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The weakest link io his chain A% present ja admittedly the
end game, bot, of course, he bas Dol yet bad time to arm
himself at all pointa

Mr J. EDWARDS, who last yesr won the Championahlp as .

repi tativa for Welling earried off the third priza
{£5) as & nominee of the Utage Chess Glub, He waa born
in Nelson, in 37 years of age, snd learned to play chem in
1884 at the Timara Cheas Club, where he won & silver eup
an first priza in = local tourney, He firsv competed for
championship honours at Wellington four yesra mgo, bub
was unplaced. He has little or Do book knowledge, snd
reliea mainly on his own eonception of the wmoves na the
game proceeds. His strong featurs i the end game, at
which atage & pawn in very powerfnl in his bends. His
solving eapabilities ure hera of 00 mean masistance to him.

in 1892 ; competed in the Adelalde Australisn Congroes of
1887, defenting Mr Goseip, and drawing with Messrs Char-
liek and Ealiog, bok not beleg & prize-winper. He has been
oconnectad with the Canterbory Chesa Club {salled prior to
1879 the Christehnreh Chess Clab) for upwardsof 30 years, and
basbeenitepresident sineethedeath of the Hon. John Tansred.
Haa bean shemeditor of the Canterbury Times from 1883 apto
the presant date. Mr Hookbham has a greater knowledge of
the game than any other man in the eolony. Heis a modef
souraament player-~he takes full advantage of his time
limit, and plays a eareful, soond, and, when opportunition
offer, s brilliant game. He makea fewer mistakes than
most other players, and when soch do ocenr on bia parl they
are dos to phyeical fatigne. Mr Hookhsm is exceedingly
popular, not only in chess circles, but with all those with
whom he comes in t. Had he idered hin awn in-
obly, be would not bave attended the lnst B N

Wrigglaamorth avd Binna. phota.. Weliington.
MR W. Maciav
(Winner Cheas Ohampionship),

Mr A. A, LELIEVRE {Hastings) is, a3 hia name implies,
of French parentage. He waa formerly secretary to the
late French Consul at Wellington, bat is now eogaged in
bnsinees in Hastioge, Hawhke's Bay. He is twenty-nine
years of age, but has pot been resident in the eolony for
many years. For some tiwme he lived in London, and there
mev some of the beet players when & member of one of the
metropolitan cluba,  Mr Lelitvre ia one of the most
brillisnt piayers in the eolony, ie guick to grasp a position,
and plays with a rmapidity tbab often discomeerts his
opponents and starties the onlookers, Awan instance of the
qnicknees with whieh he decides on his moves it may be
mentioned that he won one of his gamew in five minutes’

play. There is no doubt that bad he devoted a little more

time to the consideration of the end posisions of one or two
of his lost games he wonld have carried off the eecond if not
the tirst prize. .

MR HENrY HookraMm (Canterbuzy Chess Clab) was born
on Oectober 22ad, 1824, at 15, Old Bond.street, London,
where wae then carried on, and had been carried on for 60
years, the buriness known as Hookman's Livrary. He waa
educated at & boarding school in m small town called Princes
Risborough, in Backinghamshire. When about 10 years of
age he was taught ¢chess, and defeated hie szhool inam
gamn st the age of 12, After lesving school in 1839, he
resided almoat continaonsly in London wntil the year 1855,
From 1840 to 1850 he was & freqnent visitor to Starey’s
Chess Roome in Rathbooe Place, Oxiord street, then the
favonrite resort of those distipgojabed players of & puat
gonaration — Zytogoruky, Junsens, Harrwitz, Horwits,
Boden, sud Barnes, with some of whom be oittimes engaged
at piay, receiving odds, Ha left Eogland for New
Zealand in 1865, snd sinee his arrivel in this colony
bas resided almost enticely in Canterbury. He won
the championehip of Canterbury sa the represeatative
of the Kuispoi Club, io & match played wt Christchoreh
fn 1B70 between the representatives cof the elaba of
Christeburch, Lyttelton, mod Kaispoi. He took the
firab priza {£50}) and champloosbip of the colony w
the firat New Zealand Chaav Cong held io Clrlsteharch
in 1879. Thia chess congress was the first held lo Anaira-
Insin. He loat the ebampionship at the firat sonosl eon-
greas tonvosment beld st Christchureh iv 1889 bat recovered
it at the mecond annusl covgress held 1o Danedin the tollow-
ing year; tied in woo gomes with Mr Sisdeberg for second
place nt the Wellington Coogress of 1890 ; gsined yecond
prize io the ffth congress tourcament held in Christohoreh

as he had jost recovered from an ilinees, and at his ad-
vanced age the heavy play of a tonrnament 1s no joke. As
however, nobody elsa eould attend for Canterbury, Mr
Hookhsm decided to compete, and so save the hononrs of
his elob. .

Mr A. GIFFORD, of Balls, who also exercised the right of
privase entry, ia 33 years of ags, and ie au M A, of the Now
Zealand University, barlog taken first-class honsurs in
Groek and Latin. He is a barrister by profession, but ia at
present engaged in veaching. He in favonrably known in
chess circlos st Anckland, Napier, and Wanganui. In the
last-named place hta title of local chumpion was only shaken
when he had Mr Ballance (oor late lamented Premier) for

- wo opponent. He plays blindfold ehesa, and a great foture

in prediated for him,

Mr RicHARD JAMES BarNEs (Wellington Warking Men's
Chess Clab), is & Viatorian by birth. Was edueated in
Dunedin; commenced playing ehess ahout twelve yeara
ago, some time after removing to Wellington. Took part
in the congress (five entriss) held in Dounedin five yeara ago,
and tied with Mr Hookham for first, bat losing in the play
off had to be content with d b In the cong
(10 entries) held mext year (‘90 51) in Wellington he repre-
sented the Wellington Chess Club, and eecared the first
prize and championship, In the Auckland Congress ('91-
92) he tied for foursh place oat of nine entries. Took part
in the congress at Christchurch ('92.93, 10 entries) and won
the third prize. In the first and second Donedin Congress,
and at Aockland and Christchareh, he represented, as on
‘the present occasion, the Wellington Working Men's Chess
Clob. In the congress there wers 11 entries, and Mr Barnes
just managed to pull off the sesond prize, which makes his
congress record—one firat, two seconds, and ope third, Mr
Baroes s also still & member of the Wellington Chess
Clab, snd bas been one of the club'a tenwm in telegraph
matzhes, losing hia pame the first time, drawlng oo
the second oceasion, winning the third, and losing on the
fonrth. Irrespéctive of congresses, Mr Barnes has
in the ordinary tonrmaments of his club taken hive firat

prizes, three seconds, and ooe third, Mr Barnes, ss shown _

wbove, hay had great experienes in tournament play ; has &
thorough knowledge of the game ; la exceediogly quick in
greepiog & complicated position; plays s souod snd mes-
terly game, and, as the resolt of his play in the recent Cou-
groas shows, is & placky up-hill player. He is B eapital
trap layer, and has the koack of quickly sesing throngh
those of his opponent.

Mr W. F. BARRAUD (Wellington) is 44 yemes of age,
and wan born iu tha colony. He wae one of the originaf pro-
maoters of the Welliogton Chéss Club, which was founded
in 1875, Chess was not played much in Wellington i
those days, bat some enthasiasts got up & match, Town v,
Civil Servies, which was won by the former. A dinner fol-
lowed the match as a matter of coarss, and it was there
that it was resolved to form a clob, and Messrs Barrand
aod Edward Reeves were depated to canvass the town for
subascriptions, They did so with marked saccess, the club
was formed, and hay Hlourished ever since. Mr Bareand
takos & deep interest in chess, and has always had a respon-
#ible board at telegraphic and club matches. Ha in also an
smateur painter of no mean order, snd is the President of
the Camera Club.

Mr OwgN. C. Pukasawts {Colyton}is twenty-fonr years
of age, and is engeged in farming puranita in the Kaogitikel
district. Heis & very steady and rising player, s an ex-
sellent idea of the game, mnd will nndoubtedly be heard
mora of in the near foture, Thie is his secoad sttempt for
Champicnship bonours, and considering the snall chances he
hsa of obtainiog sonnd practice, his score la not tobs despised,
He hay devoted comiderable vime to the solving of problams,
which bas been of good service to him in the end gamen,
Mr Ploassnts sticks btensciously to an ad when

gained, and plays & plucky upbill game, His ssyle might
be copled with sdvantage by those of onr young players
who are given to what is petieally emlied *skittles’ and
* timber shifting."

Dr. HENEY REainatd Harnesry, of Wangenol, learnt
cheas when he was » child, bot took no spesial interest in
the game natil be sommensed practios in Nostingham, when
he joined sthe Nottingham Chess Club, ol which he scon be-
came & promioent member. He was Presidens of Notting-
bam Chesa Cluk four years consecutively, aad played in
moat of the inter evunty matehes In 1888 he undertook
the editorship of the chess column of tha Nottinglamsiirs
Guordian, which poition he retained nntit he lets Eagland
in Jene, 1893, for New Zsaland. He was & freguoent, and
is #till an occasional contribmtor to the British 2hew
Magazine. He b» the compossr of numercus chess problams
which have appeared in varionn Eaglish ¢chess eolumns, and
s able to solve moat bwo and thres movers readily from the
disgram. Dr. Hatherly ie & rapid player, and bas played
A5 mAny a3 saventeen games simultsneously. He haa a
great dislike to ocloae games, and sapecislly to the
SBtonewsll openirg, snd in his anxiety to secnre an
open game oiten ricke too mueh. He lacke the steadiness
which is eeseatial to enccess in tournament play. Heisat
present editor of the Chess column which is appearing
woekly in 47, and takes an enthusiastie intersst in all that
concerns his favourite game.

Mr GILBERT PEARCE (Manaia} ln engaged in pastoral
parsoits in Taranaki, and is thirty-five years of age, He
was born in England, and it waa in that eountry that he
learnt at the agm of fonrteen, bo play chess. He has
asudied the books a good deal, and though he has not played
tmuch across the board, has held his own in eorrespondence

.gemes sgainst the Hon. Mr Bryce, the two Baxtons, Jodge

Rawmon, and others of no menn ability. Baing the
strongest player in his distriet, be has always to give oddsin
the local tourm but notwithstanding, he has a fair
record of wins. The Congrese just closed waa the first Mr
Pearca had competed in, nnd, it may therefore be attrl-
bated to his Iack of opportunity for engaging in serions
play that he haa not shown a better score. He may eonsole
himeelf, howerer, with the knowledge that he is one of the
two players who best the cham pion.

Mr Joseer Woon, who represented the Waellington
Workiog Men's Club, learnt the game in Canterbury
twenty-thres years ago, having at different times been a
member of the Canterbary, Auckiand, Napier, Melboarne,
and Wellington Clabs. He has won three prizes in Canter-
bury, one in Auckland, and two in Napier, besides taking
firmt and eecond placen in Btatns Tourneyn. Hs ix wall
posted in the varions op#nings, being exceptionally strong
in the King’s Bishop’s gambit. Like hia Cluob mate, Mr
Barnea, he was handicapped by severe iliness, having in inct
to allow some of the games to be scored ageinet him by
defanlt. Mr Wood's love of chess did pot canee him to
neglect athletica, he having been an interprovincial cricketer
for some Afteen years.

Mr H. C. BKegT, the epergetic hon. see. of the New
Zesland Chess Association, is, w8 toight ba expected, s
warm chees enthusiast. In his brief ¢hess career he has
won 2 Hrst and 1 third prize in club tourneys, and with
many othera we hope to fiud him competing for champion.
ehip honours at no distant date. It is to him and to Mr
F. K. Kelliog, the firnb secretary of the Association, thas
we are maioly indebted for the foregoing biographical
sketches of the competitors,

A HUMOURIST ON MARRIACE

Two loving hearts may be nnited by warriags, or two goodly
6states ; Lhe latter union in generally the more productive
of happiness. FPeople who have no money ate someiimes
martied for love. Usually they are not married at all.
Paople whe have money marry for love, and in this case
thore is probably & sombination of both systems. There is
& provern going the rodnds sbout * marryiog in haste and
penting at | MUTETEY of Isct the rep
i= often w deal more harried thao the marriage. 1t in con-
sidered wicked w0 have more than one wife ut m time, and
that is the cause of maoy distressing bresch of promise
actions, A man [ knew who wished to wake two sonls
happy was treated with great harshoess. He matried one
womsn for lnve and the other for money, and ss cne would
noo give her love without money, abd the other her money
without love, he was rather emoarcassed. The mattar was
eventually submitied to & judge of erbitration, mnd the
nward inciuded free lodglogs 10r my friend. Bub there is e
delicious sense of freedom efter that sory of thing, even in
goal. It in the fashion nowadaye to scofl mt matrimony,
but I notice thet girls mre ready to mecept muy man who
promises to aupply them with all the comforts of lifs; and
if there was mo mlrri\ﬁe many @ man who in now liviog in
easo snd comfort on his wife's father would have to toil
hard for his daily bread.
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