iast report does not say this,
ub if any literary person should give bimself the pains,

District Land and Survey Oifice,
Auckland, 20th Dscember, 1894,

T I3 HEREBY NOTIFIED that the
undernantioned Suburban and Rural
Lands will be submitied for sale by public
auction ai this office on FRIDAY, ihe Zipd
day of March, 1885, a111 a.m,
WN OF HAMILTON WEST Lot 56, 1
roud 13 poles: upsel price, £5 12a 64,

WEYMUUTH SUBURHS {Manuken County)
—Lot 33,9 acres 3 roods B poles; upsut price,
£1912a. Lota 43 and 49, sach 5 acres; upset
prics per lot, £10.

FAPAROA PARISH (Otamatea Countyl—
Beation. north-emat part 76, 10} acres: opsat
brice, £7 17 6d, Open lund, about & miles trom
t'ahi, and_intersected by the main rond.

RUSSELL 8.1 (HBay of Islands (ennty).—
Section 7, Block 1. 7 acres: upaes price, £7.
Open land. with Swampy Gully. near Roasell,
and lying beiween the Hecrestion Keserve apd
Cemetery,

MAUNGAKARAMEA PARISH (Whangarel
Countyl.—Eeclion 15, 4 acres: uoset price, £24.
Situated nesr Maungakarames Wharf, and
woizghied wilth £i88 10s for Improvements
Effected.

CONDITIONS OF SALE. One-fifth of the
Purchase Money to be paid on the fall of the
hammer, and the Balance, with Crown Krann
fee £1. wirhin 30 Dayw thereafier. otherwise the
one-Afth paid by wey of deposit shall be
Forfeited and tha contract for the saia of the
land ba Null and Void. )

GERIARD MUELLER,
Commissigner Crown Landa

District Lands and Survey Office,
Auckland, Nov. b, 1899,
T 18 HEREBY NOTIFIED ihat the
nndermentioned SUBURBAN AND
HURAL LANDLS will bs oifersd for Bais by
publip auction at thin office on FRIDAY, the
22nd day of March, at1] o'clock am.c—
PAKRISH NG AKOT{.—Section 400, ta, upsst
Price per asction £6. 301, Sa 1r, £5a4; 02, 4 Ir,
£45n; 905, 95 Or 10p, £9; 403, 45a 2r. 245 108 ; 05,
2la 2r, #21 l0s.—Upen and grass lands, feriila
soil, situated st Te Rore, and adjoining the
bridge,

MANUKAU COUNTY.
SUBURBR oF MANGFRE—Sertion 17. 8a1r 17p.
urset prica per mection £190 58 &d; 18, s, £98,
Hénn:.ed at Mangers, opposite OQpehlinga
wharf.

WAIPA COUNTY,

PARIBR OF PUKETEL —dection 754, fa. upset
Price per seclion £8. Open lnud near Hemilton,
;iuhje:t to £16 for draining. fenecing wnd grasa.

ng-

TERMA OF BALE.—Ons-fifth of the purchasa
mohey to pad on the fall of the hamimer,
1ogether with full amount of valution fur im.

rovements (If mny). aad the balance, with

Jrown grant fee, within 30 days thereafier.

Plane miay be inspociad st 1he otfice, Customs-
#reet Wost.

GERHARD MUELLER,
Uommissloner Crown Lands.



